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Memorandum : 




r\ 


Clear and cold, the moon high and the thermometer 
traveling downward to r each the lower 20's before morning. 

My cold lingers on and I used it as an excuse to remain 
indoors much of .the $ay, doing a d a b of desk work including 
a n article which isn t much but which starts off the new year 
in the right direction regardless. 

As a matter offact, the column turned out today was 
practically handed me on a platter at 7 this mronmg when 
I tuned in on Cecil Brown who devoted his 15 minute comment 
to the Raymond Fosdick report j urging peace for the 
world in 1958 . In his final paragraph, Mr. Brown took 
the opportunity to wish all within range of his voice a Happy 
Mew Year and Station KALB, Alexandria, as though to prove 
me right in my Second Christmas story, to wit, that people are 
so uch in the habit of old ways that they keep right on using 
them regardless, --the Station, in the h a bit of contending 
with news commentators ever since the Supreme Court 
racial ruling, followed up Mr. Brown's remarks tka± with 
the remak that the views expressed by the speaker did not 
necessarily reflect those of ttie station. Naturally 
this offered a splendid opportunity for me to ask in a 
column this question * If Mr. Brown wished the world peace 
and happiness and, as the station announced, these views did not 
necessarily represent t ose of the station, then in just what 
respeot tk did the station's hopes for its listeners 
differ. « 

Joe, John Wenk, Eugene and I were a bout to sit down 
to dinner when, quite-unannounced, the other two Venk offspring 
a nd a girl friend put in an appearance. The whole posse 
’ departed for Shreveport right after dinner. At 

supper tonight, Joe announced he would be heading out for 
Washington via Atlanta on the morrow # He said he 
might t be back within a few days or perhaps a month. My guess he 
doesn t know himself. 

tv..*/ - < ••*' 


* 




V 



From rhe FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M"3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


9012 


9011 



I read a little t more from V a n " yck brook's "Scenes and 
Portraits" but didn't make much progress in spite of 
the excellence of the Scourby performance. > I~conc'lude that■ ■ 
Ur. Brooks may not be appearing a. his best in tTihs volume althoug 
much of t e mu erial is interesting and all handled with skill. 

But perhaps some of vhe subject matter is of no interest to me 
a nd a s the author 3eems to stress those subjects with 
little restraint it may be in that fact that 1 find my head 
starting to nod beyore I know it. Ur. Brooks seems to 
be much conerned with the novel of Henry James whose 
works never interested me m ch. It strikes me that 
so far as tite average re er is concerned, too much space on 
James is accorded disc ssion of his writings and in such 
places one is likely to find himself bogged down. 

At coffee this morning across the fence, the ladies read me 
your lovely letter and they were as deligh ed as a to explore 
its contents and co extpl the virtues of little i/iss bee. 

I suppose the morrow may bring me some mail from the 
Register group from whom I haven't heard anything since 
December 20th, i guess it was, or perhaps a little 
before. Whether they are still in Charleston or have 
made it back to BatonRouge to be with Miss Uah on 
Dew Lear's Even, I wouldn't know. 

As for that Marshall woman, a haven't heard a peep out 
of her either. I assume she remains at Old " on itaal though 
she may well be in any other place. She obviously is 
in one of those seasons when her orbit, like naley's 
comet, has wandered far beyond the sight of those on this 
planet a nd her friends, through long custom, may adjust 
theemsleves to her fading from view and expect her 
onre more when her orbit, —unmeasured p any of us as to 
length of journey, once more approaches earth and so 
comes \nt p view again. As I recall, it takes Haley's comet 
about 75 years to make its full course. 


A d so ine first day of the new year comes to 
a close and I am hooping in Loliding the thought that 



f.fOf! 


Thursday, January 2nd, 1958. 


Uemoraddum : 

How nice to have this second chat with you at a 
single sitting. 



I have just completed, a memo which, on removing from 
the machine, I discover to be a blank page, what with the 
ribbon having failed to reverse. Were I tired, -i should 
prob n bly regret the mechnaica'l failure but since seem to 
be possessed of lots o, vim and vigor, 1 relish this opportunity 
to chat a double lengttj of time. 


Today wa3 all blue and gold, tonight is all 
blue and silver for the moon must be nearly full and the 
frosty atmospher with the thermometer in the 20's gives 
unusual brilliance to. the moonbeams. 


I suppose tonight s second freeze in a row will probably 
finish off the few banana stalks I left standing on the 
hope that we might not get any more low temperatures and that 
by some miracle those uh ich I had left standing might 
h^ve escaped a "thorough cooking" on the initid go-round 
by Jack Frost. 


Last night chanced on a program sponsored by United 
Fruit. The subject was their banana plantations in 
auatqmala. It was said that a banana plant requires 14 months 
of growth to produce fruit. In view of this fact, it 
seems remarkable that Yucca should annually bring forth fruit 
within 7 months although * suppose the quality of the 
fnuit itself wouldn v be cons idered up to Guatemala n 
standards. 

Wltile naif asleep sometime during the night, I heard 

Mnht r wHcM e mt b , e tUp Hto^m kU&sMhOfme^mdnuis 


OB 








From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS , #H-3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. , 


9013 


ill?'*! 


9014 


the first time ± have heard other places than Egypt recommended 
for vacationists from the Western world. The other 
night Lowell Thomas did opine that he thought Timbuctou 
would eventualy become a other Las Vegas and al though it 
does seem remote as a place, it is perhaps within reach of 
Las Vegas enthusiasts in the age of the jet. 

I was surprised about 1 0;30 this mroning when Carolyn 
telephoned from the motel in town. She siad she had an 
appointment to show one of herbaton^ouge films in that 
city this afternoon and would be returning to Marshall 
on the morrow and hoped to stop off here for a moment. 

I didn't ask her when she reached Natchitoches but 
assume she may have made it the night before, since she was 
calling from the motel. I hope she got some color shots 
of the sets along the margin of the river in town since 
last night was th/s last of this season s illuminations. 

She said Irma and Earley were coming in March for 2or 3 
months of work on the book n bout *arie Therese with her. I can 
understand them v.i siting over this way but my guess is 
they will not do much novel writing jointly. Cavlyn sea eth 
further that her brother a.td his wife and their two boys 
h„d reached Mar snail before she did prior to Christmas 
and Remained longer th a n planned Slid that hers had been 
a busy pot and. pan interlude, keeping them fed, etc. I 
think her orbit is tracing an arc further and furtherafield 
at the moment, even as it used to a dozen years ago when 
she wouldn't answer a letter for 6 months at a time but 
for friends, one must allow them such vagaries and forget 
' a 3 much as possible the vast virtue of dependability. She 
said she still has her Christmas cards to get out and has lost 
one handful of mail, coming to hand, before Christmas, but 
hopes to discover it eventually. She said she was felling 
n lr ight except for her b a ck, which surprised me not at all since 
rest is supposed to be of prime importance for correcting that 
vertebrae problem and her i ack is never, going to get 
ny suetreatment as peat. *hat a pity she is throwing 
herself into the discard for or through inability to 
control the impulse to be flying off in all directions un¬ 
endingly. 

• 

I have found the letter from Mary Rhodes which 
you will enjoy reading. I do hope she will go b a ck 


Friday, January 3rd, 1958. 


Memorandum • 

It's sucb a beautiful-night, pleasantly wr,mer, 
and a great big silver disc . in the sky that even delights 
the hearts of Emmett and Erwin who are making a great 
racket as they continue splashing a bout in 
their mud puddle just qs though it were full dg£ 

This afternoon Miss Moah of bow tie fame came to 

return some material I had let her have. She brought 
with her the daughter of Mr. Stewart who is head of 
the Natchitoches 4risli Welfare organisation. I was 
very interested in what the girls, —college seniors, 

1 believe, had to say about matters racial. The 

Stewart girl said she reckoned it was going to take 

"bout a generation to get a favor a ble frame of mind 

on the part of the majority of white people in 

relation to peopl of color. She said her father simply 

couldn t understand his daughter's lack of indifference 

a s to whether the student body of all ed cations institutions 

be made up of exclusively white or of mixed groups. 

She sai.d that she was as much at a loss to understand her 
father s prejudice as he was to understand her lack of 
it and, —and this seemed important to me, —that she 
felt instinictively that when time had passed and she 
had children going to school, t she probably would be 
q s astonished.at her children s liberal attitude as 
her father is a 6out hers. Both girls felt that 
if the white parents would stop pestering their offspring, 
there would be no educational difficulties at all so far as 
racial matters were concerned. I am frankly heartened 
to here 3uch notions express by college seniors. 

A long distance from Alexandria came between 4 and 5. 

It was Carolyn who said the .BatonRouge showing had been a success 
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aid that she and Ola Mae Word were attending some sort 
of a c nference in Alexandria and thought they would get 
a way in time to pause here for a moment tonight as 
they headed toward Shreveport. I doubt if they 
make it but one never can gues3 what people with 
so much energy and and lack of the usual routine may 
do. I suppose they would consider our lives as being 
lived in a straight-jacket while we are inclined 
to consider tl^eirs as being played out in a 
roller coaster, merry-go-round sort of way that would 
please us not at all. 

Some people reading today s Cane 1 " iver Memo 
liked it enough to give me a buss to say as much which 
1 thought nice of them. I must attempt another 
travel thing again if this type of thing seems to get 
a favorable reception. 

1 had a long idstance call from Mr. Beckerman 
this evening. Me was calling from Alexandria to 
say that otir-his way down, the tought had occured to 
him that it might be worth while -onsidering the 
publication of some sort of a paper or bulletin for 
the negro population of Alexandria and as he was 
turning this over in his mind, he noticed a 
colored man along a bout * immerman, obviously wating for 
the bus. He stopped and offered him a ride and it turned 
out that the man used to know me 10 or 15 years ago and 
he and Mr. Beckerman talked newspaper business and the 
colored man, one Mubreui'l, recommended that Mr. Beckerman 
telephone me. i did have an idea that Mr. Beckerman 
might pursue while in the city aud he promised to 
telephone me tonight at 7 on his return to Natchitoches 
but I reckon he has.never been n ble to get a call through 
since all the folks on this wire, —7 parties there are, 

1 believe, seem to be w»derfully active in the American 
Tel and Tel Department tonight. I shall be interested 
to learn what, if a ything, came of the afternoon s 
undertakings. 

. j .'.Ci *• 

And 30 aother week come to a close and 
I'm hoping bringing with it a measure of peace in 
ihe environs of Lyme. We are promised some rain for the morrow 
a nd I shall like that if it means more time to get busy 
with things too long neglected during the recent sore finger 
a sniffles era . 




Sunday, January 5th, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

A cloudy, cool, quiet week end, devoted mostly 
to desk work and nursing my .cold which seems to be 
on the mend. And, according to custom, I devooed 
Saturday night to reading, --Hugh Walpole s ■‘■he # 

Catftedral. 

Those two ladies, Carolyn and Ola Mae, finally made 
it on Friday night but they didn t linger long and, what 
witti sleep coming down on me, I didn t get much news. I 
gather Carolyn's docket is as full as ever and as completely 
gummed up with secondary plans as ever. A case in point is 
the invitation to Irma and Farley to 3pend March, April and 
May with her in Pirates Alley in order that the novel 
a bout Marie Therese may be whipped up. Of course there 
n re some movies to be made along the way, some magazine 
articles and a ,picture book or two but those are merely 
details. 

In the book section, the head of Claiter ' s Book Bhop 
in Baton Rouge, —publisher of so many law books for this area, 
has a 3 ked her to do a picture book under the title 
of "All This Is Louisiana". The point is to have the book 
sort of a 'Fede.ral Guide Book on Louisiana but in 
pictorial rather than print text . Claiter says it 
would sell for about five dollars. I questioned the possibil ity 
of 3 uch a thing if the price of the Canjuns on the Bayou item 
has to sell for five dollars and seventy five cents with only 
a few pictures. Either they must be working on a might 
small margin of profit or ease the publisher of 
law books hasn t explored the costs of doing pictorial 
books. But that is tfteir problem and not mine. 

O' ■ .v »'• 1 .? not - • '*'■ ‘ 

Carolyn is going so fast, site shouldn t be botliered 
with correspondence from this quarter, I think, and 



- an 


it 4 
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I shall s a ue her the problem of finding to explore 
letters for a little lohile which will provide her with a few 
minutes of extra time for formulating additional plans 
and the absence of correspondence wi 11 ' prob a bly never be 
noticed. In my opinion, site is running he self 
into the ditch, physically, just as fast as she can but 
as -L know of no way to slow her down, there is no point 
in me advising her further a gaist such short-sightedness 
which seh herself recognizes plainly enough but refuses 
to do anything a bout. 

% • 

The more I think of Mesdames Aswell, Dormon and Ramsey, 
the more 1 marvel at the lavishness that God has dumped gifts 
in their respective laps, and, seemingly, to little or no 
purpose, what with the inclination of each of them 
to cancel out the potentials of one by short-circuiting it 
as they d n bble into another before the first has jelled. 

A gay letter from James "indicates he had a busy time at 
The Muff, scarcely finding an opportunity in the 24 hours of 
each day to attend to a perfectly natural cosmic urge on 
occasion. Me expresses astonishment at the speed la Storm 
maintains so persistently. But apparantly everything 
went lovely throughout the season. He returned by car 
with Cousin Ida Chapman, spending one night at Athens, Georgia, 
a nd the other with Cousin Ida ateovington, after wliich he 
went to the Mahiers and thence to the Crescent City which 
he re a ched on the 2nd, — Thursday , I guess. He says 
Kay remained at The Bluff to help celebrate la Storm's 
birthday on the 4th and that ix he is looking for Kay to 
fly in to Hew rleans on Wednesday. I'm so glad that everything 
seem3 to be serene on the domestic scene and that he 
spent the week at The Bluff, Frankly, it did take 
some pushing from you know whom to achieve that 
visitation and therefore I am the more gratified that 
it turned out nicely and that personal r elations as between 
the ladie3 and said gentleman seem to be in excellent order. 

. J. H. mentioned tonight that he takes off by air 
for Phoenix, Arizona for some conference on Thursday night 
and I'm wondering if the ladies will make the most of that 
opportunity to do a d a b of road-running How grateful 
I am that I ex erience no impulse to tear up and down the big road.l 
And now for some mail and thence an attempt to catch up with 
Miss Craig or any other interview type of thing 
that may oe in the cards for re-broadcast tonight....., 


Monday, January 6th, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

It tried so hard to rain today but never did quite 
make it. Another cold wave is on the way and so 
I reckon we are heading in for some frozen sunshine on 
the morrow. 


Cra telephoned tonight, having looked up some dates for 
me in the library. In her class at college today, she said 
she had told her students that because it was her birthday, 
they wouldn't h a ve to do some usual chore or ^other. They 
thought to trip her up by remarking she didn t say how 
many years it had been since she was born. She truned the 
tables on them by saying that she would expect them to 
tell her when next the class assembled, as she was born 
the year of Haley s commet's last visitation. . I 
suppose thatwas along n bout 1910 or 1911 but, were I a member of 
her lass, I should have to do some research to be sure 
a bout it. 

She reported that John Kyser is in bed, --she knew not where, 
with influenza. I think I remarked that before Christmas 
he was looking under the weather. Tonight's radio 
mentioned the gathering of college Presidents in Miami 
a nd I recalled that he andThelma had planned to attend 
n nd so he may be there or in South Louisiana where they 
were planning to make a pre-Florida call on x helma's 
mother, or perhaps they may be in Hatchitoches but 
my efforts to establish contact have proven futile in 
my effort to catch up with the name and address of that 
gent who shot a duck and thought of me. \ 

Ora mentioned a side light on the college library 
which was interesting in that is shows a twist in the mind of 
the mma of the librarian, Cousin i'ugene Watson. 

While looking up some stuff for me, she noticed a book, a copy 
of which she had been reading, —some title co taining the word 
Chronicle, recently spoken of approvingly by Time. There was a 
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Tuesday, January 7th, 1958. 


slip m the book and Ora asked one of the librarians what 
the slip indicated and was told that Dr.Watson 
had inserted it, as he does in many an incoming book, 
sign fying that this or that book is to be removed from 
circulation. It seems this is not nything new but 
has been going on for years. It strikes me that this 
high-handedness closely approvehes the book-burning practice 
and is so illustrative of the curious mental twist to be 
found in so many of the descendants of Joseph Henry. 


I was delighted to 
I used to know him when 
he is about 6 feet six. 
and is living in pl a infi 
a nd never fails to hake 
He said he was tired and 
Cane Hiver, following hi 
n s everyone in the house 
on the t a ble and read an 
only after finishing it 
week's Cane a iver Memo. 




see my old friend, Johnny Burden, today, 
he was about , 5 feet tall but now 
He left here perhaps ten years ago 
eld, Hew Jersey, --shades of Van n'yck Broo 
a round 'Whenever he get back to Louisiana. 

couldn't sleep when he arrived on 
s drive down from Hew Jersey, and 
was asleep, he had picked up the newspape 
article „bout travel and that it was 


that he discovered it to 


last 


’ * Across the fence there s an egg nog party in progress, 

including, 1 suppose, the Magnolia mercy widows, the Reverend Fatht 
a iid so on. The hostess for three days , ha a been 
reminding me of the impendin g festivities but the 
delights of solitude in contrast to the society of the hedonists 
appeaj s to me so much more that l^ere I am chatting with 
little Miss ■Lee instead. 

T did see Madam Regard for a little while alone 
this morning and we compared notes concerning the 
unsatisfactory hub-bub of Christmas and after 

she had expressed her disappointments over her own preparations 
and 1 had complained to her that circumstances had put 
road blocks in getting my seasonal greetings off to Lyme, 
we both agreed that hurlyOburly is something made for 
the satisfaction of others than for us. 

, 

1 still have quite a batch of unopened Christmas 
cards and quite a few letters but until I an done with 
ky cold, I'm not going to exercise myself, including 
my mending finger for anything much beyond the column 
and our daily chats. And now I shall do some work 
on the data Ora procured for me and after that a dab of TheCathedra’l 
and thence to dreamland . 


Memorandum ; 

My radio tonight has been talking about a 
band of snow to be spread over the seaboard from Virginia 
to Hew England. "Misere", shall we say, and I'm 
holding the thought that not too much of the stuff 
will be dumped on Lyme. 

It's cold down this way, perhaps the colder because 
of no cloud coverage. It's abo.ut 30 at 9 and 


will sag to about 25 before morning, 


said. 


suppose 


that will "cook" the banan a plants which cannot be covered 
so readily but lots of other delicate things hav been 
tucked snugly into warm covers which I shall le a ve on them 
ihem since tomorrow night will repeat tonight's pattern. 

I take it the egg-nog partyacross the fence last 
night must have been q ite a success. At coffee this 
morning, Madam R p gard mentioned how gay J. H. was, 
a nd at supper tonight, J. H., for the first time I can 
ever remember, referred to the party and said it 
really approached quite an exciting point in 
a scuffle between A&ita A^ala Herzog Hold and Father 
Calahan. Atala, a Washington, D. C . resident 
h n 8 long been a fervent Eisenhower enthusiast. At the 
time of the McCarthy regin of terror, Father Calahan w a s 
inclined to be anti-Eisenhower. But last night revealed 
that both enthusiasts had switched their camps, for when 
Atala beg a n down-grading Eisenhower because At a la didn t 
approve his Little nock methods. Father Calahan leaped to 
the President's defense, and, according to J. H. things 
waxed warm for a little while. .It w must have been 
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doubly intereating what with F a ther Calahan usually 
paying court to the Hertzog menage and Atala always 
soremark a bly courteous to representatives of 
her Church.. Isn t it wonderful what feelings 
can be stirred by this whole racial business. 

I tuned in tonight at 8 :30 for "'Che Last Word", which 
Ora had told me had appe ared in the paper as being 
listed for that hour. As so often happens, 
in the Central time zone, it was the Eastern time that 
was given and so i caugh up with the thing at 9: 30. 

I find it an en-erta ining program and I was delighted 
to learn that Invitation to Learning is 
now available on, Sunday mornings at 9:30. Last Sunday's 
revolved about Epicurean philosophy and I liked it 

Hr. Beckermaiu telephoned to give me a further 
report on the survey he is making of the Alexandria 
field with a view to pr nting a paper hat 
will serve the 60 to 1 00 thousand people of color living 
in the Alexandria area. It is interesting that several 
of the leading merchants with whom he has discussed 
the matter h,Qve favored it to the extent of taking 
advertising space although the present lull in business 
is, incling advertisers to cut down their publicity 
appropriations. It seems that the Aixandria 
Town Talk never mentions tue colored race or any of its 
individual members and never repo ts any of the 
social anf fratennel activities of this large segement 
of the- population the newspaper serves. It is 
amazing that a town of fifty tousand inhabitants, surroundei 
by a Parish withp rhap3 12b thousand people has but 
one single newspaper which is a bout the poorest excuse 
for a newspaper J. know. If Mr. Beckerman can print 
such a paper as he envisions on his own press and 
d s r bate it in the Alexandria-Rapide s area, 
he really ought to make something of a dent in± 
the bland dumbness of the ‘Town Talk, d should 
imagine. . 

I was vaguely surprised tocay when H a dam Regard mentioi 
Cane 1 ‘iver M emo, saying she had neyer heard of the Diamond j 
i\'u,xh,lace. I suppose most people haven t heard of it but it doei 
a little odd since every body seems to have heard of the Vut 


Wednesday, January 8th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

How nice, how very nice to find a surprise from 
Lyme in today's post. But I hope with al 1 my 
heart that little Miss Dee will never give a thought 
a bout written correspondence when times are so busy and when 
the telepathy department is working to such perfection. 

I can't think why it should seem so but somehow it does 
appear wonderful that the evening message from Lyme on Monday 
should h^ve touched home base so quickly and I am delighted 
to know how things turn. 

And may I say how much f. apprec iate the two enclosures, — 
the picture of Dr. Mellon and the re productionsof the 
pict res in the other. I shall mention these in my next 
letter to Carolyn, recommending that she give thought 
to making use of some of the color film she has covering the 
career of the artist for, as you $o rightly point out, this 
series appears to have been made for the inclusion of such 
ma beria'l • 

I have thought so often about the wea ther in Lyme all day 
long when I heard that it had, indeed, received the Ijlanket of snow 
that had been predicted. I hold the thought it didn t gum up 
transportation inside the city too much and that disposal of the stuff 
where little Miss must trod the highways was cleared away before 
3he had to venture forth. 

Here it remains cloudless and cold. I doubt if today's 
thermometer got up about the lower 30's and it is evident that 
it is in the 20's again tonight. But so long as there isn't 
any snow, one doesn't mind in this neighborhood and the 
freeze will prob a bly discourage many an insect and thus 
give many a gourd, cotton boll and pecane a better chance 
when summer is upon us again. 

Carmen telephoned today to report on her sister's health. Hhe 
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Carmen says that her sister has been having '"say spells of 
lifte and had the lady doctor this morning. The illness 
is something easily corrected by some kind of c rhct zol.sn 
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Misere . 

Before this ribbon stuck, I think -L was saying that 
the lady doctor told Carmen that she had supposed a 

week or two ago that she had thought she had found a baby about 

to be born that she might adopt . But it turned out that 
the prospective motl^er, delighted at the prospect of never seeing 

the baby, insisted that she be given the right to enter the 

maternity hospital under the name of whatever lady proposed 
adopting her child. Haturally, if given this chance to 
ma ke use of the name of Mrs. DoWorsley, there is too much chance 
that at some future date, site might change her mind abou.t 
wanting her child and then could cause no end of trouble by 
claiming she had been permitted, with the consent of the foster 
mother, to make use of her name. 1'he lady doctor had given 
up the idea of adopting' that 'child at its birth but said 
she was continuing her search for another. It seems so odd, 
with so many parentless children, all the agencies apparently try 
to m ; ke it as diffi ult as possible for any one to adopt them and 
that an unwed mother, being promised her unwanted child might 
have a wonderful home, should refuse to permit it unless she 
were permitted to get a strangle-hold on the prospective 
of3ter parents. 

I finished TheCathedral jast night a nd still think it 
one of my f a vorite light novels. That so many people never 
read seems so odd, especially those with nothing but time on their 
hands, and now it is beginning to seem even odder to me that those 
who obviously do enjoy reading so seldom ever again make the 
a c rjuaintance of characters a second zime, after once having 
raced by them hurriedly on the initial reading of the story. 

I have found myself a little surprised during the 
pa 3 t few days at the apparant failure in their imaginative powers 
on the part of the Madison Avenue boys , For the past 
week, in fact, they have been putting out the news 
that the President is in Gettysburg, working on his State of 
the Union speech. It is said to be 6,000 words in 
lengt , the shortest on record. Tonight the "hite House 
ri nnounced i that the President had cancelled all the day 1 3 
appoinzments to work on his pseech. Since everyone knows 
that all the President's speeches are written for him, it 
seems to me highly silly to try to stretch the composition 
of this one over such a prolonged period by the man who 
has scads of experts to knock them off for him. In fact, there's 
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something as clumsy about the handling of this 
itew as the releasing of all news regarding the 
President s several illnesses a bout which experts didn 
to have much luck. And what a strange thing that 
military affairs should have slumped to such an alarmi 
level under the Presidency of a former commanderinch 
One might hot think a military man as fitted for a 
political post hut i, for one, would have assumed that 
if any branch of nationdl functions might suffer under 
a military man, it would the he military that would su 

wrctg 0/ C ° UTSe • jU3t a ° es *° proue 

But I star tied to fill in half a page and i seem t> 
started on a book so let me break off and 
merely saj/ once more how ha py J am'' to have your 

nice letter and to pray you not to try to rite while 
the hurly-burly holds slay . mine 


Thursday 


9th, 1957 


Memorandum 


aks of Arctic weather in Lyme and 
ng the switch back to milder temperat ures 
it have been here today . This morning 
on the big old iron pot was thick. But 

„ \..." . . ._ l 

at a great rate, for tonight it is freezing in Florida while local 

Our low tonight, will bi 40, 
mildness of the afternoon seems to make 


may be as swift a 
it was 82 and ipe 

the block of frigid air must have been movinq southward 

n — j. ... .. . - Y _ 

it is much like Spring, 
it is u aid and the ? / ‘ * 
that forecast convincing 

I figured the sap in the nandina bushes must be about 
about as low a point as might be expected this season and 
so I gr a bbed at the opportunity to do some 
transplanting. What with most of the new fence along the 
front'of the garden being in plage, I ran a row of 
nahdinas 3lap along it for several hundred feet so 
that it parallels the row of pyracanthus on the other side of the 
fence, the Highwa Department now h n ving eliminated the 
pyrocahthus in tlte widening of the road as yet but will 
prob n bly get to that descructive gesture almost any day 
now. The eartl 0 ] was damp, --a holdover from our 
December rains, I suppose, and although it is rather too dry 
a place for nandina, 3till they will pr obably form a fairly 
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A fewmontha a go I did a Cane^iver Memo about Jack 
Marcelle and bis automobile. I can add a new chapter to 
tnat piece when subject matter grows dull for Jack, while 
retaining his passenger car, has now acquired a truck. It 
is red, some what batteretf and has no headliglts or 
tail light but that doesn t mc.tter since Jack never drives a 
car any way. Me bought it from J. M., paying one hundred 3nd 
fourty dollars for it. He has it parked along since the 
passenger car and there, I suppose, it will remain until 
both have gone the way of all flesh. But it affords Jack 
„ great deal of satisfaction, just contemplating it, and 
I still maintain that Jack gets more out of his 
cars at les8 expense than a ny other automobile owners 
I know. 


Friday, January 10th, 1958, 


As 1 look back over the Christmas cards, I am impressed 
by the absence of greetings from two people, --Hiss Myra and 
Lillian Trichell. When here early in. December, 

Blythe remarked that Lillian had been planning to 
come down to spend a little time with her but was waiting 
until her dog ill for some time, had improved. as for 
Hiss ffyns,WatSon called earlier this evening to say that 
the Committe or Board for the forst resotration would 
hold a meeting tomorrow at 5:25 at the Chamber 
of "ommer and t at he hoped I would be present as 
there were some important financial matters to be 
transacted. picture me lending my weight in final cial 
matters. On the telephone, everything is a'lway so 
lovely between Gene and me and I shall always do al 1 I can 
to keep our relations on a telephone basi3. I 

a3ked him he he had seen or -heard tell of Irma Somperyac lately 
a nd he went into a great spiel about tierefforts to contact me 
i ,te in November, I didn't tell him I had tai ked with 
her half a dozen times around Christmas. He said she was 
going tq be out of town for several weeks but I 
shouldn t be surprised if she is home right now aLthough 
I shall-not risk dialing her humber since I 
don't want to get bogged down in an old 
night chat. — * 

•■.OK ;i :;i e. 'a &;<• tsi •' •» • ; ■ 

And now I must do some mailand after' 
that, having finished Aie Cathedral, 1 think 
return to Mont St. Michel et* Chartres, since 
when the Cathedral came along. Yesterday's 
mail from Lyme is still vibrating and making me hap py..... 


shal 1 
dropped 


tha volume 
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Memorandum• 

It certainly is pleasant to have mild weather again. 

At the moment many of the plantation people apear to 
be in one of those cycles, so long associated with the holiday 
period, when, once the routine is broken, everyboy finds it 
difficult to get back into the swing of things. This year, 
the holiday season having been followed by a cold snap, making 
out of door work impossible, the Christmas frolic seems to have 
become chronic and labor generally rattles along, in large measure 
3till out of joint, j know not • where they get the money for 
wine but it is obvious that wine is being consumed copiously 
ind interminably. I get the impression the drinkers are tired 
of the drinking but somehow the tempo continues and one can do little 
but hold the thought that the practice will be broken eventual Iy 
a nd normal life and activities return. 

While the noon hour was in progress today, the Dark Duke 
borrowed one of the trucks, drove it up to the honkey- 
tonk, went inside and got sleepy drunk while folks at the store 
waited and wondered where the truck could be.. This is but a 
mild sample of the confusion that goes on at such periods as the 
present one •hen everyone appears to lose all sense of responsibil ty 
and any inclination to make the wheels of agriculture turn 'round. 

La e.this evening I was busy taking dictation from the ape 
recorder when Father Calahan appeared at my door. He had been 
taking a little walk and had stopped by here for a chat. I 
got a kick out of his account of the egg-nog party and especially 
Atala Hertzog Hold's position in regard to the ~ittle Hock 
affair. He was very sympathetic for Atila but seemed as puzzled 
a s I that superior people can be so blinded by racial matters Father 
Calahan who has spent most of his life in Wise onsin and Pensylvania, 
told me he felt very strongly that if and when the racial 
b mers are eradiated white folks in the South will 

accept sensibleprogression with far more speed than in the North. His 

0t '“ r ' 

” - \ v T c 


and S 
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Sunday, January 12th., 2958. 


Well, I'm certainly having a time with this machine, — 
first the paper slipping and then the ribbon catching. 

I found Madam Regard alone this morning, her daughter having taken 
'off early-early again for an ther frolic. Tike latter got home before 
dark, however, and although I did not see her, she must have been 
inordinately happy, what with the prospect of so much to refate 
n bout doings in the big road. 

A couple of R. E. A . men were here for,dinner and John Wenk 
put in an appearance while we we e at dinner. He had come down 
from Shreveport in the morning and had been taking flying 
lessons. He went b a ck.to town this afternoon and once or twice 
around 3 or 4 o'clock, I noticed an airplane flying rather low 
over this neighborhood and I assume it to be John. He 
plans more lessons tomorrow and Sunday and perhaps will return next 
week end with a view to getting his license or whatever a boy 
gets enabling him to take to the clouds on his own hook. In 
what a whis we are living but to what point or purpose, 1 know not. 

Mr. Beckerman telephoned me this afternoon, asking 
me if a would care to drive over to Hodges Gardens on Sunday afternoon if 
he was able to make an appo mtment with Mr. Hodges. I declined with 
th n nk3. I have outlined some pn ting jobs which a think Mr. 

Becke^rman might get if he could get them properly arranged for submissi on 
to Mr. Hodges but I have no desire to get tangled up with 

Mr, Hodges on that score and I most certainly do not feel any inclination ■ 
visit the gardens after the big freene through which Louisiana has 
just passed. The place gets into my hair enough when 
viewed under favorable botanical auspices and it must look like 
the end of The world following the recent visitations by Jack Frost. 
il.u. .v >: o .91\.' IU » * : iiu- • hr - ,/v 

I shall be interested to see little Miss Alberta's painting of 
Melrose Celeste is having re-framed to the tune on a hundred bucks, —gold 

f°tlh e s n afie e hIvl l ° V * m ° m ° re P aintin 93 by 

g 13 “Pon us... ™ 3e ar * in the works, sureln n 

* * * surely a season 


Memroandum : 

It's raining tonight a nd fairly warm at hough 
prob a bly the rain heralds a dab of cooler weather. 

It was aquiet week in these parts and I 
guess I saw nobody from the outside world. John 
Wenk had dinner with the two ladies and me across the fence 
this noon and then took off for another flying 
lessen and thence toward home. 

I saw the artist yesterday who was in one of those 
sober moods wherein she occasionally seems to forget 
she is talking to one who enjoys her confidence and proceeds 
to tell interesting, tales concerning her doings 
which may be helpful as a protection when speaking 
with a less sympathetic soul but a little silly when 
passed off on me and ± always laugh in my beard and 
she always seems a little startled. She 

h a d asked me to come over to see some needle work on which 
she was engaged. Some canvases, unpainted, fell from 
a chair and she hastened to explain her sister had sent them 
h a ving forgotten she had told me on the 'phone that 
Miss Simons, occupying the camp by Fugaou's camp, 
had brought them. 

• 

Before x left, and this was really what was biting her, 
she wanted to ell me that her daughter in Detroit 
had written to ask her if she would accept a TV as 
a gift. The arti3t said she wanted one but wondered 
if ± had better take up the matter with theWelfare Department 
before she got one, since people on the rolls weren t supposed 
to buy such things. She had forgotten that a few days 





ocoe 
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before she had mentioned she hadn t heard from her daughter 
in months and months, and, it goes without saying, none of 
her children were ever able'to give her anything of such 
cost. I told her I thought J could fix the thing so 
it would be alright and to go ahead and get it and to 
tell the Welfare if they said anything that it belonged to 
me. The poinF of her subterfuge with me is that 3he 
doesn't want me to know —and I can't say why — 
that she is painting pictures for Miss Simons a»d proposes 
to put the money in to a TV set . which certainly seems 
odd since she is bound to know from to many billion 
cases in the past that I always f a vor whole heartedly every 
purchase she makes for her own enchantment and, after all, 
since it is she who makes the money, 1 can't see why she 
should have any qualms about buying whatever she 
fane ied. 

,H3 I turned this page, she telephoned me. She 
appa rantly is having a party for I could hear gaiety as 
well as her voice and it was obvious from the way she laughed 
that the party was not without libations. *hat a 
remakkable wom a n, untutored and inexperienced and 75 
r iid getting along swimmingly. 

It is pleasant to report a vast improvement in my 
Cold but, in spite of that, I felt like folding up 
my beard early last night without doing any reading. 

I was awakened at 11-50, however, to make a 
telephone call. It seems there had been a "doin's" 
at the honkey-tonk and Will tiogers had shot Charlie 
Turner through the leg and Chari ie /tad to be taken 
to the hospital. The case is unusual 

in that Sill and Charlie are among the more conservative 
members of local society and usually at least one of 
the pirticipants is more on the trashy side than either 
of those two • 

I felt very noble this afternoon in that 
I knocked off 14 letters to various and sundry people 
from whom I had heard or should h a ve heard during 
the hoi idays, —Edith Syatt Uoore and s uch like. I 
~m still wondering if Miss Myra Smith is under the 
weather as I have heard from her in months and she 
never fails to send greetings at the U'letide season. 

From the radio, 1 gather it was wintry today in Lyme but 
I hold the thought that such a situation did not 
prevent much q let and ai opportunity for relaxation.... 
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Monday, January 15th, 1958, 


Memorandum • 




An inch of ram during the night was followed 
by cloudy skies today and it's still cloudy tonight 
but the rams have gone for a day .or two and the temperature 
is pleasa.it enough. 

I 1 

To guess which way a Mexican jumping bean 
may hop is as r id iculous as to guess when tlte next f lare- 
up may come between Sister and any of her in-laws, but 
it appears that the stage has been well set for a new act, 
following a couple of months of much love and kisses 
a s between her and Celeste. 

Last night Dr. tienk teleponed to say that Sister 
was air ady to join in tlte trip to Mexico, --the first time 
I had known J. H. and Celeste were contemplating such a jaunt. 
Dr. Wenk stated that his wife needed a vacation from him and 
the children, that the money involved in such a trip 
didn't count, etc., etc., etc. but not the vaguest 
suggestion of an inquiry as to whether the presence of his wifi 
would be satisfactory as a traveling companion. Celeste 
said 3he pointed out that the R. E. A., which is holding its 
.nnual pow-wow in Dallas, wa3 engineering no group trip 
this year but She and J. H. and some other man and wife 
who have friends south of the border qlanned to make a four¬ 
some . Dr. *ienk said that was alright a nd his wife you be 
perfectly happy to join them. Celeste got 
in touch with me, wonderfully upset . She 

declared 3he simply wouldn't go under such conditions and that 
could make up his mind as he saw fit, taking either her or his 
sister but not both. Of course I think she is so right and 
I have no doubt J. H. will turn thumbs down on Sister but 
you can see readily enough what a fine kettle of fish 1 
has thus been set on the .fire and, as is always the c ase when 
Sister stirs up an impossible situation, 

she will be wringing her hands as the outraged party and 
blanmg Celeste for being di sagre e a blWhen and how the bean 
jumps, it is too earjy x .tp, .tell but there s no doubt 
that it will be noisey when it occurs • 


-if. 


I 
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The day's mail brought the enclosure from 
Maude Eberhardt which speaks for itself. I don't 
recall any mention having been made in the Atlanta 
correspondence that an operation had been contemplated 
on Madam Marco's eyes. How remarkable at 93, she 
should be taking a new lease on her sight. Most 
operations of this sort are successful these days, of course, 
but x know not how the average runs for people with 
her imposing accumulation of years. Her 3ight would 
give her so much joy in whatever time ahead is aL itted 
to her and let us hold the thought that she may come through 
this latest undertaking with flying colors. 

I. S. Villard just telephoned. Hhe wanted help. 

She is doing a miniture (miniature ) fort about 

3 by 4 feet, done to scale, reproducing an impression 

of the St. Denis fort with a view to enticing the public 
interest. 1 think, from wluit she said, she got some ideas. 

4 lot of wood was -chopped in other fields during the conversa¬ 
tion, however, and I told her that Beth of Beaufort was a 
fool to have ploughed up most of the imposing cisterns 

of Fort St. Charles when she began planting flowers 
around her Harcisse Hrudhomme home. I suggested that 
she would be smart if-she re-built the seven cisterns, 

-11 of them far removed from the ante bellum home she occupies 
that is a dozen or two yards from the present structure, 
a nd lay out flower beds, marking the position of the 
original buildings comprising the fort, from whose roofs came 
the waters .to fill the various cisterns. If she would do that, 
she would have a unique est blishment, —an ante bellum home 
surrounded by a garden of flowers outlining the century 
earlier layout that had obtained there before Uncle /Jarcisse 
rigged up his "modern" est a bl ishnent. Veil, at that, 

I. S. Villard-nearly swooned and asked if she could get in 
touch with Beth and quote me. I told her -*■ didn't care what 
3he did, only I wanted her to go ov6r to the site 
of the Jean .Baptiste (St. Denis) fort in town and see if 
she couldn't find evidences of cisterns or cistern sites there, 
a nd by the time she hung up, 3he was going around in circles. 

1 * O • It* * 

I got a big laugh this morning when * called Thelma to 
get the name of the .donor of the duck. I told her 
I was frankly shame-faced about being un a ble to Itave obtained 
the name before. I had an envelope in my machine and 
wa.3 poised to write, only to discover that w :Thelma herself 
couldn't remember the name. She said she and John had gone to 
Mic^i and nearly froze during their entire stay a nd 
that w c s that . 


Tuesday, January 14th, 1958. 


a. 

l.U L 0' 


Memorandum• 

Hareissus’graced the Madam's room today and I 
gave Mildred Cunningham a buzz as it is her birthday, too. 

Mildred was as happy as a clam because her twin sons 
are leading b a ck from Japan for Army discharge . During 
their military service, they have been pretty much together 
although not in the same company. For a while one was in Korea 
while the other was in Japan but they could spend their 
leaves together touring Japan, They both left Jap a n 
a couple of days b a ck, one by boat and the other by air, and 
the latter is already at a discharge post in Ark a nsas. 

I suppose the other will arrive in 10 days or two weeks. 

There was some kind of an election today, -- property 
holders voting on something or other but although it 
had to do ~bout whether the State would expend more money 
on roads or not, I guess the majority of qualified voters 
weren't much interested since up to noon, only 9 ballots had bee 
cast. Dan serves on some election Board and accordingly 
‘spent the day here. 

This afternoon there was much noiseby machines in 
the road where the big old machines were tearing up the 
hedges and trees beling eliminated for widening 
the highway. The thin line of nandina T had set out 
the other day just inside the new fence looked as brave and 
pert as could be imagined, now that their over-shadowing 
com anions had been knocked down and carried away. 

Tonight I missed both Lowell Thomas and Morgan Beatty 
by a telephone call from Charleston, or The Bluff. La Storm 
said she just ‘wanted to chat a little but a half hour 's 
go from that distance somehow seemed more than a "little chat". 

I smiled to myself as I thought of how we sometimes 
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get’news of Natchez doings by w a y of Atinta when 
the lady told me that Carolyn's Catfun book had gone 
into another edition and that Caroline's flower number had 
q gain been postponed from January to March for its release. 

Aunt Willie spoke with apparent delight over J a mes and 
his kindness to her while in Hew Orleans and during the 
Christmas holidays in South Carolina. She said some 
people she had met on her world tour last year want her 
to make another world Ijour, starting this September, 
with them but she ioasn t quite sure about that. She 
siad Kay and James might go with her. That possibility 
I cannot quite envision at the moment but one, of course, 
never knows. She asked me if I should care to 
make a quick little side trip with her to Comapala 
with a view to doing Ugandah and Kenya before September but 
I declined with thanks. She said that Irma and Farley 
would be coming over to HewOrleans for March, April and May, 
a nd perhaps she could persuade them and me to run j r to The 
Bluff for a little visit. I told her she had better 
plan to run over to the Crescent City instead, she being 
so mu oh more experienced in getting about. I dor.' 1 
sec h : &w 2' J k‘ •/ «' ' :ir y ? .• n*. 

Jj •' r b ■ ■ c i 

At long last I finally got the address of the duck 
donor from Thelma Kyser, — Log a n Badin of Houmd, La. 

It seems to me there must be lots of mail mix-ups in 

State having one town named Houma and another Homer, 
and e spec ial'ly as everyone pronounces them so that they 
sound exactly the same. Am I glad to dispose of that duck 
business after all this time. Thelma wanted some 
suggestions for the October Pilgrimage dnd I suggested 
she rake in the Country Club society group by 
inviting them to sponsor a Confederate Ball for the Saturday 
night of the SaturdaySunday pilgrimage, therebye giving 
the pilgrims and hostesses who ought to be exhausted on that date 
a n opportunity to frolic some more. She liked the notion and propoi 
setting the thing in motion forthwith. 

I. S. Willard has put in a half hour interruption 
on the 'phone at this point with much plans for Art on the 
educational front and, as for me, I must get busy and knock 
off a column before folding up . 


Wednesday, January 15th, 1958, 


Memorandum• 

And so Shreveport got g half inch of hail 
last night and all we got was a half inch of rain and 
30 much static I could • scarcely make anything out 
of "The ~ast Word". ThatMr. &urgess who is supposed to 
serve as moderator Falks so fast and indulges in so many 
inflections that it is difficult indeed to keep up with 
him when the elements try horning in on the 
program to boot. 

I was delighted to hear from Lionel and 
I can well imagine his delight over Mathew Anthony. 

• ' ’ v o 

Well, having progressed thus far, I continue by 
remarking that only three telephone calls in succession 
between these two paragraphs have interrupted our chit¬ 
chat. 

Ifr. Beckerman telephoned to say that just as The 
Enterprise was going to press tonight, it was discovered 
that the linotype operator had failed to set up this 
week's colum which had been in his hands for three days 
and Mr. B. asked if krx I minded if a notice be 
inserted to that effect w. It seems that the time required 
in making up the column would hold the presses and somehow 
do something else and so on, and I told him any way 
he handled anything I contributed to the paper would 
be entirely satisfactory. After all, the 

recipient of a gift should have the right to dispose of it as 
is most convenient. He said his mother was passing 
through town, I guess as between Florida and Connecticut, 
a nd 1 asked him to bring her down on the morrow and he 
accepted. 

And as I placed the receiver b a ck, the 'phone rang and 
it was Garmen to tell me that a youth named Hart o f Natcitoches 
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a Maryland plane crash that snuffed out 
The youth had visited Arlington 
with his mother and said he should like 
and accordingly he will be. His 
loss of her brother just after 
t n ving had two other funerals to attend to, -her husband 
,?id some other close associate. 


had been killed in 
9 lives altogether 
Cemetery last week 
to be buried there 
sister suffers the 


And then I.Will a rd called to say she had seen Beth 
„nd told her I was thinking of doing a column about 
the vanished fort at Beaufort and that Beth had been delighted 
And then there was n telephonic jaunt all around «obm Hood s 
b a rn, as only I. S. W. c a n manipulate and so here 
we are b c ck to the starting point — if the phone 
doesn't jingle again. 


I listened to a transcript tonight of the President s 
press conference. His voice sounded alright to me 
but what he had to say about his belief that his secretary 
of Hzate being the wisest manhe knows and would be the last 
person he would want to resign seemed logical, coming from 
the source it did. How tragic a ruler can never bring 
himself to resign. 


The letter from Del Chocley 'is in response to a little 
Hunter item I sent along by a neighbor of hers and Harold s 
who was passing this way about Christmas time. I am 
surprised they are at home for it appears they are always 
in Hong-Kong, England or some place other than Lake Charles. 

I thought her reference to her inate desire to do something 
artistic reflected so well the feelings of so many people 
one encounters in life. Del's case is a lot different 
from most people, however, for, unlike most folks, she 
along with her husband, are possessed t of mill ions and, 
poor thing, like everybody else, hasn t learned to make the 
most of the power wlii h God has placed in her hands, since 
power is money,'and cannot make use oj such a mighty 
gift. How many people there : re in the world holding 
a sprinkling pot filled with water in their hands who 
let their j'lowers wither and die for lack of moisture because 
it never occurs to them to make use of the pot for what 
it was designed. 


And having spoken thus, how clear an image 
of little Miss Lee arises in my mind and the grace and 
nobility with which she empties so generously the sprinkling 
pot which God has placed in her ture hands...... 


QL- 



Thursday, January 16th, 1958, 


Memorandum: 

It's sort of chilly but withal fair and 
we aren't supposed to get any rain before Sunday. As 
January is the month when snow, if any, usually makes its 
round, one will feel a little more secure when the next 
two weeks have el a psed in spite of the fact that one year 
Louisiana jot a snvw storm in March. 

I seem to have had quite a busy day and am so sleepy 
I think 1 shall fold up my beard early tnoght. 

I had the house turned inside out, upside down, wrong 
side around other end to about 1:50 this a fternoon, hoping 
to put things to rights before the Beckermans arrived 
when a man and a woman, named Barker, arrived. I 
thought recognised them as people I once had met from 
Pierre or Fargo or some such northern clime but it 
turned out they hailed from indianola, Iowa. I was 
sorry their advent had been so unfortunately timed but 
I did what t could and was ready for the Beckermans regardless. 

I found Mr, Beckermans mother altogether nice. 1 gather 

she does us much traveling as other people we know and certainly 
appears to know her Europe, m and out, although she created 
such an impression only by the occasional word dropped that 
to the discerning would be convincing. The lady has 
. a sense of humor and the four of us, --Mr. and Mrs. Becker man 

h v ng^come with her, had what seemed a very short sitting, as 
is always the case when congenial company gather, 

l . 

They mentioned an'item in Paul Harvey s 
noon broadcast which delighted me, --the fact that 
one can now use a photograph of one s self in color for 
p a ssport picture if one so desires. I had not heard the 
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broadcast but regretted I bad not for I suppose 

Mr. “arvey night well have wrapped up that hilarious point 

with gusto. The Lord knows everybody is bad enough 

in black and white in a passport picture and I can only 

shudder what may be the result when the passport photographer's 

h ndiwork shows an introduction of coloration. J think 

Maul Barvey has a -Jay of getting a maximum of hilarity out 

of any odd news tid-bit and only regret he is 

such a crackpot on most of the serious topics he touches. 

Joe Hegard, Ceieste s nephew, graduazes from L. S. U. on 
the 28 th. and Ceieste plans to drive down to .dew Iberia, pick up 
Betty, —Joe 's mama, - and take her to BatonMouge with 
her and then bring back the whole family for the balance of t he 
week, with the Dallas to Mexico trip scheduled to begin on 
the following Saturday or Sunday. Of cou se there may be 
no Da’llas-Mexico trip The Siszer element will decide that, but 
yway you slice it, the lady seems to be carving out •juite 
a tight- pro ram for herself a week hence. 


, I laughed in my beard a dozen times today when, in answering 
my telephone, one person or another would wail: 

, "But t why didn't you get your column 

in on time for this week's issue. 

< 

. 1 don t know what explanation, if any, the 

Enterprise carries regarding this point but people 
are compqlining r bout the cheating they feel they have experiencec 
Mr. Beckerman said the office had been deluged with irate 
subscribers complaining about the matterwhich pleased 
us both singe it seems to indicate there are readers. From what 
Mr. ceckerman had to say bout the matter, the omission was 
caused by a new but very dedic o ed worker who 
suffers from some handicap, perhaps inability to 
speak.. .inter ruupt ion,.. .Carmen calling for an 
endless rigamqrole. .1 shall append a note to this, 
contrary to custom and hope you will forgive me for exceeding the 
of this memo...... 


Hote : 

'The former court house in Natchitoches, sort of old- 
timey, but perhaps not more than half a century of age, —it now 
houses county offices, was scheduled to be torn down ad replaced 
by a modern building, it now appears that ad joining land may be 
secured for smaller office building and so the older structure 
will remain. A fire 20 or 30 years ago burned the upper 
Part of the building and as a consequence, the old 
clock in the tower was removed. If the building is now to x he¬ 
re -furbished, I think it would be swell to have the clock tower > 
have a time piece and should like to have it of such 
„h extraordinary nature as to be unique in 
the South, --perhaps a figure of St. Denis that 
wouid move forward at the stroke of the hour or 

a Louis TlV on horsehback, —like the statue in the courtyard at 
Versailles, move forward at the bang of the bell. 

I am writing to unimaginat ve commerica'l 
clock makers of the M e tropolitai Tower variety, 
asking what is what....interruption... 

Carmen remembered something else,-- /low, let me see, I am going 
to write to the Dieboid Safe and Lock Company of Akron, Ohio, — 
of all places, to see what they can offer b way of a suggestion 
&Did I mention that my thought was t hat a gilded 
louis X’lV, asride his horse, could be 
con rived go issue forth at the tap of the bell, and 
that a tone or a note or o flavor might b e added to 
he old town by the introduction of this feature, if 
such would be within the realm of the tight-fisted 
Police Jury, wonderfully hill-billy in make up, but 
I'm counting heavily on the horse to stir their imagination. Of 
course what ± have to do is to get the town intereted through 
the column so that they, the people, will be prepared to 
bring pressure on the town fathers and police 

jury to turn the trick, —if Dieboid or some other concern can 
turn out such an item. 







From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M“3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


1)011 


Friday, January 17th, 1958, 


Memorandum : 

Twenty billion sunbeams in today's post to 
make my day bubble over with delight, and, because 
of a flock of interruptions at the wrong time, 
preventing me from finishing my mail this evening, a 
guarantee of equ a l delights for the impending 
week end when I shall be able to finish and then re-read 
what is waiting for me, at the moment locked up in 
its little nest in the armoir. 

Only you can understand what I think of 
h lie Miss Lee and her generosity in the matter of 
Arenbourg’s birthday, It was at once such a 
surprise and such a touching unspoken tribute that 
words emerge as entirely inadequate to cover the case but 
oft' times telepathy conveys messages for the heart 
that the lips are incapable of formulating, How 
marvelous is the feeling of oneness thatso completely 
embraces everything left unfinished by the incompleteness 
of mere spoken or written words • 

t , In the birthday dep rtment, there are several little 

items that, if attended to, would provide the greatest 
satisfaction but just which of these will be covered 
in the birthday max er, I cannot say at this writing but 
1 shall be dreaming on xhe matter tonight and shall 
eventually give some account as to how the effforts were 
expended to bring into full realisation the things al this 
makes possible, 

The picture you painted of atmospheric 
conditions in your neighborhood made me glad to 
think of you as being indoors and safe from the 
blusterings going on outside, and I am delighted to 
h a ve some notion as to how things turned during 
the holiday season, I shall be curious to 
learn in subsequent reports which one, --little 
Miss Lee or her little feathered friend, got the more 
out of the unexpected gift Santa put in the stocking, 

I can well imagine how suprised was the little feathered 




A fruit cake by Daisey in the Dell goes forward by 

this post. If more than you can 
manage, feel free to dispose as you please 
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Sunday, January 19th, 1958. 


and I can readily imagine a equal, amount of joy was 
reflected on the heart of his mistress, just watching 
his reaction. I regretted I was unable to finish the 
paragraph concerning this matter but i shall get back to 
it on the morrow. A secretary had dwaddled somewhere 
along the road and thus we had progressed to that 

point of the gift only when J. H., just back 

from Phoenix, dropped in to say Howdy andsay 

it was supper time. He asked if i knew where Celeste 

was and he seemed not at all surprised to learn 

she was at a party in town. I shall be curious on 

the week end to learn from her how he handled the Wenk travel 

matter. He looked fine, 1 thoughta'lthough he said 

the last 500 miles by car had been a little 

trying, what with the car having a broken spring. He spent last 
night in'iiaco and might h a ve had fun, ± reckon, had he 
recalled that Helen is a resident of that place and 
would It,.ve been delighted, had he contacted her. 

In pursuance of my post script to yesterday's 
memo, 1 got off letters to clock makers of 
the greater dimensions brackets, , in passing, let 

me add that I was a little unprepared to learn that most 
of the clocks of heroic clocks in these modern times 
seeni to be made by manufacturers of safes and locks. 

I don't knew, why this seems odd vo me bu it does. 

I also knocked off a letter to the director at Versailles, 
asking if a small model of the Louis XIV statue in the 
courtyard might be obtainable, or if measurements that could 
be reduced to scale could be supplied, in case the 
project for the town clock should come into the 
realm of possibility. Personally, I think that particujar 
sta ue, the King on horseback, one a rm raised, holding 
a Marshall's baton in his hand, would be just grand although 
I Cali already hear somebody complaining that the King, 
appearing on the face of the clock opposite the Catholic Church 
a cross the street, was obviously shaking a stick at Religion, 
prom experience, I ought to realize by now that my response 
from Versaille3. will probably come from the French Consul 
in Hew York who probably will be forwarded the letter and 
he, in turn, will undoubtedly advise me to get 
in touch with the American Information Service in Paris, 
as has ap happened in regard to a similar statue for 
Hgtcitoches on another occasion.. But if such a 

0 , s 4‘f ul P result, the loss will not 


Memorandum • 

It has 'been such a pleasant week end, what 
uhth a letter from Lyije to be read and re-read, 
providing an opportunity to get caught up on 
c nversavion ancj more important, perfecting the 
giving- and receiving points of the telepathy operations 
in between. 

I so much love to think of the little feathered one, 
his head tucked under his wing, murmuring a goodnight 
song. This is one of the most original and 
touching pictures coming to my attention from any 
source in years and will delight my days 
for the rest of my ex.is ence. 

And thanks for acquainting me with particulars 
rega ding former acquaintances. I a m sorry to learn 
of the physical problem de la feemme due 
ci-devant ministre des finance. She always c nveyed the 
impression of being made of finer stuff than the run-of-the 
mill and I am hoping thaV mental interests may provide 
her with opportunities to fill in the time that 
will probably seem endless to her at first, fter 
having been so active in business over such a long 
period. 


And may 


how much I enjoyed the 


point 


clippings, not a single topic of which'-1 had heard 
bout until you so throughtfully provided them. 

What a pity the Long Island lan scape had to lose by fire 
the Petit BTrianon Inn, for there never were too many 
Petit Trianon Inns and the world can afford to lose 
no such landmarks. I was under the impression 
that Louis Sherry had purchased this p operty 
in the 1920's but I notice the clipping didn’t 
state if the Vanderbilts still own the property or, 
if not, the ident ty of the present owner. 

And the account of the sale of the. 80 foot 
tree from the forest of Blois quite caputred my imagination 
Don t you^know that there will be auh ole forst of wood tha 
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that will be issuing from the factory of the purchaser in 
the form¥*■ of finished furniture, all attributed to this 
one time royal tree. 


Monday, January 80th, 1958 


I take it Hastings House must have unloaded The Friends 
of Joe iJ-ilmore in one big lot through A1 man's. Surely that 
is a good buy, -- a *4 .00 book for a buck. 

You will be interested to learn that jast night, the silence fro 
that Marshall woman was broken by a telephone call. The lady said 
that last week end she had been summoned from Old "onita 
to do seme pictures of the oil rigs in the Gulf and had left 
percipitously wit out even saying goodbye to her Fapa. 

She had dined with the banker and wife and learned from them 
hat Aunt «ihe is supplying n a rnett a ane with material 
on Morgan City for his forthcoing book about the bayou cajuns. 
jurote Aunt "illie without telling Carolyn sugge sting it might be 
as ell to hold up active effort on behalf of Mr. “uue until 
the Cajun book had had an opportunity to have its run w ithout 
too much comeptition, 

Misskamsey fit ther sayeth that she is having her 
pirates Alley rigged up so that she may occupy it comfortably 

» rr _ .. XL ' _ . .... _/> 1 _ _ _ _ I __ O. L.. r_ 


Memo rand urn 


When the postman arrived this morning, I discovered 
it to be my birthday, what with two neat packages being 
handed to me . I had rather expected a letter from 
James but I was quite content to dsicover no first 
class mail and to clutch my two packages and 
scoot home in the rain, for it has been drizzling and 
raining since last night with never a moment in 
bwtween that moisture in one size raindrop or 
n iiother w a sn t contributing to the deluge, 

I think you will agree with me that it was mighty 
sweet of little Miss Lee to supply me so abundantly 
with such vital materials for the tape recorder and 
the typewriter, both machines being employed so 
constantly in this season of inclemncy out of doors. 


during the 3 month s occupancy of her apartment by Irma 
nd Farley but that at dinner Kay had remarked that she was casting 
a bout for a ground floor apartment for Irma and Farley to occypy durin 
stay, she and Aunt "illie paying the rent. Somebody s eems to 
h~ve got their wires crossed a little in that deal. 

She a lso mentioned that Lucille Massey's husband. 

Holt, had died last week and I must drop Lucille 
a note to Waco tonight. 


I think 1 shall push the present ribbon a little further 
until it fades a little more before changing to the new one 
but a must say it's a grand feeling to know-there is a 
new one to hand conveniently so that w/*e» this one decides 
to jump the tr a ck on its own hook or I decide that the 
presence of some likely mechanic make a change possible 
before the old one ■has jumped the track that I can 
sail into the business abundantly prepared, 

, I am under the impression that the, tapes may 
be used over and over again almost as often as the 
typewriter ribbon but often it happens that I 
h a ve material on more than one reel that i want to 
make further a use of and so am delighted to know 
that with this grand stock to draw on, can fill up what 
is on hand and then gaily jump to a nother and thus be able 
fo have a double set of mater ials to make use of without 
having to sacrifice some of the material already recorded that 


As I consider the Christmas mail 1 didn t receive, it 
occurs to me that probably a shall be hearing from Al ice^oklas 
before long and when I do, think, in responding, I shall 
n 3k her to identify the "B.'s" of Ba gate'll e . I am a little 
confused a bout this matter for the last time x was at 
Bagatelle, I was with a friend with whom had been 
walking in the neighbor hood merely for'a walk, and it was 
ohly by chance that he suggested c stroll through 
the rose garden, after which we went into the house 
for tea, uninvited because'my friend seemed to know everybody and 
from that day to this, I was under the impression l had been 
taking teawith the curator as i was under the impression 
that the Chateau was State property rather than private. 


It has drizzled a llday i nd will tomorrow, it is said, but 
it i oas'all sunshine for me, thanks to little Miss Lee . 
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I an Hot quite finished with. There is something so pleasant 
in handling these t ings, winit with the feeling always present 
that little Miss Lee is forever at my elbow, figureatively 
handing me those essentials which mean so much zo me in 
my daily efforts with the spoken and typed word. 


Tuesday, January 21st, 1958 


I played a trick on Carmen today. I may have mentioned 
she is forever passing along news, —a»d i appreciate her 
weakness in that respect since it supplies me with lots of 
things in advance of same, were it to come from other sources. 

She is well acquainted with the two sons of Hymen Cohen and 

their wives and their children a nd so she was considerably taken 

n b a ck today when I telephoned tier today to ask if she had heard 

that one of Mr. Hymen's grandchildren had just died 

of heart failure. She sat up and took notice forthwith but 

I told her to relax again since she probably had never met Buhbuh Cohen, 

one of Mr. Hymen's colored grandsons 1 reckon she could have batted 

me, i had I been within arm s reach. 

... IS : ...11 'SO 1 t 0 t 

Buhbuh had been living in a c a bin on the Bermuda Hoad 
next to u ackie and obliquely across the road from the arti3t. 
out the widow ladies who were his neighbors compl med so bitterly 
n bout him stealing all the ir chickens that o. H. asked him to 
mover across the river last week. He was at his brother-in-law's 
home on the Compton-Jones plantation this morning when he simply 
dropped dead. I suppose he was about 40, the son of Jake Cohen, 

Mr. Hymen's mulatto offspring. He has one brother, Coon-Sam Cohen 
wlto is not long b a ck from prison where he tarried a while after 
killing some colored gentleman or other in the B a you Hutches neighbor- 
hoodAcross the fence, the ladies took a damp day to go to Alexandria 
to have their feet worked on. This noon the Weather bureau 
issued tornado or sever thunderstorm warnings for this area 
between 2 and 8 p.m. with a sudden drop of the thermometer 
from a 52 high to a 34 low. I didn't hear any static on tonight's 
radio programs and so I take it the tornado muslj have petered 
out before it got started. Oddly enough, I didn t hear any 
announcement of the hour the President mill address the Chicago 
gathering getting the 1958 Congressional campaign under way. 

I paid attention to the CBS reports of the news which did not 
mention any broadcast. Perhaps flBC will carry the speech. 1 may 
h a ve been wool gathering during part of that program, 
what with a telephone to answer during a part of it. 

Ofr * 1 '■} 199T »ISO Hilrti S...*’’ 

I have been noticing blank news spots in recent broadcast. 

For instance, a couple of weeks ago, everything w s about Indonesia going 
to pieces. Perhaps she's "done gone" for I haven't heard a peep about 
the place in days. Prob a bly that's all I will hear tomorrow. 

And in folding up, may I again say how pleasantly warm it feels about 
the heart when I contemplate today's birthday gifts and the associations 
they will keep with them in my heart as they are being used . 


Memorandum 


After dropping a couple of inches of rain all over the 
place, the clouds gradually disappeared a little after 
dawn and it grew colder. I reckon it will freeze again 
tonight, even as it did a week ago, and tomorrow it 
wij.1 be cold again but, thank heavens, we haven't as yet 
3een any of that 25 inches of snow dumped on Kansas City today 

A note from Robina dnd Sarah Jones speak for themselves. 

I am delighted that Robina is making progress in the 
right direction, and I'm indebted to her for the mention she 
made of Carrie'3 book for it gave me a notion that might 
be advantageously employed. 

I a-iso had an. idea about The Second Christmas. 

And my thought i3 this: 

The story, as it appeared in the newspaper is just right 
for the newsppper reader but is a little on the ironic 
side, were the column U3ed as a thin Christmas gift book. 

But it could easily be made a Christmas item by adding 
q L'envoie in the form of a paragra h, running some thing 
like this : 


"Later, much later that night, after all the d ouds 
had been swept from the heavens, a big star, the brightest 
in the firmament shone steadfastly over the little cottage 
in Sparrow Lane. t 

"Three car,s, a dilapidated Ford, a sagging pick-up 
truck and a sleek black limousine stood in front of t e place, 
deserted, but inside all was merry and bringt and from somewhere 
seeped the sounds of a muffled song • 


so God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His Heaven 
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It seems to me that ought to wrap up the^ hristmas story 
very nicely, co unting as I do on many a reader to 
recall and murmur to himself the balance of the hymn- 

"No ear may hear Him coming 
But in this world of sin. 

Where meek souls will receive Him still, 

, The dear Christ enters in." 

i'll fiddle with this idea a little and perhaps tomorrow 
get it going toward some publisher. 

As for the other thought, it occurs to me that J a ckson 
a nd Perkins of Newark, New Yo k, get out a beautifully 
illuszrated catalogue of roses in fulll color and that 
Wayside Cardens of Menton, Ohio, issues a magnificient 
cataloye of all varieties of flowers, also in full color on 
beautiful paper. If one could make satisfactory arrangements 
with one or another of these houses, or both, and 
add to them perhaps 4 additional plates in color of plantation 
homes or famous gardens, one could get out a book under 
some such title as "The Romance of the Hose" for the 
one devoted exclusively to that flower, for the general flower 
item, a volume under some such title as "Gardens By God and Man", 
that would i,i lud one garden on the Leutcher-Stark level, — 
rather on the swamp side, and with an appropriate but 
limited text, one would have 3 couple of books that 
might be inexpensively published but sold at 
a substantial profit because the color work and beauty 
might make them handsome gift items. This would 
involve a lot of work, of course, but I could get a lot 
of it done on my own hook and Carolyn could put her camera 
to work on the project with all the gusto she invariably puts 
on to any new slant if it is new. I can just see Carolyn 
waving Goodbye to Irma and Farley and heading out for Newark, New York 
a-i Mentone, Ohio to consult with the operators of color 
presses and adjusting the lenses of her cameras on Leutcher- 
Stark aquatic flower beds. 

The copyright qn The Second Christmas cants to hand today from 
W 3hington. I think I shall let the pu Usher worry about 
illustrating the thing I like to think of the cover 
showing the three cars, in lieu of camels, in front of the 
cabin but as for the balance, I don t seem much 
interested in how that would be handled. 

I was surprised tonight to notice that neither E. Hoscoe nor 
Morgan Beatty mentioned last night's Repbulican campaign 
speeches but that Lowell horns, Jr., had quite alot to say 
a bout the exceedingly impolitic speech Sh-e-r-man Adams c ontri buted 
to .lflAt Aight's barrage of political chatter. 

whicA^i98l!Bt28li t wih 9 $ 0 6oodnygtt'!™ e . A”.°* " The Last Word 
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Wednesday, 


Zt 

January £$rd, 1958, 


Memorandum • 

Such a'lovely.day , so blue and gold, but 
still sort of 40-ish although tomorrow's rams from 
the Gulf will probably bring in 3ome warmth with 
the cloud curtain. How lucky not to be living in 
Kansas City with its 15 inch snowfall of last night. 

I've been thinking so much of Jimmy Durante 
a nd his nose or nez of late, what with Lowell Thomas, Jr., 
a nd MorganBe. tty both talking ihightly about the 
rujjpus going on in Venzuela and the dictator whom 
they always call M Jimmynez while all the 0 her news men 
use the Spanish pronunciation. As for myself, I h a ve often 
wondered if Lowell homes and his son intentionally 
mispronounce words as a sort of pose or for a dash of humor, 

I suppose I have remarked before on this point and how 
the Thomases, for example, call the French liner, Liberte 
in such a fashion as to place the accent heavily on 
the second sylable so that it turns out 
"le-Bert-tee", or perhaps "le-bur-tee". But 
from the pitch things are reaching in Venzuela, it strikes me 
that the jig cr.n.'t go on much longer and the Messrs 
Beatty and Thomas will find Jimmy's nose out of the picture 
before long and then they can yo back to Batista or 
y one of a half dozen of the West Indies dictators. 

I found Father Wroble among the 9 o'clock 
coffee cups this morning and hp quitted his hostesses 
at the same time x left, accompanying me to *.sk if I 
would receive some writers for the Catholic press this 
afternoon. It seems certain Catholic papers 
n re planning a series of articles on the Cang "iver country 
a\id although Father Calahan has done his book 
on the local church, it was felt that the scribes 
would get farther with me than with any of the 
Reverend Fathers. I told him I should be glad to 
see them at 8 this afternoon and at 8 they came and 
I guess they had enough on leaving to keep their type¬ 
writers going for a while. 


9 
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Thursday , January 23rd, 1958, 


l ' t 


, 0 iT •' i\ ' 


I asked Father Wrob'le if the report that MymenCohen ' s 
rand, son was being buried in tUe graveyard of the 
Church of the Children of strangers and he 3a id that although 
the youth had never gone to the Catholic or any other 
Church, he was, indeed, being buried there. I 
was. glad to hear that., —/another example of the less rigid 
atitude of the Church that one used to think of in days gone 
bye. I remarked to Father UTroble that if things 
d.dn't turn as one might hope for a Melrose plantation 
burial for me, perhaps the graveyard of the Children 
of Strangers Church would be the next best and 
he said that that could be easily enough arranged, 
regardless of my lack of conventional Catholic 
onnect ions. 

Tonight I sampled a couple of pages from 
Samuel Eliot Morrison's "The Hew Co'longy of 
Cld Plymouth or, perhaps " x he 'Old Coloney' of 

Hew Plymouth" and found it r ads wonderfully esasily , Morrison 

is one of those profound writers of History who d esn t 

get bogged down in a rc/tOic patterns of presentation 

n nd sometimes e is almost racey in his gusto. And 

one accordingly learns a heap of things in a manner so 

cas\al that they are a bsorbed without on scarcely noticing it. 

T had never thought of one point her brought up until I 
ran across it in this book, to wit, that the pilgrims 
in 1620 when they got to the "rock-bound coast" and began 
making habitation for themselves, were mighty busy 
with fell.ng trees and sawing them to make flat sides that 
fitted neatly, the one upon the o her, for the Pilgrims 
did not build long c a bins but rather constructed somewhat 
more precise, dressed materials. It seems America had 
to wait until the Swedes came over and began their 
settlement in Hew Jersey before lo\g cabins could 
make their initial bow on American soil for it was 
the Swedes who started using plain, round longs in c n bin 
construction on this side of the Atlantic, merely 
continuing a Swedish custom which had never taken hold 
elsewhere in Europe. Their chimneys were of mud, 
their roofs of rushes, and. al though limited in 
man power for their entire project, somebody was appointed 
to watch the roofs since they were forever catching 
fire . 

1 got off a letter to »alter Freese along 
the lines mentioned in yesterday's memo and shall be 
curious to see if he finds anything of merit in my 


Memorandum : . 

typical o~anuary weather, __cloudy and. raw with an 
occasional sprinkle and excellent for ippreciating 
the cosey quaL ity of the indoors. v ut somehow I managed to 
do a dab of gardening regardless although not long 
enough to get chilled. ... t 

A letter from James suggests he i.s conti uing with 
his research on the colonial period although x still 
h^ ien't any notion as to what he may be driving at, by way of 
subject matter. 


The Mary Poste'lthwaite he mentions is a really remarh a bly 
well informed lady on things Hatches, a born research worker, 
in a way, although the accent is on the research and not the 
worker part. For x think she loves exploring the old 
records but has no tahent for doing anyting with what 
she finds. I imagine she has suffic lent income to 
afford \borbing without trying to convert her findings into 
nything practicle for other people's enjoyment. 1 do 
no< mean to m imply by this statement that ± think 
her selfish but , simply that she is enjoying to the fullest 
something that most people haven't brains enough to appreciate. 

I must say, however, that I c /n inclined to feel one's life is ful 

if one has the ability to share one's entfrusiusms with others but 

Mary, while generous to a fault, would share ai ything with 

n nybody, she would never, on the other hand, make 

a ny effort to follow through oft a trail that would 

lead her from her wilderness of historical amplitude in order 

that she might establish contact with others outside 

the magic circule of her accummulated historical data 

and so make it possible for others to share in her 

del ights. 

I sued to see Mary occasionally, usually at night, 
when l would be returning home from a supper 
party at Roan s or some such, M a ry would be 





From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS/ #M"3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 






9052 


9053 


mid often -“ary would be in company with two or three soldier, pr 
boys on furlough from a rm y camps 50 or 200 miles away, intereted in 
learning" something i bout atchez and Mary at midnight doing 
her best to entertain them. She never married and never had 

sex impulse, 1 reckon, which made it nice for the unusual 
uniformed man who was looking for entertainment in a 
strange town in the form of something other tan 
whoopy. Mary spent a lot of time in the L ourt House records 
but I never could imagine how she got there during daylight 
hours for it was her custom to sjeep all day and work over her 
records all night, sometimes going out for a cup of coffee 
or some supper anywhere from 11 p.m. to 3 or 4 a.m. 

j. H. had a note from theCeneral, enclosing the 
clipping about Irma Somperyac Willard, a s king J. H. to hand it 
to me. I am under the impressi on I have sent you one 
of these some time back although in the pre-holiday misere of 
cuts and colds, —"crosses and losses", to use a Pilgrim 
phrase regarding their adventures, 1 may have failed to 
enclose it. Anyw y, here it is and 1' do not want it back. 

. There seems to be no end of doings across the 
fence concerning TV. I thought they had a fine machine but 
it seems it wasn't quite perfect and so another was hauled up 
from Alexa'ndr ia yesterday. This mroning its 
performc.n e didn t seem much different from the 
other which the clerk tells me >was always as near perfect as a 
TV could be. And so this morning, the machine of 
last night's hauling was re-hauled, back to Alexandria and 
in the afternoon it was hauled back again, pronounced perfect by 
the experts, and at first dark there were thus two big old sets 
in the living room yonder and what is to be done with 
the first, I know not. Perhaps J. d, wants the first , 

one for his office, i don't know.. The whole operation doesn t seem 
uncommon in this a ea but when one puts down the same 

pattern for some other loc lity, it seems somewhat extra ordinary, i 

example, taking Lyme as the pivotal point, imagine driving 50 miles 

up the river in quest of a TV set and finding a huge one and 

dragging it back to home,base one evening,, and then hauling 

it back over the fame course on the following morning 

„nd then hauling it back again in the afternoon, and you will have 

some hotion as to what a have in mind. 


iday, January 24th, 1958, 


But the hour advances and I must up and 
)ist my dials to see what s cooking in the 8 


twist my dials to see what s cooking m tin 
cauldrons, bubbling so mightily these days 


South American 


Memorandum : 

Did you say something about looking at 
a funny picture? Well, here ' s -one, taken about 10 
minutes ago when Charles Pratt, at right, 
was. standing in the dining room in front of the 
James Bowie portrait. Millings Pierson of Mate hi toe he 8 
tapped at my door after dark, bringing Charlie Pratt 
with him. M r. Pratt owns the old Jean Baptiste 
Prudhomme place abvoe Bermuda. The Pratts own a 
heap of good property and Charles might ha.’e been 
n lright had he not been born and bred a hill billy 
n nd married to one. When he acquired the Jean 
Baptiste Prudhomme place, he proceeded to take 
down all the ante bellum buildings and cabins 
which the Yankees had not burned in 1864. '1‘he 

place is a desert now but, after all these years 
of "cresses and losses", Ch rles is beginning to get 
interested in the things he himself had so wantonly 
obliterated from the face of the earth. 

Millings Pierson is Madam Be a fort's nephew and 
is slightly wacky. One proof of it is his '.>ast 
admiration for me and every once in a while he honors me 
with a visit and out of pity for him and consideration 
for his mother who is really a grand person, I try 
to be pleasant but I shall discour^ge visits 
at such an hour of the night. 

'The d a y was sort of hurly-burly throughout, as, 
for example, the two Wenk boys blew in unannounced 
0 t supper time, apparently for the week end. 

And at 11:4 5 this noon, just as I was raising 
my first spoonful of chicken gumbo, J. H. 
a rr,ived to s ay that the senior Mrs. Hermon Taylor, 
of Natchitoches Coco-Cola millions had arrived with 
sojne people with pilgrimage intent, clean out of 
Indianapolis. It was an hour and a half later before 
I got b a ck to my gumbo which was fine but would have 
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Sunday, January 36th, 1958, 


be en perfect, had I been able to go to work 
on the thing at the time I made the initial 
start. 

And then there was a business in the mail 
section, A Monday morning letter, posted 
on Thursday, by air, came from Carolyn and was 
undertaken, by way way of reading, by an ungifted 
secretary suffering from hicoughs, I think I 
got the mail drift of the contents but had better 
hold it until a better secretaryb suffering from 
no indigestion, passes this ipay, There was 
some reference to Ola Mae Word and the Magic 
Circle and some inquiry about some Spanish historical 
matter but I'm not quite sure what that covered. 

The balance of ihe,letter seemed to deal with points 
covered in the recent telephone co versation, Irma 
„»d Farley and so on. 

The news concerning Madam Marco sounds 
promising but I gather the doctor rv't 
promising too much, which should not be expected, 
in view of the lady's advanced years. 

I suppose the most line pected element 
in this week's weather was a heavy fall of snow 
last n-jht in Alexandria and Baton Rouge while 


Vv cy 
J « 


irot . 

y 

i- ' 'i 

•d 


pC r ' h 

u . 


I was talking about a Iteavy snowfall in 
Alexandr ‘-a andhaton Rouge last night when 
we got n'er a flake but x guess the ribbon got 
stuck. J. H, goes to Washington, 11. C,, this 
week end with State Senator Sylvan Friedman. I reck 
must be 3ome political pots boiling. Next 
week I believe he and Cemste go to Dallas 
for an R. £. A. thing and so things buzz up and down 
the road . 


reckon there 


Memorandum • 

The weatlier has been so Spring-like, minus, 
however, the showers,, what with much dazzling sun¬ 
shine and opening shell pink Chinese magnolias 

? y a inst the cobalt sky, I'm hoping it was 
ike this in u yme in spite of forecasts for dour 
showers, if x heard correctly, 

It seemed to me I accomplished little or nothing 
but one of these days -i suppose I shall be preening my 
feathers with all that Ims been done in a single day, for¬ 
getting that much ploughing was done on weekends 3uch as 
this one that didn't seem to count, 

I was happy to get in some reading last night 
„nd, naturally, I am enjoying twice as much the 
re-reading of the Johnson biogrupy of Rmily Dickinson, 

I think her poems are usually rather difficult 
for me to memorize and because of her variety of meter 
in a single poem, although enchancing the value by 
such aicls against monotny, they are probably the 
better poems for just that. Let me see if ± can 
rattle off one I thought quite nice : 

"Safe in their alabaster chambers, 

Untouched by morning and untouched by noon. 

Sleep the meek members of the Resurrection 
Rafter of satin and roof of stone, 

"Grand go the years, in the crescent above them. 

Worlds scoop their arcs and firmaments row. 

Diadems drop and Doges surrender, 

Soundless as dots on a disk of snow," 

And I notice that the ribbon got stuck somewhere 
above when -i remarked ± would try quoting from the 
pen of Dmily Dickinson, 
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The two Wenk boys got off for Shreveport sometime 
this morning and J. left for Washington about 
8 o'clock. The ladies leave for M an sura and Celeste 
on to Newlberi a tomorrow at dawning, with » H. 
expected b a ck on Wednesday and, by different routes, 

Celeste plans getting back then or on Thursday. Madam 
Regard will remain in ^an sura, however, since J. H. 
n nd Celeste will be leaving on the week end for the R. E. A. 
junket to Dallas. 

T^e thought jusi occurs to me, a n d I know not why 
I hadn t pondered on the point before. The Dickinson poem 
poem, quoted above, was written a bout 1861, as all of 
her best * things were written contemporaneously with 
the Civil far, — '61-65, and obviously from the phrase 
"rafter of satin" indicates clearly enough that b a ck 
in those times, undertakers were using mighty fancy up¬ 
holstering for caskets, a wrinkle which, I should h a ve guessed 
might have been of much later innovation, 

You were so kind as to inquire about need I might have o v 
n n extra Dixie u oto as of October 6th, and this was made 
in reference to M ar y Rhodes. Do you recall if she asked me i v 
I could secure a copy for her. I have forgotten. I 
h n ve a couple of extra ones at the moment and will send same 
you respond in the affirmative regarding M ary. Later, 
if 1 need an extra to draw on, I shall be so glad to know 
you have one or two in reserve. 

While taking Sunday night supper across the fence this 
evening, -*■ chanced to hear Chari s Laughton on the TV. 

It is always so pleasant to hear him although ± was frankly 
disappointed they gave him such miserable stuff, I suppose 
to get a laugh out of the audience, when his marvelous 
gifts could h a ve been employed so much more profitably and 
might have given everyone 3uch pleasure, had the 
script only included something other than trivia. 

in the Face the Mat ion program today, James Haggerty 
added ho lustre to his stature, itseemed to me, when 
he declared he could see nothing inconsistent in 
the President maintaining there should be no partisan 
business in the Defense question in the impending 
campaign while the President's buddy, Mr. Adams, 
accused the Democrats of everything going wrong 
since the Crucifiction It all sounded so much like 
Goebels and the insistence that black was white and 
so on, there bye insulting the intelligence of 
everyone with a grain of a brain . 


Monday, January 87th, 1958. 


Memorandum ; 

Another lovely day wiith all the 
signs of tipring beginning toco me into view. 

Carmen telephoned me early this morning to sa 
gross of Tacoma, Washington, had just wired her 
regarding one Hevile Happ, discharged from 
service in Tacoma, who said his 
father. Fellow tiapp, would send him 
the $7 0.00 required fo his transportation 
home. Carmen wanted to know if I could 
put her in touch with'said Fellow Sap. 


Let me adjust this Denhome margin a dab, 


And the answer was that I could, for it was Fellow 
SaPP who finally, after much doings, was able to 

provide me with Emmet as soul companion for Erwin. And besides, 

Fellow Sapp's older son, Dog Sap, had once been an 

excellent secretary of mine, and when he went off to the wars, 

his brother, JJeville Sapp, used to help me sometimes. One 

day, during his tenure, I chanced to have just 

washed out a pair of fancy socks and was hanging them 

on the picket fence at the end.of the house to ry when Neville 

cam along. He read a couple of letters for me and went on 

his wan, und within a couple of minutes, I took out 

woolen s.eater to air on the-same picket fence and discovered 
my fancy socks had vanished, --with Neville, - 1 suppose. 

I don’t know if Uncle °am ever washes out his own socks, but, 
if so, perhaps Neville couldn't resist those either. 

It was Fellow Sapp who once op pled in town to have 
his name entered on the Welfare lists. A stalwart 
man, he explained he didn t feel able to work any more because 
when driving a lload of cotton to the local gin, lie 
had been struck by a bolt of lightning. This surprised 
the Welfare official who asked for details. Fellow said 
the bolt had left no mark.an.him.but it had struck him 
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a lright, —in the little finger. He was asked if this 
h n d frightened vhe mules and he said it had and as a matter of 
fact, when the bolt had fallen, they had flushed. It was 
thfirst time I had ever heard of a mule flushing but it 
seemed no more remarkable than a man getting a bolt 
in his little finger, nut be that as it may, Neville 
will he putting in an appearance before i-he eek end and if 1 hai 
;i y more fancy socks to wash out, I had better hangx tItem 
some place where they will not be likely to tempt 

Neville., . 

The Sapp family is a urge one and i like all of them that 
j. know but I must say the one I know best certainly has 
?i odd a name .s I ever heard, —Dog Sapp• 

On the plantation front, there seems to be vast activities 
going on i. the Montrose Hills where thousands of pine 
trees are being set ou,t in newly acquired a± lands. 

I have no idea how many trees are set out in a day but 
lots of them, I suppose, as they are seedlings. And 
what with the weather man promising showers for tomorrow evening, 
t tjie planting done today ought to be just perrect for 
getting a refreshing drink of water on the morrow. 


TO - 

i;' 

U'.9S 


Ora called me this .fterpoon, She didn't 
hove mu h to say by way of news but did remark an ex-Marine 
m her English course seems to h r ve unusual talent and 
with mid-te m vacation this week, and his home in Ohio, she 
hrd invited him to spend the week end with her family. 

I inquired if he had ever seen the plantation country and she 

sai he had not so suggested she bring him down here 

on u unday afternoon. She said she was to give a book 

review before some club shortly and thought she would 

use "Southern Belle" by Mrs. Upton*incXair, a book about which 

I had hot heard. I believe she said Time mentioned 

it u while back. t 

.‘■he Talkmgbook topics in ink print came today 
jad I shall enclose it. And that rem nds me youasked 
bout a Library of Congress li3t which I intended to 
say before this that 1 believe one did come 
a little while before Christmas but what with the 
crosses and losses being sustained at the time, I think 
I must have buried it along with so many things piling up on 
me qt the time. That you should have remembered it strikes me 
as remarkable . 




Tuesday, January 28th, 1958. 


Memorandum : ...... 

It's rainy tonight a nd will be cloudy tomorrow 
but it isn't too chilly and there will be not frost. 

Madam Beaufort telephoned me this afternoon and 
appeared full of news, much of which I didn t pay much 
attention to, since much of it had to do w ith her pet 
bhorences on various commiettees in which she figures, pot shi 
~t Carmen, Mildred Cunningh a m and so on and lying in precisely 
trie s^me way that people with her type of mind and Bister s 
always lie to m a ke a case for themselves whenever their own 
outrageous performances have been brought into collision with 
somebody else . 

But I Was interested to learn from her that she had been 
at Blythe 's~house in Alexandria and that she had learned from 
Blythe herself that the latter had finally sold the band home i 
that its purchasers were two neighbors to right and left of tht 
place. They will take down the residence and diide 
the gardens between them. I am so accustomed to hearing 
„bout people selling off a protion of their property 
fo others to build on that this intention to enlarge one s 
gardens by incorporating adjoining ones and demolishing 
tJie residence does seem quite a new twist. 

And beth sayeth further that she and her husband, Vernon, 
are going to the' Hatches Pilgrimage this year, — a Satu day 
and Sunday, staying at Stanton Ball, and attending the coronati 
of the two queens, "the first time this has been a feature 
of the tableaux". I did not know what she was talking about,- 
the crowning of two queens" but as T wasn t interested, I was 
careful no\ to inquire. 

• • '•* • ’ ' 1 

I re a d a little more from the Dickinson biography 


1 







% 
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Wednesday, January 89th, 1958, 


)*\a o "• , 




.. 

ar >.• - 


last night and ran across a line which prob a bly is 
not on inal with the poet but possibly is quoted by her,— 
it is impossible to tell from the recorded text. it 
enters the text in a letter Bmily is o riting to a friend : 

" .cs was said of the convalescing bird, 

'and then he lifted up his throat 
and squandered such a note, 

A Universe that overheard 
j.s sticken by it yet." 

Even the line may not be that of Rmily Dickinson, it 
illustr ^es perfectly the rhythm that was so natural ly hers whic 
being diffe ent from my own, make remember ng the beat rather 
difficult for me. To clarify the point, I 

should have instinctively put in a two syllable adjective in fro 
of the word, note, which would h a ve made it so much more natural 
for me to express my own emo.tion, I suppose ome word 
like "mig ty", powerful", "Strident or some su h would h a ve been 
my impulse so that the line would read, concerning said co-ivalss 
feathered friend 

"and so he lifted up his throat 
a nd squandered such a strident note 
a Universe that o.verheard 
js stricken by it yet. 

Surely Dickinson poems nee no apologist but while 
J find them as precious to me as the loveliest of the 
French impressionist paintings, the medium of expression in 
both lines of ende a vor is not precisely what I, myself, should 
ever attempt to employ in espressing precisely my own tempo, 

I want to talk a little qbout athe'letics and 
education, as reflected by doings in this Parish, but 
i'll save that for another sitting. I 

ought to have something to report concerning Agricul -ure, 
too, what with J. H. scheduled to reach home sometime during 
the night, his plane landing in Hew Orleans at 9 tonight. 

As for graduation exercises at Baton Rouge today, 

I suppose the lady will be back with news on that front 
before the end of rhe week. As Master of the 
Round, all I can report is that the canine world appears 
alright .. 


Memorandum: 

It's spring again, on the sunshiney side, and 
tonight's moon is svelt and liquid. 

Heaven knows what time J. H. got home last night. 

His plane touched at Hew Orleans at 9 and he drove up 

from there, stopping at BatonRouge, so it must have been 

close to morning when he arrived. I saw him about 6:30 

at the store and as he was le n vmg after breakfast for Alexandria 

md had an appointment in town immediately after dinner, I 

take it he hasn t ested much. 

One seldom know much about the motives of politicians 
a nd the people behind the politicians who pull the strings and 
so I don't know muqh about what actually went on in Washington and 
mighty little about the. reason for t he conference. But. I assume 
it had to do about acreage allotments and it was said that 
probably these would be increased this year by the new 
Agriculture legislation. 

One nears that, perhaps because of the use of the mechanical 
cotton picking machines, there is a shortage of cotton that is 
pure white at the present time, --the mechanically picked lint 
being discolorded by the presence of trash when the stuff is 
ginned. I reckon the cotton pickers of the mechanical variety 
also may cut the length of the fiber.. Be that as it may, it 
is said that unless cotton acreage is inc reased| sharply, there 
is every probability that a shortage of the desired grade of 
cotton on the market may well induce the mills weaving cloth 
to import the staple• What with a surplus of about 14 million 

bales already in storage, it would seem odd that cotton would 

be ex imported, and, for all I know, this may be hut an 
excuse for the bit) producers to get restrictions lifted. 

I believe the local plantation plans doubling or trebling 
the number of acres to be planted this year. What dL 1 this is 


I 
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going to do for the small farmer, 1 don t know, but I 
suppose Ue will find himself in a tighter squeeze than ever 
and that he will be reaching the vanishing point before long 
as the . big ones swallow him slowly but surely. 

Senator El'lender seem.ed to be vastly determined to cut down if not 
out all foreign aid A couple of weeks back the radio mentioned 
that the Administration had op pointed Eric Johnson to spear¬ 
head the drive to sell the American public the idea that foreign 
aid 'if a necessity. 1 gather Mr. J. had better get busy. I 

don t know enough about the subject to have an opinion but my 
lack of faith in the Administration ' s foreign policy raises a question i 
my mind as to whether the State Department is any better qual ified 
to handle that important part of foreign affaires, —foreigh aid. 

. I think 1 mentioned yesterday That a wanted to say something 
n bout education. The cook's 6 foot 6 sonis incapable of 
reading a sentence straight trhough but he is adept, in part be¬ 
cause of his height, a suppose, in dropping a ball into a basket, 
and bedause of this prowess, he has just received the o nly scholar- 
ship St. . Mathews has to give this year to a student wfio wants 
to go to college. I shall be thinking of this when a heard 
radio discussions on matters of education. One hears complaints 
by some college professors that they have to do a lot of work 
on their students that should have been taken care of when 
the said students were in high school. I should think it would 
be necessary for a college freshman to know how to read but 
possibly one is only required to know how to get a ball into 
a basket adroitly in order to succeed in entering an 
institution of higher learning and, for all J know, perhaps 
that is all the is required to get a diploma after 
four years of bouncing a ball. I like the boy who has 
received this scholarship but J am floored that several 
other students whom I know who at least know how to read 
are unable, through lack of a scholarship, to go to college 
while this one who can't possibly g a in much from books is 
given the go-ahead.. 

I 

Ce este made it back from theBaton Reuge doings before 
supper but 1 shall not see her before tomorrow's coffee hour, if, 
indeed, then, what with another round at the Beauty Shop may well 
be in order prior to this week end take off for Dallas but I have 
no doubt everything a bout the graduation was darling As for my 
own short-comings, they are bountiful these days, what with 
much piddling around but seeming to accomplish 
mighty little. But gardening ought to get under full sail 

within a week or so and then it wi 11 be al 1 hands to the pump 
as the Spring gets under way....... 
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Thursday, January 30th, 1958, 


Memorandum : <• 

it's odd how quiet things can be for so many months and 
then coincidences can converge all of a sudden so that one tiding 
carshes on top of another in such rapid succession one doesn t 
knowwhere one is at. 

At 18:30 this noon, I decided £ was going to clean 
house. Half the house was on the g allenes, and the other 
half in, a pure uproar, as I contemplated what a swell job 
I would effect leisurely during the ensuing afternoon. And 
fust at that magical moment, the telephone rang. Celeste was 
frantic, 'fhe Natchitoches Caffys or perhaps Taffy's had just 
'phoned her to say they were bringing out some Washington 
people. Could I take them off her hands when they arrived 
within 30 minutes, as she wanted to rest because she was giving a 
stag party for her^nephew tonight. K I could. 

As a replaced the receiver, Sam Peace tapped at my door. 

Be said J. H. was in a terrible hurry and want to ask me 
bout some plants. I dahsed, coatless, toward the store. J. H. 
said he was tearing down ai old house somewhere up the river and 
wondered if the cape jessamine and rose bush and japonica 
examples were worth digging and bringing here.and would I go up 
there with him a nd Dan, both of whom were in the c ar. I said 
I was bound to get a coat and some shears and dabhed home 
to get same while they waited. 

Picture my dismay when I encountered Martin Hirsch and wife, 
plus another couple, of Marshall, attending me on my gallery. 1 sail 
h n il oMd farewell to them as C'lyde^Claude nmmett D vis 
g r Hoped up to say the boss was waiting. 

I went up the road, inspected the plants, designated 
which one should be dug and returned in a truck driven by the Axe. 

Naturally 1 was dashing madly through'the gardens 
to $et decks cleared at Yucca before the .Natchitoches 
contingent arrived wtien 1 was slightly surprised and dismayed to 
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see tUe living room door opening for me as 1 approached. I 
. took it to be one of the Marshall ladies but it 
turned out to be that Mew Orleans lady doctor who 
pust a cripm in my Hunter business in that city by buying 
local canvases on her own hook. She wanted to chat but 
I eased her out as quickly as I could. And as I tured 
b n ck to set hand to bringing a little disorder out of confusion, 
the Celeste contingent put in an ap pearance. Off hand, 

I should say, this was ibout the dizziest, most unsatisfactory 
60 minutes I can remenb - covering s me ti-.- 'ack. but 
the succeeding tour was pleasant enough and the balance 
o the afternoon devoted to digging and planting was alright birb 
tonight I am reminded of the German poet s observation when 
f-rst arriving in •' > 2crk and finding himself sitting opposite 
some Jemimas in the subway: " n h: way they looked'' made 

me feel I'd like to be rocked by a cow". 

The radio has been talking about a new play opening 
tonight on tiroadway, "Sunrise at Camp Bello". As I 
under stand it, this piece revolves i bout the polio stricken F. D. R 
n nd his friend, Louis Howe during the years 1921-1884.. Surely 
the play is off to a good start if it gets nation-wide net 
work comments on its opening night, derhaps we shall be 
hearing more about this business before the season is over. 

As the old expression has it, I find myself "up a tree", -- 
a Christmas tree, this time, and the enclosure depresses me no end. 
you know, circumstances just prior to Christmas made it next 
to impossible for me to do anything about that holiday, but only 
you and little Miss Lee would be capable of understanding such 
a concentration of circum3 ances. James sent me a big bottle of 
wine and Kay sent me something or other,, socks and shirts, as I 
recall, and in casting about for something to send them in the form 
.of a fyushand and wife present, 1 got some sort of a thing the artis 
had rigged up with some old pieces of cloth and sent it be- 
1 ted'ly. And now comes the enclosure from James, giving one the im , 
that he and Kay must have had a skirmish at one time or other about 
type of decors, an the way he expresses himself leads one to believ- 
that such a creation is a subject not to be discussed in that housei 
Be that as it may, the gesture I made is to be withheld from the 
wife for peace's sake, and thus T find my Christmas problems as 
much unsolved as ever and Kay probably thinks I am a bag 
as unimaginative people in t^e same boat might well think. If 
only the letter from *anes had come on some other day than this one 
I probably wouldn t now be feeling so much in the mood to be rocked 
by a cow . 


Friday, January 31st, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find an air mail of Wednesday from Lyme in 
today's post. 

It is good to get a glimpse of little Miss Lee 
and her daily doings and to have the clipping covering the 
Hew Orleans doings for Sunday. I reckon the program will 
hit us at 3 in this area but I shall check to be sure about it. 

I suppose I shall be quite alone on the plantation at the time 
unless that chanced to be the hour.that Ora and the Ohio 
youth, mentioned previously, should chance to put in an 
appearance. but I shall try to esta KLish contact to ask if 
they can make it an hour earlier or later. 

I got the same impression you did about the expanding 
waist line in the snapshot. I haven't noticed it so much 
in the matter of the fitting of garments but the leather 
jacket 1 was bearing seems to give quite a buxom line and 
as I usuajly tend to expand about the Equator at this season 
of the year, I suppose that both actuality and impress ion com¬ 
bine to produce quite a humpt-dumpty effect. 

30 eTX.9'4 *lM '3V*i * o .. - ■ - \ ~' v-W. 

aU wtppos# onjevtfbbtM'g tends to 'increase my weight, 

A&speQ,kal<t[y,-ut : yzi% teuSoik W lyeccx. 7na.y>‘\J)e dite'nfco the fact that 

I probably &at-m,or& during .December.-uncb January- a'Hd probably get 
less exercise. I have long wondered how it is, however, that 
Celeste eats about twice as much as I do but keeps quite 
thin. The only way I can explain it is that she eats 
so fast that it is possible her body never gets a chance to 
bsorb the food. My Dunday dinners across the fence 

are invariably a race with my hostess for I must do a 
heap of dwaddling since she and J. H. are always finished 
when Madam Regard and I are about half finished. Of course 
n l'l ihe Henrys usually tend to have their plates licked clean 
w-thm the space of 6 or 8 minutes and I reckon Celeste, 
after a quarter of a century of practice has attained a like spee 
which I never hope to achieve. There is always a vague 
struggle at Sunday dinner, with the hostess piling more 
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and more stuff of my plate wUile I am resisting in order 
tUat I may enjoy the excellence of the food without having 
to swallow tons of it whole. I like to eat 

a little more leisurely ~nd skimp at supper so that I may nibble • 
something at night as I collapse in my chair to do a bit of readi: 

I saw Celeste for a moment this morning after she 
h a d started her nephew off in the direction Of flew Iberia, 

Ville Platte, Thibodaux or where ever he was heading for. The 
lady was in raptures about the success of the party site threw 
last night for all the young men. 1 believe Juanita B. came down 
with Pat but everyone else present, --the Cunningham twins, 
just b„ck from Japan, some of the Cloutier youths, Deblieux boys c 
and with such a stag gathering, the hostess and her assistant 
in the former of her nephew's wife, --that is Juanita B., must 
h ue been quite the.belle of the ball. Anyway, it was all 
. peffeotly darling A session at the Beauty shop will get things/ 

ironed out today, in anticipation of the week end junket 
of the R. E. A. and so life at the moment carries a rosey glow^ 
following last night's frolic with the youths. 

Ora just called, saying that her family had been invited 
to spend the week end at the President of the college 
in Lake Charles, - the President's home, did ± say. Well, 
that ought to make Sunday free. 

She also mentioned "Sunrise at Campo Bello", 
a nd said all the reviews were wonderful. It seems Mrs. 
Roosevelt's role during the 1980's is .also incorporated in 
the play. Ora said that she had followed Ralph 
Belamy's career with some interest over the years as she 
0 ., \/»<i Juwmn is Ante tfh xtg jboxct Jiim^when iw^ltved in Shreveport and 

.VonJ o wiadrf) turns, aifi ®i &#^th 

•• <'<;LouMinna* or axrsst tftma W* i Wcc£rtt rtfk on raato on 

occasion but didn't knowhe had ever dived in this part of the 
country. 

I have probably remarked many a time during the years that I 
have long felt that Mr3. R. will be the subject of more 
novels, legends and plays than any contemporary woman and 
her presence in .this play strikes me as being but a suggestion 
of. the actualities that will develope in the century ahead. 

To my way of thinking, the Democratic Hathional 
Committe would get a lot more desired value, meaning votes, 
for the money squandered in the impending Congressional 
campaign if, instead of renting so much TV space and time 
for speakers, they would broadcast and telecast "Sunrise"... 


Sunday, February P.nd, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

I'm so indebted to you for h ving advised me 
of the TV program. 

The folks got off about 1 and when the business 
came on at '6 I had the thing going, and although 
an interruption blotted out some of it for me, i got the 
major portion of it, 1 think, and was withal delighted 
to see Old Man Hiver from start to finish, Weeks Hal, 
his lovely Shadows on the -*eche, l a Frances Purkingson Keyes 
and ihe oeauregard House and all but 1 never did see your 
friend, ^arnett “ane, —if he appeared, which I assume he 
did npt. 

Some gentleman named Rousseau of the F. B. 1 arrived 
shortly after the Beauregard House came in to view and 
as the aforesaid Rousseau is a friend of Madrn Regard's 
grandson, Sims R yard, a'l3o of F. B. I., I felt 
it imperaiive that I dispense hospitality although I 
must say I was wishing the gent had staged his advent 
a little later than he did but it goes without saying that 
I was grateful he didn't make it ax y earlier. 

If you had the luck to get tuned in on the program, 

I'm sur,e you felt you were traveling on quite familiar 

ground, recognising places you had actually seen and 

others with which you were equally familiar through the written 

word and personaities. such as Weeks and Frances Parkingson 

who seem to be ac<jU G ntances, although never met in 

person, what with one ' s. fan il larity with their indi idual doings 

Hot a cloud appeared in the sky all day so I reckon the 
old ground hog got an eyeful of his own shadow, proving that 
six weeks hence we shall be in the middle of March and 
nothing more High winds under a cloudless sky had 
blown steadily from Friday night until this morning 
when they died down for three or four hours around mid 
, day but ere blowing again tonight under the biggest full 
moon you can imagine. Thewind itself is off the ice cakes and 


I 
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Monday, February 3rd, IDLE 


the thermometer will sag into the P.O's tonight, it is said 
and it will remai n chilly tomorrow under a sun that seems 
to ha, ye no heat in its rays. 


The last week of January and the first of February always 
seems to have the roughest weather of the year and the 
Weather bureau out of Shreveport remarked that we • 

were lucky in this area that the main flow of air did not twist 
just a little further in this direction, for snow came down as 
far as Memphis and we might have been heavily blanketed 
if the main current of the cold had pushed just a 
little bit in this direction. 


Our clear, cold weather continues. Tonight jul' :oon 

glistens mightily, thanks to the frosty air while. Emmet and srwin 
up by the invigorating ozone, are making a racket that seems to 
carry with double force from their splashing in their water 
course beneath the big magnolia• 

Today's post was fairly bulky but appears to have 
little of interest. One exception is a letter from Lionel 
Jeanmard, enclosing some gourd seed, some of which are 
marked as being of large dimension, —that is to say, the 
fruit the seeds are supposed to produce. I shall plant these 
next month and eagerly watch their deuelopement since 
ordinary enough see,d in the local rich soilh a s 
now and then brought forth fruit four or five feet in length , 
making one wonder what would result if seeds, described 
a s begetting Jarge gourds may be expected to do. 

Some friends from Fargo, North Dakota, passed this 
way, en route to their Lauderdale, Florida, home at secretary 
time and so 1 shall have to go into the mail on the morrow. 

I delighted to report that as I wrote the above paragraph, 
n n idea struck me for next week's column. If 
every year Natchitoches honors one of its citizens by crowning 
him Man of the Year, why not honor Parish personalities 
of 'ff&ars gone bye by naming one such person a year for 
special c ommemoration. Once named by some Board or other ,— 
perhaps the same Board that names the Man of the Year , after 
whichthe college and hi,gh schools could assign their 
classes, in carrying out their research, to do a paper on 
the person thus designated or anybody else whom the 
student may feel has added something to the community by having 
either lived here or in some. way. contributed to the happiness 
of the region. The local newspapers would be i sked to publish 
could publish the best of these, thus quickining 


4 Just before the folks headed out for Valias, Celeste 
mentioned that I. S. Hillard had telephoned her to ask if 
the newspaper women of Louisiana or some such group, would be rec 
at M elrose on March 15th «. Guess the name of the person 
who will have to shoulder that go-round. The State 
Me.dica'l Society is holding a symposium on the Heart in Natchitoche 
on the 13th of this month and two of the specialists from the New 
a rea who are part ic i patina have asked if vhey may 
have a, .go-round here. For a place thatis closed, there 
seems to be quite alot of activity going on which is fraught with 
difficulties, w/mt with the maniac who is forever muddying the wat 
seems to be unusually out of balance at the present time. 

Mien one is puzzled as to how it is that a n organization 

such as this actually functions at all, how much more fabbling it 

is to imagine how organizations on a national or 

internati nal scale rocks along at all. 


I did a little reading on o'u ijU day night, --of all things, 
ihe Man In The Iron Mask. I hadn t realized such a book was 
to h nd when I picked up at random what had come from 
the NewOrleans library. Alexander Scourby was doing the 
re ing and I found myself quite interested in much 
-that v read although some of it seemed to drag in spots. 

I was espec ally enchanted with the chapter or two which set the 
for the Fouguet fete at Vaux-le-Vic omte which took me back to 
many a happy day spent iii that neighborhood I suppose it 
has been more than 30 years since iust I wandered n bout that 
ne ghb . rhood and yet my impressions of the region remain 
as vivid as thought I were there but yesterday. 

And now I must see who is about to Face the Nation and 
tfadiigfiltfnltte&fo mtyVi w Me of your 
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interest of the public generally in people whose 
contributions have too often been overlooked or 
forgotten. 

If I'm not too sleepy tonight, -i shall try 
my hand at this a ild see if I can come up with something 
that might move one or two people to give the 
thing a push, 

I saw Little King's daugh er, Emily, at 
the store this morning. She wus on 

a little bycile her papa had sent her. It was as small 
a bike as I had ever seen, coming up a bout to my knee. She 
said she had cone over to see about the mail, she riding 
and her grandma, Zelma, walking. I asked her 
why she didn t give Zelma a ride on her handlebars. She 
look d at me as though I had .lost my mind and observed 
tha if Zel a "3ot" on it, it "sure would ma3h it down". 

She was so--r\ght. I heard somebody giggling behind me and 
there was Zelma, looking wonderful and seemingly twice 
as broad as when little Miss Lee and I encountered her one 
m rnmg on the Bermuda Hoad. „e all hopped together when 
she spread her skirt as though a bout to sit down on 
Emily's handle bars and Emily w-s terr or-striken at the 
.impending fate of her fine vehicle. Zelma said she had just 
rec ived at letter from Big &ix, —Lottie King's twin brother. 

She said he had written from the ja 1 in Portland, asking that 
somebody sign a thousand dollar bond to get him out hut 
sue figured that if her son could get himself into the 
place without ashing Iter help, he probably could get 
himself out, too, and ’hut. she wasn t worrying about him. 

How often h a ve I thought what aprivilege it would h a ve been if 
one might have been a class mate of Zelma in one's youth, for 
the good sense she radiates always makes the world seem better 
just because she lives in it. If only Cousin Emmet had had the gc 
fortune to have been associated in school with people like 
Zelma, how much further along the road toward Tolerance and 
Chris iunity we woula be. 

i * 

Next aunday Invitation to ±earning is going to discuss 
Hedda (labler a nd I'm look ng forward with pleasure 
to listening . 


Tuesday, February 4th, 19857. 


Memorandum : 

«e had another freeze last night but clouds rolled 
up this morning, looking as though a rain might be in the 
offing, it began turning warm and then the clouds vanished 
and I only shuddered when x heard the radio say there might 
be rough atmospheric conditions in Lyme tonight and 
tomorrow. 

According to the radio, the American sputnick was 
scheduled to pass over this neighborhood tonight around 
first dark but even though the clouds had lifted, I 
didn't bother straining my neck looking for the thing 
which, it was estimated, would be about 1 ,500 miles 
up in the air, which represents a distance a little too 
great for me to penetrate, especially when the object itself 
is said to be no bigger than c basket ball. Since 
the thing is supposed to make a complete round every hour and 
7 minutes, or some such, I don't see why people with 
bright eyes, if they missed it at, say, 7 o'clock, couldn't 
look for it a g a in at 8 o'clock, but there's so 
much n '’out the whole thing n bout which I am utterly 
ignorant that I don't propose giving myself a headache 
by trying to figure out such matters. 

Blyther and her friend, Joan Frantz, came to see me 
this a ternoon, Blythe is just back from a stay in ^ake 
Charles where her brother, Mac White lives. He had a heart 
attack a nd was in the hospital and so Blythe, being a widow lady, 
went down to be with him. When he was in a c ondition to 
be discharged fro n . the hospital, she asked if she might 
fly him up to Alexandria where his other sisters and brother 
live but the doctors said the altitude would be mo3t dangerous 
a nd so he was transferred in an amtulance , — a trip of 
a couple of hundred miles, -<• guess Blythe was at a loss 


~ i l 
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to understand why the President could be flying about 
all over the place, a ,ld following so m q ny misadventures, but 
the doctors couldn't enlighten her on that point. Tonight's 
radio say the President got a slight cold on the chilly golf 
course at august* l a st week end, I still can't understand 
why he couldn't sometime take a real vacation simply by 
"staying put" for a week end, 

Blythe mentioned Carrie's forth-coming Mild Flower 
opus and said she had twice refused to subscribe to the new 
issue as she already had two copies $ the former edition, 

Bhe said further that she, hersrlf, was not alone in feeling 

that la Beaufort was letting her imagination run away with her 

in claiming that she had rounded up subscriptions for 11 0 

copieblythe asked me if I knew how Carrie had financed 

the publication of her book. I lied and said 1 did not 

although, I should have been as vague, had I told her 

the truth, that I had heard of so many different ways 

in which the thing had been turned that 1 knew less and less the m 

I heard. It is true that Carrie did put a fifteen thousand 

dollar mortg r ge on Bnurwood, She told Blythe she 

h a d done so to effect publication, Bui as I may have 

mentioned, a Baton Rouge sponsor of Louisiana publications 

remarked to that Marshall woman c couple of months b a ck 

that h,e was bringing out the thing. That is 

supposed vv be secret, however, and I shall forever play ignorant 
of any Br iarwood-Baton Rouge alliances but 1 shall be interested 
if I ever do learn, exactly how the thing was really rigged up, 

1 heard q bout a little gadget today which en a bles one to 
listen to radio while watching TV or doing whatever c bout 
the house, n sort of hearing aid type of thing which 
can be damped to anything that is grounded, like 
a telephone, lamp or some such and. the plug inserted 
in one's Hex ear, so that nobody hears the program except 
the one making use of same. ( Perhaps you know of this 
contraption. Perhaps it, isn't designed for dwellers 
in big cities. Perhaps it wouldn't fit in all hearths. 

Bu on hearing „bout the thing, i naturally thought of little 
Miss Lee, thinking she might like to try it, if she hasn't 
n l ready, and if she hasn't but discovers that it isn't 
practicable for her use, she could probably pass it along to 
somebody who might be q ble to make use of it. 1 expect I 
shall have same in a day or two and shall send it along promptly,- 
a O'- y small thing, I am told, that will fit in pocket or purse... 




Wednesday, .February 5th, 1U58, 


Memorandum • 

In reality, she had never heard.of Jesus, the olden 
Rule or the Ten Commandments a »d so, strictly speaking 
could not be classified either as a Catholic, a Baptist or 
a Christian, and so I didn't h n ve to ponder long about the 
graveyard of the Church of the Children of Strangers, Sa nt Mary’s ■ 
on-the-Bayou as a place suitable for her final resting place. 

After all , she had spent practically all of her days within 
the shadow of yucca and therefore it seemed fitting to me 
that she should be laid vo rest just beyond the stained 
glass window of the Blessed Martin's Chapel and there 
.1 buried poor, sweet, little Blanche, sticking a branch 
of Chinese magnolia blossms in the ground as a marker and 
wishing I might find Maison to bury along side of her, for 
he, too, has disappeared and obviously gone on to 
some sacrdd feline Heaven. 


I never d 
haven+t found 
a ll by-herself 
dark and later 
shelf on the o 
thumping this 
knock her out. 
along side St. 
by the loss of 


id see Maison all day yesterday and 
him yet. Blanche had her saucer of milk 
on the front gallery last night at first 
in the evening came and sat on the 
utside of flephritite ’ s window to watch me 
keyboard. I hope the sight of me didn't 
Be that .as it may, I found her dead 
Giggin's fountain and I felt the poorer 
such a friend. 


But the Divine Law of Compensation went right on working 
ynd this evening K found the stationary I had been looking 
for since early December, —the Yucca House letterheads which 
I like 50 much. I was un a ble to do much searching for 
the stock which I knew was in my armoir prior to the holidays 
n nd one thing and another had put off the search until 
this evening and my efforts were rewarded and now I can 
discover the same inspiration once more which 1 h n ve missed 
so much during the past couple of months. 

J. H. and Celeste got back fromDa'llas this afternoon. 

I saw J. H. at s upper. He didn t have much news' but did say 
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that there ms so much criticism of the “dministr t ion that 
the R. E. A. contingent from some branch in Vermont came 
within an inch of pulling out of the Dallas meeting and 
.returning home. J.*H. said that the Eisenhower recommendation 
that future R. E. A. attempts to supply rural electification 
should be financed by the banks rather than by Federal 
loans was simply c pronouncement of biig business killing 
formation of future R. E. A. services since the interest charges 
of the banks for such a project would make the formation 
a n impossibility. 

The man and his wife from Marshall who passed this my 
l a st week, en route from Hew rleans, pass d this way 
going b ck home today. ■‘■hey brought with them a man and his 
wife who had flown down from Vancouver to the^rescent dity, 
a nd the latter so much liked 6 £4 Pirates Alley they were hoping 
to be rjble to buy the property. They reported seeing 
Carolyn r-nd mentioned something n bout her h a vmg appeared 
at one of the pre-Lenten balls which seems difficult to imagine. 
Perhaps that type of frolic is claiming the Registers, too, 
since tltey seem behind in their correspondence of late. They 
said further thatCarolyn expresssed the hope she might 
get up to Marshall for a week bend by the middle of 
tlie month. That is problematical, too, 1 suppose, 
although she may have some reason for such a visit prior to 
the arrival of the O'Briens from Horth Hollywood on March 1st. 
They declared further that tney .were unable to purchase 
acopy of C' a jvns on the B a you in Hew Orleans, —the supply 
temporarily exhausted, and that in Alexandria today they had 
also tried to find a copy in the shops there but wa8 
or were told it i o a s entirely sold out but that a new 
shipment was expected shortly. There must be a run 
on Cajuns on the 'Bicycle". 

It is pleasant to report that the grasp of winter 
relaxed rapidly today and while Miami was shivering under 
the on-slaught of a» 18 degree thermometer reading, this 
bend of the river was watching the mercury rise into the TO's 
which was certainly pleasant from where I sat. 

From tonight's radios talk, x gather u arojd Stasson 
is rjb out to be given the u oodbye by the administration. 

Surprise 3eeiyed expressed by nobody but I have long been ama 2 ed 
that he hasn ,t been pushed out long a’Qo, what with his 
well known antipathy for Mixon c nd the Secretary of State, 
a nd the President's oft' express enthusiasm for the two latter. 
I c a n't imagine any Re >ublican winning the *o .ernorship of 
Pennyslvania in 1958 but Mr. Stasson ought to know more 
such matters than I........ 


Thursday, February 6th, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

h perfectly lovely day, so warm that one needed 
not jacket, even when standing at the grave where 
Maison was laid to r est beside Blanche. But tonight 
the wind is chilly again and we are promise another freeze 
tomorrow. I don't recall ever having notice 
in ahy other place I ever lived that a particular week of 
every year was frought with the inevitable rough visitations 
that invariably dominate the first.week in Febraury in 
this section. Perhaps there are similar conditions on 
a particular week of the calendar in other place but I simply 
never chanced to remark upon them.. 

xriends retiming from Coca, Florida say it is pitiful 
to see the li tie of frozen oranges cov ring the ground 
under every tree in the citrus area. The freezes in 
tlte Miami neighborhood , for example, are probably more 
devastating than they are here since most things down younder 
are zropical in the vegetation field and the landscape accord mgj 
appears much more completely knocked out by the 
recent vistations by Jack Frost in Florida than in Louisiana, 
what with Louisiana having a wider assortment of 
trees and plants more capable of withstanding blasts Jrom 
tne Arctic. 

I saw Celeste at the coffee hour and heard a most 
lo mg report n bout the Dallas hejira. She took off 
“y m this afternoon for Mansura where she will spend the night 
"nd return home sometime tomorrow bringing her mama with 
her. 

She had something to tell me on the Art front, --of all 
the une pec ted things, — which interested me much. 

t seems to me that most of the time was spent by the 
R. E. A. wive 3 in shopping or window shopping but somehow 
Celeste found herself out at the Museum which she found 
in commotion, whgt with elaborate preparations in progress for 
an unusual exhibiton to which the entire museum will be devoted 
from nbout the 23rd of March to the 23rd of May, —or there¬ 
abouts. At the moment there is vast construction work going on 
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throughout the interior of the place which, is being trans¬ 
formed into appropriate settings for displays of various 
aspects of Religious Art of the Western World. From a 
pamphlet, she read to ic the names of various r.useums 
lending treasures for this unique cxhibtion, --the Clois+ers, 
the Mr r gun library, the Metropolitan, Museum of Mo ern Art in 
th - /lev Fork area, fo ' example, and sjeds of ,v. aev.aa from rbher 
-ul t'M'al ■enters t o-'.nJ i he nation. Thetrecsures will 
o n .l rar c : wide range of artistic expression in the Jrts, , 

including such things as statues, stained yi<_s. , illuminated 
manuscripts and so on, and the wltole Dallas museum, as 
j understand it, rigged up into separte chapels, with 
e n ch having its own appropr late altar and harmonious surroundings 
in keeping with the />eriod it happens to represent. The 
Dallas Symphony orchestra will be on. hand for the grand opening, 
an appropr late religious music, is rendered by orchestras of distil 
will supply music throughout the entire period of the 
exhibition. 

I never heard of an entire museum being given over to 
such a project for a single exhibition on a scale of 
such magnitude and I must say I should love to explore it 
leisurely with little Miss Lee in order to extract the full essenc 
to be discovered there if one were in company with a congenial 
soul. By way of a crashing contrast, picture the reflections 
express my my informant, the wife of a millionaire, who mediated 
on the possibility that she might be -ble to round up five 
other ladies "to share the cost of car expense" with 
a view to making a pilgrimage to the exhibition. 

On the home front, T saw Andy today and , sked 
for news of his sisters, Aurellia f married but w ithout children, 
who lives in Monroe, and Bessie, with t wo children, who 
lives in Baton Rouge. It seems Jessie's husband 
was going to work, stopped his car, got out and 
a big old ten ton truck ran over him, flattening him hout 
like a.nuthin', as Andy explained it. And so Ressie will 
take her two children and go to Monroe to live with 
Aurellia who will thus have the children she helped 
usher into the world to raise. It seems, that since their 
birth, the children have received monthly checks from the ' 

Welfar Department and now that their stepfather is dead, 
their mama will hetve-not only their check but the widow's 
insurance, too and so all is more or less merry in that 
household s' . . 


Friday, February 7tl>, 1958 


Memorandum 


he sun was so bright all day and yet 
it seemed to possess nowarming qudities and 
tonight we are going to get something like 
18 degrees which will certainly put a crimp 
in the hinese magnolia blossoms which have had the 
hardihood to make another try at lovliness, 
in the wake of the last visitation by J. Frost, Esquire. 

There was a letter from dames in today's post 
which I ran through but hurriedly with a ?io account 
secretary. There is a base or basket ball game going 
on in Alex ndria tonight and every mother's son and 
daughter had to fly off early to that frolic. 

But I think James said that Kay goes to 
Oschner's Clinic on Monday to have a kidney removed 
a nd that Aunt Willie has flown down "for the occasion". 

If vhe basket ball business tones down a little over the 
weeh end, I slij.ll have a» opportunity to get 
tne j etter read more, carefully and shall then 
p a ss it alo.ig. 

Just after supper tonight, and quite unannounced 
John Wenk and his sister put in their ao pearance for the 
weeh end. 1 reckon I could make use of their 
secretarial propensities but I prefer jogging along 
more leisurely with my poor colored assistance than 
entrusting the re ding of unyting to "out¬ 
landish" eyes. Ic must be my stock has gone up 
again at their house for at Christmas it was obviously 
on the ow side but tongight the offspring bore 
much bread, cake and cheese as a gesture from their parent 
of much good will, and it seems acrime to mention the 
word, good will, in such a connection. I shall be 
sure to knock off an appropriate thank you note 
before go ng to bed and shall be careful to mail 
it on ‘the morrow, not entrusting it to special messengers 
of the type bearing the gifts. In the bread section, alone 


I am hoping you heard E. Roscoe s interview with Mr. Truman 
as broadcast for an hour tonight, if you did not hear it on TV 
a week or two back. I thought it all most excellent 
and wish we might have more of such 
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there ao pears o be enough to supply a young army, —a 
big loaf about 8 and a half feet long and 10 inches wide, 
another loaf of standard si 2 e and a third loaf of 
equal measurement and a fourth that seems a little 
smaller. Jere I to consume a quarter of all this, I 
would die of indigestion, but the parent goes on the 
theory that if a little is good a ridiculous stack will 
effect a greater impression and so it goes. 

David Schoenbrun's "As France Goes" came to hand 
in yesterday's post and I read o few pages of it last 
night and found it excellent . 1 am imnatient for tonight 

to see my desk work done so 1 can sample a fewmore 
Pages, but I shall not get to it for a while as 
I have an appointment with my Christmas gift for 
quite a session before the hour for relaxation has 
arrived. 1 cannot tell you how wonderful the tape 
recorder is for me and how invaluable. I have f 
outlined roughly what I want to this coming week's 
colume about selecting a Personality from the Past for 
the town to honor annually, and by the notes thus read into 
the machine, i can give the article some shape and form 
a s easily as anything. 

I have wrapped up a small fn ckage to go fo rward in 
Saturday morning's post. It is merely a dab of candy 
c nd the little radio co.itraption which probably will not 
work in a large city where there is so much steel work. 

But if it doe,s, g il well and good, and if it doesn't 
you can perhaps pass it along to someone living 
outside the metropolis who may jet .some good out of it. 

I believe the ladies across the fence got home 
ziU s evening although i am not sure. All 1 know is 
that they weren't here at noon, so th .t J. H. ate with 
us and I always like that. 

I have written the Dallas Museum to incuire a bout 
data that may be available . now or later covering 
the eligious Art exhibition, scheduled for 
March. I hope something comes to hand for 
I want to do a cclumn on the thing. 

X know I had something else ± wanted to add but it 

eludes me momentarilyhut l'm sure i shall think of 
it before our next sitting..,... 


Sunday, February 9th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

that a wonderful .letter from Lyme in Saturday's post. 

I could never begin to tell little Miss Lee 
how much every word of it meant to Lestan. 

First off, let me refer to the M eade Villa matter 
as mentioned in a Cane stiver Memo and little Miss Lee’s observ 
concerning same. I retain the authenticated document c o - ring 
the soil along s de B. L. C . Wailes but T you - shell 

never me ke use of it. Just which space and just where it 
will h? s ■“for the purpose in question is somethin b 

ic bs decided upon much later, 1 hope. One cannot 
guess at this moment just what combinati ons may be separated 
or joined, as between now and the ultimate time but 
I should like to keep the matter open to see how things may 
turn » 

As for the observ tions regarding which will go ahead, 

X im hop ng you will always let thoughs such as J- am 
„bout to jot down remain in the recesses of he heart. To 
make the thing seem a little bit lighter, in so far as 
the souls mvol >ed are concerned, may ± suggest that on 
assisting at t/»e fune als of Maison and Blanche, I 
lihed to think how much v joy they g a ve me while here and 

i ... _ ■» . _ i j k ii n in n y i 7 H a r n o r i 11 p 7/1/t P 11 


how delighted ma y a cherub up yonder would experince when 
my little friends joined the heavenly band. *nd at the 
same time, 1 liked to think of the "treasures laid up in 
Heaven", and how gay it will be when in stepping into 


n f u.au> i * u us L/Ci y * u w r I — - & 

a new setting, X shall have the unique pleasure of being 
recognized by my little friends, as white as any clouds 
likely to be assigned me, and how wonderful it will b e to pick 
u,, where we .left off. If one can but supply certain reservoirs 
I of affection on earth that are adequate, how happy one might c 
if one could feel that should the call come prematurely for that 
one, he or she would have left agoodly supply of joy and stren 
in the inm ern-nf the cistern from which the o nes _ remai nin g a 1 
a lo nger behind might draw on unceas ingly during the 
interim of separation, thus pro vLSing no end of things to be 


compared and 
who may a Ire 
and all the 


Li!*. JJJ 1 t f - V - - " . * 

•ed and gone Unto when the second eventually joins 
y already be ajwcui.tiiig with Maison, Blanche, Grand 
1 the others when contact is again re-established 


joins the fi 
Grandpa 
ished beyond 
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Wasn't it grand that we both had the opportunity to 
catch the identical glimpses of Weeks Hall and all. I'm 
so glad you reminded me about the possibility of tape¬ 
recording as between the Shadows on the Teche and Cane^iver. 

T recall his reference to it m earlier correspondence but the 
m a tter, oddly enough, had not returned .ts) my memory when 
the gift came to hand. To tell yoij the truth, the gift 
h n 8 afforded me so much joy, -*■ don t seem to have thought of 
anythin other than the enormous assistance it has provided 
me in daily desk work but now, thanks to your reminder, 

I shall shortly get around to initiale a suggestion 
as to correspondence in that direction. 

And may I say how much I am indebted to little Miss Lee 
for having so thoughtfully provided me with particulars regarding 
the M ary Rhodes matter and for mentioning the *nne Parrish 
correspondence. It was so kind of you to look uP c he 
latter bbut \f you will just keep it, J- shall be glad since 
no publication is to b e thought of and I think it better the 
correspondence remain just ohere t it is, as d have no use 
for it at all• 


Mo day, February 10th, 1958. 


I was under the impression Anne had a substnatial 
fortune but I had never' thought of the extent of it. ely 
"more than ten million dollars" sounds quite imposing. 

It is impossible for me to imagine anyone of Anne's nature 
hanging on to such a sum in view of the fact that she knew 
that some .of her friends and acquaintances would have been helped 
so mightily by assistance she might have used from the interest 
on such an amount, assuming she wished to keep the principal 
intact. I have Lyle in mind us a case in point . Anne addored 
.Josiah, forex a pie and accordingly was fond of Lyle 
both for himself and because he uqas one of josiah's best 
friends. I recall that when Lyle .terminated his WP~A conneciiom 
he journeyed up to Georgetown with a view of hoping to 
raise a li x zle money, pe naps tltree thousand dollars, to 
get a book on to thq press but, as I understood it from 
him, the money wasn t forthcoming. If that w c s the way of the th\ 
it does seem a great pity that with ten million sitting a bout, 
a mere three thousand shouldn't have been toss out as mere 
casual gratitude that in no way expressed the sentiment obtaining 
among all three. But perhaps there were other circumstances 
a bout which one cannot know. Still, the question, still 
unanswered, awaits final settlement in one's own mind if one s 
notion as to what money is for as related to lending a hand to 
those we love .. . 


Memorandum: 

I got a kick out of a coincidence that happened this 
morning. 

1 keep a tig old tin can, about the size of those 
ash cans that used to litter up the streets of Manhattan 
in nei hhoriioods where apartment houses used coal for 
heat. It is behind a box on the front gallery and 1 use it 

to put t rash in. It stands on a step and is emptied once a 

week, unless, as was the case this morning, some meandering dog 
comes along, sniffs something he thinks he would like to examine, 
and knocks the thing down. 

here was a terrible crash during the night, and I got up 
to ‘see what it was all about. I turned on my bed lamp as 1 arose, 
a iid noticing it was five minu es to three, I turned on the radio 
to get the news on the hour when I had made a bow on the gallery. And 

so, it being cold outside, I was glad to hop into bed in a jiffy 

on my exploring trip, I turned out the light and reached my arlh 
out to give some volume to the sound box. Picture my surprise when 
I- heard my name pronounced, --the first word I heard, over a 
Des Moines, Iowa radio station and at such an hour. It was nothing of 
the slightest importance except that I never hear one of my own 
letters'' rend, haven't iivyedrs, I reckon, and so I was a little 
shame-f n .ced to learn how I sounded. The letter was said to have been 
of some unique merit or other and I could but recall the time 
a trans-Atlantic letter on CBS had been aired. Naturally, I'm 
not usually sitting up at 3 o'clock in the morning listening for 
a nything and I hadn 't the vagu&st notion whatever 1 had written 
was for broacast purposes, hence the surprise and the odd coincidence 
that some old dog. making a racket on the gallery should have set 
in motion the physical machinery that produced the matter about 

whir-h i otherwise never would have dreamed to be flying up and 
down the Mississippi Valley. 
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The Weather Bureau talks as though ^yme is 
in the midst f a cold snap and .'lew York State under 
a snow blanket of unusual depth. This evening it 
was stated that a cold front extends from the 
Gulf to the North Pole, and I can believe it. The 
bridges aro nd Shreveport were s'o iced today that traffic had 
to be halted long enough to sand the roads. There 
was ice in Natchitoches by noon but, following an all 
night-all day driaele at this bend of the river, th re 
still remains only a raw chilli but no ice, praise 
the Lord. 

In the real* of evening news reporters, it seemed 
unusual that all three of the major newscasters, one 
following his program directly on the heels of the other, should 
have been "out of the picture", as it were, what 
with Lowell Thom,s, Morg-n Beatty and E. Ro'scoe all 
missing from their accustomed posts. 

The clipping enclosed is of no particular 
significance. I thought it an interesting story 
you migh enjoy glancing through, that is all. 

With the cold wavesuid likely to remain with us 
through Wednesday, one cannot help wondering if 
the President will stick to fiis announced intention 
to- head out for a Georgia vacation on Wednesday. Thanks 
to the uproar over the Trench bombing in Tunisia and 
things so' by sixes and sevens in other quarters of the globe, 
it does seem as though political as well as atmospheric 
conditions were conspiring against the vacation. Were 
there proper lea ership being exerted in Washington, the 
Algerian c'onflict could now be brought to a close, x 
should think, with France bowing herself out of that scuffle 
'as gracefully as possible But, sad to 

relate, we h c ve no F. D. R. to run both the presidency and 
the State department at the present stage of things. 

And speaking of F.D. R., I was delighted to see the 
"Sunrise ac Campo Bello" making the cover of Life and 
several pages inside. Frankly, I’m surprised that 
Henry Luce ever permitted such pu licity for a play which 
most certainly is likely' to swing many a vote in 1858 and 
even in 1960, perhaps, into tlte Democratic camp. 


And now for a bit of work with the tape recorder and 
thence to fold ....... . 
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Tuesday, February TSth, 1958. 


Memorandum ; 

The Arctic is gradually creeping toward us, what 
with an inch of snow having white washed Monrvoe all 
day and the unseasonable atmospheric conditions 
having ap parantly slowed up mail deliveries, what 
with almost nothing in today's in-coming first class 
mail pouch. But what with tomorrow being a 
holiday in some States, perhaps those who shovel snow will 
be joined by those who celebrate A.-Lincoln's 
birthday, and at least find themselves enabled to 
keep abreast with the road blocks that apparently 
are sn rling or rather bringing traffic to a halt. 

I think it high time Louisiands Legislature 
voted itself a February 15th holiday and I only regret 
that I had forgotten Mr. Lincoln is being neglected 
so that i might hafie .written a column la3t week proposing 
that the State take a tuck in its skirt and bring 
itself into line with the other States celebrating 
the Emancipator's natal day. 'The suggestion would 
undoubtedly ha’ve evoked a scream from some of the die- 
hards and I should have liked nthat. 

J. H. telephoned me from the score early 
this afternoon to say there were a couple of nice people 
who wanted to take a quick look at Melrose, in spite 
of the dour weather and asked me if T had time to give 
them a quick look. I would. 

On meeting them, I smiled to myself when they 
explained they had but five minutes, as they were 
hastening on to Hew Orleans, for it was obvious 
to me that they were the type who couldn't, like 
many a road runner, take it all in at a glance. Their 
visit stretched from five minutes to one hour and thirty five 
minutes. \ 


i. 
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Wednesday, February JrSth, 1958 


They were a Mr, and Mrs. Hansen, or some such, and 
they'hailed from Seattle, Washington. They were 
enchanted with everything they encountered and I was eqUaL ly 
interested in what they had to tell me. 

They were heading for Mardi Jras, —their first 
visit to the Crescent City. Mrs. Hansen during the 
w a r had something to do about news in the great 
f/orthwest and is s currently looking forward to 
introducing columns from othersections of he country 

, . /» -a I r» _ _f JIJ- /I - _ D« Iri /I 

into various sections <_ 

Mountain region. 

There was something in 
refer to E. Roscoe Murrow, and Mr 
associated in some what with Ed 
famous floating bridge. — 
j had never ’ 
a brother. 

Bellingham, 

had died not long a^o, the 
heme at Bellingham, 
interested. 

The Hansens are teturning to Seattle early in w u rch and 
Hv^inre [ ah,ill be hearing from them, and 1 shouldn't 


Memorandum : 

How nice, --what a joly Lincoln's birthday, 
to find your grand letter in today's post. 

There are so many things to t alk about within 
its pages, I shall but touch on a few, and shall 
refer to other points at subsequent sittings. 

First off, lev me say how touched l was by the 
offer you t r nsmitted for little Miss Lee regarding 
apparel. The truth is that I am wonoerfully well f 
fortified but, if you think little Miss nee wouldn t 
mind, I shall always be enthanted to refer to the matter 
at any s ubsequent time, should a problem arise. I 
may have forma ded a letter recently f rom Joan Fraitz. 

Her hsuband died recently and left uj imposing wardrobe 
of which I became the recipient in large measure, including 
a winter coat, a jacket, a raincoat, rubber boots, suits, 
suirts and Heaven knows what all. I haven't heard 
from Lucille since Holt's death but ± shouldn't 
be surrpsied if I was similarly bes3ed from that 
quarter eventually. 

But the kindn ss of little Miss Lee's sug estion 
thrills me as much as though I had occasion to accept, 
and I'm hoping you will be able to make her 
realize in part how much this matter means to me. 

An interruption prevented me from getting 
to the clippings but 1 shall have cui opportunity to 
do so, --on the morrow, and i know I shall find 
myseif ■>astly inter.e ted. 

And may 1 express astonishment that you should recall 
the boy friend's interest in author Morgan. I’m floored 
by such a manifestation of memory. I had head nothing 
of the death of Claude Bowers and the others you mentioned. 
The 500 page Titans sounds wonderful. I'm wondering 
how it is that narper, having published a life 
of A. Dumas, pere, in which fils figured in large measure, 
should bring out this larger opus. Naturally, 1 
am delighted to hear about it. 


f he country 
of the Pacific Coast and Ro kie 

the conversation that caused me to 
Hansen said he had been 
~].'s brother who built the 
M.y unuy c, —the only.of its kind,- on Puget Sound 
heard of the thing and didn't know Ed. M urrow had 
They sa“id the Murrows had always lived at 
Washington and that although one of Ed.'s parents 

other continued to live in the famil 
Tha r, was al 2 news to me and I was 
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I think -i had referred to the space Sunrise at Carnpo Billo 
got in the last copy of Life, and it goes without saying 
I was delighted to know that little Miss Lee had had 
a look for herself and found it so fascinating. Celeste 
had seen it in Life and had mentioned that when she 
joes to Washington next February or March, --1959, 

3 ue is going to run up to Manhattan to see the ° unrise. 

I hope she has better luck than she did at the Opera 
when last in that city. 

Of course I was much interested in the agenda: 
vncernmg n ,ta'l day observence on the far side if the Rhine, 

T shall be interested to learn of plans as they mature. 

And I can well realise how dehghed little Miss ^ee must 
hr e been zo get at corres ondence, as from 
pre-holiday times, with the girl friend beyond the 
same river. I recall so vividly those harrowing 
weeks o visitation by the other zwo young ladies. 

They were so bcggish, and yet one cannot help Jeeling 
so sorry for the misadventure of the one. I 
a m hoping" that she nayget through the ordeal 
without too much difficulty although x have an 
idea that such business may be less heasily handled 
in a tighter family society over there than is so - 
often the case [iere. 

It was so wonderful you were able o set me straight 
a out Mis 3 Nellie and the plans for her operation. 1 

cannot imagine.for the life of me what she could 
h n ve had in mind when she wrote me, is you indicated, 
but a assume she either mis-read or perhaps confused 
one of my letters with one from her cousin who had been 
through the mill. 

Our cold weather continues and it will freeze 
into the lower 80's tonigtt, it is said. I was 
mildly sur rised hen 1 learned this evening that 
New Orleans, Lake harles, New Iberia, Lafayette , 

Baton Rou^e and Alexandria were all under snow, for, 
praise the Lord, e haven't had a flake as yet . 

It seems so remarkable that there should have been 
so much to the North and South of us and that we 
should have escaped. 

I was touched by your reference to what you 
thought Natchitoches should do about its "Man of 
the l.ear". I think this year's award ought to go 
to Eugene Watson for he has worked very hard on 
the fort business und I think he is rather yearning Jor it, 
from what I hear from various sources, and he doesn t 
hav . much but money aJid the. pleasure of being disagreeable to 
make life worth living for him, so that the 
accolade might do him more go than anyone • 

It was such a happy Lincoln's birthday, thanks 


Thursday, February 15th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

All blue and gold, all clear and cold, with the 
thermometer down in the 80's last night and ice on the sugar pot 
all day in spite of the sun. 

I'm tired tonight, what with J. H. having bounced some slaves 
in my direction to serve in the role of gardeners, requiring more 
supervsion that do kindergarten children at play. And then 
there were some heart specialists and their wives to be received, 
one of the medical men quite famous for some operation he has successj 
performed on the heart. But g a rdeners, so called, and heart specials 
so described were but secondary in my thoughts as I praised God 
for the happiness that was mine because a curious set of circumstances 
made tod y one n S h 11 long remember because it enabled me to 
give white status to f a family who never heard of me and never will 
And here's how it happened• 

A Parrish official, heading down from N a tchtches to consult 
the records of the Church of theChildren of Strangers, stopped 
in to say Howdy, oust as he was leaving he chanced to remarh 
where his mission was carrying him and casually observed he 
reckoned - wouldn't be abae to help him on vital statics for 
the year 1908. I told him * probably couldn t but that 
he probably wouldn't get a nywhere in 0 hurch records on that 
date since they had been burned in 1908 by Father Regis. 

He looked at me as though I were a crystal ball gazer and 

turned back to read me a paper from Grand Isle, asking that it 

be established if Louis r nnnnent Metoi/erjind heirs were white 

or colored. Now it just happened that 1 knew that Thomas 

qnd Marie Threse Metoyer had a son, Louis, who inherited lucca, 

and that Louis's son, Louis, Jr., had built Melrose and that 

Louis's son, being cheated out of his patromony, had had to move 

into a cabin opposite the church and that his daughter, *ane, of tend 

years, had been a house servent in the Rectory and that Father 

Regis had begotten a boy child whom hesired by Marie Metoyer, and 

had baptized him Louis Innocent . but need I haste to add, I 

didn t tell all I knew . And so I pointed out that there had een 

a white Metoyer family of many branches in the Cane^iver country, 
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Friday, February 14th., 295tf 


everyone knew, there were no 


that, as everyone knew, there were no recoras oj otrwa »» 

1908 and that t e Church records were destroyed and that with 
such an absence of documentsq and since the haw assumes a man 
"innocent" until, in spite of his name, he is proved guilty, 
and that since L. I. Metoyer was indeed married to a white woman 
at Grand isle and their two children are ob ious'ly white, —so 
wh t to dell. And the official agreed. ‘Che point had been 
raised in connection with a 15 year old da ughter of L. I 
requiring some sort of a paper, and nobody can deny that the gir. 
papa, being the son of a priest and civilised ane^iver people, 
the papa was undoubtedly of just as good lineage as the child s 
mother who, assuming she descended from assoc iates of old aean 
Lafitte, couldn't have too much of a family tree that could 
be pointed to with .pride. And so tonight I am very 
h n ppy for there is an entire family, and I m thinking especially 
of the. lit ole girl, none of whom know the inquiry has been 
made <nd none or' whom ever heard of me, and there status 


Memorandum• 

How nice to find a surprise air mail from Lyme 
in today's post. I found it so sweet of little Miss Lee 
to express her sympathy over my loss of Maison and Blanche 
who have gone on to delight the cherubs in Heaven, 

Surely it was a real sacrifice, the giving up of the 
celebrating quietly at home the natal day of the Great 
Emanc ipator. From weather reports concerning Lyme and its 
environs, x gather conditions £ obtaining in the neighborhood 
must have made jaunt.ing anywhere something less than pleasureablt 

And th n nks much for the clipping enclosed for J. H. to 
whom I handed it when he arrived a little late at supper. 

He took out his specks, remarking as he glanced at the leadline, 

that a Times reporter, had been active at Phoenix and 

was about to continue when he sud enly had to fold up the 

clipping and place it in his pocket at the sudden and 

una■ nounced appearance of his sister and one of her offspring 

who, from the amount of plunder accompanying same, must 

h^ve a rrivecifor a prolonged week. end. 

Veil, a ing distance call came through at this point. 

I don't know m: ch more than I dids before answering it, 

what with half a dozen receivers down in Louisiana 

and ano her half dozen in Texas. It was Carolyn 

saying she had been caled home several days ago to the 

funeral of a cousin. She said her cold had continued and 

that her 3tay hadn't been very satisfactory. I 

n sked her n bout the success of the Trade Fair which I understand 


ever "cooked up" to make the thing come out alright in tne e.ia. 

And there was a laugh today, too, and that is always good. 

Just at dinner time, a Ca-r drove in at the side gate as I 

WIS passing that way. I thought it was a carload of Venks but 

I discovered it to be a lady from Shreveport with a flock 

of women from Minnesota. They s aid they wanted to 

visit the place. I told them it was not open. Then 

one of the Minnesota ladies, more persistent than the others, 

explained that in Minnesota she had read something about 

blind negro who lived in an old house on Melrose plantation 
and that it was a privilege to be able to talk with him and that 
was really all they wanted to do. I told her I knew every negro 

for miles around and there was none on Melrose living in an old house 

and that the place was still closed. They seemed disheartened but sa i 
they were going to check on the ir data which they had left at 
Shreveport . I told th.en I .thought, the idea excellent and that 
I should appreciate their courtesy in dropping me a line identifying 
the colored man with the impaired vision. 

From the enclosure you will note that aside from getting 
/latchez news from Atlanta, Marshall and riarwood news from 
Ch rleiston, T am not getting flew, rleans news from Hollywood. 
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Kay's operation had. gone alright and 1 think ^he said she 
had heard from. James to the same effect. Isn t it odd 
that in the excitement James failed to get word off to me 
perhaps he did and the letter went to fiickeye or 
some such. Perhaps, on the other hand, what with his 
wife in the hospital and Aunt Willie to keep up with, 
he never really could find the time to take quill in hand 
could readily under tand that, too. 

The letter from aude Eberhardt in today's post 
is re-assuring. Let us all hold the thought the other li 
matter she spoke of remains only that and is quickly 


Memorandum : 


The weather is the thing, --not trie xocai, which 
remains cold but snowless, but rather what is falling 
on Lyme, for tonight's newscasts speak of much conjusic 
in the Lyme area, what with something op proachmg a 
blizzard in that area. I hold the thought that everyo » 
is snug and safe inside and plot snow-bound somewhere it 
the environs of the city. 

Our week end was comparatively quiet, what 
with an absence of fire water, l received a couple 
of visitatiotis and heard a lot of stuff to which 
I paid scauit attention. For the lOOt time, i h ard. ti 
//ilia Me inn is had gone back to her husband last summer i 
that husband atid wife were now living in Baton Rouge 
which I doubt. 

There was much talk a boui the sums of money which 

Sister had been s-ving of late. * case in point was 

the saving of two hundred and fifty dollars on a 
Seigneurette table woth 750 dollars that was 
obtained for only five hundred and some v a ses on which 

thousand dollars had been saved, they being worth on 

five hundred dollars or rather one . thousand five hundr 
and had been secured for oiily five hundred although an 
extra two hundred dollars had been spent to ha we one o 


I have so much enjoyed the clippings coming to hand 
earlier in the week. How fortunate the Hartford Musuem 
is in having been named to receive the Parrish 
French Impressionists. 1 should so much like 

to know what disposition was made of the Boswell furniture. 

I a m hoping it may have gone to Yale so that the library 
housing the joswell papers there might h~ve the author s 
chair for the same room. 

I read a few pages last night from the Schoenbrun volume, 
"As France does". Much of the convents must rest pretty 
he a vily on copy made during the endless a nd unending 
periods of crisis and, in my opinion, rather to detailed 
on minor points, —voting figures on Deputies doings 
nd such like. I think much of this would bore the 
average reader but they are good source material and are 
worth the effort' to read since one finds most 
entertaining material in between. I am bound to say 





_ble to tune in on that. One of the renark ble things 
Zbout the Se igne compos it ton, it seems to me, was he 
fact that la M arquise thought nothing of sitting down 
in the midst of a tea party and dash ng off c superb letter 
to la Grign a n, appurantly unmindful of all the buss and 
co -.motion, U. tiding tier pen to i/me. de La F getter or 
jjhi hever person chanced to be t i.and to add 
a few lines to mamqm's odUS, The amount of 
concentration possses^ed b the Marquise, as is evident 
from letters thus composed under such circ i ms tances seems 
almos as amazing as the qual ity of the letters the .selves, 
I think it impressive that the mother-dau ghter relation 
should have been so parallel in both the case 
of la Sevigne and la Sand, 


Ttie enclosures are of no particular interest 
but I send them along regardless. I talked with I, S. Willard 

tow /or 
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Monday, February 17th, 1958, 


Memorandum : 

is 

Everything I liear about the blizzard in Lyme makes 
me contemplate that general setting in snow and fills me with 
wonder as to how j ittle Miss Lee is making out. 

It seems to remarkable that we continue 
without snow, what with places all around having much. The 
cold continues in a. longer stretch than I can remember, 
with the thermometer going down to freezing and below each 
night and the^ forecast is for tne same thing for the days 
immediately ahead. , 

This afternoon it warmed up to 37 and seemed warmer in 
the sun. I a cordmgly thought the time just right to 
begin tearing up last year's gourd garden and making 
plans for this year's effort. ± am increasing the extent 
of last year's lay-out by doubling the expanse and constructing 
a new type of frame work. With the ground still frozen, it 
would seem I'm rushing the season a little but I like to 
plant early . nd if I get the place rigged up now, I 
shall find it easier when there 1 3 a suggestion of 
.pnng m the air and a fees, the i 1 e to get out my 
little hoe and scattering seeds. 

I shudder at the prospect of to torrou's Mardi Gras 
exposures to aw rFrost, -ill those thinly clad young 
ladies gracing the floats who are going to be frozen stiff. 

I suppose Aunt .','illie will be out in front observing te doings a? 
I. S. Hillard, thai **arsnail woman and all. As 
fo- ue aatoer, a suppose site must have made it back to 
theCrescent City today. 1 did not hear from her by 
telephone so assume she may have been running late and had scant 
t.me for conversation. Why either she or l. B. W. should have 
felt impelled to head into the turmoil, being well out ( of it, ± c 
imagine but as there is.no.accounting for taste, I don t 
h"'ve t .worry bout other people satisfying their 
parituclar impulses. 


I did a little reading last night, 
finishing the Schoenbrun opus which I liked. The 
conclusion seemed to be that France is finished as 
a world power but could enjoy a renaissance 
if some sense were employed in organizing her natural 
resources and putting them into production, 
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I was interested in the In >iiation to Learning 
program, devoted to the Cdes of Pindar. The point was 
stressed that the jreek games were religious in 
nut re, that only Greeks could participate and 
that should one Eta e be at war with another when 
it was time for the games, all military 
operations were suspended and everyone, including 
the soldiers, were quite free to pa$s through the 
enemy ountry to and from the festivities. I had 
ev r thought of it before but the Odes, like 
the irreek plays, were set to music and there is no 
record whatsoever left giving any hint a s to what the 
music was like. In the dramas, it was the choruses 
that supplied ill the music while the characters 
spoke rather than sang their lines, i think the opera 
ought to take this method of presentation, leaving 
the characters to sp&ak their lines, the choruses to 
supply the musical portion of the doings. 







From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


f.c< 


9094 


9095 


Tuesday, February 18th, 1958, 


j. a, and Celeste are dining in town tonight with 
juanita and Fat, Juanita B,, that is to say. It seems to me 
J. H. travels up and down the ro d somewhat less this season 
than formerly although this may be due in part to the 
inclmenoy of the weather. The lady spent yesterday 
morning at the hospital having something done to her eye and 
the bal nee of the afternoon h a mg her glasses changed but was 
ready to take off for town again by close of day so I tube it 
her adventures with the oculist a n o trician weren't 
tpo wearing. 

As for myself, I am looking forward to doing o little 
reading tonight if I jet my mail done in time, --Mont St, Michel 
et Chartres, —of oil things, I retain the book when 
1 st I had read it against the time when I should run out 
of other things a nd I'm glad I did, for Henry Adams, regardless 
of what field he is covering, c an be re-read to such advantage 
,nd, for me, at least, without ever being boresome. I never 
did read his Gold Conspiracy or whatever that thing was called 
vhat he did a bout J a y Gould or was it Jim Fiske or whomever, 
but I assume ‘that to be more or it technical stuff although 
it may nevertheless be readable. I never knew anyone 
who read his novel, --Was it called Metropolis, or some such, which 
he struck off under the. pen name of*rances Snow, What 
„ m-.n was Mr. H. * dams and how delijhed I am 
to explore Mont St. Michel wid Chartres again. 

X beneve it is tonight that Ora is scheduled to give her 
Book he view before a group . t the lemeee House, using 
"Southern Belle by Sincl-ir, or so e su h. I shall 
be interested to learn how it went over. She always op proaches 
things in an original manner a no- it will be interest ing to learn how 
handled this thing tonight. 

I'm turning over in my mind these days what sort of a twist 
I can give to Station W H 0, De s Moines, probably NBC's most 
powerful all night station in the Mississippi Valley. 

I've got to make that station do something by way of serving 

one or another of my pet projects and I'm having fun casting about 

to see what the subject will be and how I will turn the trick. 

More on this anon . 


Memorandum: 

My agents . and I must say I 

find it odd how one, merely sitting behind a bamboo 
hedge, can hear so much about other people running up 
and down the big road, 

Mr. Beckerman telephoned me tonight for some 
information and in the course of conversation remarked 
that he had dropped' by the office of Ola Mae Word 
in Shreveport yesterday and had learned that-Miss Word had 
headed out.for New Orleans to spend Mardi Gras with Miss 
Ramsey. No wonder ± heard nothing about what was cooking, 
what with those two gals, stopping by Hodges Gardens, had 
on their calendar. 

I shall pen rhem a joint note tonight, giving them 
the information for which they sought in vain yesterday and that 
ought to knock them our, utterly if today's Mardi Gras hasn t 
yet accomplished the same thing, 

he information Mr. Beckerman wanted had to do 
with Hodges Carden. I may have mentioned the other day 
that ± suggested Mr. Beckerman include that place 
on a pamphlet he is getting out for the M tchitoches 
Chamber of Commerce. He was delighted I-had made 
the sugge tion and, as a result of my suggest ion, Mr. 

Hodges agreed to pay for printing the whole issue of 
pamphlets, —25,000 as a starter, and took an 
idd to boot. Naturally Mr. Be kerman was very 
happy about that. He is going to be happier in 
bout an hour when I telephone him to tell him another 
idea on the Hodges thing which will probr-bly mean 
something more to him. 

He told me that Bob Brown, formerly of International 
flews Service, has asked to see copies of the Cane Fiver Memo, 
as Bob Brown is casting about for a column that 
will serve a chain of newspapers who, unless the 
current depre ss ion gets a little more depressed, plans 
to run a column reflecting a regional twist. Whether 
anything will come of •'Wia-t or not, I cannot say • 
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Wednesday, February 19th, 1958. 


The most foolish thing Jr. Becherman Had to fell me 
was the fact that Mr. Hodges had decided to have -- at 
long last, — a Grand Opening of' Li's gardens this Spring, "within 
about six weeks, and that his Public delations man, 

Ch rlies Phillips, envisions wide cover age in Nepdpers, national 
Magazines and at least one Movie, a put these items in 
large letters to point up the silliness of the statement. 

Anybody knows that it takes weeks to prepare such material, 

rind, in the case of gardens, months . That's the trouble with 

Mr. Hodges, he trusts s charlatan in Charlie Phillips, 

and ought to know it by now. But he doesn t, 

n pparantly, and simply proves the re bye thata man.capable 

of making millions f dollars may be as dumbas anything 

in'other matters, even related'matters . 

as for the weather, we still have it with us. 

So has New York and New Orleans, according to the radio 
reports and 1 can only imagine what it is like in both 
place, the one with snow, the other with a damp cliill 
that must have made Mardi Gras participants shiver whether on 
or off a float. Celeste mentioned having seen a newspaper 
picture of a group of ex-Queens of Mardi Gras in the paper 
the other day. it seems many of them, now dowagers, 
were gathered together for some luncheon or other in the 
Crescent City , including in the number the 1912 Queen 
whom you and I may know by the name' of Louis Janvier Lester. 

Ct'ae^te said she looked grand in velvet and pearls and i 
can well imagine for she certainly is quite ..grand in 
her maturity, and I only regret I neve 'saw a'picture 
of her in her coronation costume. 

Carmen called me today to say the Book Review at 
the Lemee House went off beautifully. he gathering 
was small but appreciative, the place beautifully dec orated 
with flower arrangemtns on the camellia and gladiola 
side, with much ante be'llum silver service in evidence 
for the buffet that followed. She said thi "Ora was 
speiddid as always and had Iter listeners sitting on the 
edge of their toes h . I can’t wait to puss that along to Ora. 

It's the first time 1 ever heard those tw metap ors thus mixed up, 
He gwaw&[IpRatiali)2tft£rkf>ue$, ti>§£.oX MJ. fff °ames, too, for I think 


Memroandum : 

The clouds remain with us ‘and so does a chill, in¬ 
tensified by a freezing East wind. But 1 got a 
lot of o cside work done today regardless. 

he Old House ladies in town are beginning, somewhat 
coyly, to ask about the 1958 gourd crop. It seems they 
have an idea of selling individual gourds for the benefit 
of some project or other they have in mind along about 
pilgrim e time. 1 have suggested they sell individual gourds 

as 'souvenirs but at the same time, secure some peasant made 
baskets and still up some arrangements of gourds, making use 
of a big yellow or sea green ribbon around the neck 
of the dominant gourd in each basket, selling the whole 
unit and making more money than by sale of individual 
gourds . 1 

I have offered to supply the. gourds os my contribution 
to the project and accordingly have doubled the size oj 
last year’s gourd garden. Of course another Audry or an extra 
batch of bugs could put a crip in the crop but 

one might as well prepare for Paradise even though one ends up at t, 
other end of the line. 

There were many fence posts that had to be replaced and 
much fence repaird and I got much of that done today. 

I also made the most of a couple of'hundred feet of 

barbed wire to supply the roof line and guy wires 

of the extended "gourd' house en plain air , 

and set up dozens of bamboo poles, perhaps 20 or 31) feet 

high, each anchored mf to posts of wood or of iron 

well sunkx into he ground so that the main 

vine of 'each gourd may climb to the top. Connecting the 

many upright bamboo polls, I am placing ot er polls 

in a vertical fashion, about 8 or 10 feet about the ground 

so the gourd runners may cover them, too, and I envision 

this Lorizonal polls as being covered with the broad leaves oj the 

gourds in such a way as to make a green rooj all over the 

Severd Idles have inquired if they can obtain 
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Thursday, February 20th, 1958 


There is a demand for gourd seed on the part of many 
pf the ladies constituting the FreservationSoclety, 
and I am supplying all of them with as many us they want. They 
plan planting trie brick wall of the Lemee House g rden 
with go rds a d Thelma evidently has in mind planting 
he college with gourds. Some of the amateur gourd 
growers will have luck and some will not but I am 
deli hted that they have at long last become gourd conscious 
and I'm hoping everybody's crop may be abumper one 
this year. 

I have made up several packages of seed which 
I dt sending in to town by various people when passing this 
way, and I accompany each package with a re-print of 
he groud article in the Cane*‘iver Memo of last season whcih 
may hold a practicle'suggestion for those who cure to read it. 

What delights me most is the numberof requests 

coming from people in no way connected with the Society of 

Hysterical ladies', for the latter already have enough diversion 

in too many fields while those smaller people, financially 

a nd those lower down on the official social ladder should be 

the most favored ones in such matters as the distribution 

of gourd seed, and i'll beTdollars to doughnuts it 

will be the latter who will produce the grouds while 

the social Mexican jumping beans fritter away 

their energies in road running rather than gourd growing. 

There was much impatience manifestered during the 
coffee hour which made me laugh tod y. he lady had eppected some 
new reading glass es by mail and they had failed to 
come the day'' before. "You simply have no ide f a how 
impossible it is to do anything when you can t see 
perfectly", she explained to me. I allowed as how I 
iwujined it 1 must be mi .fly inconvenient. Tut fortunately one 
doesn't require reading glass es for driving a car and so much 
road running is being indulged in to pass the time away 
until tomorrow's post arrives with said specs. Ho . Hum . 

Apparently the present depression is making itself 
felt among the lower orders in t)ie Houston area for 
last night several' Cane u iver residents who, during the past 
year had gone to Texas t to make their fortune, r turned to home bas 
saying that if you don t pay rent over there, the man what owns 


I was pretty busy today, what with, much work on 
bringing the bamboo framework of .the gourd "house" toward 
finish which will be achieved tomorrow if, contrary 
to prediction, rain doesn't start falling between now and 
dawning to last all day . 

I had to take a couple of hours out this afternoon to 
receive Blythe and Joan . I was glad to 
learn something n bout Miss Kyra from Blythe. She 
said she was in .hatches a while back and telephoned 
Hiss Myra at 1492, -.-what a grand number, —and 
the call was taken by a nurse. Miss Myra having 
had a heart attack some time back, which undoubtedly 
accounts for my failure to hear from her at 
hristmas time. u he has been in bed for a long 
time and sees no one although Mary Lambdin does 
get inside for a little chat with her on occasion. 

Humor has it that Miss Myra is suffering from 
a mental condition but Blythe and Mary hamfidin both 
declare this is pot true. I cm surprised that Miss Myra 


The radio indicates winter lingers 
I hold the thought it may si-art relaxai 
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in spite of her physical incapacity, insists that 

Devereux be on the ilgrimage as usual even though 

she will be tucked away upstairs in bed. Blythe 

brought me some elegant brown bread and cheese sandwiches, 

a tomato uice-jelly salade wit gobs of stuff in it 

and a wonderful dessert, all of which I an going to 

appreciate between now and 1 or 2 a.m., what with 

a ll the desk wprk I have ahead of me, including 

a Cane ll iver Memo which must go in togmorrow's post, but 

I think - know a way to knock one off without thinking much 

about it. 

As I turned titis page, there was a long ustance 
call from that Marshall woman, naturally 1 supposed it 
to be from !lew ^rlea s but it was from Shreveport, of all 
places. She reported that she had talked with Kay on 
the tele phone yesterday or perhaps this morning and had 1-earned 
that Aunt Willie had entered Cschner's as a patient, what 
with a terrible cold. 

1 doubt if this machine is tracking straight. Carolyn, 
calling from Shreveport, ^reportd that Aunt Aillie 
is in Oschner's with a cold. What Carolyn wanted to 
talk ith me about was the possibility of buying 524 
Pirates Alley at some figure between 20 and 30 thousand 
'ollars. What did I think of that, nothing surprises 
me from that quarter, which is all 1 could say since 
I never even saw the place. But she said she could 
raise a hti.le cash by selling off some of the farm.- 
What did i think of that. J thought that was a good 
idea since she has no ability to ope.rate a farm, 
a nd might as well concentrate on her extensive acreage of 
house and lake and let somebody else struggle with raising 
crops. My t ought is that Carolyn i.s going to squandered 
quite a lot of money on the farm without g ettiiig any return on it, 
and if she borrows money to get control of Pirates Alley, 
she will at least, have something tosellShe and her Aunt 
Hotense are heading' from Harshp.ll toward !lew Orleans on Sunday, 
p a using for a moment at this bend of the river en route. 

I suggested they proceed via Lafayette and spend the night at 
Plantation Court where they can see Lionel wha has plenty 
of money, and can see if he is interested. After that they 
can continue and probably Carolyn can see *unt "illie before 
site heads buck for Charleston and see what's what in that 
direction. Lord, what a business . Carolyn said the 
Seattle Hansens c ontacted her in -‘Jew rleans, the people x mentioned 
last week as knowing something about the tl. Roscor Murrow family. 

P r °!>at>ly I shall be hearing from 


Friday, February 21st, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

Our weather continues moderating and 
although we got no rain, we are practically guaranteed 
some between now and tomorrow. 

I got quite a lot of desk work attended to last 
night but seemed ready enough to be-stirr myself with 
today's dawning. With the assistance of a helper, I 
got the framework of the gourd house finished. I 
ran out of wire coat hangers long before the job was 

_ - 'l I - . ... 1, _ ... -J _ _ XI J.... _ 


completed but i found some barbed 


made of two 


of LyvTe 


Memo and 


separate wires making up a single stra.id. y separating 
these, i found myself possessed of more material 
I needed for anchoring the individual bamboo polls forming 
the horizontal framework on which the gourds may eventually 
climb and from which they.will event ally suspend their 
fruit, I hope My hands are tired from twisting the rather 
heavy wire but I can forget that in the satisfaction 
± feel in having finished the job. /esterday Blythe 
remarked that she never saw such an extensive framework 
in Louisiana, designed for such a purpose t and I hold 
the thought that the same may be, said for the thing six 
months hence, which is just another way of expressing 
the hope that no meandering hurricane or tornado will tear 
the thing up before it has witnessed a pleasingly ample 
harvest of gourds. 

While I think of it, ± want to mention that on uesday 
night's program.. The Last Word, it was interesting to 
hear a question asked from a California address that 
was identical with one 1 had asked months ago. It 
a sked for some rule for the pronunciation of such word3 
a s Missouri, Cinuinnati and so on, which th natives of 
those places so often pronounce as though they 
were spelled Missoura, Cineinnata and so on. I find 
it natural, enough that more than one person should have 
asked this jiiestiou a'.}d I only regret that California . 
must h ve got anead oj me in spite o the considerable lapse 
£>/ time since mu inquiry went forward.I was a 

Missitiri^^nnn?^ 1 ^ Mar ,U lfar 9 ret McBride who hails from 
Missouri, t ought it woulS sound affected if she should 
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Sunday, February P5rd, 1958 


pronounce the word as though ending in an i, 

since to her way of thinking, Missoura sounds so 

much more natural I couldn't heap wondering if she would 

find it sounded a ffedted if one pronounced her name not Mary 

but rather as Kara, 


Memo rand urn 


I liked this week end better than last but 
even so it was a little one the curious side. 


To begin with, instead of playing cards on 
Saturday afternoon, a custom that never is altered, 

Cejeste consulted the lady doctor. She stuck to 
a house dress all day today, which is also unusual. 

As for da dam Regard, she remained in the bed, suffering from 
nothing more, appa rantly, than the decrepitude of old age, 

I asked the clerk to carry this week's script 
for the Caneniver Memo into town on Saturday night aid 
today Mr. Beckerman telephoned to say he thought it 
suit hie material for the Dalh s Museum to sponsor 
for the advertising of their impending exhibition of 
Religious Art. He suggested tt^at since 
fifty thousand folders of Highway H o. 1_ we re 
about to-be,distributed to tourist centers in Louisiana, it 
might be a good idea for Dallas to have fifty thousand 
reprintsmade of this week s Cane Bluer Memo to be 
distributed with the Highway Ho. 1 thing. I told him 
to write the Museum to see if they wa ted to reprint and 
if so, it would be al right with me. 


Everything i3 lovely across the fence as the 
lady received her glasses in today's post, but 
I 'nearly laughed out loud vihen quite seriously she 
confided in me that she thought she would begin saving 
he money with a view to getting another pair 
with tinted lenses that would cost eighteen dollars. 

She continues casting about for five likely biddies to make 

up a party to travel to Dallas for the impending 

exhibition of Religious Art, on the theory that six 

ladies can frolic less expensively than one. I 

must say I.find it remarkable that anybody, seriously 

interested in a n exhibition, could dream of finding 

five other people with whome it would be a pleasure 

to make such a pilgrimage. As for myself, 1 can think 

of but one person in the world to whom I could turn to 

share anything like that With me and I can think of no 

surer way to ruin such a Thing for me than to think of 

being bogged down.with five other people. I 

reckon I must be envious of the lady's social instincts 

niid complete delight in undertaking such things 

in mobs and masses. 


I suppose he will not communicate with 
the Museum until later in the week when ^the 
newspaper clipping rather than the manuscript can be 
submitted. 


But I'm inclined to admire the more the widow ladies 
of the neighborhood who are manifesting 3igns that 
01d*ge and Welfare clicks are still a week away. 

One lady at the store today was told that she had 
already borrow all but sixty cents on her March 1st check, 
which ought to make that a somewhat flean month for her, I 
should imagine. ‘-The artist send her granddaughter over 
today.to a sk me to lend her a dollar against next week-end's 
Old Age Pension check. 'L‘he artist, herself, had passed this 
way to see me while 1 was buy on the gourd house and appa rantly 
last heart about a direct request and thus empiyed 


A few weeks ago, Mr. Beckerma oontacted 
a group of civic minded citizens of color in 
Alexandria with a view to looking into the possibility 
of pu lishing a newspaper under their auspices. Personal 
I think it lamentable tiiat news pap ers should have to 
be published on aracidL t basis but since the majority 
of newspapers are controlled by .rac id bigots in this 
region, such acourse seems to be about tlte only way 
people of color can get any news of interest a bout 
the doings of their people, except in the cases of 
murder and. so on. After having gone into the mutter with 
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some care, it Uas been decided that they probably will 
sponsor a newspaper covering Central Louisiana, the 
main office being based on Alexandria » /v goes without 

saying that 1 was delighted when they asked Mr, 

Becherman if he thought, in the event they did publish, that 
I would permit them to pu lisli the Cane 1 ' iver Memo in 
their papqr, He told them he would t ake it up with me, and 
that wasn t very difficult to settle. 

Carolyn called at 4 this afternoon from Shreveport, 
saying she and her aunt would be Ie-ving there for 
tne Cane Aiver country a. id that they would get here about 
6.and would i telephone the motr court to m ke a f 
reservtion for tonight. I would. At 7, they hadn t 
put in an appearance and, so l went over across the fence to 
see about a patient or two and indulge in a dab of supper 
which I did not want. About three quarters of an hour 
n fter my arr v a l, Carolyn called from this house and 
she and Celeste had a little chat, and then i took 
up the receiver and said I would come back here. The 
l a dies, --exerting their female rights, had changed their minds 
about staying in Natchitoches and so 1 telephoned the motel 
to cancel their sx reservation, since they planned to push 
on to Hew cleans whi h they couldn't possible reach 
before 2 this morning. On Tuesday Carolyn heads out again 
for Baton Rouge for some sort of a thing, —a swank 'literary club 
or some such at which she will be guest speaker. Her cold 
is tremendous and I think she should be in bed hut it is 
silly to point out such things to a grasshopper, 

I learned ho thing m the brief conversation we 
had and not a word was mentioned about purchasing 
6 24 pirates Alley. I liked her Aunt Hortense, 
and was giad, nevertheless, when ± t as 
„ble to hand the ladie8 into their card nd headed them 
on down the road and z could get back to 
my patients across tlie fence and the supper which z 
wanted even less, 

When ± f nally broke u.way, 1 was surprised to see the 
sprinkling of all day duration had ceased and a waxing moon 
a nd lots of stars overhead. But by the time I had done a couple 
of chores and fed the animals, it wassprinklnng again and what with 
the warmth obtaining, clover and ribbon grass will be 
jumping out of the ground, - 1 reckon, by the marrow • 

And tomorrow every odji's in-coming mail will undoubtedly 
be doubled, thanks to tlte S turday holiday. So will Elizabeth 


Monday, February 24th, 1958, 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy and warm with an occasional sprinkle 
and just right for making things grow. 

The news from Daisey in the Dell is arresting, 

Isn't it remarkable that Weeks got his TV appearance 
in just under the line. He has been through so many 
experiences that would have finished off most people, 
perhaps he will negotiate this one as surprisingly as 
the others. I hope this may be ture for Louisiana 
hasn t too many personalities like his and can ill 
affofd to lose a single one. 

I find it remarkable. that Daisey in the Dell 
h a d not heard of the Dallas doings at the 
Museum. I think this is not due to 
n oversight oh her part but rather a lack 
of information being put out by the Museum 
itself. Tossibly the virectors have expended 
11 the considerable amount of money contributed 
for engineering this show on the exhibition itself 
a)id havesomehow forgotten to do anything about 
the pu licity. Surely there must be dozens of people 
like me who, if they knew about the thing, would be 
glad to contribute their article writing to such 
a worthy project, I had thought of mentioning 
the matter to Carolyn during the brief conversation with 
her and Madame Hortense last night hut then I 
realized that while she conic. rcbably turn an honest 
jenny in s-?V”ral ‘gct'ov.s with such an art ' 1 , 

'should be the primary purpose of every i .■ v k ;• J h t 
: h Id a .. ? <»u • ( . 'V.- 1 py- J 8 
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0 n Saturday night, I listened with interest to 
the democrats limbering up their big guns 
for this year's Hovember election and the i960 one, too. 

I suppose the miracle of American politics and, 
parenthetically, the mystery of the g ame to non-American 
observes, must be the fashion in which the "outs" 
use about the same ammunition the "ins" im employed 
when they were the "outs", and that after all the 
dead cats have been tossed about and the ballots 
finally counted, everything calms down instantly 
and we jo-jg along just as though both sides had 
wholeheartedly forgiven if not forgotten all the racket 
of the campaign. 

At supper tonight, o', a, said that ■ihe political 
pot is boiling in Louisiana again. It is 
now said that Russel Long has approached Mayor 
Morrison of flew rleans, offering the Mayor a 
Senatorial toga if the Mayor will campaign in 18 60 
for Russel who would like to step into his uncle Earle's 
shones. In Louis iana, Governors ccnnot succeed 
themselves, other wise I reckonEarle would run again 
without having to wait for an otherfour years to elapse. 

I suppose the Saturday night pow-wow of the Democrats 
wa primarily designed for the delec&ttipn of 
Democrats but on the following day, it appears, the 
Re publican President did more for the Democrats 
tli a n they could possibly have done fori themselves, 
by pulling that political p boner of by flying 
h is wife and her friends to Elizabeth Arden's beauty 
Farm in Phenix, Arizona. Surely Miss Arden should 
contribute heavily both to the. Congressional 
campaigns of 1958 and i960 since no beauty 
operator ever got such a gift in the form of millions 
of dollars worth of publicity 

The artist came to see me with some elaborate plan to finan 
her TV set which is being acquired this week. I 
simplified the proceedure by having the store 
pay for the second hand outfit she is buying from Dan by 
monthly payments from her Old Age Pension check, what 
with the Henrys and the Old Age Pension bracket of the^overnment 
being better equpped to handle such business and the suggestion 
seemed to delight the art.ist which is dLl that matters . 


Tuesday, February P.5th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

Lovely weather but withal cloudy, the 
mildness of the temperature being so Springlike as 
to bring out a new flock of Chines magnolia blossoms 
a nd to set all the pear trees to blossoming . 

Everything was lovely over the coffee cups this 
morning. Satu day's indisposition seems to 
h a ve vanished, what with a flolic in town 
yesterday afternoon, a party at Beaufort last 
night and more doings in town this evening, not 
to mention talk about the lady's birthday. 

I was glad to see Madam Regard out of the bed and 
moseying about although she does seem a little frail. 

I can't remember if I mentioned are cent 
meeting of the Society for the Preservation of dystyrical 
Women or whatever they call that civic group when 
Sudie Lawton quite successfully threw a monkey wrench 
into the gathering in a way I thought at once 
resourceful and stupid, the stupidity being manifest 
by her desire to keep the pot boiling between herself 
a nd Carmen. For some reason, Q»d although 
original, yet not very wise, 1 should think, Thelma 
Kyser, as President, suggested that the 1958 
officers be nominated and elected, starting not at the 
top, as is the custom.but rather with the bottom. 

A nominating committee had pretty well in advance 

decided which person would be nominated for which 

office, and as everyone wanted Thelma to be 

President, and Carmen as Chairman of Publicity 

or some such, the session got under way, and 

after a couple of nominations had gone along smoothly for 

the lesser offices, Budie, in response to 

a call from the chair for nomination of a vice chairman 

of some no account position, startled ever ybody by 

submitting.Car.men's name • The Indies were so 

surprised that they voted Carmen by acclimation to 

a job neither she nor anyone else wanted her to have. 
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Naturally that threw the Publicity Department 
into an open contention, Sudie figuring 
she could jump the gun on that one, 1 suppose, but 
the chair recognized somebody prior to Budie on 
that go-round and so she failed in her ultimate 
hope. If I didn't mention it before, I ought 
to say so belatedly that the grand if ora magnolia 
tree that cause such a racket last Christmas, 
n year ago, - was as heavily festooned with electric 
lights this year as last and, to all appearances, 
the tree is thriving on its role as a feature 
in the holiday decors. 

Tonight's radio indicates thet, as anticipated, 
the Presidential flight to Elizabeth Arden's 
beauty farm is being widely estimated as a major 
political blunder which, of course, was 
obvious from the start. I shall forever be puzzled 
by the act that the Madison Avenue boys who are 
running the Administration'$ public relations, can possibly 
bungle so many things .which to people who 
never heard of Madison Avenue, appear so plain. 

1 have listened with attention to the 
major Washington speeches, pleading for passage of 
a substantial foreign aid bill by Congress 
and found myself in agreement with about everything 
that was said. I was a little surpr ised at the unusual 
applause the President got when he mentioned the 
Tnuman Plan, wondering if the audience was 
applauding the President or the ex-President. 

I was impressed by • the President's delivery which 
I thought excellent although, because we all knew of 
his stroke, u}e probably were unusually prepared 
to note any difficulties he had in his reading. I 
thought there were several time when he started off on the i 
foot with a word, something like "come...community" 
or dead-dedication. I wasn t disturbed by these few 

There is something so odd aout a man like Mr. Eisenhower, 
reiarhable who can get himself into a pot of Elizabeth 
Arden cream and the next day find time to devote his energi. 
to knocking golf palls about the[ White done lawn, unless, as 
someties appear, golf has become something oj‘ a mania and , 
him. 

I was glad to hear the Washington speeches tonight but re<j 
they pre-empted my favorite Tuesday night 
program, --The East "ord . 


ies 
s wo ' 
fix J 


Wednesday, February &bth, 1958. . 


Memorandum : 

I write in the dark, what with a tornado eveidently 
having torn up the high power wures but not the 
telephone which seems to be functioning alright. 

S.uch are the strange ways of the elements. 

At 18 :30 this noon the Weather Bureau announced the likelihi 
of high winds, as between 8 and 8 p.m. and we got them. 

The Weather D ureau further suggested that all listeners in this 

area keep their radio sets tuned to the station then 

being listened to. But within half an hour 

of that recommendation, the static was so terrific nobody 

could make out a single word. The TV set at the 

store, however, showed no indication of so much as a 

quiver or alisp. We got an .inch of 

rain at 8 and the sky took on the oyster gray appearance, so 
usu n l with the advent of Spring, and what with the thermometer 
in the 60's, one could imagine that cooler 
blasts from the Bockies might produce more commotion, 

A little after 6, the ra>'n h a ving long since ce sed, 

I sat down at this machine to make a few notations 

when l heard a tell-tale roar and at the same moment a terrifici 

pounding on the door, as by four or five hands. -*■ responded 

promptly to find Long and Peter there before me 

and a vast aerial commotion as a backdrop. The tornado, 

moving Eastward, h d the bamboo hedge almost 

horizontal, looking dark-dark thtough the 

yellowish atompshere. It was then-,. A. -suppose , 

that the electric wires somewhere or other 

were carried away. We watched outside doings from 

inside the ftouse for about 20, minutes when the bqboo 

suddenly straightened itself up and a ray of the 

setting sun slanted across the sun dial. 

Half an hour later there wa3n't a cloud in the 
sky r jid f rom where I sit, just below f/ephratite, as 1 glance 
,out of the window, the sun dial shimmers like a newly uiashed 
ghost in the moonlight I must say it's convenient 
in being able to hammer away on this machine in the dark. 




I 








From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


eoie 


3110 



9111 


it's strange how one notices little things in 
the dark that one probably seldom remarks upon 
in the light. A case in point is the 
depression made by my thumb on the spacer bar 
at ,the foot of the keyboard of this machine. 

I am wondering how it is that a left handed person seems 
to have used his right hand thumb rather than his left for 
thumping ,the spacer 

Today's post brought the enclosure which speaks 
for itself. I must say the message is a little on 
th.e brief side but better breif ttian none, especially 
te% as i had heard nothing about Aunt Millie's 
state of health. I find myself surprised that she 
got bit by a dog. For some reason I am always surprised 
to hear when people find themselves iv himself the victim of 
„ dog but £ guess 1 was even more surprised when two 
of them jumped on me at the same time at Alton Johnson's 
a year or two back. 

‘l‘he post also b ~ught a recording 
r. Audubon's £ucy, at 1 r st £ b*': -':v. th 
- L _ c':’c' net _' k the name of the author, 

thinking i might fin. r• ; f r :y p ? 'ay 

■Pi 9 ■ : i" • . • bu ' ? / c 

. ■' o I . -i 

- 0 ' ' ■ . k. 



Uisere... ..I believe this ribbon has not be tracking. 

Jell, letters in the dark were probably never 
any loss. The artist called me at the conclusion of the 
above paragraph, saying the wind had carried away hier sign 
reading "Art Exhibiton, £5 cents — Thanh You. She said 
she had lighted candles and started praying when she heard 
the roar of the tornado and so wasn't affaid. 

My agents had already reported that her boy friend, 

Joe Metoyer, w a s at her house, so I'm not sure if she 
w a s directing her prayers to Sod or a Metoyer. 

The artist is a sight and -<• could almost smell the wine on 
<er breath over the phone. *nd thus I had 
better fold up my heard and call it a day . 


Thursday, February £7th, 1958. 




Memorandum • 

Such a exhilerating day, with a cloudless 
sky, gobs of o2one and a brisk £0 to 30 mile wind blowing 
until an hour after sunset, picking up, as it must have, 
much of the inch of rain of yesterday afternoon. 


From the radio, it is obvious that the 
tornado batallions, passing over Louisiana last 
evening, let down their funnels only 
after crossing the Mississippi in their eastward 
rush since no damage was reported in this region 
except to an occasional telephone or electric pole 
being torn out of the ground. Although the 
center of the tornado passing this way around 6 
o'clock last evening was centered high and 
between here and lermuda, the break in the electric 
current came to t he south of us, probably from another 
distrubance somewhere in the Cloutierville neighborhood. 
It is pleasant to report that only small branches were 
torn off trees in the garden and that the gourd 
house we.it through the doings without incident. 


This week's Enterprise, carrying the account of 
the Dallas business in the Cane 1 "iver temo, must 
h a ve bee. 1 read by several actively interested readers 
ince -*■ received several telep one calls before 
9 o'clock this morning from Natchitoches people, asking 
if i had any further particulars regarding tike 
impending exhibition. One member of the 
Northwestern faculty called to ask if it might 
be possible to secure invitations for a group 
of 18 people who hoped to secure the proper cards 
enabling them to attend the pre-opening session at 
the Museum. The person telephoning identified himself 

»Afm 4i'r tin-AiSMFiVJlVrll P r ly 



i 
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Friday, February 28th, 1958. 


the Museum will not he resentful that I have taken 
a place out in front in beating the drum for their 
benefit. Perhaps we shall hear something from 
Director JZywa'ers on that score. One call came 
from Alexandria and one from Shrev port, e a ch of which 
had had the news appearing in the column telephoned to 
them, 1 he enterprise not reaching either city before 
tomorrow. As it costs less for a Shreveport resident to 
tele phone Dallas than Natchitoches, I should have thought 

■a call directly to the Museum would have been better placed. 

What with some sort of chicanery going on, —1 
suppose between the Telephone Company and probably 
Louisiana officials, it coet less for a local subscriber 
to call c Texas exchange than a Shreveport one, —and 
the Telephone Company is spending huge sums for 
radio and press propaganda in Louisiana to pressure the 
State agency in control of rates to grant the company 
a nother hike in tele >hone rates within the State. 

I had supposed the Tele phone people were more clever 
in such matters than the Texas gas tycoons with 
fund, raising tactics but apparently even the 'phone 
barons are losing their minds over the aspect of getting 
rich too quick, too. 

In the same category, the oil big shots 

' a re putting it out over the radio that Arabian oil 
is selling at something like two dollars less a barrel in 
the United States than domestic oil. 'Pfiis might have 
seemed odd at one time until I tr veled from New York 
to .'Jew Orleans in 1958 and discovered that gasoline was 
.selling for less in New York State than in Louisiana where 
the stuff was drilled and refined an.d so required 'little or 
no cost for transportation . A while b a ck, it seemed to 
me the Telephone Co many was getting 'way off the track when 
the subscriber was charged more for a call, say, from here to 
Alexandria, something like 40 or 45 miles than for a cull to 
Hatches, ){iss issippi , a distance of about 1 50 miles....... 


Memorandum• 

I was mildly surprised at something one 
of the two R. E. A. offiqials remarked, today at dinner 
which was the second appearance made here for dinner by 
the same men in as many days. What he said was that they 
were continuing their conference with o'. H. today becquse 
of his impending operation for a hernia in New Orleans. 

I asked nothing. For 20 or 50 siears he has 
been bothered by a hernia, following some sort of an 
operation but has put it off from year to year but never slowed 
down. He is now advised that if he ever hopes to have the 
matter corrected, it will have to be done immediately 
or not at all. 

Our lovely Spring weather.continues and pre-Spring 
labors at gardening. 

i read a little last night from the Kennedy biography 
of Mrs. Audubon. .It is well written but somewhat 
more decorative'ly than 1 prefer in biographies. Perhaps 
the author, —I believe the name is Lucy Kennedy, has 
expressed herself quite independently of any particular segement 
of the reading public although, on the other hand, she 
m„y have had one eye on Hollywood , but by that, 1 do 
not mean to say that the work isn t first rate. 

Whdt 1 shall be interested in finding out is how 
much, if any, space may be devoted to the Gordong, for 
I believe it was Lucy bakewell AUdbon's sister who married 
the Gordon, grandfather of Alice Walworth Graham, and 
I shall be curious to,see what is set down about that gentleman 
whose^unpublished diary Alice and Mary inherited, and what 
is said, if anything, about he & 0 tt a e of Miss Louise 
Lut'ler where Lucy taught while John James was busy making 
his pictures of the West Feliciana birds. 


I 
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Sunday, *arch 2nd, 1958 


Memorandum 


a left a few medium sized gourds on a part of the framework 
the gourd house last year and l noticd the other day that 
as soon as I had cut a hole in the size of these gourds, 
feathered tenants immediately began investigating and 
a re now busy with their domestic arrangements. I am 
especially anxious that these latter may be extra diligent a 
about gathering bugs near their r esidence since every 
bug they consume will give the impending crop a better 
opportunity to get started, I think 1 

shall rig up a little feeding shelf on the shadow of the 
jo' d. garden, too, where crumbs may entice 
other birds to come, what with the 

problems all birds experience in thisarec as soon as 
the cotton crop is up and the air planes are scattering 
poison to eradicate the very source of sustinence 
for the majority of the birds. The blue jay,' with his 
keen sense of smell, will discover The plunder immediately 
and because he has to tell everything he knows, will scream 
the glad tidymgs that will be heard for miles around 
nd set mocking birds, cardinals and warblers scurrying 
in the direction of his cries. At present the little 
wrens and chee-chees on the gallery are dining on crumbs 
which the old cats share with them and although the 
mocking birds sometimes peck at the cats' ears, the smulle r 
birds and the cats seem to dine in complete harmony as 
thought thby all were members of a well behaved, family. 

On the plitical front, it is said that Time Magazine 
is becoming very critical of the President, --after 
all these years of fervent support. This sesms as 
n stonishing as though the Vatican newspaper 
suddenly began a campaign against the Pope, lordy, Urdy, 

Dhat times we do live in . 


Spring is in the air, unfolding the blossoms on the pear 
trees impelling dogs to team up in gangs 
to travel far and wide about the country side and 
starting up impulses at the local honkey-tonkresulting 
in fisticuffing, head smashing, a little cutting 
and a bit of gun play. 


The most incredible thing, however, that I have 
heard of had to do with Peter who, finding himself 
sleepy from drink at noon today across the river 
at the store, decided to rest.his eyes a little in a 
trailer parked by the store, waking up an hour later 
to f ind somebody had stolen his shoes right off his 
feet while he drowsed. 


I hold the thought, although 1 fear it a.vain one, 
that you may have heard invitation to ^earning. Fascinated 
in the subject, I was avid to hear everything that was 
said and a found it much to my liking, I must 

say Lyman Bryson surprised me, even as he has surprised me before 

because I should suppose a man of his wide reading would have a 

better understanding of things than he demonstrates he has 

not on occasion. As he. spoke with disdain of the court 

of Louis XIV, I was reminded of his symposium on "A La 

Rec yerche du Temps Perdu", when he observed 

that Prou3t was depicting the decay of society while 

one of hisas.soc iates pointed out with truth, it seemed to me, 

that this was not so but rather Proust was merely 

examining society closely and trying to show that it ran on 

forever, repeating itself again and again as similar circumstance 

confronted it. 
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March 2nd, 1958, 




I shall write a letter to one of today's participants 
in tue discussion of the letters of Mme. de Jevigne and 
shall make a carbon to enclose for your perusal as it will 
touch on one or two of the points in which I find myself 
puzzled, so far as the stand taken by Dr. Bryson, 

Irma Somperyac mllard telephoned me on Saturday night, 
after h omg been in .‘Jew Orleans for a couple of weeks. 

She said she had talked with Kay on the 'phone and that she 
see ed to be feeling fine. She thought she had 
seen Carolyn on the street from afar but had not established 
ront rt with her. She said that Dr. Eugene Watson of 
Uatcni r-oches had sent her a request to contact Warren Ogden 
with an article and photographs concerning the old fort , 
the script and photographs supplied by Dr. Waton, a 1 though 
probably not written by him. She said Mr. Ogden had found 
the script unuse a h le but might make it over and the pictures 
not quite yh at he wanted for .Dixie Roto. In view 
of Carolyn s c bilities with pen and camera, it 

would seem^Dr". *atoi\ would h„ve done better to appeal directly to 

her bu I am glpd he did not since she is probably too busy 

with Irma and Parley to bother with such bus ine ss at 

the moment. I. S. W. also reported ihat Warren Ogden told 

her he plans to c me to Batch itoches a couple of weeks hence when 

the Louisiana Women writers are being entertained on 

a Saturday and Sunday, with a tour of M e irose being 

one item on the agenda planned for Sunday morning, around March 

15th, although I do not recall the precise date. I shall be 

glad to see If . Ogden. 

AL&ert a.nd Mary Ellen Stevens of Kashatta called next 
door at 3 this a ften\oon. Alberta was in school with J. H., I 
guess, and “ary Ellen at Ward Belmont with Madam general, and 
both of tne two latter ladies got "finished" in about 
the sane fashion.. I put in an appearance across the fence 
at 5:45 for an early supper but tlie Stevens kept on 
staying and it was 9:45 before they made up their minds to go. 

As Celeste remarked, —in justice, M though , "It does seems 
as though they made quite a long call". 

I, for one, was provoked, because I had planned a quick supper 
and a lot of work and was restive during my three hour 
participation in the chit-chat that was inane, to say the least. 




Dear Mis spavin* 

I refer to tne invitation to Learning poryra* 
on the subject of the Lette'S of Madame de Sevigne in 
which you p.rticipated, 

I think your chairman expressed the thinking of a large segment 
of American thought when he implied thqt while he admired 
'ladamc de Sevigne, he didn't like her because, i gatherered from what 
he said, she had not -on erned herself with the world 
in win h she herself did not move, 

a 3 i understand it, Emily Dicknson wrote her best 
poetry in the 1860’s when the Civil War was raging and ai though 
one may or nay not care for her poetry, it would never occur to me 
to say I didn't like her because she was a recluse and wrote 
only of the tight little world in which she lived, and, so far 
as I know, never struck off a couplet about the Civil Ifar, 

do far a8 i know, Mrs, John Adams in he admirable letters 

never anticipated slavery's problems in 

the mid 19t-h century or Little *cck in the mid twenth, but 
I c .ill at .11 like Mrs. John <dams, 

On occasion 1 have heard oontempoary plantation mistresses 
be-moan the money Jeanne Poisson de Pompadour spent in patronising 
the Arts and complained of M arie Antoinette because she 
rode in gilded coaches while the french peasants were 
exist mg'' without the comforts provided by contempoory Welfare orgai iz 
1 though n*a none of these fine ladies would ever dream of 
concerning themselves with the economic and eduoattonal problems with 
the c.bins on their own plantations, 

I a 1 * wondering if your chairman dislikes the writers of 
jticient Creece because slavery obtained in (sreeoe and none 
of the writers of poems, plays or philosophy seemed concerned 
a’out the status much beyond the sphere in which they themselves 
me vedMeasured by what had gone before, Louis I1V 
and the society revolving about him seems to me to have been 
marvelous. It must be that Americans are forever measuring 
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tU.it epoch by lohat followed after which, of course, is like 
i contempoary architect or engineer conplaning because 
the bnilde r3 of 12th and 13th century Cathedrals didn t use 
steel mate d 'of masonry to support their incredible system 
of fenestration, 

I shouldn't be at dll surprised if you were as suprised as I whe> 
y --r ch&jrnan somehow c ontr ived to tie in Madame deMe vijne with 
ihe tunbrtlls The whole half hour dis¬ 
cussion Uu8 one of the most exhilerating 1 have heard in 
a long time, and one of the elements making it so was 
this confusion that arose in my mind by sowe of the 
implic ttone, particularly on the part of the chairman. If 
oil can diagnose this matter a little for me, I 
should feel vastly indebted to you for your trouble, 

//uturally, I was d isappointed that the half hour sped along so 
swiftly, 1 had hoped there might be time to mention 
in connection with the relations of Madame de Sevigne and her daughte 
the relations between George Jand and her 
daughter, —tow French ladies of such literary pro inenoe 
with daughters so lacking in gifts possessed by their mothers, 

‘4 if» 

1 h d hoped, too, that time mi^ht have allowed some 
mention of the peculiar conditions obtaining so often at the 
time J da e de deuigne was penning her letters. As I recall, 
they we e often dashed off in the hubbub ofgatherings when la Marquis 
h g v •*e :)..u,d re - rk that she u>„8 breaking off to had herpen to 
Utdane de la Fayette or s me other person present in order 
lie mi ht append „ po.si script, Surely coposition of such 
masterpieces must .he ve been exceedingly difficult amidst 
the chatter of convers^tion and the clatter of tea cups hut 
one is never coscious of such distractions as one reads the letters. 

Pray for ive the many errors in my typing as I do not see 
what i am tapping out* 

yours very sincerely. 


Monday, March 3rd, 1858, 


t t * * • 

* * t 

, Memorandum: 

If you c n't s and it, we might have a second 
chit-ichat this evening. I have gust finished one 
memo, only to discover the ribbon wasn't tracking 
r,nd so i suggest we try another jo at things. 

Our weather continues so pleasantly cool, --sort of 
60 -ish, but the sunshine is dazzling and 
there are signs of g owth in every directions. 

Today, for instance, I noticed buttefly lilies pushing up 
through 'their blanket, perhaps 6 inches thick, of 
cotton hulls, and the banan C 3 are beginning to 
m n ke up theirminds, too. All these signs, in 
view of the comparative coolness, leads me tp. wonder how 
much Spring growth depends on heaHund how much v 
depends on the calendar, for it wouidl s K e-&'‘thast M 
regardless of the weather, when tlvelrmagmcraL date 
a'rrives, vegetation begins do mg business regardless 
of wtte where the thermometer. °>\l< cite the teasle 
of the grandifloru magnolia by bite syde ggXi He- which never fails 
to bring forth its first tremendaU8- blassvm>-b1i .ii. ■ 

April 12th, whether the season be retarded or advanced, 

It was good hearing from Lionel today, and I 
liked :,hat he had to say tta a' 1 out tourists asking him 
about his job at PlantationCourt , never dreaming 
that he owns the place, i wasn t at ad surprised that 
he should have discovered when he had expected to 
see Carolyn on acertam ddte, that she should 
ti n ve arrived at the Court after he had departed 
one evening and had arisen and taken off before he returned on 
the following. 

I read some more from Luch Kennedy's "Mr. Audubon's Lucy " 


Francois Mignon, 
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olid naturally found myself especially interested 
when Mr. Whiles appeared in the "udubon rooming 
house in Hew Orleans. And then, after the 
Feliciana interlude there was the Audubon presence 
in Have he which natru n l ly inter zed me mucti. 

The Mr. WaHes mentioned, of course, was b. L. C.'s papa. 

Levin, and I must ash Miss Nellie what the ate of 
the B. L. C.,portrait, which, -*■ suppose, was 
done when udubon was tea thing at 

Elisabeth Female Academy at Washington, Miss., although 
I am not sure where B. L. C. was living at that time. The 
Kennedy booh seems pr tty wellbu ■ tressed with the facts I 
know a bout concer ting the Audu ons but I had forgotten 
that Audubon spent so much 1&S3 time in the St. Francisvi'lle 
neighborhood than did Mrs. *udu on who certaily was 
herioic. to have shouldered all she did by herself 
while John James was flying around the country for 
f.e first Id or MU years of their married life, leaving it to 
he wife tosupport herself and her children or rather their 
children. It was not Mrs. ■“ udubon 1 s sister but 
or rather it was Mrs. udubon' s sister but not the 
■Jordon of the diary who became man and wife, but Lucy's 
sister and Mr.(Jordon's son, and they snubbed Audubon when 
he went to England with his bird drawing, for the 
Gordons were living in Liverpool and a 1 though 
tiioA -fcjfotcbrD flpr-tW, ffi r them at their home on his arrival , 

they Hjd- not- respond . To he conventional B a kewel'ls , 
their s ia>t&r if i Lv&y, must hav.e correctly seemed to be 
married trr■'•soptrtleing akin to a lunatic and a tramp, 
and 1 ima ine i&'req uire Lucy's blindness of. love to provide 
the b. ttemiese patience required to keep Audubon afloat during 

the**' trygufr j/wfcrs of the irmamage up 
until the taane w/een'the birds of America found 
n - publ isher. 

A letter from James indicates all goes well m JJew Orleans 
Kay, to a old the stairs at the Pontalba, is staying with 
Aunt Vilie at the Cgliborne Apartments where -purer are 
elevators. Aunt Willie returns to the Bluff shortly for 
a garden tour she is giving, or garden party at The bluff. 

Irma a d Far'le ; arrived, safely and everything seems fine. I 
retin the letter for theCal iborne address, having sent my 
secretary a way when, before we were finished, M r . Peckerman 
telephoned to say influenza had flattened out much of his 
staff, including his wife, and I had to devote considerable 
time on several fronts by way of long distance assistance . 


Tuesday, *arch 4th, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

We were promised rain for today but it r emained 
sunny throughout and tonight is warm and the moon, unveiled, 
is regal. 

J. H. left for Mew Orleans by car a little after 
7 this morning, Dan going along and two men on business. 

J. H.'s purpose was to see about having an operation, 
he hopes to have performed next week. They will 
return tomorrow evening. 

I finished "Mr. Audubon's Lucy" last night. It 
ended rather abruptly, I thought, the final scene, a little suggestive 
of a seenerio, at the point the ^udubon's were leaving 
the »hite House, where they had been received by President 
Andrew °ackson. A rift had developed between 
husband and wife while he was in Europe and she 
had not gone to meet him in Philadelphia on .his return 
to the United States for a brief visit. Finally, since 
Lucy had not gone to him, he had journeyed down to Feliciana 
and taken her back North with him, via Washington. 

That's where the thing stops. One gathers the husband 
n nd wife will go on to New York and London to supervise 
the slow printing of the birds pf America. That is 
only a spumption, however, and how the balance of their 
lives turned out, one is left to figure out for himself, 
if one knows where to look for the main facts, which 
seems odd. If memory serves, they became 'pleasantly 
^ffMkent,*pur chansed a fine rural residence on a point where 
185th Street, then a brook, ran into the Hudson, 

I recall having 3efiih .tjifi, place, looking down on it from 
the viaduct on iiiverside DriveS5 years ago when, from 
that point of view, it appeared to me the house was 

-brUdoned t and great d need of repair, I suppose it 

well have oSnisheq from the.face o I earth since 

7 thought the book greatly wanting by 


itlng by 


suppose it 
?arth since 
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having given such care to develops the prog ession 
of Lucy's career, and then to drop her so abruptly without 
giving the reader any notion as to what she experienced when 
finally t^eBiudsof America became a reality and, after 
n marrie life of poverty for twenty years, she became 
the mistress of a home commensurate with her girlhood 
social situation in Pennsylvania . 1 Can t ever recall having 

read a biography that stopped short at just the. 
point when prosperity was n bout to dawn 0 >» the character, 
a nd naturally, I find myself wondering if the autho or 
the subject may /uue died unexpectedly, or both, but i 
hope neither. 

I listen to the discussions going on out of Washington 
regarding Mr. Eisenhower's arrangement with Mr. Mixon with 
n view to making the latter temporary or actung President, 
should Mr. Eisenhower be temporarily incapacitated, 
with the understanding that Mr. Eisenhower should resume the 
reins, once the incapacity has passed. . 1 cannot subscribe to 
such a n arrangement for the office of the Presidency. 

I feel if a Vice president must step into the Presidential 
shoes, he automatically becomes President until the 
next election . !Io m c n filling such a job, c a n possibly 
do so .to advantage if forced to sustain the appointments 
in the official family that have, suited his predecessor. 

his would require changes which would, fj‘ carried out, throw 
a ll kinds of monkey wrenches into the Executive branch 
were the acting President, in time, be .called upon to 
h n nd back the reins to the formerly incapacitated 
Executive. In shot, I think only the people f 

can select a President and a Vice President and I don t 
think the President has the right v should h r _ve the right 
to appoint anybody f including the *ice President, to serve in 
a newly created office of. Acting President 1 think 
the Cabinet should determine if the President is 
infoncapacit&ted), a ud, if so, let him be succeeded by 
the ice President for the balance of the term. 

There's a basketball game tonight and J. Ben Metoger's 
children are in attendance while their papa is busy courting 
the local artist'. I love the idea of Miss Punter at 
75 carrying on a successful, flirtation with a member of 
the. Cane Uivermulatto gentry . 


Thursday, March 6th, 1958. 
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Ho oOiicAo ■ *o at 

Several gentlemen came down from town for supper, including 
Pat, who came over to Yucca with me afterward to give me a 
hand on this ribbon'and to aoquaint me with furtherinstructions 
concerning ^ e operation of the tape recorder. The latter'.had 
one gadget which intrigued me but which I had left strictly 
alone, being uncertain what might happen if I fiddled with it. 

According to Pat, it is a knob that determines the speed at which 
the tape moves and, in accordance with the printed instructions, 
it had been suggested that the thing be set at full speed 
for a while, after which it might be slowed up. It will 
be slowed up after I have taken off everything I need from the 
current ribbon and so I make further progress in operating the 
instrument which means so awfully much to me. 

I didn't get a round tothank you yesterday for telling me 
n bout the 1715 error in the Cane River Memo which should, as you 
pointed but, have read 1714. 

... ..V. '0»' LJ- 4 •; <■ .T.Y ■■ . • <*. . >• • '• ■ - 

And may I also tell you how much 1 appreciate your 
hopes about getting to the Voltaire show at the Morgan Library. 

How remarkable that the Sage of Ferney should have written love letters 
in Italian. I really believe he was a more remarkable man 
than was realised by the biographers of his realised, —that is to 
say, those biographers wbm I have read, for I think many of them 
were Brysons who had muoh learning but lapses of understanding. 

■ 

I am glad I made a o a bron copy of the letter to Miss^avin 
to share with you for while it wouldn't have meant much, had you 
not heard the broadcast, it does provide you with an 
opportun ty to judge if it expresses your reactions, having heard 
the talk about which I fussed in my letter 4 

Ilitxi frciU to*',, om'sA 14 in'* nmK ouiib 
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March 7th. 1958 


I laughed to myself tonight when I recalled all the 
talk by the experts about a recorded Dictionary, and how 
users of same would have difficulty in finding a word being sought 
I was knocking off a column about Madam Audubon when I 
discovered I wasn t sure if the name of the Percy plantation 
was l'he teaches or Beachwssd. Six cartons of books were 
on the bench on the front gallery. I went out in the dark and 
took a chance on getting the right one and got it. I 
recalled the place was named about two-thirds through the bosk. 

I fished out a record at about that place, not bothering 
a bout which side was up, and placed the needle on the record, and 
Lei Beechwood was the first name that was uttered, I 
think that might be styled pure lugk, 

,3s Afriw bs.Lbbi\ I sifter .j\ 

It drizzled all d y, a 


Memorandum 


And so the leather Bureau at noon in Shreveport 
apologized for the failure of its early morning prediction. 

At 6 a.m., both Shreveport and Alexandria had 
stressed the fact that the rains of yesterday would 
continue throughout today and. tomorrow, but by 
6:40, the sun was beaming brightly and the clouds 
scurrying away. It has been cloudless ever since and 
by noon the thermometer was up in the 80 's, forcing 
me to discard a long sleeve shirt for a short one. , 

.... t v 

Celeste telephoned me at 9, asking me to have v. 
coffee with her and Madam Regard. The latter.told me that 
she had her hat on, already to step into the car and head 
out for Mansura, when plans were suddenly changed and 
it was decided that Celeste and J. H. would drop her off 
in Mansura Saturday evening as they headed down the road toward 
New Orleans. 


bout an inch of water falling. But 

.... running . Tomorrow morning the 

ladies will go to Mansurato drop Mother and on Saturday 
Celeste will head out for MewQrleana with J. H. where 

he will enter the Touro Infirmary this week end f in an tiopation of the 
operation for hennia which will take plaoe on Monday. 

. • • o' \ji..- u'j z b- - 1 A 4 5..v • ' 

I shall tuck in a few enclosures with this memo although 
I a m under the ini ression they don't contain anything in 
the bracket of information. Eve I Vood continues writing although 
I have not penned her a line in months although I do send her 
n copy oflhe *nterpriseas a sort of Christmas gift although if 
she reads it no more than I read the food Chirstmas gift, — 

. a subscription to Look, she will not get muoh out of it. 

It strikes me that Look of late has been getting more 
a nd more like the late lamented Colliers, containing something 
for everybody and not enough of anything to merit subscription. 
i \q y«. r 1 To\ ,b> •' *■ '' , l: 1 **•-»''' i 

, From James we get some notion as to what goes on in 

the Crescent City. Nothing comes from Pirates Alley and 
I am not worrying Kay andAunfillie with letters until 
the latter heads back for SouthCarolina I wrote Kay 
scads of note while she was in Qschner.s and now that she is out, she 
porbably sees letters to James and so needs ns additional epistles 
from the same source. I am glad Irma is going to 
drive Aunt *illie home for that will be pleasant for 
both ladies and perhaps provided extra time to Farley for 
his novel. „ , „ , 

Mid March and I think of the Flower Show at QrandCentrai Palace. 

I hope you have apretty one this year. . 


Over the coffee cups, Ceieste speculated on t how 
m~ny of the *enks would be honoring us with a visit this week end 
She hoped John wouldn t come down for a flying lesson and 
so relate the news of Monday's operation on his return 
home. Maturally nobody wanted to contemplate what 
Touro Infirmery would be like if the kenks got wind of 
the impending doings . But it seems, according,to 
what J. H. told me at supper, the doctor and his wife 
took off for Mexioo by plane today, so that at least gets them 


I 
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since I shall be the only white person on the place as between 
Saturday evening and Monday morning. 

. >e<u t *V • - t iV “ 

From the paucity of letters these days, I take it everyone 

must be responding to the beckoning of Spring and so forsaking 
their writing tables for the great out of doors, I must say, 

However, that the vast silence obtaining down Crescent City 
w a y is understandable enough, what with all the doings that must 
be going on, if prospective writers are in the remotes way 
tied up with the O'Briens, la Storm and all** I find 
it nothing short of phenomenal that James should ever h a ve found time 
during the past three weeks to do anything more than try 
catching his breath, i•• 

i .. ^xtsiSG V- 9«u S io:' . 

It is 9>30 by.my clook. Between this paragraph 
and the above, the telephone has rung twice, and a 
remote voice of a man, calling long distance, could faintly 
be heard, and twice it was decided to attempt another attempt* 

Oh, Lord, as other circuits are attempted, I can only wonder 
whence cometu the attempt, —Hew Orleans, 1 suppose* 

Veil, another attempt, without success, followed hard on the 
last period. The Natchitoches operator couldn t hear 
anything either by the person making the call, although she 
was able to say that it originated in Seattle, of all places* 

The operator explained other circuits will be attempted, possibly through 
San *rancisco and Los Angeles or via Chicago or Mew York, Vhat 
a business 

Well, of dl the prosaic things, it was merely the Hansens, back 
home from their jaunt to Mardi Qras in Mew rleans. They just wanted to 
say they were thinking of me and wanted to hear my voice* As 
they had nothing particular on their minds, we talked weather, -- 
their cold and snow and our warmth* They said they would be writing 
on Tuesday, which may or may not be true, for, in spite of their 
intentions, long distance telephoners, * find, aren t usually 
much on pushing a pen* Still, it was good to hear their 
voices and only do 1 regret that the Rooky Mountains a re such a 
formidable barrier that ,one has to scream through, 
t\/ j oisiu Hi tin j Ann* ittfo 

And now I must put a couple of pages, on to an article 
about some Mrs, Cow a n, an ante be.lum lady „bout whom I know nothing, 
stumbled aver, in some quotation from James and then fold my 

beard, Doesn. t t he new ribbon appear to advantage . 
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It was nil so delightfully surprising to find 
a letter, as of the 5th, from little Miss Lee m 
Saturd a y'8 post, o 

. ... 


And m a y I say how much I appreciated the blipping 
you enclosed /or/a. you know, - lift, toke op up with 
such matters and this clipping, which 1 am re Jurntny, 
provided just that, isn't it interesting that la jWai 
* . . . " .. .• «_j.- j iiuMh in "this Da % 11 r wti0 . 


tuA 

U-1 9*15 
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provided just tnaz, j-sh k * * : 

should have manifested such interest m this Palntor who, 
like the otherstar of the Ste m-Toklas menage , was 
obviously Spanish, I. do not mean to imply tyere is 
Jything V extraordinary about two rather than one Spaniard 
enjoying the patronage of such a salon, itv 

a city like Paris where <so many of its aftis * | u f 1 v 

hzh 

Toll d a fciSi/« C Sjii5iw~rt«, found favor at the sa,e address. 

I'm so glad you took the rouble to acqucd nt me with 
the Henry Fond a opus. I can well imagine i t jyqt be 
quite a labor for the two characters to carry the whole 
— show. Surely the idea is almost as unusual, two 

people carrying through the performance, V* en *s have been 
the occasions when a single person, week in a£d"••**“*' 

> could provide sufficient entertainment all alone to keep 

the theatre packed d »• 

- roi\— -Aoii9t\ e « eiA \.o ,19 04 *99 8 

I had heard nothing at all n bout .the P^°P 03e J . 
devel pements beyond the J* olumbus Circle n%tgh^Qrhood. 

It all sounds so remarkable a’* somehow suggest that at 
long last a major planned effort in c dvef cit * n 

may at long last be on ^he way to realisation. 

% - •. •_>: ■ r.. ■ {■: o- .0 \j«S .1 - 0 . i. n?i.o\.ii9 l . r t, J L: A. -ic'd 
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to str.sr so' 


On the home front, Spring oozes in every direction although 
sunshine, instead of ain, has dominated the past two days, c ntrary 
to weather predictions. The folks left for “ew Orleans at 5 o clock on 
Saturday afternoon, Pat and Juanita driving J. H. and Celeste, and 
taking Madam Regard with them to be dropped off at Man sura. 

Saturday is always a busy time for . H. t what with paying off 
plantation hands, etc,, and he was busy up to the last moment. 

But he was as gay as usual, as though heading out for a frolic, 

I had had to go to the store for some Sabbath provisions and as 
I came out and was half way to the cattle gap, I heard a sob and my name 
called, I discovered it issued from a car parked in front of the store am 
ing back, discovered Juanita, Ce este and Madam Regard awaiting 
J. H. nd Pat, still in the store. The ebbs were from Celeste, 
of course, who wanted to give me some final instc^ions about 
administering the dog's medecine, as the dog hasn t been feeling 
well, but the tears were not for the dog, I bejieoe, but more likely 
for- her husband, although if ever a help mate should have avoided 
putting on an act, I should have thought that would have been 
the time. As we chatted, J. H. and Pat came out and said Goodbye, 
nd the lady's perf r ance was ignored Somehow it all 
seemed so odd and so inappropriate• 

{,0 It T ' 1 

I enjoyed today's invitation to learning because I 
learned something, for, frankly, x had never heard of the novel or 
the novelist being discussed and the disc ission made me 
want to explore the book on my own hpok. Dr. Bryson might take 
a page from your f riend, Alexander Scourby, spelling out the name of the 
n uthor and the title of the book, shoul one or the other 
or both be unusual so that those of us, trying to get an 
education, may at least learn the title of the book and its 
author’8 name, 

1 shall, of course, miss next Sunday's Invitation, — 

The Path to Rome by Hilaire Belloc, and I shall regret that 
the Louisiana Writers will prevent me by their presence from 
listening. I don't know much about Belloo and should like to 
learn something about him through this medium. I can t 

seem to remember which of hi s parents wr.8 french, --from the name one migh 
suppose it to have been his father. What 1 do recall is the fact 
thdt in spite of such parentage and in spite of the fact that 
he spent years in Prance, he never did get a round to speak the language. 

It seems to me he espoused Catholicism with vigor when rather mature 
whereas his sister, as I recall, was interested in 

Spiritualism. I enjoyed his biography of M a rie Antoinette, especially 
the first part, but i thought he got lost and lost all proportions 
when getting bogg,ed down in details of the battles transpiring at 
the time of the 1 light to Varennes. And now to the mail and then 
to Meet the Press or Face the Nation....... 
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» Memorandum : J b ■' 

L A lAw stnuiq sAr wise o3 998 &L£uA luiJao 

I write a little after 9. News has just come 
& through from New Orleans that all went well at Touro today 
and that . H. is resting comfortably tonight, the 
opertion h a vi>ng taken place this afternoon. 

The enclosure speaks for itself.- Frankly, 1 
was surprised to get a message from the lady so quickly 
. as this morning'email. t 

. .- Ob * 0:'3 t ii-09T <i. t 'i.S >93U vll.. fr 34. J fc 

And when I went for the mail today, 1 was surprised at the 
number of people Ui and a bout the store, all colored, I 
believe. %'It seems that there is some law n bout 
registering and registering they were, loads of them. 

Perhaps this week's paper will have something to say 
about the reason for this doings about which I 
understand nothing. , i 'O ' 

• \j a i o 

I h a d a receipted bill to the amount of 8 or 3 dollars 
from Wayside G rdens of Mentor, Ohio, in the post 
today, too. I find this a little odd, too. I take 
it from the. botanical name listed on the bill as having 
been sent on Thursday must be some type of plant I 
don't know. Perhaps it is a gift from *ayside, although 
that seems most' unlikely since I* have never done much 
business with that excellent house. Perhaps 
someone like L illian Trichell has had something sent me, 
but as 1 have not heard from her in months, that 
seems unlikely, too. And yet here is the bill, stamped "Paid", 
and when the plant comes through 1 shall set it out, in 
the mean time writing *ayside to- inquire the identity 
of the person to whom 1 an indebted. 
i p a 4 ‘t to ss oVi ssrs * LQ ; .v Jtco‘\,rt; . n 

It was. supposed to r ain today but we got blue sky 
instead t and a somewhat lower temperature, perhaps 
.65 degrees which made it very pleasant for out of doors 
1 bora. I was glad to hear the rains had gone to 
the North of us * for we have had sufficient of late. 
eitic i bHA .ofro'- 9Jt! : Hi ntfeAfr sjtn qoqiii 

r ' 3 / made the most ibis of the opportunity to finish 

.os rtn> t o\s, -V Hob * ciit> 4 & in o3 tu 
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the enlargements or additions to the gourd house 1 dis- 
covered that the cotton hull covering is holding 
moisture and a coolness that things like banana plants 
nd butterfly lilies will do better without at the 
moment, and one could almost see the shoots jump when 
the covering had been removed and the sunbeams began 
warming things up a bit. Like mud walls that insulates 
a house against the extremes of both cold and heat, so the 
cotton hulls seem to serve the plants whi h I 
uncovered in va,st expanses today to let in some 
March sunshine and which 1 shall pat back in 3ix 
weeks to close out the excessive heat that will 
probably have developed by then. 

I haven't heard a peep os yet os to how things are going 
in Matches. One of xhese day's however, some bo y, returning 
from a go-round, will .be volunteering a report. It 
is tliis coming week end,as 1 recall, that Madam Beaufort 
goes to witness the crowning of the wo Queens Along 
about, 'i'uesday or Wednesday, she will be calling me to 
make a full report, I am suite sure, and 
the Hysterical Ladies better begin bracing themselves 
a gai nst' the next meeting of that organisation when 
Beth will undoubtedly be trying to sell them a 
bill of goods, patterned after the doings in the Pilgrimage 
city. 

From Carmen, I learn that Matchitoches 
is,really doing quite a lot by way of entertaining 
the Louisiana Press this week end. I believe it is 
the Women's section although there undoubtedly will 
be several Men of the Press as well, with Warren Ogden 
being the prise speaker at the Country Club on Saturday 
night. It, may be customary for all towns 
to go into such de ails a s Uatchitoches for the 
reception of their guests but this go-round tends to 
3 urpr &83 most such things, 1 have heard of, with everything 
planned out to the last minute for the delight of 
the visitors. I am concerned only with the Sunday 
aspedt of,the thing. The Hysterical Ladies are throwing 
breakfast at the Old Lemee House for the guests, after 
which they will journey down here. I am holding the 
thought that the crowd may not be too large, for I should like 
to have an opportunity to chat a little with M r . Ogden and 
slant a couple of things in such a way. as to make 
him believe the Picayune simply cannot go on if he fails to 
incoporate them in Dixie *<oto. And if it ains, he 
will certainly haye copy for a story 3 bout the biggest mud puddl 
in Louisiana, don t you t ink so..... 


Tuesday, March 11th, 1958. 


Memorandumi s : 

And so our Hew Orleans agent gives us a glimpse 
of how things turn in the Crescent City, without which 
we would have something of a less clear concept of the 
doings. 

I have in mind especially the fact that Aunt *illie 
and Irma are indeed in South Carolina and not in 
Louisiana. I had written a brief note to The Bluff on 
Sunday, more out of h r .bit than through any impulse to 
say Howdy to a lady who might be that remote from 
the U ulf area, for I had heard nothing to indicate when 
she and Irma were taking off, nothing other^than 
James in a note that mentioned "before long , or 
some such, will they be heading Eastward. 

I don't recall if Celeste indicated the hour her 
card was written but, as I recall, had said nothing about 
the meeting of the clan, plus Carolyn, in the 
Monteleon. And so the picture of new departures and 
n mvals in the city becomes clearer. 

I am so glad Farley told James he liked 
his Jallon manuscript. Obviously this must have given 
James a boost. 

•'o*.V aJi, n -.o « »iA eiobg 8'uUab 

Locally, we had another day of blue sky and so I got quite 
a lot of work done out of doors although 1 should have 
chained myself to my desk to xake care of q dosen little 
odds and ends, including, a column but didn t. 

Rosalind,, pf, all people, called me this morning. Jipparantly she 
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didn't have anything P° rticular in mind but still did mange 

to say quite a lot, 3uch as her quqndry as to why Katherine 

mania/ield's popularity as a writer, which, I must say, 
has always puzzled me. She did mention that 
Uouvell-e Revue Francaise -.or perhaps Gallimard is 
bringing out a translation of her husband s "Birds and 
flees" . I cannot believe HRF would be likely to 
do this but who can tell whether the statment be true 
of if Rosalind be day dreaming. She said Eugene ^atson 
had arranged an exhibition of the writings of James 
Aswell to dominate the Louisiana Room at the college during 
the impending Press Association meeting in town, after 
which it will be . open to the public for several weeks. 

°ff hand, 1 cannot imagine anyone attending the week end 
in town h a ving the slightest interest in such an exhibition but 
one never knows. Obviously Rosalind liked the idea, which, of 
course, is quite understandable. 

i ci', . iu L i.i Hsx 

As I hung up, the 'phone rang again and 3omq 
young lady announced herself as Dr. Eugene Jatson. s secretary. 

Dr. Watson, she reported, wanted me to know that there is 
to be a luncheon at the country club on Saturday 

and that reservations should be made by calling the Country Club, etc., 
nd that at 9 on Saturday night, some sort of a play would be 
presented at the Elks Club to wtiich J was bidden. I expressed my 
thanks and tried to imagine anything worse by way of spending a 
Saturday afternoon and evening.I felt like telling 
the secretary to convey to her employer that since he is to speak 
on The* ort ut the luncheon and Lam to harangue the 
crowd on Melrose on Sunday, I would meet him half 
way by avoiding his. show if he would pass up appearing at mine. 

On todight's news I heard something that struck me 
as hilarious. Some gentleman in Dallas is hauling 
Sears-Ro buck to Court, asking for one hundred thousand 
dollars because Sears sold him a pair of pants which 
exploded with him in 'em. Imagine i 

S' ■ A x L© u^cxob \o iuo snio© At - -® ' joL o 

, Some old basket ball game took priority over 
»The Last "orq" program tonight, provoking me th erebye. I’m 
glad they don t play basketball for broadcasting on Sunday 
b mornings during Invitation to Learning. 
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two po3t scripts : 

Ho. 1. 

Eugene just telephoned from town to say Celeste 
had just called him from flew Orleans. The doctors 
say J. R. is making good progress. She says he 
has a dab t of nausea, however, and so she is remaining, 
she doesn t know how long. From this, I conclude I may or may not 
have the Louisiana Press on my hands on Sunday with or 
without a hostess so I had better pr epare to be in three 
places at once for that conclave, - the big house, the 
African House and Yucca, —a good trick if it can 
be turned, and 

No. 2. 

Don't you t ink we ought to include Mrs. 

Roosevelt's new book on the next Library of Congress list. 









I 
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Wednesday, March 12th, 295*. 


J !i * 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find a le'tfer from Lyme in today’s 
post. Surely it didn't linger along the way, 
what with it having borne a Monday evening cancellation, 

I am so glad, but not at all surprised, that little Hies Lee 
a nd Lestan see eye to eye in the matter you touched on in your 
first page, I find it simply good sense to settle 
such matters as has been done and, come to think of it, 
it is wonderful to think how ultimate disposition may be 
m de of things to everyne delight without getting 
bogged down in the rigamarole that sometimes get injected 
into legal matters, 

It was so kind of you to give me the name of the 
other participant in the de Sevigne symposium. Within 
day or two, x shall write that gentleman a letter and 
somehow I have a feeling there may be an early 
response, I am still a little puzzled and impressed by 
what seems to me an odd quirk in the a ryson mind, somehow 
tangling upt the tumbrills with Madame la Marquise. 

And may I say how much I enjoyed the poem covering 
our little feathered friend. x find it altogether delightful and 
must look on my next reading as to who penned it for find 
it redolent with .charm, < 

And may 1 thank you for telling me about Howard A. 

Sm*th hail ng from the r erriday neighborhood. I had never 
had any idea that he might have started out somewhere between 
Natchez and here. And since the wife of "illiam 0. Douglas 
stems from 'lulluah or however they spell the name of that 
place, I find that those two ought to hnve much to c ompa re 
notes about 'Concerning the old home neighobrhood since 
the one isn't so very far from the other. 
i *.• • .st ... ■ *r *•’ ■ • ‘•- 1 ' 1 

And thanks much for telling me of your 7*45 f a vorite 
radio program. Sometimes, if atmospher>c conditions are right, 

I can pick off some of the east coast stations and you may 
believe I am going to make a might strong effort to track 
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view of your intere $ in it, 

I take it J. H. must be doing alright although it 
does seem a little odd that nobody bothers to telephone 
concerning the matter. Perhaps Mew Orleans is like Matches 
in that people don t knouf how or don t ha e time to write, 
and come to think of it, James must be stamped asexceptional, 
what with having stemmed from the one place and taken root in 
the other. Perhaps it is a case of the one fault short-circuiting 
the other and so producing a positive effect. 

•it was snowing agin in the Pnahandle of Texas and in 
Oklahoma City today, --several inches, x .believe, and raining 
both in Jhrevepor'p &nd Mew Orleans. We got nothing but 
cold wind and cloudy skies which, 1 must confess, was all 
I wanted if we had to be denied sunshine. 
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I had a wail from Carmen today. Hhe had received a 
telephone call from I. S. Willard. The latter, as chairman 
of the impending festivities this week end, had intended 
to appoint six people to head various committees to 
prepare data for the visitors in the form t of speeches 
a nd mimeographed sheets covering each one s report, but 
„p parantly had spoken but casually, if at-all, to the several 
people, ■:,nd then, at. this somewhat late d te, telephoned 
Carmen, asking her to check on the six people to see 
if their data had been prepared and put in order for the mimeograph 
m a chine. , 

I gather that the Little Bock numbers weren t so hot. 

That you didn't see educational matters in their home town 
n s they did, I can well appreciate. I was wondering about 
these tours which one wins as prises. I am wondering if perhaps 
the sponsors have some arrangement with the air lines and that 
the winners are assigned some particular season for their travels, 
can imagine the two middle weeks in March might be rather 
light in trans-Atlantio tr a vel, since mid March is seldom the best 
season for traveling, especially in England,France and Germany. It w 
be intere sting to know, as may well be the case, if these prizes in t 
fall at a time when most people wouldn't select the dates for 
chas ng about. I has heard quite a lot of talk about the 
Abbeville man you mentioned. Surely he is bound to be an 
exceptional character. I know one or two people from down that way, 
n iid I must inquire and report what his neighbors have to say. 
bis© 8«oi i>' a iauoo it ns wte o 9^oa '\\o u 

I must mention again how much happiness your letter has brought 
me on all points a)id may x thank you again for being so kind about 
sending the Invitation participant s address...... 


nosia 4 0 9 a 

RIO'O 
bioi\ o3 


It's strange we continue hearing nothing out 
of /Jew Orleans. It was certainly kind of Celeste to 
drqp a card so promptly before the ope ration and I only regret 
a full halt should h a ve followed immediately-thereafter. 

■ 

I had envisioned accomplishing much out of doors today 
but the weather was against it, —the cold seeming colder because 
of a chill northeast breeze and low ranging clouds that 
looked as though they were going to drop snow a t any moment. , 
. i V v. ■ ■) i- t 

he day's post wasn t much but I did get a kick 
out of the&hreveport note from Edity Porter who 
a pparantly didn't sense that Hysterial was a substitute 
for Historical and that Carmen, indeed, is not devoting her 
life to unbalanced females but merely decrepit buildings. I 
must respond to her note forthwith to set her straight. 

Essae Mae's letter came as a suprise. Ibice of li te 
$he has conveyed messages to me by others, threatening to 
honor me with a visit and then never put in an appearance and 
hasn't bothered to drop a line advising of a change in plans. 

As for the Butler-Smith business, I shall turn that 
combination over to the artist with whom they can deal 
direct.. The artist's experience in life has not conditioned 

her to an appreciation of the value of an exhibiton or 
publicity and if she was distressed because I 
"made magazines out of reproductions of her pictures , as in 
the case of Holiday, what will be think when a couple of unknowns 
come to see afiout showing her things in cm exhibition. As 
for the artist going to BatonBouge for a personal appearance , ( 
that is do fanciful for wo.rds. in the first place she wouldn t 
go and in the second place, her fame would not be augmented 
by her personal appearance in such a situation, for, like 
the swan, so perfect in accustomed surroundings, neither 
the lady nor the. swan, would appear to advantage out of its 
native habitat. 


«9 


oo 


I 
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j it. Beckerman telephoned me this evening to ask if 
there was anything he or his wife might do by way of lending a 
hand on Sunday, should Celeste not return before the Press 
people pulled in. I declined with thanks. I shall be 
interested in meeting that Dixon lady of the Bat on Bo une Advocate 
whom Ur. Beckerman says is prhaps the outstanding lady of tTTe press 
in Arne ica, for she does exercise power in the paper, real 
power, perhaps more than any other ladyEditor of past or present, 
with the possible exception of Mrs. Patterson of the New York 
Daily News aid allied papers and Urs. Ogden Reid. I believe 
this is the same Dixon lady whom Mrs. Stirling was urging me to 
give an interview in BatonRouge some years back. 

Mr. Beckerman had some very kind things to say a bout 
I. S. Willard who has something to do with this week end's 
gathering but he did say he had to laugh when Mrs. Willard 
after O.King or should 1 write 0. Kay-ing thematerial 
copy of something or other being prepared for the 
convention, telephoned a correction after the thing 
hdd already gone to press, and at intervals 
following, called a second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth 
correction or change, —the butterfly mind at it best, 
unfailingly lovely but utterly unpredictable . 


Friday, March 14th, 1958. 


\ ‘UI.Y '5*3 v.r. i*b •* ! -1'5 BS’UJOK X l. a. LlaOX* 

Memorandum : 

It has been such a strange sort of a day, all blue and 
gold and no warmth. There was a slight frost in the 
neighborhood and I doubt if the thermometer ever did 
stagger much higher than the low 40's all day. 

I continue hearing nothing from NewOrleans except in 
roundabout ways. Some mulatto from up the road who loves 
to pass for white, returned from the Crescent City yesterday to 
say he had gone to Touro to see J. H., .and one of the R. E. A. 
officials from town mentioned to Eugene that he had seen the 
patient on Wednesday and although he was weak, ,he seemed to 
be getting along alright. A$ for Celeste, I have heard nothing 
from or about her and so do liot know if she will be hear for the 
Sunday doings or if 1 shall be alone, more or less. 


As between this paragraph and the above, Ora telephoned. She 
said she had just been advised by I. S. Willard that 
she. Ora, had been appointed to supervise the tours 
for the press on Saturday and Sunday and that it would be her 
business, Ora's, to take some of the people to Helrowe 
on Saturday afternoon and some on Sunday morning. After all the talk 
about Sunday being the one and only magical moment 
for the Melrose doings, this information floored me. 

I asked her to get in touch with I. S. W. to say 

that there would be no reception here on Saturday and that the 

original schedule would be maintained. As a matterof fact, 

Melrose will be a mare's nest on Saturday, what with preparations 
being made for Sunday's reception It would Be. interesting 
to know the Willard reaction if people receiving an invitation 
to her house for a Sunday tea should decide to blow in en masse 
on Saturday afternoon when the whole place was inside out, 
wrong side a round, other end to, in preparation for the doings of 
the fnallwing day. I must say, however, 1 am 

grateful that Ora is going to serve as guide for some of the visiton 
on Sunday which, of course, in case I have not assistance from 
across the fence, will provide me with at least one person to hold 
down the big house while I am dividing myself between the 
African and Yucca Houses. So things turn and so must I 
turn to some mail and so to bed...... 


Ora telephoned this afternoon to ask if she could 
do anything in particular to help out, in pursuance of yesterday's 
statement of the case on my part. .She also wanted to say that 
she had taken up the mutter of the Saturday visitation with 
I. S.Willard and learned that the program calls for a tour to 
visit Beaufort and Oakland on Satu day afternoon, Melrose being 
reserved for Sunday. But since la Beaufort will be in batches 
and Lucille Prudhomme in the hospital, I can't imagine 
the Press will ge-t uery far in either of those mansions. 

Ora mentioned that she knew I would be disappointed to learn 
that Mr. Reams of .the Northwestern College library was 
leaving to become head of the Library at the University of South 
Carolina,. —in Columbia, S. C., as 1 recall. 1 am 
sorry for Louisiana for Mr. Reams is a fine man but 
I am glad for South Carolina and for him, as that is his native 
State. 

Just let me start having a chat at close of day, and 
my telephone will ring, as it just did, ~Aunt WHHe 
calling from - 1 he Bluff. She said she is having difficulty getting 
rid of her Asian flu but is going ahead with three garden 
parties regardless. . She Talked for about half an hour, I guess. 


I 
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and .had much to say about things I knew about and didnt. 

In the latter category, she mentioned that Carolyn had had 
great success with her pictures taken on the ''ulf. 

It seems she had been hauled up in a basket to the top of 
one or another of the oil rigs whence she had obtained some 
excellent pictures that as delighted the oil people they had 
purchased some at two hundred dollars a piece. In the 
international Trade Hart or whatever they call that thing m 
/few Orleans, her photographic muraj.s are the first thing one 
sees on entering, 9 feet by something .or other, and quite fine. 

h.i i • ■>. ,."11 •' ' : 1 1 

She 8Q id she and arm had stopped two nights between 
t]ew Orleans and Charleston, — at Mobile and Montgomery, Alabama. 

She said they hadn t seen a flower anywhere along the way, uhat 
with the capers of back Frost this year.. She said there should 
be more flowers at the Bluff than there are, for while the 
camel ias are f ine, jthe .axel ias, dogwood, hyacinthes and so 
on had been pretty well nibbled away by the thousand deer on 
The Bluff. It seems the deer do not bother the camelias 
but especial ly lover the blossoms of the aselias, dogwood 
-■nd hyacinthe plants. She said she had tried providing 
the deer with corn, Jtaning cn abundance put out for them to 
feed on at night but they seem shy of the corn and refuse to 
ouch it. It seems a little odd she didn t hand the phone 
over to Irma for a little chat, too, but perhaps Irma was out 
or entertaining guests. . 

Another interruption . John Wenk appeared at supper, 

bringing a boy friend with him for the week end. He said his 
father and mother were returning from Mexico on Monday, im 
glad they didn make it here the day before. I suppose they 
will descend upon us next week, if J. H. be back by then. 

And the interruption tonight was that the two boys, probably bored 
at finding themselves alone oh the plantation, knocked on my door 
as I was finishing the above paragraph. When I met the youth 
at supper, thought the name was Williamson end John said he thought 
I knew the boy's grandmother wfiicfi said I did., U ut tonight 

Tasked something a bout the boy's uncle, philson, and it turned 
out the boy 's nprne is Whittington and x know his grandmother, too. 

I asked about his grandmother and said J thought of her earlier 
in the week when x heard of a man named Whittington 
in Benton, La., neur ohreveport, who had been in an a cident. 

The boy jogged my memory with remark a ble casualness, saying 
that what i had heard on the radio, was not „hout anaccident but 
a suic ide since it was his father who had killed himself. Never befor 
did I have an exper ence just like tiiat, tinctured with such 
'casualness. And so the week end comes to a close, 

and may all the snow, mentioned on this evening s broadcasts out of 
Lyme, have melted before they got well established .. 


o 


• ^ 

Lian 



Sunday, March 16th, 195*. 


Memoradum* 

I'm hop ng things atmospheric were as 
delightful at Lyme as at t his bend of the river. 

Things neper pan out precisely as one envisions them 
when arranging a week end, such as Natchitoches put on 
for the reception of the press but everything seems to 
have gone off delightfully and what with the weather 
being so inordinately c ooperative, and the guest of 
such gr nd character, nothing seems to be regretted either on the 
side of the guests or the hosts. 

.tit: - 

I i oa8 mildly surprised on Sat urday a bout 10 minutes 
before dinner time when Mr. Beckerman appeared bringing 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Ogden and a Mr. and Mrs. Schaefer, with fyim. 

He explained that Mr. Ogden expressed a preference for coming 
here without the attendant crowd that would characterise 
Sunday's reception, and hence their appe^yance. 1 should 

n dd that the Schaefers own an old show place somewhere in 
the Fren h Quarter and seem like lovely people. 

And so I gave up all though of dinner and entertained 
my guests in the African House and d here, without taking 
them to the big house where there undou tedly was an 
unpleasant member of the family. We had a grand 
time and on leaving, Mr. Ogden said he couldn t recall 
h ving spent a happier visit a nd only regretted they had 
planned to go on to spend the afternoon and night 
in Natchitoches which he felt uv uld be anti-climatic • 

. . V . H , , >j: I.* .-J“V 

This morning the press arrive c bout an hour behind schedule bi 
a s I was the only white person on the place, it didn t matter 
what time they got here. 1 t seems the breakfast at the 
Lemee House had been a great success and I was glad. I 
was glad that Ora brought me a pretty cake, too, and that I. 3. 
Willard brought me my 19 57 Christmans gift from her, —a 

...... i: II* MAI -OV 
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bottle of eauterne, That woman is a sight. What do you 
reckon her 2958 gift will be when 1959 rolls round, 

I was glad to meet Margaret Dixon, Editor of the^aton Rouge 
Advocate ,of whom Mrs, Stirling had spoken on occasion, I liked 
her, I was glo.d to meet a San Antonio publisher who 
left with the address of •'ames ■*'. Register and the title of 
his manuscript. 

Upstairs in the African House, a tall man, sort of like Mr.Eise 
but 20 years yonger, greeted me, 1 t turned out to be Warren 
Ogden, saying he and his wife and the^haefers, 3imply had 
to come bnck although they had not planned to do so on u unday 
prior to their Saturday go-round, 

• " v. b ~ r:' ■; . 

4s zhey had arrived after the other uests, they had 
missed see ng the big house, and so, after the guests 
had departed, ± showed them about and brought them over to Yucca 
for a dab of wine, 1 t went to my head on the firs sip 
a sl had not had any breakfast, perhaps that is the reason 
why I weakened after their second invitation for me to 
dine with them, i told them Alexandria was on their Lay 
home and that was the place for them to eat, Theyagreed but 
said they would love to bring me back, finally I 
decided I would accept their invitation but suggested 
the Town House, which would eat up only 30 miles instead 
of 80, and there we dined and, I fear, almost boistrous, 

, for we really had gre t fun. Afterward theydro pped me 

off here and then headed back toward l »ew Orleans, 

• • •• ' " ■ - " '' ■V..M' v a. CV.i ‘J ‘ • “ ;<* •* ' 

Willard telephoned me about 5 tonight to say 
he ha<£ called Celeste at 2:30, reaching her at Touro, &he said 
J. M, was alright but his progress slow, J. H, had called the store 
on Saturday noon and said he would call again on Monday, 

He hopes to return home along c bout Thursday, 

I stilly am quite puzzled by the act that nobody ever heard 
from Celeste again, following that first card. Her 
sefvnnt had telephoned me on Saturday morning, asking for instructio 
a 8 she had been told to prepare a fine dinner for U unday re¬ 
gardless, and yet it didn t appear anyone was going to be here, 

I recommended that she take the day off which she did, 

, ■ - Efi M t Lu 3 * As 

The enclosures speak for themselves, , If only 
Say-rah Irwin Jones had openened up her card and 
written on the inside, it seems to me she would have 
ound the mechanics of typing easier. As for the news 
. from °a^es, the on-ward flight of that ^#rs/taI2 woman 
, , leaves nothing but astonishment in the range of her 

undertakings, , And now to the Sunday mail which 
got neglected this morning,,,,,. 


Monday, March 17th, 1958, 


Memorandum: 1 4 

• Cloudy, misty and slightly chill all day, reminding 
me of a question asked by a member of the press from South 
Louisiana yesterday: 

"Two such lovely days of perfect weather,,,.would 
you mind telling me if this was arranged for the press, too, and, 
if so, how was it done .* 

On awakening this morning, 1 found myself thinking 
of Manhattan and what difficulties a bout ground cross- 
towners- would be experiencing during the St, Patrick's Ray 
Parade when trying to negotiate a crossing of 5th Avenue, 
blocked off for the Irishmen, In the old days, it seems to 
me I used to accomplish the trick by going down * 
into the subway from Times Square to Grand Central, by 
m a king use of the shuttle or taking the 8th Avenue and 
getting out either at the Plaza or Lexington Avenue,, 

I suppose Louisiana has its share of old Ireland but 

nobody down this way ever seems to dream of doing a* ythiug by 

Waif of observing St. Patrick's birthday, that most , 

remarkable of Saints, it seems to me, since he wasn t Irish, 

and the one thing for which he is best know, expelling all snakes from 

Irelan, —a place which never; had any snakes, and,— 

of all things, his name wasn t Partick, 

The local radio stations never mentioned the Saint but 
perhaps this may have been due in part to the fact that there 
seemed to be a plethora of other news of local interest, — 
especially week-end mishaps, including a hit and run death 
a t Montgomery, a woman and a girl drowned in the Leesville 
neighborhood and two young men drown at Chestnut on 
Black Lake, up in the Dormon-Briarwood region. And, of course, 
the successful launching of a sputnick in Florida this morning 
a lso tended to push St, Pat into the background, 

Even the mail didn't offer much although Patty did 
send St. Patrick Day greetings but I suppose this is 
worthy of note because Patty, I suppose, m a y well be not Irish 
but Jewish # 

, . > ■ • • 
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Within the space of a half hour this morning, 
it chanced I received three telephone calls, the 
general topic of which was identical, —breakfast at the 
old Lemee House, - and each more or less reflecting the 
slant'of ih'e individual' speaker. Each telephone call came 
through because the speaker wanted to talk a little a bout the 
week end festivities and to thank me for the little part I had 
in t/»e Sunday segement of the doings. Thelma Kyser called 
first and expressed her delight with how things had gone at 

the Lemee House, where, after breakfast, the guests 

lingered over theirre-filled coffee cups and listened to. 

few speakers, Warren Ogden being the featured guest. The 
'first speakers were asked to wrap up what they had to say in 
3 minutes and Mr. Ogden w a s re ,uested to make his longer. It 
lasted 45 minutes. Thelma said it was a grand speech in 

which, as Editor of the Picayune Roto, he pointed out to his 

fellow bredkfaqters, both local and from around the G-ulf , that 
he had found so many things since his arrival in this area, 
thct were packed with at or iesfor everp type of writer and 
Thelma said the speech was wonderful. 

No sooner had she hung up than Carmen called. She.. ; 
covered tlte same topic and said the Ogden speech was wonderful 
and that he had referred to her twice as being good material 
for copy. 

. ... n y . 9 ,m . o ' ■ ■ ■■ 1 

Five minutes later Mr. beckerman telephoned and said he 
wanted to take off his hat to me for the inspiration * had obviously 
provided Ogden for his S bbath morning speech. tolkd 
him that in all truth, I didn t know much a bout the speech although 
I understood the idea behind'it was to recognise good copy 
When it came to hand and that Carmen was cited a couple of 
times as a fitting subject. Mr. Beckqrman laughed heartily 
„t that and asked me if I really hadn t heard cti.ythina more and 
I said I hadh*t. He siid Mr. Ogden mentioned several personalities 
and places, includln the Lemee House, C rmen, etc., which 
he covered in 15 minutes by way of introduction, and for the 
last 30 minute8 went into a symposium on Lestan and what 
he had undertaken as being the prime ingredients of which 
~~the things writers contrive are made. I thought it a striking 
example of reporting in itself, --these three versions, coming 
each so close on the heels of the other, Thelma's being the 
best because it gave a comprehensive over-all, while the 
sec nd and third accounts were undoubtedly tinged 

to some extent at least, by preferences of the respective reporters 

bib rfouw is\\o ® Ubib s.U ^ 

J. H. is so id to have talked on the telephone today with 
R , E. A. on business matters.' Let us hope this ; indicates con¬ 
tinued improvement. Still not a peep from his spouse. How odd.... 


Tuesday, March 18th, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

Our weather today was colder than the average for January, 
what with the thermometer floundering round in the low 40 's, 
n nd it is said we shall have a frost tonight. It remained cloudy 
all day and a North wind was cold and an occasional 
sprinkle seemed to make things colder still. One day 
without ft pausing for^pring, we sha 1 simply leap into 
Summer and that will be that. 

I have been skimming through the autobiography of 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, --"The Living of These Days 1 , 
which, as titles go, st ikes me as being rather poor, since 
it doesn t seem to be a thing I can remember n bout a man 
I have always admired so much. 

I used to go to hear him preach at the Presbyterian 
Church on 5th * vr-nue at 11th Street wl*en his Sunday morning 
services would be packed and I often found a resting place on 
the steps of the rostrum, His di.sdain of all the 
artifical fences that separted people along denominational lines 
ap pealed to me s trongly and his liberalism in things 
theological always struck me c® w being one of the rare manifestations 
of the spirit of Christ in church circles in the days of my 
youth. .o t 

I was particularly interested in what he had to say 
bout the Riverside Church which 1 attended on occasions 
less frequently during the 1950's than I did the one 
on lower 5th Avenue in the 80th, He said the building s 
chief inspiration w C 3 the Cathedral of Chartres which suprised me 
x somewhat as I had never thought of the two in the same breath. 

He 8aid that some of the windows, in fact, had been manufacturered 
in Chartres for the riverside Church, and that was a surprise, too, 
since I didn't know they were still making gla38 inOhartres. 

I think life is better because of theFosdick influence for 
liberalism on the church-goers of his time and I’m hoping 
his ideas through his books may echo long down the corridor of time. 

m - ' -- •' • 
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“dra's daughter, Anne, telephoned me yesterday, to ask if 
she could have some Orinoco ban a ba roots and she came down 
tonight to pick them up. If half are planted that 
I boxed up for her, the whole town of Natchitoches m 
another month ought to look like a segment of a United 
Fruit banana plantation in Guatemala. The car 
was so loaded, both in the front and back seats and the 
compartment at the rear of the car, that the vehicle 
looked like a nursery on wheels.. It seems 
impossible to convey to the amateur just how bananas, like 
bamboo, tends to multiply and so I like to give 
with a lavish h c nd, not because the recipient will ever 
m a n a ge the stuff hut simply becauseit will be only through 
experience that the effects will be felt. And, then, too, 
there is always the chance t,hat others may not have 
the success with their efforts that one cannot avoid in 
cultivating the rich soil at this bend of the river, and 
for that reason. Nature tends to keep in balance and 
thus enables the town to escape being smothered by a jungle. 

I have in mind the truck loads of bamboo roots supplied 
the Priests's home in Natch.ito he8 where, in 
contrast to my difficulties in holding b a ck b a mboo prowth 
here, not a root survived in what I believe to be an equally 
rich soil in town. 

On the Touro front, a car is supposed to leave here 
tomorrow morning for theCrescent City with a view to bringing 
b a ck the patient and his wife. nt the moment it is difficult 
for me to imagine J. H. ever slowing down as slow down he must. 

It is said that he must not drive a car for 6 months or a year, 

a nd that I h a ve diffiul ty in imagining, too. It . 

will be interesting to see how dL 1 this, if any, works out. 

I just got around to run through the recorded '[diking 
Book Topics that came to hand the other day, —a transcript of 
the printed copy you may have received a week or two b r ck. 

I was impressed by the fact that the list contains 

several books which obviously h a ve been recorded previously, 

dL though in one case only is the notation, "Re-recorded set down. 

I h n ve in mind such items as Marco Polo's Travels, 

Cornelia Otis Skinner's autopiography and so on. How i 

should like to stir a tornado in o that whole Library of 

Congress Department. I suspect these titles have been 

included as new to convey the impression to somebody that a greater 

amount of work is being turned out than is the case, in order 

that requests for recordings may be turned down because of volume 

already being offered, which, if true,ought to be correct .. 


t 

•; •; r 0 


Wednesday, March 19th, 1958, 

, • f ilu 4 • v \j 

i Lie. ■. ii V • 


Memorandum • 

And so my telephone rang tonight and it was 
Celestq, saying she and ■>. H. had just arrived and 
wouldn t I like to come over. I would. 

I thought J. H. looked about as usual. He said 
he could move around just as much aS he pleased but only had 
to avoid any straining. They were delighted with all 
the attentions paid them at Touro. J. H. said they 
q a ve him a couple of gallons, —I thought he said gallons, of 
food d-’ily through the veins for about a week, a nd nothing 
o eat or drink and vhat hewasnj at all hungry any of the time. 

Celeste asked the prize questions* 

• ' c i * n 

» . but why did,', t you write...... 

jr or one who had left me up a tree last week end, I thought 
that was the prize question of all. 

They said .Cdr.Qlyn had spent yesterday fternoon with them. 
They said she looked mighty tired but w a s keeping right on 
going in spite of the doctor'.S orders. 1 believe they s aid 
she was just h a ck from Mobile on some mission or other. 

If she doesn t get knocked out in a wreck or flattened out 
permanently through failure to control her will power to 
fly off in all directions at once, I shall be amazed. 

It remains clear and " a ir-ish" in these parts, with 
henvy frost this morning and another promised for tomorrow. 

7 got quite a lot of work done today in spite of two sets of 
callers, one from New Hampshire whom 1 had forgotten as 
nprevious visitor although a delightful person, the other 
one of the men employed by ' J ames Livingston, a sort 
] .of .nice hill-billy type, if hill billies can be nice, mho 
had been here once before with James u ivmgston, the latter 
being the soil erosion expert in this area, digger of canals, eve 
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. It seems to me. the youth's name is Cochran or some such, 
a nd is sort of SOthish. Anyway, he brought me aperfectly 
delightful Brasilian, a n agronomist, who immediately fell 
in love with all he had to see. I supposedx I lihed hims 

espeically because, out of respect, he had visited the 
graves of Herr und Frau Zweig nad loved the Zweig boohs, 
nd also because he could tell me lots about Bahia, the 
one town in Brazil which has always intrigued me enormously. 
The man returns to Brazil in July and threatens to send me 
post cards of my favorite town. 

, i .'*»oo 9Ho r i sVi - • • 

I moved some rather large crepe myrtles today, 
which was'Uite a job. At first dark, the artist s 
grandson, Jackie's boy and son of Clyde Claude Emmet Davis, 

I suppose, passed this way and gave me the laugh I 
needed most, being.a little weary. 1 suppose the boy 
is 14 or 15 and was looking for some secretarial work 
to get ..him headed toward the basket ball game at 
St. Mathew's tonight. I suppose the boy has probably 
had to hoe vegetables in his mother s garden and his 
grandmother ' 3,’.too, and I suppose garden for him mean 
rows of onions, pep ars or whatever. Be that as it may, 
he explained-her-had passed this way earlier to lend me 
hand with the mail but had found me to be out. I 
-laid I reckon i had bee.’ working in the garden. He 
looked ut me slightly surprised and quite seriously inquired: 

"Oh 


Don't you 

o 


is you got a garden..... 

’ 

love that. 

O HQ4 8«* • ■ ' *.0 Si- ■ 3 V 3" . ' '• at ; ^ 

A perfectly incredible letter, —if it was read correctly, 
came to hand from a Mrs. Kent of Shreveport. The question 
.was so silly, — a sking for the origin of the negro, that 
I responded in an equally silly fashion and, even more 
silly, I made a carbon for no reason at all, except to 
enclose, and, if you are engaged, you can skip^eading it, 


se 
no 
•xsdSr 


a 


nd will 




have missed nothing. 
bc*\ i n ©Al; w rc-Qn\ »lq ^ e 

And now I must get on -to a few dozen thin 
calling it a day. Spring arrives tomorrow at 
^nd I, for one, shall do nothing to hold it back . 

t :, 3 3150 OTOrt HS3<J be*' 

\0 ,OS'. ZlAS lit tT3< ”3 HO <80*1 3 li 


■gs before 

10 a.m., 
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Wednesday, March 19th, 1958. 


Dear Mrs. Lent, 


I beg tc acknowledge receipt of your letter 
asking me to give you an account of the origin of 
the negro. 


As j. understand it, there are two theories, the Biblical 
and the Scientific, which, alt ough their approach 
is from different angles, are not exactly out of harmony. 


According t.o the Bible, we are all descended from one 

Adam and Eve / unfortunately, the Bible does not 
specify if the Grandpa and Grandma of all of us was whits, 
yellow, red, brown or black but I believe it is generally 
r ssv.ned they were yellow, with some of us bleaching out a 
little, as between their time and ours, and others darkening. 

The irst menion of a person of cclor that 1 reoall us being 
mentioned as such in the Bible was the wife of Hoses, 
whicn is only cfew thousand years beck as opposed to the 
millions of years since Adam and Eve probably made their bow. 


On the Scientific side, I believe the theory is that - 
hum n life developed from a vatic life and it is believed 
the human form nay have comq into being in the 
center of /sic, which doesn t seem too far from the 

Biblical notion that it was-in *sia Minor. 


fs human tribe v came into being and rooted 
further afield, those skirting the two poles 
tended toward fairer skins, since they needed all the 
sunshine they could get in a pl.-ce toshers it was limited, 
while those moving toward the Equator developed a mors 
protective pigmentation to ward off the excessive 
(js ount of ulta violet rays and whatever that tended to 
be a little we.ring on unp rotected skin* 


But agentlemun by the name ofCha rle sDarwin once 
wrote ahook cal d the Origin of the Species, and 
he cun give you a comprehensive picture 
of the whole subject and I reckon your 

» 


o ver 








le 
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local library came provide you with an endleee 
amount of data down through Dr, Gcebles and his cocJt- 
eyed concept of racial superiority even unto Little 
Hock, 

I hold the thought that your meat for knowledge 
concern -n-j the origin of the negro may bring forth 
something more concrete than 1 h ve been able to suggest 
but us I know nothing a'out anthropology I 
hive mighty little to offer on the 3Ubje&t, Come to 
think of it, Moaea and hia wife, -he litter being the 
first person I know of to be mentioned as being colored, 
lived only 3 or 4 thousand ye ra before Christ and 
aa -a understand it, remains of human bones have been 
found both in f'r.nce arid in Africa, dating back 
some 60,000 years earlier, makes Madam Moaea 
seen quite c. modern number. It must be 
because so m a ny artist down through the ages, at leaat 
from the 11th century, have pictured Adam and h've as 
being white that in childhood, through pictures, we 
get ourselves all conditioned to accept these ancestors 
of ours us being white hut, except for some thousands 
of artists' imagination, 1 c, u see how there is anything 
to substantiate auch a theory that they were so end, 
for all I know. Eve may have been the original Aunt Jemima, 
concentrating more on fruit than pun cuke flour • 

You menti ned MiasWord in your letter. Do poaa 

along greeting to her on my behalf and believe me 

Yours very sincerely. 


franco is Mignon, 



Idle 


so 


~u:; 


»;s 


seslmi i. 

. si- 

buy a* 

9! ‘ ‘ 

-su i: nc, 
OT.S tY -/•* SV10- 
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Thursday, March 80th, 1958. 
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Memorandum • 

1 • ' in o i sA • 

While 1 
I started to 


'SA ’-O .1 isvt0^ 3/■ 

. i ’\,0 SC, . "i 

think of it, x want to 
tell yesterday and got 


mention the joke on me which 
side-traoked. I was speaking 
of hill billy, named 
Brasilian number to see me. 


of 


some youth whom I take to be a sort 
Cockran or some such, who brought a 

As they were leaving Mr. Cockran mentioned to the traveler that 
"we are all so proud of the work he Stan is doing for Louisiana", 
and I must confess I never thought I would heur a hill billy make 
such an error 3ince nothing - 1 undertake would be 
within their comprehension or, if it did, within the limits 
of their approval. 

*v; 5 d ’jlVidCr.'J .roil ^ (j\ h>8' 0X5 o ,iii’ H00f!*T fc ' \ rv 

I was vaguely puasled by something Thelma Kyser had to 
recommend to my attention when she telephoned me today. Site talked 
muefy about one thing and another and, in mentioning the 
gourd house which she had seen on Sunday, she au gested that 
I write an article for the Times Picayune, volonteering that John 
would come down and take all the pictures 1 wanted for the article. 
She remarked that there was no need to let Carolyn do any part of it 
since I could knock off the text and her husband could "strike" the 
pictures. I find myself wondering what this is all about, but 
I imagine the Hysterical Ladies would like to save their 
publicity money and get their story into the leading papers 
without going through Carolyn who has handled it in the /ust 
for them. J- don't like the idea at all but of course didn t 
say so to Thelma. After all, they did lean heavily enough 
on C rolyn and they did get good coverage and wonderful 
pictures- and I think such an attempt to strike out 
on their own by asking me to be a party to it is out of line 
with my concept of what is proper in this instance. And quite 
aside from the ethics involved, I think the quality 
. of Carolyn's pictures are so far superior to the run-of-the- 
mill photographer thatthey are not to be compared. In my 
opinion, if the Ladies want to do articles and get John or 
a nyone else to illustrate the,m, they have aperfect right to do so bu 
I t ink they are getting out of bounds when they invite me to 
participate in such a thing, 
s" , bs; 8-t94\u\iiiB TsiBifb jo3 4 mo vtmoy s«oft»3 ntiim l 
nnftftT.j i 4 1 . ■ . "tftlXUl'.il «i> ‘10 «.V Q414 A-I A i' II80'L ftrit; 

)"iib oot owtf \j<4 Hi bii up i&i b* t 9boe4t\9 sroesoib ^ . 
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The Mistress of Beaufort telephoned me this morning, asking 
if she might come to see me this afternoon. I suggested 
the hour of three. S/je arrived on the butstopped 
at Celeste s and didn t get over to Yucca until 
after four and according was still here at supper time. 

/an came over to invite her for supper hut I know not why since 
he likes her ah ut as much as he likes me. ■‘■t was a tiresome 
visit, mostly about li atchez so far as subjects 
outside her own particular dislikes were concerned and 
that took up hout 90 percent of her talk, it s such 
pity, — her type of insanity, for her cultural 
aifts are exceptional which gives her an opportunity to 
carry her insanity farther because she can get away 
with more stuff and on higher levels than would be 
possible if only her cultivation were on the mighty 
dubious scale of her mental processes. 

She forqets that she makes up impossible situations 
for if she didn t forget such performances, she would turn around 
a nd try justifying her own outrageous performances to 
me who know quite a few of them. One case in point this 
afternoon was her excuse for not putting her house on 
Pilgrimage. She said people did everything they could to be 
mean to her and when writing up the homes for Pilgrimage when 
she was on,.they didn t include a picture of her ho se. 

She had forgotten that Carolyn and I had done that job ana 
we couldn't mention her house because up until after 
the article had gone to press, she had declared up and down 
that her house would not be open, —only to turn around and open 
Thus she cites her failure to get publicity forBeaufort as 
an exampj e of the mean way people treat, her. J-t certainly 
is tiresome listening to her talk but I get a certain 
amount of satisfaction out of jumping on her with both feet, — 
which surprisingly enough seems at once to shock and 
please her, since the shock comes from the novelty of 
the sensationk nobpdy else ever telling her where to get off, 
and apparently pleasing her because she seems to get 
entertainment out of being slapped down. Aside from 
wanting to tell me all about her tiresome adventures in 
Matches, what she was really working around to was a threat 
that she wouldn't, put Beaufort on Pilgrimage this year unless 
I kcou'ld qet"arren Ogden to feature the place in ttye Picayune. 

I laughed at her straight out a nd told her 1 wasn t dreaming 
of bribing anybody in the Cane a iver c untry to behave in 
a civilised manner. And so the clock '3 hands went around 
and she ended up by trying to make me promise to come and ™ue J 
dinner one night next week with her and Vernon and * promised hei\ 
I wasn't,ever going out to dinner anywhere and she drove ojf, exc 
she wasn t taking Mo for an answer. What a tiresome report about 
a tiresome episode, participated in by two too tiresome people... 


tar. :1 b 


Friday, March 21st, 1958. 
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Memorandum : 

The first day of Spring and everything so lovely and 
so tender ~in new greenery which makes the sharper the contrast 
between what it should be, as it is, at this bend of the river, 
and what obtains for a hundred mile radius about Lyme. I 
have found my thoughts turnining so constantly in that 
direction ever since reports came through over the air 
concerning the tons of wet white stuff Winter, as a sort 
of final prank, dumped on just, the wrong place as a final 
fling of his last day of tenure. 

— V ‘ " 1 0 * ^') • ^ • • •’ ' 

X got around to read a little mail today but not much. 

The enclosure from Miss G a vin is pleasant although I am a little 
puzzled by her question a bout me falling into a trap when, as 
I recall, I expressed the thought that I had wondered if it might 
be remarked that there was a certain parallel between a smart 
mother and .a dumb daugh -er in the cases of la Marquiese de 
Sevigne and George Sand. I cannot say that I did not entrap 
myself but must confess I am not as yet conscious of being 
in such a perdicament. I shdl respond to the lady tonight, 
asking that, unless she has already done so, she omit 
mention of my let er, addressed to her, when next she confers 
with Dr. Bryson. 

lily} \> l 1 ' " 

I did *t tilt coffee cups this morning, what with 
Celeste having headed out to pick up her mama before 8 this 
mormnq. She had not returned tonight at first dark. 

.8 '>' ■ ■ ■ 

interruption...... 


\o bio 
oMiq* ' 


■ LV v* 1 , t 1 ■ v » ■ — - - _ , 

' Two telephone calls, one on the heels of- the other, in 
the interim between this paragraph and the above, and oddly enough 
one was from. Ruth pierson of Matchitoches and the other from 
her half si3ter, Beth Cloutier de Beaufort, nesither knowing 
that the other had called, since one came from town the other 
from the country. Ruth wanted me. to come to town to see some pretty 
new tree just coming into flower and to usk me the name 
K of a town in Mississippi that was the first Territorial 

or rather the second Territorial capitol and the first State capitol 
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I'll try tUat line again: 

Bet was all love and kisses and wanted me to 
repeat some sentence or lotUer that a hud tossed off 
when denouncing her yesterday. She said the idqa had been 
running through her mind all day but she couldn t get 
the words precisely as I had rattled them off. ~Imagine 
anybody re-capturing some sentence from a casual conversation 
24 hours before. She said she just loved *olrly Sedges, 
which i^ the house, as 1 recall, that was purchased and done over by 
Rudolph s friend, Earle Miller. She said in one breath 
tfiat she and Vernon are two hundred thousand dollars in debt but 
she simply has to have Earle Miller do over Beavfort. I think they 
a re in debt for much more than twho hundred thousand but 
3uch a thing would never deter her from putting another 
twenty five or thirty thousand dollars into a re-twisting 
of her residence. One of the crack-pot things she stated 
yesterday was that she always wanted to be in debt since it gives 
one something to strive for, and, from where a sit, she will 
never be lacking in such a source for striving. 

Today it dawning a half doaen carpenters appeared on 
my gallery, to my mild surprise. It seems J. H. thought it 
would be a good idea to have a t\ew roof put on the we a ving house and 
new gallery to re-place the former one but wanted me to serve 
a s Surindendent des Batiments, saying the thing must be done as 1 
wanted it. That little house was always unique but the more so 
because each support of the gallery was effected by a double 
set rather than a s ngle post. And it wps as well that I 
g a ve the matter my attention s nee, after specif ying that six 
columns or post instead of three be used, in sets of two for each supp 
the carpenters somehow forgot before they had turned a round and 
I had to correct the error almost before I had finished by 
ho't choclate and tea bacon and eigs. 

Mr. Bechervjan telephoned me this morning to tell me something 
incredible. Following the huge success of last week's 
entertainment of the ladies of the press in town by v rious 
groups, each of which defrayed all expenses, Mr. Copeland, who now 
heads the Chamber of 0 ommerce, protested violently against the 
entertainment', having figured out that if the city had footed the 
bill, which it did not, the amount would have been several 
hundred dollars. Mr. Copeland ma. e the point that people coming 
for a week end to u atchitocUes ought to spend their money, and 
not the people who entertained them. This s eems such an un¬ 
expected viewpoint to be taken by c person who ought to have heard of 


I 


I notice things got downed u P a 2 j^***^™**^ntinued 
wa saying we got a dm t /tud fallen and I am grateful 

until an inch and a half of wa Juanita B. were 

it happened this Sunday ^ t Z ug lt J. d. exerted 

down /or attPPfr . J * all afternoon while 
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Sunday, March 23rd, 1956, 


Memorandum .: 

How nice to discover a Wednesday air mail in 
Saturday's post, 

x pause to adjust a Denhome margin, 

I am .holding the thought that you may have been successful 
in getting a view of the Bostievski opus on the screen. There had been 
mention made of the filming some time b a ck in Life but somehow my 
copy got a way from me and so i never did get i round to read n bout it. 

Since it rated Life, I h ve no doubt it was an exceptional film, 

I hope you will mention your impressions, should opportunity 
present itself. As you know, I read the book every year or two and yet, 
in sp te of my acquaintance with the text, seem to have to labor a bit to 
imagine it transcribed on to film. This difficulty on my part must be di 
in large measure to my tendency to read it along other lines than that 
of a novel a nd I .must confess that during the interim between the 
first and second reading as to i tfie doings of the laramasov brothers, 

I completely forgot which one of them killed their father until 
I had nearly finished the book on the second go-round. This 
seems a little odd in one way, since it certainly is a ripping murder 

mystery, but perhaps even the author wouldn t be too distressed 

to learn about it since it certainly proves in my case, at least, 
thatthe book held something more for me in it than a mere yarn. 

When Stephan Zweig once came up with the idea of re-writing 
many of the classics p getting out an edition preserving all the 
essence of each but eliminating the extraeneous material, I must 
say that The Brothers Karamasov, instantly came to mind has 
holding at least one section that could well be eliminated to the 
benefit of the no el and the wear and tear on the reader. 

The place I have in mind occurs three quarters of the wa through the 
book when one of the brothers heads out into the country to r ound up somt 
The author devotes page after page of his, --the char c cter s adventures c 
to little or no point, with few steps contributed to the advance of the 
story and the introduction of a flock of people without bearing 
on the balance of the tale. Whenever I read that section, I 

'..'•r ,y ai snw i;vo v,« • |r.:Aot ‘V>U> 
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feel as though l>ostievski had in mind to lead to something concrete 
as he started out but somehow forgot where he was going and finally 
brought his character b a ck into mid stream of the 
tale, having accomplished little or nothing by such an endless 
digression. 

My feelings on thi3 point seem to be confirmed along different 
lines when I sometimes knock off a column for the Enterprise, 
having some subject in mind which somehow gets lost along the way 
and never does m<ke any headway before the conclusion is reached. 

An excellent case in point will be the column appearing in 
next Thursday issue under some such title as "in Quest of the 
Perfect Shot", When writing the first paragraph, x had had in mind 
to do a symposium on the Church of the Children of Strangers 
but by the time 1' had reached the. lust paragraph, the piece had metamorp 
into something or other abcut a camera. 

It was so kind of you to give me a glimpse of Madam Marco's 
letter which must h n e been difficult to decipher , I enclose cH other 
from jier which x have read and it seems to reflect much of the 
same situation the other displayed . I agree with you but c ompletely 
a bout the 'Uestion as to whether the eye operations were worth while, 
is guiie possib e her vision has improved but, in view of her age, the q 

is bound rise in one s mind: "was the game worth the candle"• 

Another enclosure, illustrating frayed edges in the condition 
of the writer is from Madam Regard, My secretary read the signature 
as Maritcj or some 3uch, although I never heard of such a name and 

the lady s act al name, of ourse, is Ella, I believe she mentions 

the "blooming pair trees", indicating her memory is slipping 
even as mine in the spelling of pear, unless, as is possible, she 
left out a phrase, as was su gested today when, at dinner, 

I mentioned how much I had enjoyed her; mention of the pear trees, 
she corrected me by sdying they weren t pears but plum trees. Perhaps 
she intended wirting a bout "the bloomvng pair of plum trees", 
but only got as far as "the blooming pair trees", 

I regretted Josie Stirling had to bring up the matter 
of people and picnic. Why do people always have to drag along 
extras when calling. Frankly, for a person with sense, Josie Stirling 
ought to be more imaginative, 

>s fce iUimI* sA Li.*., bluoo 3-oA* uoiiovt »j(o *« «l Jr • loA 

. T- l } :V . 110 ■: • 

I can t recalll if 1 have sent along or mis-placed a 
letter from James, saying that Mrs, Ferriday Byrnes had had 
a fall, perhaps in her bath, cutting her head so badly it required 
10 stitches or some such, I hope this may be the true explanation 
n nd not that her brother may have tried to murder her, even as he did 
me on one occasion. Me is such a* giant and so mad • James 
mentioned the plans Alice Graham and Roan were making to tour Europe 

,'rning 


Monday, March 84th, 195S, 


Memorandum : 

Another half inch of rain last night and an impenatrable cloud 
coverage all day, constantly threatening to let go a deluge but 
never quite squeezing out a drop. The thermometer continues lagg i 
behind its regular seasonal upward journey but in spite 
of the chill, leaves continue unfolding regardless. 

Three times last week I made unsuccessful attempts 
to get to town, having almost achieved my aim on Wednesday when 
just before starting, I recalled that all s tores 
a re closed on Wednesday afternoon, But today I made it 
and had n uite a busy afternoon, Celeste was going in to town 
on a frolic from 18 :30 until 5 and so I had leisure to 
make the rounds, 

I asked the gift shop to get a package off to Lyme 
in the afternoon mail and 1 suppose it should reach 
its destination about Saturday, Mocard was enclosed and as 
the package will bear a Natchitoches cancellation, one may easily 
attribute it as stemming from "the girls at the office", or some 
such, M reckon. 

And as this memo will reach your, rue hand about 
Saturday, too, -*• suppose, it seems to me the moment 
is appropriate to send along greetings to little Miss Lee 
on her natal day. My thoughts will be so busy 
in the days ahead, what with men al telepathy working over 
time in broadcasting wishes of good cheer all in one single 
direction, A natal day, falling an a week end, must be 
twice as happy for urban dwellers since it does provide 
an opportunity to., celebrate a bit with no thought of 
the hustle and bustle forever impinging on 
the f rinses of mid week festivities., and it 
goes without saying that all my hopes w,ill be pinned on the 
fervent hope that Lyme ma,y have pleasant weather 
a nd that little Miss Lee s day may be the happiest ever. 




I 
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After a round at the gift shop in town, I vi8ited tUe 
seed store to buy some vegetable seed and—-of all 
things, —some gourd seed . It is interesting that neither 3eed s 
carred the gourd seed but found some at Morgan and Lindsay, the 
rendition of F. Woolworth. With tons of gourd seed rattling 
around all over luce a, it seems at first glance as though purchas 
more gourd seed is like touting samovars to Toula, but 
I always invest in the package seed for almost unfailingly, 
one or another of the packages contain some single seed of an odd 
variety, not included in my collection. I drop in to 
say Howdy to the Beckernans and their staff, and thence 
to the HedCross to say Howdy to Carmen, and then to Mildred 
Cunningham had her husband, Peyton, and then to The Times, to 
say Howdy to Charles, Peyton's, brother. E eryone was hospitality 
itself except .Charles who seems esentful because a am doing the 
column for the Bechermans, I guess. At Millspaugh 1 s 
I had a chat with *iles who said that if I ever decided not 
to manfacture Cane Hiver plates, he w ould like to assume 
same. Why he should think might r elinquish them, 1 cannot 
imagine. I old him -*■ would make it a po in t to inform him first 
should -*• ever oonsider such a matter 

I as ^lad to hear from the author of "Mr. Audubon's Lucy",- 
a' * mat name unfamiliar to at least a couple 
of secretaries, for both pronounced it the same. I ran 
through the letter with one and later in the day had 
another, following an interruption, give me the address. They 
both said the le.tter was from "Mr. Lucky Kennedy" • 

It seems odd that cards shoulcf have come from the 
same town from two people who ha.dn t honored me with 
a note in quite a time, —Hary Pringle and , 

Joe Henry, slap out of Washington. If I don t hear from 

Mary pr ingle again until she makes another round 

to W shington, it will be perfectly alright. I gather that 

Blythe must have shunted theobfect of her affections from 

Mary to Joan Frants, which suits me to a t^ and 

speaking of Blythe reminds me that I haven t heard from her 

in some time. I, naturally, advised her of 

J. H.'s plans to spend a couple of weeks in 

/lew Orleans and on hiy return, I advised her that 

allwas well but haven t heard anything from her 

in response.. Perhaps her bother is claiming her time or, 

perhaps, and more likely, Blythe doe an t feel the urge 

to write • 

I project myself to the impending week end in thought 
£«d in every wish for the happiness that should so justly be that 


Tuesday, March 85th, 1958. 
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Memorandum: 

. S nort os yt ,j i < v *u * • ->3 • 1 

I am hoping it was less chill and that at 
least one gleam of sunshine appeared in Rangoon 
today, which would h c e been the opposite of the 
situation here, and my mind was on Mr. Belle in Burma 
much of the time because I slaved away throughout the 
daylight hours, extricating much of Christian's 
furniture from the old store and transporting stuff 
from the projection opposite the Chapel on 
the bach gallery of lucca, making room for 
all the impedimenta from-the old store which is 
to be att eked by the u ighway Department in a day 
or so as they tear it down, mo e it or whatever. 

•Tomorrow I shall concentrate on moving the grand 
doors of the He a n Baptiste M e toyer house which 
I have stored in the same building,, lol these 
m a ny years, hoping to round up my stuff well 
before the wreckers arrive. I suppose I have mentioned 
these items before, --the double doors from the 
drawing rooms, giving on the gallery of that 
wonderful old house, a panel of wood at the bottom, 
a nd the balance of the door in glass, being about 
twice as tall as the double doors giving on the 
Melrose gallery, and, you may recall, one big 
conventional.shaped door, not unlike the Hephratite 
window here by my desk,.but instead of having 
fifteen windows as this one does, the H e an aptiste 
door, or like design, has 36 windows, as I recall. What 
a plethora of treasures one could stir up if one 
wanted to make a decors for the same type of decors ds 
graces the Hephratite window. 

I was so sleepy tonight that on re a ching yucca, 

I sat down in the red leather dhair, hard by my reading 
m a chine, which I didn't turn on, and thinking to rest 
my eyes before Lowell Thomas spoke his piece at 6:15, 

I fell asleep and din't awayen until ten minutes of 

ten when I turned on the radio just as 

Chicago was getting tuned up for the prize fight, and 

1 have just finished listening to Sugar R a y 3cufflmg with 

that Canastota Brasillio, or however, and find myself 


that Canastota Brasillio, 


towever, and find myself 
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wondering why the fight was held so late and why, when 
tlteqe gentlemen don't know each other down, the promoters 
don t come down to the Cane^iver country and sign 
up the honkey-tonk Saturday night ladies who not only 
can knock each other down but can. jump on each 
other and bite their way to victory to boot. Such 
7 program ought to fill any stadium, hands down, I should 
think. 

It goes without saying that I was delighted beyond 
words to have a note from Kiss Kyra in today's post. 

It seems to be the best possible evidence that she 
has the determination to get going again, 1 found Frances 
Ogden's letter pleasant, too, I had sent Warren 
a package containing a plate and a cook book for Mesdames 
Ogden and Schaeffer, 

The news frym ''ames is of interest, too, I marvel 
that Farley continues researching for data co cerning 
the setting for the *arie Therese story, de has been thus 
engaged for at least a couple of years and I think he is 
likely to continue along the sane tirx line for as many more. 

It was interesting to learn th .t u.elen Baldwin had 
flown over to the Crescent City from"aco for the 
week end, I suppose this may ^ave been the first time 
she has met James and A ay although she and James 
h a d correspondence on occasion regarding the local 
a rtist when James was still in florman. 

After many too many months, Erwin has at long last 
m a de up her mind and,, beginning Monday, began to deposit 
an egg at dawning in some little old make-shift nest 
in the basse-cour. She repeated the performance this morning 
and probably will continue for the next from 30 to 60 days. 

As ducks always lady early in themorning, I don't let them 
out for a turn \n the iris garden until after 
6:30 which is about sunrise time, and by then she will 
always accomplished her daily stint it is 
amusing that in scorn of the fine house built for her, 
providing such excellent protection against marauders, she 
continues depositing her eggs in the opposite section of 
her domain, just as far from the residence as she can get, 

I think this determ nation on her part both short-sighted and foo 
but she proba ly has the same opinion of me so it all comes out 
even. 

And now I must l do some mail and I had better 
get busy or it will be the magical hour of Erwin s egg laying 
before 1 finish .. 


Wednesday, ^arch ££th, 195S, 
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Memorandum'. 


Our clammy weather continues but the mists 
are sufficiently thin to permit out of door activities and 
the carpenters finished the weaving house's new roof 
this afternoon, 

I made it a point to see J, U. last night for a few 
moments with a view^o urging that li'tt'le Kiss Alberta's 
sutdio get a new covering, too,. It's so 
nice to cont mplating the preservation of such buildings, 
a nd doubly so in the face of the disagreeablehostility 
of the Madam's youngest son who is forever d eclaring 
that if he could hav his way, the whole damned 
place would be aL lowed to rot down. 

The day'8 post bringing the Shreveport andjlew Orleans 
enclosures, along with some non-enclosed advertising letters 
of avrious description, had one physical attribute in common,- 
a perfume that suggested some inexpensive grade of talcum 
powder. I take it the local mail sack must have harbored 
a broken package to h a ve thus effected such a permeation. 

.ai.4 \ m. j , y fry \ bi.o b$3 u. mou as ' ■ 4 \0 

The Briarwood opus seems to be a most uncertain 
item, so far is pu lication date, if ever, is concerned. 

And the killing part of dL 1 this is that Carrie, herself, 
is paying for the publication and thus nobody is risking 
a cent on it and still no turning out the merchandise for 
the author to dispose of. I suppose they go on the theory 
that since ' they h a vi their money, it doesn s t matter 
when they deliver the goods. Mid I mention the other day 
when Beth was here that she was relating a bout the number 
of subscribers who are beginning to demand the book or 
their'su scription returned. Poor Carrie. 

Warren's letter is of no especial interest but I 
send it along regardless. 

LgO-i; 914.48 bilS04\e t fc. 4 0 i *» ■- 
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A couple of telephone calls from town broke in 
on this chat, jU3t as a was turning the page, Carmen and 
Mr\ Beckerman, with the former talking gossip, the 
latter shop. Mr. Beckerman s problem is a lineotype setter 
who is a handicapped veteran or some such, a fine man who has 
the misfortune of being unable to operate the lineotype 
machine, and much soul searching on the part of the *ditor 
s how to Save the guy the job which he needs and how to 
effect more"perfect copy which -tfieHnterprise needs. 


By the time the talk had concluded, Hollywood was 
starting i s broadcast o the Oscar awards and so 
I listened to that and was but mildly entertained. My chief 
criticism of the presentation of that annual event was 
what seemed to me its primary concentration oneffects to be secured 
for the TV listeners. In the days before TV was 

factor in the entertainment world and even down to within a 
few years back when TV was- considered a movie competitor, 
the dinners were presented in such a fashion as to p oduce 
adequate impressions on the radio audience. Mow, however, it seems to 
me the whole festival is designed not with the radio audience m 
mind but rather the TV and the result is that many of the 
effects striven for and' apparently, or probably achieved, is 
based not on sound but upon physical ci reumstpnees within t he range of 
the camera. This probably en chances the delight of the TV viewer 
but subtracts in entertainment value for the radio listener • 

I enjoyed the little old f miliar tunes that Maurice 
Chevalier sang and I thought Bob Hope the most efficient of all 
the four masters of ceremonies. Of course I had seen none 
of the pictures nominated and knew but vaguely the likeness 
of one or two of the actors mentioned and so, of course, 
h a ve no notion as to whether the final awards coincided or not 
wit uhat i would h d ve liked, since I had no notion of wh^t 
as set up for selection. 


i-'.dcd me of mother Oscar •* inner fevf or five A:.c k 

■1 ijvit Disney -vj ked off with half d dozen awards . i did not then 
1 do not now'qveWon the fact that 1 in-e<ch Case, the awurd-s 
were nerited, for x know nothing chout thut point, vut 

I do think it would be far wiser to spread the prizes around 
more widely and would suggest that no one picture, its a ctors 
or technicians, should receive more than a single a ccolade, and 



hursday, March 27th, 19 52. 
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Memorandum: 

A few gleams of sunshine today suggested Spring but 
tlte thermometer seems laggardly enough about moving away from 
its mid 40 position. 

I welcomed the opportunity the presence of helpers presented to 
do a d n b of gardening although people, coming and going cluttered up 
my schedule considerably. Some Mr. Crow from up Powhatan way 
had been summoned to instruct locd artisans into the mysteries 
of the proper method of grafting pecane trees and I grabbed him off 
for a little while to give me his expert opinion on the 
status of the persimmon trees. We both agreed the s eason too far 
advanced, or rather the sap in the trees too far in circulation 
for any grafting this year but Mr. Crow promised to return in 
February to make theproper selection of branches to be put in 
cold storage aganst yea next year s grafting. As he 
is a plain man whose chief weakness appears to be in his adoration 
of persimmons, he probably will not fail to keep the appoint¬ 
ment, especially as he would love some grafts from the remarkable 
persimmon tree which he admired with wonder, and then, too, he 
is suppoed to return next Spring to supervise some pecane 
graftiug, too. < < 

. - :• 'i. 

That little low lady <joctor from MewOrleans also confused 
my schedule a little by putting in an unheralded appearance and 
because I have had to cut shgrt a ll her other visits, I simply 
pushed the dozen things 4 had cooking to one side and had a 
good hour's go at things. She had just bought a flock 
of Hunter canvases for the Hew Orleans trade and i was 
glad to hear what she would have to say on that point of activity. 

Before she had left, some Shreveport and u ew *ork people came 
and it was a quarter of 5 before they left out, and after 
that came supper and a start to pujl this, house apart and 
put it back together again for a thorough cleaning, which, 

I fear, wasn t -poo thorough. 


Some Mrs. Brown from Mew York was entranced with 
Hunter compositions and purchased a rather large Bcptisin 
sort of Zfeet square, which seems fairly large for an 
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apartment in Manhattan. She seems to be a friend of frank Lloyd 
Wright and said that architctural gentleman will lend her a 
hand in selecting the proper frame. I never cared much for 
Frank Lloyd WriQht buildings but I ca easily imagine he might 
h n ve 3 ome worth while thoughts on picture framing of primitive 
compositions. 

If I can find letters from Kay and from mes, x shall 
enclose them, although ± am not sure A can. as I recall, neither 
of them were of.unusual interest. It seems to me 
there was somethingabout Carolyn going to Baton Rouge 
to meet with industrialists and 0j a Mae Word , after which 
both would go on some where until April, which I 
interpret to be Marshall for the week end. Quite 
possibly the trip was made via Hodges (hardens and there may 
or may not k a ve been a 'phone call when they were in 
the BBighborhood. I an spending my days out of doors, 
however, at this busy season and am not dreaming of±u trying to 
keep within range of a 'phone 
A Hi art oi eaa; itw \aiAe aaoAoi iu-jb Hi.ic c cj 

Probably the Ramsey-Word duo are evoking up plans for 
the launching of The *agic Circle and may well be casting 
about BatQnRouge for advertising contracts for such a publication 
and, of course, there are s me nice potential accounts in that 
area, including Ethyl, Standard Oil and.so op.. The activities of i 
two gala recall to mind the married name of the Madam s maid, Orelio 
who is now Mrs. Ivy Lively, or, if one prefers, Poisolt ±vey lively. 

And 8 peaking of ivy, I have been planting some of same around 
Celeste 's deprtment was e she has some old stumps and 
things she thinks would be less of an eye-sore if blanketed with 
ivy. We have been discussing gardening at a great rate of 
late, what with the evidences of our respective efforts in 
the bulb field having recently come into focus. *>he got some i 

bulbs from the garden club lp,t fall, single and double d a ffodills a 
such like. I may have mentioned having planted some in the column 
* bout fifay B. Well , anyhooo 00, the lady is currently puzzled 
because of the difference in this Rpnng s flowering, for while 
hers are blooming convincingly enough, the flowers appear to 
be on very short stems, distressing the lady, while my 
efforts h ve resulted in growth to normal stem lengthy which 
seem to be more sought after by flower arrangers. It s just 
„nother case of somebody wanting ^some thing to be so perfect and 
not getting it while another person, quite indifferent to he 
results, gets a better- stand. Were she to plant gourds and get 
a crop this year ai d I were to get none, I would know just how she J 
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Friday, March 88th, 1958. 



Memorandum : 

Another lovely Spring day, sunny but still 
cool, —sort of mid 60, with vegetation paying 
no attention to anything but the calendar and the sun 
a nd putting forth the lovlie3t tender greens 
im^gineable. 

Yesterday arrived the recuperation gift 
I had ordered for * . H. arrived. "Better 
late than never", I suppose, but I couldn't 
help smiling in my beard at my failure to get a 
delivery since the thing had been ordered a week before 
he went to the hospital and which I had counted on 
a s forwarding to him during his hospitalization. But 
perhaps he had all the diversion he could take while 
in the Orescent City and now.that he should be spending 
more evenings at home, perhaps he will enjoy reading 
3 s much now as he would have during the middle of the month. 
His mama had so often spoken of his ability to learn whole 
pages of Longfellow as a youth, Longfellow having 
been his favorite poet, and so it seemed to me 
quite logical that a biography of this man whose 
poems he had known so well but about whose life he 
h a d known little or nothing might be in order. 

It chanced that he was leaving the store for home 
yesterday 03 1 was leaving fhe 3 tore, having just picked 
up my mail and so I slipped the package under his . rm. He 
seemed pleased to have been remembered but at coffee 
this morning, Celeste, unsuccessfully trying to be 
nice, went to considerable length admonishing 
me about my extravagance in thus having spent money for 
a biography which her hsbuand seemed to be enjoying last 
night before folding up his beard. That Democracy 
works at all strikes me as miracukus, what with all 
the juxtapositional views everybody seems to have on every 
sort of subject, —including recuperation gifts . I ? 
seems to me I can almost hear someone say: "it isn t 
the co3t.but the thought that really matters and stnee 
tbaietshtButhoaMtsdyeVhSbieePtne i*oj*9t VafUSiion". 








cate 
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I think I may have mentioned a day or two back 
that Mrw\n is laying her daily egg, now that 
Spring has arrived. I reckon it will be a 
month or so before she contemplates parking on the 
current products of her daily endeavor, a decision 
when finally reached which will be signified by 
the pulling out of breast feathers as upholstery 
for the nest. In the mean time, I leave one egg 
in the basse-cour to lend encouragement, allowing 
one "Or another of the negro friends passing this way 
to "pick" one egg each morning, keeping them 
altogether until Erwiu makes up her mind to set. 

Uost places I have known, in ay way concerned with 
eggs, one has spoken of "gathering" e^gs but ut 
Melrose one never "gathers" them,but simply "picks". 

Thelma Kyser telephoned me today for some historical 
point. I marvel at her endless activities, all of 
which seh seems to carry off with gusto, although 
I should think that all the entertaining she has to do 
as wife of the President of the college, would 
tend to be sufficient exercise for most people. I 
laughed in my beard when she spoke of how sleepy she ms last 
night when, following dinner for several professors 
n nd politicians, she found herself wishing they would 
be gone but knowing perfectly well that before the 
gathering broke up, Dr. — whatever, -—the man 
who was with Facts Forum at one Time, "simply has to get 
around to Communists" no matter whav t/»c occasion, 
educational, social or whatever, j must 
remember to pass that phrase along to Mr. Beckerman who 
will get as big a kick out of it as I did. 

The cook came to me this fternoon to speck of 
the visitor I saw with her this morning. The 
wife of Mitchell, the axe, and a one time Melrose cook, 
came to Dowreatha, asking her if she would help her, ex¬ 
plaining she needed some new sheets and pillow cases and 
n sking Dowreatha if she ..would mind going up stair 
in the bighouse and getting her some to ..take home with her.. 

It would appear tt*at the lady isn t content with all that 
huet husband lifts and so would hSve the cook lend 
a hand, to q. One wonders just howstupid 
people qan be. 

erase \jboeS\psua Lcttoifcie&oet>*i7 

The waxing moon is so -lovely tonight and the 
white garden so peaceful. Already it seems as though 
the natal day week end is under way , and I'm hoping 

a m °/ ...... 


p. s. 

Contrary ot custom, 1 should like to add a 
post script to tonight's memo. 

It might be entitled : "Belated Spring, 1956", 
or some such. 

It was 16 minutes before 11 as I finished our little 
chat, for I glanced at the clock as I arose from 
my desk. And at just that minute came a tap at 
my window. In responding, I discovered one of my 
good friends, a plantation tractor driver whom ± 
have known for nearly two decades. He said "2/iss Tee-Bay 
done sont me to tell you she's alright". 

I said f- didn't know there had been anything wrong and 
inquired particulars. He said he had been spending the 
evening at the honkey-tonk at the end of the bridge 
across the river and had headed toward home on foot, — 
he lives beyond the garden, a door or two from the over¬ 
seer's, but as he approached the juncture of the 
Bermuda Road and the Melrose-Montrose highway, hard by 
the Melrose gin, he noticed a car, stuck in the soft 
dirt, placed at the intersection by the builders of the 
new road. He approached The car and discovered a man 
and a lady, and the man mas unable to extricate the car 
from the soft dirt. It was evident that both 
the gent and the lady were a little under the weather. He 
got into the car behind the wheel, along side the occupants and 
got the car, which was headed more or les8 in the direction 
of the bridge, and asked them where they wanted to 
be driven. The lady say it ujus better to take them back 
home, ighich was done. D ut on their arrival, they 
couldn t negotiate the front gate and the steps 
up on to the gallery and he accordingly g n ve them 
a n arm. The lady was wearing a tignon, a pretty 
white nightgown with little blue flowers all over it and 
some bedroom slippers. I'he man was fully clothed. The 
2 a dy, of course, was the artist, her slightly stewed escort, 
Joseph enjamin Metoyer. 

They invited the youth in and offered him a drink which 
he declined. he house seemed bringht and gay and 
the new TV was playing as they entered. x he artist 
excused herself for a moment and returned, bri)iging 
one dollar and ten cents which she presented to their 
rescuer, as Joseph Benjamin Metoyer withdrew into 
a nother room. 

Many times a great grandmother, little Miss Hunter 
i3 bound to have been feeling the surge of Spring 
a nd the resurgence of Romance . 

Where she and her boy friend could have been "studying 
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Sunday, March 30th, 1958 


a bout going at that time of night and so scantily 

clad is anybody's guess, One cannot 

help smiling ait the ribbing the artist would have 

never .lived down, had she and her boy friend fallen 

asleep where their car had bogged down and had 

still been resting their eyes when, about dawn tomorrow 

morning, J, 8. had seen them as he moved acorss his front lawn 

from the house to the store, 

It seems to me I have heard at one time or another 
of a young lady, scantily attired, out for a whix 
in an automobile that played out but I 
think this \s the only time I .ever heard of sucfr a 
thing in theCane^iver country with the heroine of 
the romance being a great grandmother, to boot, shall 
we say, t 

. ■ 

And so I walked out into the garden, 
drenched in ..moonlight and through the dark shadow 
of the bamboo hedge, A car stood t tn front of the 
n rtist'3 house and the sounds of a TV could be 
heard as though tuned up to wake the dead, 

. t mi -.U ... i v 

Verily Spring of 1958 has arrived in the Cane*" iver country 


Memorandum: 


Here it is, the nicest day of the whole year and, in 
view of the day which it is in the annals of little l(i3S Lee, 

I hold the thought that the day may be equally lovely in ^yme, 

I got a telephone response last evening to a question I thought 
pat as it applied to the post script in my memo of 
of Friday and the frolic of a nocturnal char n cter that 
had transpired so unexpectedly in the big road hard by. 

Along about supper time on Saturday, my telephone rang 
and the artist's granddaughter inquired if i had any 
secretarial work for her to attend to, 1 asked her how she 
was feeling and she said she was feeling alright, I asked her 
how her mama and those little chickens I had seen for her at 
the post office that morning were doing and she said they 
were doing alright, And then.I asked her how her 
grandma was doing and she said she was slap back from 
confession. And I thought grandma must be fbuund to be 
feelin 1 better, t i 


other girl friend. She reported her grandson, Richard, — 

Horace Rand s son, had been in the hospital for a couple of 

weeks, having had a most serious eye operation, following 

a tilt with a barren branch of a hedge when he got off the school 

bus. It appears the eye will be saved, Blythe said further 

that she and Joe Evans and B, Randolph Keupler, with her 

one day when little Miss Lee was entertained at her camp, were 

all three going to the Iris Society meeting at Lafayette on 

April 22. She said the three of them had accepted an 

invitation from the Leutcher- Stariks to journey on from Lafayette, 
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Monday, a arch 3 1st, 1956, 


following the Society pow-wow to be guests of theLeutcher-Starks 
ill Grange for three days. That should be a pleasant outing for 
ladies thus interested in horticulture, for Spring should be 
at its peak of perfection in that section by the 11th, 

Saturday's post brought Tales of the Mississippi 
by Warren Ogden and a couple of other.guys, as published by 
Hastings House, Tt has a flock of illustrat ions which 
look mighty interesting, I am sorry I haven t had an opportunity 
to explore the text. Gladly would I send it along to Lyme 
but for the inscription which might make the whole item 
a little cum ersome. I found it quite gay, as penned in the 
Editor s hand: 

"If Father Mississippi were to present a book to 
Father Cane ..River, he migtyt inscribe on its front page : 

To Francois from Warren, March, 1958," 

I acknowledged the gift forthwith and told him I felt it 
appropriate to borrow a phrase from an old plantation mistress: 


"Ain t you c sight," 

At coffee on Saturday morning, Father Vroble appeared, 

W r.n\ D nn a + n r no ^ 1/n m l n ^ in h i n h m / 


When 


Madam Regard came in, he greeted her as "Mamita", which may explain 
the signature on the last letter to me from that lady, 

I fear, after beginning the note, her thoughts must have switched 
from me ,to my rival, thus accounting for the heretofore 
unknown signature. The other clerical item relateds to 
Mass at St. Augustin this morning when Father Callahan fell out 
in a heart attack and was rushed off by ambulance to an Alexandria 
hospital, 
x 

So runs the week end, with today s weather the 
lovliest of. the year, I am so happy that this is so and 
I'm bubbling over with the hopes that there has been nothing 
but sunshine radiating both from the sun and from the 
heart of little Miss flee, o?i her natal day,, . 


Memorandum: jo o a o 

Our fine weathe-r continues but still a little cool, 

’ ' * * ’ - v - ' 

Oh the theory of "the better the day, the better 
the deed", I thought it would be an excellent 
idea to put in a few hills of gourd seeds on little 
Miss., tee s natal day, to be followed by a ge _eral planting 
on tlte following day, a third planting this week end and 
a nd fourth and final go-round right after Easter, 

Uo -j>'o ojsu t ini . . v . o»;o 5J. m a . o 

It must have' been during the recent war that Congress enacted 
legislation concerning the military, generally referred to 
as "The G, I, Bill of *igh$s". As G. I; also stands 
for Grand Isle , we might use thus initials, G, I,, shoui 
we Tver have~~occa.sioik to refer in correspondence to the matter 
I am about to relate because sometimes I employ a descendant 
of Grandpere as secretary and the doings at Grand Isle might 
just os well be withheld from the knolwege of local people 
until it bursts, as it may ror may not, in the press, 

( ll;t 0 <•/'. [y.. s :4 8 

Sometime back 1 believe, A mentioned I had been 
sought out by authorities who were trying to 
determine whe ther L, Innocent Metoyer w as white or 
colored, as all , records of briths were destroyed by 
Father Regis at the time he begot innocent, and 
a s no Parish civil records were kept at the time, I seemed 
to be rtibout the only white person around who might throw some 
light on the matter, I placed no tools for torture in 
their hands believing as it do in a policy 
of "live and let live", 

O' !;998 bo»\ OliD AJ1.0 vAo» V. 0: "I SiV. rt BSUJOl'i .«j \09 : . 

Bu I have now been approached a second time for 
it seems at. executive of the Humbolt Oil Company, 
an affiliate of S andard Oil, I believe, having its home 
office, --Humbolt, - pomewhere in the Houston area, 
is pushing the suit for annulment, probably of hi t s 
son, not himself,,although on that pointy it isn t 
, dear, at the momentthis second effort based not 
on the paternal side of Innocent's daughter but 
on her mother's side, the mother having been a Grand -isle 
child, I immediately took the position that if 
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Tuesday , April 1st, 1958 


Memorandum 


Our lovely weather continues and although 
the thermometer didn't get much above 70, all the leaves 
on the Chinese magnolias unfolded under the rays of a warming 
sun and the Japanese plums opened their white blossoms 
as between sunrise and high noon. 


Romance was in the air, too, and betcause 
it is April Fool's Day, one fool seemed successful 
in fooling uother fool but no one seemed quite 
sure which fool fooled the other, or if both were 
successful in the game. 

Fool Ho. 1 is Moonie whose performances I may 
h a ve mentioned before, possibly ax the time she 
left her few week's old baby on a Saturday night 
with the bachelor, Buhbuh Cohen while she flewout 
to the honkey-tonk and never,did show up until 

the following night, --Mr. Cohn holding the baby without 
diapers or bottle. 

Fool Mo. 2 is Jack Marcel who has figured in the 
Cane^iver column as being possessed of an automobile, the 
maintainance of which cysts him nothing since he uses it 
as a garden piece. 

Early this morning, they convinced each other they were 
in love with each other and should really get married this 
coming Sunday. On the strength of that. Jack Marcel went 
to town and brought b a ck a new beauty-rest mattress, 
some sheets and pillow cases. Moonie cast a bout 
to find a couple of ladies to help her go and hoe out 
Jdck's'cabin uhich prob r .bly hasn't had a going over 
in 10 years or so. She didn t succeed in getting 
ay as3istance and even showed signs of wavering 
bout the Sabbath a nupitals when somebody told her 
that Sun' ay would be Easter and that there were to.be.two 
honkey-tonss in the neighb hood holding dances on that day.. 


Thelma Kyser telephoned this a fternoon to say 3 he and John had 
been in Mew rleans over the week end and had seen the Schaeffers and 
loveed their place in Toulouse. The enclosed note from Inez 
had already'acquai nted me with the Kyser visit. Thelma Ji 
said John had some, pictures, taken here a couple of weeks bactf 
and she. would try to bring them down. - 

. .y,\ ’ A. . *•*'’" ‘ ■* “ 1 ' 1 ’ ** 0 ’ ‘ c * * 

So runs the day and so shine the seed-time moon, unusually 
lovely tonight on the shimmering white, ribbon grass........ 
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Jack, in the meat time, had explained to somebody 
that as he ipas an active member of the baptist Church, 
he would have to see to it thaihis wife no longer 
frequented the dance halls and must give up her custom 
of begetting a new baby by every passing soldier which, were he 
successful, would be as miraculous as though I succeeded 
in persuading Emmet-, andErwin never to glance in the direction 
of a puddle of water , and so thinks looked alittle uncertain 
around noon, &ut by mid afternoon, the new lovers, the prospectiv- 
groom 35 years the senior of the perspective bride, were 
walking up tojxird the bridge ,• arm in arm, and both obviously 
dreaming about Easter, one with a church angle, the other a honkey- 
Last night there wass a big m oon and snebody had caught 
some fish and so a fish fry in., honor of the bride was arranged 
for tonight at the home of aude and Fugabou and 


if anybody should ask me, which isn t likely 
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Wednesday, April Snd, 1958 


Memorandum : 


Qur fine Spring weather continues a 
dab on the cloudy side but withal wqrm and encouraging for 
things growing and for pilgrims, 

In the latter bracket, five cars, brimming over with 
women blew in unexpectedly, in o way, fromShreve port. 

This was the bevy of bags about which Beth Beaufort 
had asked me about receiving when she was down here 
a couple of weeks back. At the time, 1 had told 
her that I would receive them under no circumstances 
but, even there were a chqnce, I most certainly 
not do so on a Wednesday, which is allnost 
always cluttered up with the worst people. But 
sensing that she would probably try to crash the gate 
a nyway, I gave explicit instructions at the store 
that I would rec-eive nobody. And so, as I learned 
n t supper, the ladies all blew in about 2 :30 re¬ 
gardless and were told what was what. One of them 
a sked if'She might speak to me on the ’phone but 
she didn't get anywhere with that either, as I 
was lost somewhere or other in the bushes, —and that 
was that. 


There seem to be two classes of people who inquire 
for the favor of a pilgrimage, *he first tells 
you in adv a nce that a favor it to be asked and 
that it will be perfectly alright if it cannot be granted 
then never forgive you for 3aying No, 

The * second group is the Beth Cloutier variety that 
asks, is denied and then• pays no attention and 
attempts to c rash- through regardless, 

. ■; iJ- t 

At the moment, Beth seems to be occupying both 
categories, 
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Thai frs to today's warmth, the dogwoods 
"untied their bonnets", doing me a great favor therebye. 

I don t like to let Cane Hiver Memo go too late before 
knocking off something or other for the out-going 
Saturday post for the following week s edition, and 
it was tthe dogwood blossoms that provided me with 
a subject for next week's piece. 1 guess it 
wasn t much but, even so, it suited me more than 
getting bogged down with a flock of Shreveport biddies. 

... - \ _ , 

The ~pril Fooling of which 1 spoke in last night s 
memo began petering out after last night s fish fry, it 
is said, that with two dances on Saturday night for the 
prospective bride and an faster service for the prospective 
groom, it was decided to postpone the nuptials 
'until a week from tomorrow. If I am any judge 
of local signs, this means that the wedding will 
never take place, a fact which f suspect the prospective 
bride already realises but one which will 
probably not dawn on the prospective groom until k 
n bout a week from next hursday. Four of the prospectipe 
bridg's children are being raised by a sister in Alexandria 
a nd he fifth child, the one of so many adventures on 
Saturday nights of late, has been given away to some lady 
on Little Hiver who much wants a baby. With no 
children to encumber her, why on earth should the 
prospective bride bother a bout getting herself bogged down 
with a husband. Surely it must be a headache for 
workers in the Welfare Office to handle such problems 
for, in spite of all the rules laid down in Washington, 
no beaucrat 'could possibly study up the 
possibilities that Cane n iver ex-virgins can think up to 
circumvent District of Uolumbiaoutlines • 

John Henry arrived at the supper hour or a little after 
on what appears to be a» early beginning of the Easter week end , 
I hold the thought that he may represent the family 
throughout this period so that the others may not 
feel it imperative that they all n ake a round. 

John Wenk serves his uncle, . *. as chauffeur and 
they are probably, r ight now at the y • H. "illiams camp 
where an oyszer supper is on the docket. 

The carpenters finished roofing little. Hiss Albert a 's 
former place of operations and so do I finish this exceedingly 
dull memo. . 


Thursday, April 3 rd, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to encounter a 
to learn something bout it 
naturally, I was even more i 
message indicating that the 
a measure of pleasure c 6out 
uncertain n bout atmospheric 
what with the radio talking 
from Virginia to Mew England 
places a^ong the route. 


colesium in today's post and 
and its appearance but, 
nterested in the personal 
natal day week end h^d 
it. I have been a little 
conditions in Lyme of late, 
much ai out adverse conditions 
: but not being specific about 


I have a feeling that little Miss Lee will be 
„3 impressed as I at the coincidence of the tenor of 
the message covered by the enclosure. Somehow it seemed 
to parallel so neatly the subject on which she and Les an 
h a d recently exchanged views that I was struck by the 
fact that the same subject, surely not one croping up 
frequently in any correspondence, should h a ve p been penned 
so shortly after that which had so recently transpired from 
other points of the compas. M a ke whatever notes 
you m ^V care relative to this enclosure but I should 
be very appreciative if you would destroy the original immediately 
afterward. shall acknowledge receipt of the message 
in tonight'8 mail, indicating that a mple facilities 
for carrying out the idea can very easily be taken care of in the 
older town mentioned So far as the legal paper referred, to in 
the communication, it would seem that it would hr-ve little value 
from a legal point of view since there are relations, apparantly 
not mentioned, closer than those of friendship. But there 
is every prob n bility that the person drawing up the document will 
survived the one named in the paper and sothat represents one 
bridge that doesn t h a ve to be crossed. And thanks 

for destroying the original communication regarding the matter forthi 

It came to me as no great supprise today when it was 
obvious that Spring had finished almost 
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Thursd ay, April 4th, 1958. 


iUOJ 

»*to 


before getting well under way. By 7 o'clock this morning, 

it was pure summer and remained so all day. And tonight 

I write with all doors and windows open a nd, thanks to the full moc 

the white garden is perfectly lovely from where I sit. I 

think I shall arrange a little private musicals later 

tonight on the gallery to enjoy the b lmy air and the lovliness 

of the night before folding up my beard. 

After listening to E . Hoscoe tonight on the heels of Morgan 
beatty, nd tearing their divergent slants on the turmoil 
in Cuba, I couldn't help wonder ng at the differences 
and asking myself if UBC h c d some a xe to grind in giving 
such G dolefulaccount of the de Castro faction and 
such a glowing account of thebatista firm grip on things. 

UBC reported rumor and only rumor had it that there had been 
runs on the Hc.vana banks today by frightened depositors. 

In view of the flat declaration that such reports were false, 
it sounded surprising enough, in the following pro ram 
to hear l(r. Uurrow say that there had been runs on the banks 
in Havana to ay a'.'d disquietude gripped the island. 

"Hand writing on the wall" was the eatty editorial 
statement concerning the impending failure of the 
opponents of Batista and I suppose this may well be true, 
but somehow I got the impression that UBC was, among 
otl* things, voicing .c. pert’ietio'. i * h yped iaa» >r ticv.lv sorii 
be ' i:ne . when I :■ l 1 v» n t 

i iprsssion that tJBC inclined in the support of aims of 
big business, it has seemed so easy to f.ind it forever 
beating the same drum for the sape segemnt of society 
and l reckon I could be as wrong in that assumption as 
either one or the other of tonight's reports are g bound 
to have been, aming opposite statements, as they did. 

K i itu cue i o 

. a profound silence continues to. obtain on the 
Pirates Alley—Old Bonita front s »d I h a ve no more 
idea that you a 8 to where that lady may be hiding. Perhaps 
she is busy, somewhere doing a chapter on the joint 
project in which she is engaged jointly with Farley, 'ih t could bt 
but my guess is that neither of them are concentrating 
on that line of ende c vor although u. lean simply on c hunch end 
no shred of evidence to support the theory except the somewhat 


Memorandum : 

Full summer continues and the moon was as big andorange os 
a tremendously inflated and tinted washtub as it rose tonight above 
the Red a iver swamps. 

» J » 

It seems to me the world hasn t become quite adjusted 
to the switch from winter to summ P so abruptly although 
it may be the Easter weekencf festivities has undone people's 
perrukes so that today hasn t seemed like any particular day of 
the week and although Erwin came through with her morning egg, 
even the bassecour was a little off center. I truned the ducks out 
of their pen that they might frolic in the morning dew and even 
guided them .into the White Garden but before I could get inside again 
they were back on the brick pavement of the front gallery. I 
incarcerated them forthwith but relented a couple of hours 
later, ushering them into the iris garden but they seemed 
in no mood for that place either. Surely it can t be. the 
charm of my society that impells them to return to the gallery instead 
of fattening themselves on tender graps, juicey bugs and beckoning 
water courses. And so back they went into their pen. '*his afternoon 
I turned them loose again and back they came to the gallery and back 
they went to their pen. That was how &ood Friday was 
like at this bend of the river. 

. i . 1 »v\ o«*~ .. ■ . v. i - • 

The holiday, too, was like all Louisiana holidays, —operative 
in some sections, not in others. All State agencies closed their 
offices and so did the banks but the stores were all open. 

The Catholic mulatto segment of the river didn't work but the 
negro section did. I suppose I knocked t off a dozen letters 
last night and dated them the 4th and then felt silly today when 
I knocked off some more and gave them the same date. Perhaps Fmmet, 
Erwin and I are all suffering from Spring fever and haven t sense enough 
to realise ,it. 

I am glad the mails ran on schedule and I was glad to hear from 
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Bob, after all these months. I can t figure out just what is what 

in his case, —his divorce, his sesssion at mental theraupy 

and so on. But I shall write him an affectionate letter for I 

fjn very fond of. him, even as I am of Patty. I my last letter 

to Patty, perhaps a couple of weeks bach, x asked if she knew if Bob 

might be living in .'Jew rjeans. I had a card from her today, an 

Easter card, but she didn t mention the matter. I should 

imagine it would take a heap of mental labor on mental doctors to fill 

up a void in my heart if j wilfully denied myself the duties 

I owed my own child during her tender years. 

1 heard a symposium on Father Calahan's physical upset 
as expressed over the coffee cups this morning. He seems that he 
is alright except that he is 80 and doesn't take enough 
Vacations and those he does should be of greater duration. He 
ha8n t had an extended vacation in several months, perhaps 6 or 7, 
when-he vacationed in *isconsin for a period of 8 or 10 weeks and that, 
it 3eems, is no vaoqtion It is true that he gets to Europe occasionally 
but that really isn t a vacation which, among other things pre¬ 
supposes games, dancing and such like. Every body, in fine, displays 
mere good sense by taking frequent and prolonged vacations. 

Something tells me nebular plans were seeking justification for 
someone other than Father Calahan in all that chatter. 

I sent Warren some seed that he might raise some gourds. I 
thought his reply quite gay. I'm glad he is week ending in St. 

Franc isvi'lle, 1 shall write him that x am advising Mrs. sterling 
so, if he cares to, he Can get some first hand instruction on 
local doings in that quarter. 

. i. 3 r.-y .lifts, , my 

Peter came to see me tonight. He was a little on the intoxicated 
side. He has in mind killing his sister, Hconie, if she disgraces her 
mama, dead since 1939, by marrying Jack. Something tells me oack '3 
mama will feel scarcely more honored by her son's marriage. I 
expressed the thought that Victoria's glory had been tarnished enough 
by Hoonie's per ormances without Log and Peter adding 
more to the disfigurement. he Dark Duke isn't going to 
speak to his sister if she married Jack. It is interesting that 
the Dark v uke, like Hoonie, has five children and, even as in Bob's 
case, neither of them, even as Bob, is present to do anything about 
raising their offspring although, in SJoonie'q case, the children 
are lucky. Come to think of it, x still don t know why they 
call the day on which Christ was crucified good ■ r riday. 

• 

Ihere must fce a partv for tomorrow, probrbly for Dr. and Mrs. Ambrose 
Hertsog, up from ■*uro at Magnolia for the week end. There was a wail 
for flowers for tomorrow s dawning and much activity was going on this 
afternoon, the grapevine reporting that eggs were being colored at a great r< 
So ruys good fridau, —running somewhat in circles, it would seem. If only 

iiitnr« Vi e r,m t0 n t n 7 10 ° mn V vacations and am spared too many 
+hn» t0rS f rom !J % m Orleans so I can save Erwin's eggs for her rather 
than me, for coloring or discoloring . e 


pr, 


Sunday, April 6th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

Holy Saturday and Easter Day have been the lovliest of the 
year. I regret to learn from the radio that weather everywhere 
else in the nation seems to have been pretty miserale and that 
London and Paris, weather wise, were just one great big misers. 

I suppose it was damp and driasly in Lyme, too. I hope there wa3 a 
measure of sunshine inside, however. 

u\%' jy ' 

I heard so much on the radio that interested me today. There 
was in Information to b earning program, for instance, 
discussing a write whose work neverinterested me but, as 
it chanced, they were talking a bout the only author whose 
works I have heard discussed on the program whom I have 
known personally, a'ames Joyce. I used to encounter him in 
hi3 armchair in Sylvia Beech's book shop within the shadow of the 
Odeon and never found either Joyce or Beech particularly 
entrancing as personalities. L don't know enough 
a bout Joyce's works to express a opinion for, although x 
h n ve tried getting intere ted in ijhem, T never could get anywbwere, 
a nd so, having decided they weren t my type of literary fare, 

I never p rsued them very far. 

% • 

I heard something else on the radio that interested me 
and am curious to learn if we shall hear more. Perhaps you heard 
the same news report or noticed it in the newspapers. Some 
Scientific laboratory, perhaps in California, has een working 
on a cancer study, using rats in their tests. Rats with cancer 
were kept in one ca$e, those without in cti other. The laboratory 
was moved into an air conditioned building and, for some reason as 
yet not even g essed, the rats, heretofore quite free from the malady, 
all began showing signs of having acquired it. The first 
guess is tltat the cause may have been from a virus which would indeed se 
strange 

Except for a card from Dr. Miller, my Sat rday post was barren. 
j. had u te a few telephone calls over the weeh end, however, in¬ 
cluding one from I. ompery a c Willard, who said she had just heard 
from Kay who spoke of ‘'awes working on a book and Carolyn and 
Farley on another. K a y's letter didn't indicate if Carolyn is in 
Hew Orleans at the moment but I assume she isWitli books and movies in th 
m a king, no wonder 3he finds no time for letters. What a 
wh irlygig her, existence appears to be. 
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Pat.and Juanita came.down for dinner and John Henry 
filled out the family circle. The food was delicious 
a nd everyone in a gay frame of mind. After dinner, *at and 1 sat 
on thefront gallery while ihe ladies remained inside to 
scramble conversation with T. v. Pat remarked that he felt 


and cha 


Monday, April -7th, 1958, 


scramble conversation with I. v. Pat remarked that he felt 
J. H. had moved from maturity to old age in appearance during 
the past coule of years. Surely, since his operation, his 
reduced speed suggests the sedateness of greater matruity. 

At dinner,Celeste had much to ell about her trip to Hodges Gardens, 
the beauty of the various types of flowers, the chats she had had 

with dr. Hodges and several of his gardeners . interruption . 

siseir mi-, s 51 ! _»“ss- r - i 

Well, that was Celeste telephoning to say she had forgotten to menti 
that while at Hodges, just before leaving, she had seen—of 
all people, —Carolyn and her flew Orleans photographer. She had 
been filming during the day, was remaining as over night guest 
at the newHodges island home in the gardens, was tck ing 
more shots this morning and then putting the photographer 
on a dew Orleans plane while she, herself, was going to 
Old onita. Making a film, writing a novel, operating 
Old bonita, not to mention special jobs for oil 

concerns, rigging up the forthcoming Magic Circle magaaine, etc., 
etc. It has been a long time since I h~ve tliought of that tiresome 
old tune of the 1950's, —"The music goes 'r und 
jid ' round and comes out here...." 

. .j«. _ ■> • • «: ’3»i . 'i • r. * ~ ■ 

. » *> >1 ft ■ I A A J (1 t .*« %* H * <) i; , ,\ 

% • 

Switching b ck to radio programs, I must say I was 
delighted to listen to Dr. Conant "*'race the Nation". 

His optomism concerning the chance that Eruope might 
eventually unify to the point ofpulling togheter 

militarily instead of keeping up the age old tendency to pull apart, — 

I intended to say to pull together economically, and so obviate the 
need for big guns to squabble over little boundaries, struck me 
as a» opinion I liked to hear and the Lord knows I 
hope it may be. true. It was too much to expect that much 
could be said ibout Amer can education within the limits of the 
h a lf hour I learned little on. that score A consolidation of 
small high sbhools into greater units, while it is bound 
to have advantages, does, nevertheless, strike me as presenting 
the problem of the inidividual student getting lost, as it were, in 
the crowd But perhaps. Dr.C. I*as in mind that tlte larger 
schools may h c ve, somehow or other, have smaller classes which 
strikes me as important.personally t I think much 

about the parallel between t e incompatibility of husband and wife and 
teacher and student, so often eadh unsuited for the personality 
of the other but_I never hqar anyone mention that point in discussing 
educational problems But I m off the track and at the end of the 
Page to boot and withal on a mighty dull key....... 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find, oh this "aster Monday, such a 
gay greeting from little Mis3 Lee and her aviary. 

The decors was so gay in its suggestion of the 
several members of the aforesaid aviary, the message 
so heart-warming, so characteristic of little Miss Lee, 
that it all seems to vibrate with life as a 
talisman of life in itself as it dames sedately 
with each tap on this machine. 

Again, in this morning '3 news, came 
details i bout yesterday's misere in the Lyme 
weather deportment as of Easter and I hold the 
thought that the members of the aviary plus their 
mistress didn t try to brave the taster Parade and 
had made no appointments taking them out of doors 
over such an unseasonable week end. 

Our atmospheric situation cont nues along 
the sunny week end pattern obtaining here, although 
it was a little cooler today, —in the upper 60's, but 
will move into the mid 70's on the morrow, it is said, 
after a low tonight of bout 42. With the young 
gourd shoots just emerging fro the ground, such 
a chilly night will not be encouraging to their growth 
but I reckon they will m^ke it alright just so long 
as a be-lated frost doesn't put in n appearance. 

Of local news, there doesn't seem to be much of 
other than childish behavior on the part of grown-ups, 
what with t/ a n reportedly having the mumps, developing 
while spending the week end with his wife and family in 
Alexandria, John Henry returning to Hhreveport this 
a fternoon and the artist sending word by her grand¬ 
daughter to a?k me if I had any idea if somebody had 
short her dog.. But none of these points strike me as very 
fascinating and, for sheer non-sense, it is more interesting 


6k bi.” 1 
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Tuesday, April 8th, 1958 


listening to the unending gossip about the impending 

wedding on Thursday of ffoonie and Jack, the concensus 

of opinion being that it is doubtful if the wedding really 

ever takes place,but, if it does, the infair ought to be 

a knock out. oack, the prospective groom, invited Charlie 

Turner and Bookie florin to post themselves at the entrance 

to his yard on Thursday night before the infair gets under 

way, instructing them to provide themsleves with revolvers to 

shoot down anyone presenting himself who strikes the as being 

not, bent on jolity. it is assumed the bodies would be simply 

piled up on either side of the gate, thus guaranteeing unalloyed 

joy for those getting inside the place. Dorewatha, the 

cook, advises me that Uoonie had better not put off 

the wedding much after hussday in view of the fact that 

it is obvious she is about to have another baby almost any old 

tine by a ny one of a score of boy friends but not by Jack, in 

order that Jack may have the pleasure of paying for the new 

b a by's bottle and milk which the groom will be expected 

to supply. 'Two d a ys after her last child was born, sired by 

some soldier, t is said, she disappeared for 36 hours, leaving 

the newly born one with Fug„bou's mama, dut if she becomes 

Jack's wife on Thursday, Jack can "catch" the baby, and 

with hi 3 stationary car and truck hard by his c a bin in his yard, 

he c n take the b^be for an imaginery automobile ride while 

its mother insx is off again on a frolic. What 

a Parody on civilisation all these doings present and, I 

must opine, how much more pleasanly are such outrageous doings 

handled when contrasted by themiserable fate of all 

the Uoonies and Jacks, having the misfortune to find themselves 

in less mellow, aboriginal or decadent surroundings. 

In the field of district politics, tomfoolerymanifests 
itself in the scuffele beginning over filling the Congressional 
seat of the lute George Long. Thus far, seven aspirants 
for tlie place have announced their candidacy. At supper 
tonight, J. H. remarked that it tqkes between 40 and 
50 thousand dollars per candidate to make the race. —gambling 
away a third of a million dollars seem3 like a silly venture 


Memorandum 


What a dandy letter from L yne in today's 


Thanks much for all the news and my congratulations 
on the success which Faster may well have been, regardless 
of the weather conditions obtaining on that particular 
day. 

1 liked your account of natal day doings at 
the restaurant. Tz all sounded so gay that 
I could readily imagine nobody being in a mood to 
return to the loom after such a frolic. 


Hatura'lly ± hold the thought that some order 
may be established out of the chaos on which 
the agent will concentrate before touching at home 
base. T suppose such matters may well be attended 
with endless co mplications but perhaps 
some termination of the problem may be in sight 
by this late date, -it will be interesting to 
have a first hand report on the situation as 
it exists in the household of our girl friend and 
all. The speed made by the passing years makes me 
wonder if tlte child by now may not be almost as old as 
was his mozher when she ventured beyond the r m of the 
family piest io see what lay beyond the horizon. 

I'm so delighted little Miss Lee liked the 
greetings, as of a week ago. I so seldom find myself 
in contact with the source of such items that it is 
o wonder, what with other considerations, that I 
ever hit the mark and it is nice to know 
everything was alright • 


And in the bassecour, Erwin is demonstrating no sense, what 
with having laid sufficient eggs for a setting, she goes right 
on laying, manifesting no inclination to do any settin '. Mow I 
must cast about to find t somebody who may possibly have a 
setting hen to do Erwin s work for her, —but 
your aviary is gay withal and the world is alright . 


c 






Frorn t he FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #f1~5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




9187 


9188 


You must h a ve laughed on reading the title, — 
was it of lasv week's column, —Concerning Kara- 
masovs, what.with just having mentioned it in your letter. 

I had intended asking if you liked the picture and if 
you got the impression that it was an American 
picture, as i assume it probably was. 

On the weather front, the current cold wave 
has made gourd planting call for a little reces3 and 
I am entranced at the prospect of a new source 
of supply when Ijhe thermometer goes up again. Oddly 
enough, I haven t been able to get any of the mulatto 
seeds as yet for this year's sowing. I refer to 
the variety that is about half dar and half light in 
coloring and you may or may not h c ve had a sample. 

For some reason i cannot understand, quite a few gourds 
this year never did dry out but have retained their 
full weight a s of gathering time last autumn. 

Some of these have been out of doors, —on the gallery 
with others all winter while others have been in 
the house. They have in no way decayed and haven ft 
changed color but remain as solid as they ever were. This 
eans, * assume, that there seeds continue green 
and of course will be of no service in planting. I 
suppose Dr. oohnCox will be here tomorrow and perhaps 
he will have some notion as to how the uncured 
gourds x can be cured. 

There was an envelope from Blythe today without 
a ny message in it except some gourd seeds which 
I take to be those of the dish rag variety, as she had 
menti ned she was gomg to bring me some before 
she headed out for the Iris pow-wow in ^afayette 
on Friday •nd thence on to the Leutcher-Starks for 
a fetfhtajittter from Debora Abramson, -—Essae 

Mae s "Gray Eminence" suggests, by the approaching dedication 
of the new libriry, that Essa Mae s term may 
be running out shortly, for, as J. 3. said last night 
at supper, it is his understanding, la Culver is to 
withdraw permanently with the inauguration, I loved 
Debora's reference to "your friend, Carolyn", knowing, as I 
do, that Essae Sae and Deboranever did see eye to eye 
t with Carolyn and I cannot imaginetwo sets of people 
more unlike, Carolyn having such a super-abundance of 
imagination, the other two having but none, Carolyn 
too volital, Essae **ae and Debora toobogged down mentally• 

. i 

I m so glad you menti,ned La Grande Mademoiselle, Do 

f *Ml 1 o¥^er d 8i2wm e w1tYl 0 Vilg r JM 

t/ ‘ at 1 * dl l actu ally own the *uilieries and it was from 
her Quatorse got the duchy of Maine to give to his Monte span 


Wednesday, April 9th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

I was delighted with the nice rain we had this morning 
between 5 and 11 which brought us about an inch. We 

are promised more of the same thing at the same time for the morrow and 
we can take it.. We need a little high temperature but even 
ill the Upper 60's, vegetation grows a little although it 
doesn't exactly spurt. 

The day's post wasn't much and I must say the 
letter from °ames is more suggesting than revealing about 
some storm clouds in that direction\ --or so, at least, I take it 
to be. 


Why a trip to Mo He for Kay, Farley and James should be 
a god-send, I c n't im . ine unless things have been out of 
joint of late. But I am no good at guessing 0 bout other people s 
business and I 3imply can't imagine why three people with endless time 
on their hands should feel i mpelled to rush all the way to 
Mobile on one day, p use for a day and then rush all the way back 
in the next. But how other peo,le tr vel has never come within 
my range of unders and ng anyway, and so this is nothing new by 
way of a quandary. 

If, however, I had nothing to do and time without end to do 
it, I cetainly would do my galavanting much more leisurely. 

There was some kind of a pec ne meeting here this fternoon 
but some of those attending got the jump on the gun. ! 'r. Crow, for 
example, from up Powhatan, got here for breakfast between 
6;30 and 7. Dr. JohnCox came for dinner but Dr. Smith and 
pierce oftne Experimental station up Shreveport way, although 
expected, didn't rr ve in t me to break bread. Dr. 

Cox m a de a little round with me after dinner to observe the 
oilve he had sent and to look into the gourd situation. 

He took one look at the new gourd garden and said I had moved so far 

beyond him in the matter of domain that he hoped I would never 

come to try to find his little plot. I g~ve him some Sugar Gourd seeds 

and ue said the qufi tity was sufficient to bury BatonRouge under 

the prob n ble vines. - . 




* 
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As I turned thiapage, Carmen called. She said 
there had been a meeting of the Old House Board at 
theChamber of Commerce thisafternoon at 4 and that 
Thelma A yser was in the chatr and among the dozen or so 
lady members attending, were Celeste, Beth Cloutier, her 
half sister,, "uth Pierson, nee Williams, «wd so on. She 
said Beth had performed most disagreeably and that 
after everybody ejse had tried to calm her down a little, even 
Ruth P er .on had made a» ttempt but * gat er 
nobody had be*.i particularly successful. Apparantly 
Beth, entranced by her visit to Hatchet last month, 
is doing everything she can to down-grade a Uatohitoches 
Pilgrimage . I have no doubt she begins by saying 
that in the first , lace, Cane River, for size, c nnot be 
compared with the Mississippi and follows through 
on sums such tack, one thing possessed in common by 
so many people with disordered minds of her type seems to 
be a determination to alienate everybody's sympathy and 
in this la Beaufort appears to be wonderrfully successful. 

I li3teded to "The Last W rd" just nignt. F y Emerson 
was guest, one question uad to oc about the old jingle• 

"Mother, may I go out to swim," 

"Yes, my darling daughter, 

H a ng yoyr clothes on a hickoery limb 
And don t go new the water." 

. When ashed why she thought the writer had used the word 
hickory, Miss Emerson surprised me by saying because 
it rhymed, —but with what, she didnt say. 

It seems the hietkory tree likes to of grown in high, rocky 
places, far from water and the lowest branches are always very high 
up on the trunk o the tree. I guess there is much more that could 
be done by way of specu ation other than the rhyme business. 


Tlie impending ma r ge ad infair have been postponed from 
Thursday until Saturday beca se of Louisiana law requiring 3 days to 
elapse between license issuing and ceremony.. I saw the 
prospective bride and groom at the store today . Hoonie said 

ich he 



rdai 
ng i 


but if not, 
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t hursday, April 10th, 1958. 


Memorandum :• 

3 v . * - i • . • ■ ■ . ^ ** 

It was so nice to h r ve just concluded reading 
a letter from little Miss Lee and to step out 
on the at gallery with a departing secretary to see the 
marvelous brilliance of a star-studded sky, after 
so many nights of clouds or haze that hid all but 
the major planets. I know not why but telepathy 
seems to work especial ly well when no cloud coverage seems to 
reduce transmission via a st r spangled sky. 

Your Monday message delights me with the picture 
it presents of your week end, so busy on Saturday with 
domestic chores, so doubly busy scampering home in the 
shower on Easter. I can almost see the flow&rs in 
your apartment and that of your neighbor’s, --"a host of 
golden daffodills". I’m glad the bud vases worked alright, too. 


I can well imagine the surprise of the unexpected hospitaliza¬ 
tion of the ex ectant mother. What a pity such 
a thing had to happen at all but prise the Lord 
there are a couple of children in the family to support 
the loss and to help the parents forget. how odd that 
it should hav happened at just the time when a funeral 
was already in the cards for the family suggesting the 
truth of the adage that "it never rains' but it pours". 

.♦iri i'-. 0«_ 


. I a n delighted at the prospect of re eiving 
the flower seeds mentioned. x am particularly fond 
of delphiniums which I haven’t raised in years and shall 
find a mosti genial sport for them at Yucca at the west end 
of th house. I had some phlox some years back hut 
shomehow they got lost in some shuffle or other. They 
re-sow themselves liberally in this area and with this year's 
smart, they will carry on for years and, naturally, * 
sha,l find they mean evermore to me with each succeeding 

sea son. * . 

I was delighted to see Dr. Xnipmeyer this morning and 

.... 


• • 
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1 fear that last line got gummed up a bit, I was 
saying that Dr. Knipmeyer and I were engaged this 
morning in making notes in the tape recorder when 

a tap cane at the door and f of all people, that 

Marshall woman appeared unannounced and unexpected. 

Dr. Knpmeyer thought she looked fine a nd she seemed to 

radiate much energy. She was heading for .'Jew Orleans 

from Old Bonita and had stopped only to say dowdy and, good 

as her word, she was off vjain just r bout 10 mmtes so 

Dr. Knipme er and I could resume' our labors. She 

is apparently going so fast, sh.e is inclined to forget 

what she hasn t communicated, for sue mentioned two or 

three things "s though ± would know'about them, and 

seemed almost pi scaled a en I didn't but had to confess that she 

guessed she hadn r. written, a 1 o minute chat 

cov ring a Ramsey month or so progbaly provides little 

opportunity toglimpse at m ountain peaks, let along a range, 

and off she fjew again, 

I did ant co ku.oa a boit^t—*<^j{oaye8 thi w . Wie 
said the contract for the movie hast Nt been given to 
yone as yet but she thought the opportunity to get 
in o tl tfie 9 roHnd floor by grabbing off the sunrise business 
might be persuasive to Mr. Hodges. She 3aid the 
interior of the new home was a combination of comfort 
r.nd lavishness, of costliness and points of doubtful 
taste. Some interior decorator t recently arrived from 
the Orient, had done a lot with’mosi a cs q nd such like, all 
in a Far Eastern fl r vor which, I can well imagine, doesn't 
seem too harmonious with c home on u island in the lake of 
a Louisiana property h ving nothing suggestive of the 
Orient n bout it. 

She said she and l la Mae Word h^ve an appointment 
with the (JeHeral on Monday in Baton Rouge to talk 
policy concerning The M aQic Circle, I take it they will 
try to land some Ethyl advertising for that venture, 

She g ve me to under stand she, is going a hea d with her plans to 
purchase the 624 Pirates Alley property. Hail and 
farewell. just about wrapped up that session. 

Thinks to clearing skies at noon, my afternoon was 
busy-busy with carpenters, gardeners and so on, 1 accordingly 
was delighted when dusk came one and c secretary appeared to 
give me an opportunity tochat with little Miss Lee as I 
caught my breath. But, i'll confess, I'm sleepy, and 
I shall knock off but a few letters tonight and then fold up 
my beard and call it a day, __ c day the happier because 
of the Monday message ...... 


Friday, April 11th, 195H, 

\ * • 


Memorandum • 

What a jolly surprise awaited me in today's post. 

The Easter Bunny hoPPed out as I endered the 
Post Office and it took me but seconds to touch 
home base and open the neat package which I had 
expected to be an envelope instead of a "colis". 

Oddly enough, ± had forgotten to pause at 
the store long enough to invest in a dab of the weed, 
so that the Chameau jumping out at me as I undid 
the wrappings turned out to be the most timely 
of unexpected items in the Easter Bunny's parcel, 

1 On days when I'm doing a column, 1\ incline to smoke 
more than at other projects and, as my machine was 
writing one line over another,, as I tried my hand 
at doing the column for next week, --one entitled 
"The Widow Ureen", I had to write three pages over and 
the weed was never more appre lated. 

As for the unexpectedsize of the parcel, so was 
I equally delighted with the card and attached clipping, 
a nd I love the message and am preserving the clipping 
for a have ^a feel ng I shall hove use for it on more 
tnan one prcasion, one runs across any reference to 
p'lack Jesuses so infrequently, 3ave in descriptions 
of Russian ikons or some such, and here is something 
contempor ry and altogether perfect for reference on a dozen 
different fronts. 

I enc \ i! ered the most generous assortment 
of tape for the machine next and was delighted again 
at the message, wishing me "happy recordings", 
which they most certainly will provide. Parenthetically, 

I am 30 astonished at the number of time one .may use 
over and over again a single tape when one doesn't 
h ve occasion to preserve some of the recordings made 

on same, which is often the case in mdi y of my doings. 


I 



i 






** * • 
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And then, I found the elegant assortment of seeds and 
was enchanted. Before they had come to hand, having been 
advised, of their approach \n the last letter, had 
envisioned various place wbre I had in mind 
planting them but when a saw what a fine assortment they 
omprised, a decided right then and there that 1 should 
concentrate tnem all at the west end of Yucca where, 
during tne afternoon, I planted 1 j of them. Against 
the b se of the Amboo ^ 0 les recently installed there, 
and cJosest to the house, ± planted the ourd seeds, the 
trellis for hem al eady he ingin order. They will 
be up out of the ground in two or three days, this 
latest collection of seeds a }l d so will get ahead of 
the other seeds. Immediately pi front of them, I 
planted a row of hollyhocks which will probably grow 
5 or 6 mt high, having the gourd f vines as a backdrop. 

In fr nt of hem came a row of delphinium, then a row 

of stock, then a row of larkspur, then the giant 

pinnias. then a row of the smaujer zinnias, and 

thence at last, and closes to the border of giant's beard 

on the upper level of what once had been vhe secret garden, a 

row of mtgnonnette. I recall think it will make 

quite the mo t colorful garden I know and I 

think John Kyser, Carolyn and whatever photographers will 

think so, too^ when, within a month or so, they begin 

recording it in color for possible use in the 

Picayune and I think Warren will be of the s me mind. 

And so, what with the tape recorder working a part 
of the afternoon, soothed by the toba co, and 
the planting of the concen rated garden, had a really 
delightful afternoon, as you may readily imagine. 

The weather remains rather too cool for things 
to do much growing but the seeds- will sprout readily 
because the sun is warming tlte earth, recently 
dampened by an inch of rain along bout Tuesday last past. 

And my jUes9 is that fte the present cool spell, —iv went 

down to ho t 40 lust n ght, get t ng t!n 07I j nto 

the 60's today, things will stall along until 

early in the week when undoubtedly the sun will really get 

turned on and the seeds, already sprouted, will begin 

climbing with remarkable speed and gust. As 

suggested in your note, you may be quite sure you may 

expect plenty of reports on the flowers resulting 

from this grand assortment arriving from your true hand today. 

I hold the thought that yours may be a week end that is everso plei 


Sunday, *pri'l 15th, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

JThe week, end turned out alright in spite of the fact 
that Sister and her two youngest offspring were here. Her 
good behavior for once on such a visit, plus one incredible 
statement, g a ve me quite a turn to the point at dinner 
today I almost disgraced myself laughing. 

I don t recall how much I have jotted down concerning 
the sole sQbject of interest during the past week among people 
from Hate itoches to Alexandria, to wit- Would or would, not 
floonie Baptiste marry Jack Marcel. EEerybody took it for granted 
that at the last minute, floonie would, fail to appear for 
the nuptials and there was constantly the uestion as to whether 
Jack would be smart enough to be done witty her before the 
fatal hour arrived. ... 

On Thursday night and Friday, things seemed .to be indicating 
a bust up. floonie t had gone to Hack in mock terror, 
saying if she didn t have 82 dollars then and there, Jenny 
Balthazar Kirland who operates a store up the road would 
h ve her slapped in jail for non-payment of dress goods 
she had purchased from her. Jack had already bought 
her a blue dress, a pink dress and a white dress and no end 
of fripperies. But although he doub ed the truth of the 
prospective wife's statement, he shelled out the 88 bucks and 
up the road as far as Fugabou's nd Maude's hors e she 
went, after pausing at the store to put most of the money 
in frozen chicken backs for a huge gumbo and thence across the 
r ver and hack for the balance of the money in wine. 

In the afternoon, Jack, smelling a rat, visited Maude's 
house and found Maude <+nd floonie gorged with chicken back gumbo 
and drunk with wine, both asleep on the floor. Obviously 
Jack was provoked and what would happen after that was anybody's 
guess and everybody was guessing. 

On Friday, however, Zelma a nd several other ludies went 
to Jack's house, hung up "pretty" white curtains with 
big red flowerw in the print and a bedspread of the same 
material and Saturday, ttoonie, tq everyone amazement, never 
drank a drop. At 4 she had flina s daughter cure1 her hair 




From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #H~5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




9195 




9196 


a »d at 7 o'clock she appeared at Sack s house, scarcely recognizing 
him whom she then saw forthe first time in anything other 
than the same old blue denim overalls which never had been 
washed from one year's end to the next, tie was wearing a 
bl n ck suit, —"funeral suit", as he explained, shiney shoes, 
white shirt and bl c ck bow tie, spiffy, withal at his 67 or so odd 
iears The bride was wearing blue. And the ceremony went off with 
only the best man being spite drunk but held up by the groom, 
and the in fare took place with ample wine. From tl t e Marcel 
cabin they went to the honkey-tonk but Noonie didn t take a drop, 

„ncl until 11 they visited at Ze'lma and puny's house. The 
actual ceremony had been achieved and Canekiver could relax. 

On the Melrose front, Sister blew in with her daughter 
on Saturday morning, announcing she would stay until breakfast 
on Sunday morning. But, of course, she dwadd'led until 
dinner time today and, as usual, we dined across the Jence. 

She was on Iter good behavior and Celeste bent over backwards to 
be agree ^ hi e . " that t set me off into ga les of 
laughter was lister s remak when being served dessert : 

"Veil, yo all know me,"—trying to ill s rv. e sune 
point in her visit to Bill Spratliug s place on 
her recent Mexican jaunt, "....I never want to cause anybody 
a ny trobuikble, causeany inconvenience, I mean have anybody waiting 

on me . " the very things she loves most to do on d has 

r'l'l her life I couldn't stop giggling and made out that 
‘ funny story had just come to mind 1 wanted to tell everyone 
as soon.is we had finished with Mexico dL though I did want to 
ash about a point or two concerning it before we got off the track,- 
knowing all the lime, of course, that we never would. 

Last night, according to Saturday night custom, I did 
some reading and tho jht it high time J rm through Pygmalion 
in the G. Bernard Shaw version once more. here was an 
interesting note at the end of the piece concerning its 
first presentations. It seems rather remarkable that the 
first time it was ever presented in a theatre was along 
bout 1915 in German in Berlin. And its first appearance 
in New ork was about April, 1914, a:ui, surprisingly enough, 
also in German. I cannot recall anyother play so popular 
s py ma'lion by such a popular author as G. B • S. having had 
its world premieres in another country and another language than 
i.he one in which t was written. I suppose the musical version 
of ne pi y in My Fair Lady m.y have ap f -ea(ed in London but 
j suppose n- had its first go in New lork. 

It is sprinkling tonight and- Remains cool but not 
chill. Today's sunshine was sufficient to pish the bananas 

„ -iittie I'u ther out of t'e ground, so -i ass ume the 
jkeviwx$i:vpe.pLStierP.leinfy;lares’firfehnedyf warm enoiigg.. t ,b e 


Monday, April 14th, 1958, 


Memorandum: 

How pleasantly surprised was Lestan when the 
morning pest brought tittle Miss tee's greetings 
a s of Wednesday last past. 

it was so kind of you to acquaint me with the 
Dostievski picture. I shall most certainly make 
it a point to visit the theatre, when it arrives in this 
neighborhood. I have spoken to the owners of the two 
main theatres in town. Each said it is not listed as yet 
t t promised to telephone me c.s soon as it 
is scheduled. 

As 1 read The Brothers Karamzov, I think of 
Shakespeare whom critics has declared wrote The 
Merchant of Venice with a view to making Portia 
the main role although, a s it turned out, the 
Part of Shylock seems to have emerged as the more 
important. And the reason ± think of this is because I 
should like to know if Dostievski had in mind any particular 
characters in hi3 novel as foremost. To me, I guess 
the father is pretty much up in front and so, of course, 
is Grushenka or however that lady's name is spelled. 

Smedyakof, or whatever the murderer's name is, appears 
to be well drawn but, perhaps through- chance, perhaps 
through design, doesn t seem to be any more stellar 
tna'A the others, and tf a)\y of the brothers may be said 
to be in the front rank, iv would seem that possibly 
the one who was studying for the Church might be the one. 

As indicated in my Cane a iver Memo, I jam impressed no end 
by the great number of characters and episodes included in the 
novel which apparantly have little or nothing to do with 
the business to hand unless one considers them as tneignifto a nt 
figures in a uast mural which or who serve merely to fill in 
certain places which, even though -omitted, would not be 
missed, / think. 


»• • • 
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Tuesday, April 15th, 1958 


Memorandum 


An elegant day so far as the • blue and gold 
went which was far but a chill East wind tended 
to temper the thermometer. 


I believe the schedule had called for the beginning 
of the wrecking of tl*e old store but something up¬ 
set that plan and so t I was the recipient of a couple 
of carpenters I hadn t expected and I was glad 
to get a few gates made and a cistern top 
re-covered, —the one at the end of this gallery, 
and some minor repiars done on the bannister of the 
big house. i recalled iron pipe in 
the form of a V and discovered it would just 
fit over the cistern. I had it dug up and. placed 
there, and shall eventually suspend an old bucket over 
the cistern, s spended by a rope or chain from 
the top of the inverted U, planntig some trailing 
flowers in the bucket to let them spill over into 
space and the effect may be quite pretty. 

It was n\ce he raring from Lionel. It was 
interesting to jearn that Miss Dormon had been t 
the Iris meeting and had gone on to Abbeville. 

Hobody, least of all herse f, should be surprised that 
she was not among those present making the jaunt 
to Orange. 

I smiled at his reference to Carolyn's visit 
\n January and the note expressing the wish to see him 
on a matter that was urgent". I reckon she may 
h z ve been thinking at’the time that he might 
lend her twenty thousand dollars for the purchase 
of 624 Pirates Alley , but that is only 
a guess. 

'the Martha he mentions, you may recall, is 
the mulatto lady who manages Plantation Court. 
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Wednesday, 


"pril 16th, 1958. 


I had a Telephone call from the artist at 
a quarter to five this morning. She needed 58 cents, 
she said, and wondered if she might borrow 
same from me. That anyone should have need of 58 cents 
I can readily imagine but why any lady should be 
so pressed for 58 cents at 5:45 c*m., I cannot 
imagine. 

I reckon t^e Hunter clan may be a little hard pressed 
these da s for the clerk told me that the artist had 
used up all her check in credit before it 

reached her this month while her daughter, Mary, "oackie", 

D a vis who lives across the road from, her did not 

rece ve her $128 .00 check from the Welfare this 

month, someone having complained to the Welfare 

that aackie was entertaining her boy friend nightly 

niid the Welfare, for some reason, seems to disc our age 

Indies on Welfare from giving all their money 

to their b y-frlends when there are a half dozen children 

who should e getting t<e allotment i stead. 

It seems a a ckie had purchased, C. C.D. some 
$14.00 worth of b z by chicks which 

h n d arrived just before the artist got her monthly 
check, and it took quite a lot of casting 
n bout for mother and daughter to pet the chickens 
out of the post offioe-r~ Heaven alone knows what they 
h c d. to feed the b c .by chicks, onee the clerk released 
the shipment. Vprily, the ladies in "Widowvilie" 
do have the irhproblems . 

Iff was depress i-ng to hear on tonight's news 
of the fall of the 24th French government since 194 5. The 
politicians at Fal^i Bourbon remind me so much to people 
closer to home who would gladly destroy their 
heritage if they could h a ve their own way. Perhaps 
Civilizations sometimes die simply because people 
get tired unto death of the wranglingto the 
po nt of stupidity on the part of their politicians. 

On the brighter side, it is pleasant to re ort 
tliat my telephone seems to be out of order tonight. 

I have no desire to use the instrument on my own 
hook and, with it out of commission, there isn t 

tfpft'tnfhTf'm W§o'f*§ n j?3wW 0 wh 0 od.... 


Memorandum• 

Another glorious dayfor growing things and the 
vegetable seeds planted a few days before those in the floral 
section arriving from Lyme, are already beginning to 
push Their head above ground. Within another day or 
so, the delphinium, hollyhock and all the rest will 
be j ining in the green parade. 

This morning J. H. brought me some tomato plants 
from town, sending them to me by Archelius Brown, suggesting 
that Michell, the A.xe might be rounded up somewhere around 
the gardens to set them out. The hour was 11 and, although 
J. H. doesn t know it, the worst time in the day, under a 
bright sun, “to transplant ax y thing and Mitchell the Ate, 
the worst person in the jior'ld to intrust with anything s^ve 
-jji axe. Meedless to say the tomato plants got set out 
at sundown and without any a ssi stance from the axe. 


niton Johnson s papa who is lending a hand 
at building new gates, repairing fences, putting up 
gutters taken down when the house was painted, etc.,was 
delighted at the way I had rigged up thecistern at the end 
of the Yucca gallery and asked me what T v)as going 
to put in the bucket I proposed suspending over the 
cistern top. I said I though verbenas would look 
retty ?..d he said he thought so, too. I asked 
Celeste at coffee if she chanced to have any growing around 
the place,as I recalled so much in her yard last summer. 

She said I might h~ve a piece of some purp'J . - si-.* Ic( ut that 
this was not the time to move it. When Phil Johnson 
put in an appearance after having gone home for dinner, he brought 
me a bucket of plants, — purple, white, magenta and deep red 
which he said his wife had sent when he told her what I was "studyin 
bout". In the. mean time I had found a strange contraption 
which suited my purpose as a recepticle but utterly. I 
can't imagine what its original purpose might have been. 

At the tooe it is like the top of a bucket but with a 

imm. Wfe^boti'^fe V& of a bucket, 

vac ,.ulo S , il. v* * &&&* 


a 
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The thing has a metal handle like any pail or bucket 
but its base, instead of being approximately the same 
diameter as the top, goes down to a point, making 
the object a jood sized cone. I need not add that 
it didn't take me long to fill tne thing with nice rich 
earth and plant the Johnson uerbeanas forthwith. *nd as 
there was such a bountiful supply, I had an ample supply 
to plant in another big earthen pot which I shall stand 
, little to one side on the cistern below the suspended 
metal roue shaped thing. I think it will turn out 
quite pretty although £ shall leave both containers 
inside the little greenhou e by the side gate until they 
and the flowers h c ve had a chance to get intimately 
ac ainied nd the , root syste s well establ i3hed before 
xposmg them to tie full -'ays of the sun in their new 
home site. 

I p a used between this paragraph and the above 
to answer the telephone. it was Ora, saying site had 
been invited to the ho^.e of the college President, 
by the President's wife, acting as head of the Histerical 
Ladies, where she was asb.ed to prepare from some manuscript 
or other, an account of the Cane iver country, to be 
included in the booklet the Hysterical ladies are 
proposing to issue shortly. Ora h^d disclaimed any 
ability to Itandle such material but Ethlma said vh t 
it was her thought that Ora might work it all out 
with me since, according to Thelma, I was the 
only one who understood the histical aspects of that 
region. Ora replied that she would not z9 ree ^ 0 
ask my assistance until she had had an opportunity 
to speab with me about it. 1 told her i\ 

thought the Cane River country was the proper field in which 
anyone should feel to work in preparing historical data 
but that I would decline to go into the matter on 
behalf of the Hys tencal Ladies until after I had 
had an opportunity to consult with Carolyn to see if she might 
be prepared to push the material on which we had worked jointly 
in the direction of publication. As the Hysterical Ladies 
plan a fat, .paper covered booklet, more in , the nature 
of an Encyclopaedia than z gift book, wiljh a view to 
selling it for seventy-five cents, i can t see that 
it would offer much by way of a stumbling block 
in. the^ 8ales. of. a 6 or 7 dollar volume but still I 
felt it unfair if Thelma should dream of sking me to 

I shall write Carolyn accord m * Wigs suV-R j l find 

. 9 ^ 1 / aim n ma ^»« - - j - — 


Thursday' , April 17th, 1958. 


iemorandum: 

Another lovely day, foj 1 owing a reasonably mild 
temperatured night. How impressed would little 
Miss Lee be, were she to observe the speed with whcich 
the flower seeds and crouds from Lyme are pushing up 
opt of the ground. 

Plantation work must be slack at the moment 
since I found 4 men on my front gallery this morning, — 

Phil, the carpenter, and a helper plus Murphy 

and McKinley Brown in the plant and. especially 

the weed section. I had plenty of work for all of 

them to do and, if we don't get the. rain threatened for 

tomorrow in spite of an ample assembly of stars 

in tonight's sky f there will be an equal amount 

for tomorrow's ende c vors. 

This was the day , Celeste had heralded as the one in 
which she was going to remain home all day but that 
was yesterday. *t coffee, 1 found her with her hat on, 
awaiting Elizabeth 1 raber,.with whom she was going to 
drive to Alexandria to spend the day. Elizabeth flies 
to Frankfort on the ■“hine next week to spend a month or two 
with her grandchildren and their purents. 

o, 1 always like it when Celeste is away for the day because 
that means J. H. dines with us at the. big house and that 
is always a pleasure. I guess we were 9 or 10 
today, __peco»e men from the Federal experimental station 
at Shreve ■ ort, 3 cattlemen ^ud so around the table. It was 
all very jolly and I or glad J. H. c utilities to look 
pretty well. 

I guess there wasn't anything of much interest 
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Friday, *pri'l 18th., 1958, 


in today's post although I was glad to 
hear from all who wrote. “obina sounds more contented 

n nd apparantly barren and his party had fun at St. irancisville, 
and, one gathers, Lois was on her good behavior, it 
was kind of John v rewster to cover so many points. 1 
feel sorry for any boxer whosq Fate forces him to live in 
a Manhattan apartment. 1 don t know if the local boxer 

weighs as much as the Brewster canine but he certainly 
seems possessed of poundage up to a ton when he bumps into you and 
knocks you down. The Brandon flags are still flying 
butwith less energy, it would seem What a pity tfyat one 
who so much enjoys her correspondence with others is bereft 
of the vigor to effect it, so far as she in concerned. I 
hope everyone who is on her list may continue the flow 
of letters even though they must f necessity be 
. in but one direction. 

Last night i was impressed by the difference in subject 
matter treated by Lowell 1 homas on the one hand and Morgan 
Beatty on the other. ^heBeatty 15 minutes was almost 
exclusively given over to depression or allied, financial 
and tax matters while Thomas spoke of his usual variety 
of topics. I was especially interested in learning that 
Herbert Hoover's biography or segment of a biography of 
Woodrow Wilson has been published. I'm not sure / 

I should subscribe to hoover theories about Wison s 
disasters but 1 should be interested in hearing what he 
might have to say c.bout them. 

I thought Martin Agronsky was at his best tonight 
when he took a. swing at today s pow-wow of the B. A. R. 
girls in their annual Washington convention. I somuch 
hope I can find Brie u avereiJ tonight for he should be 
equally hilarious. Surely there was no-need for 
proof at a y time but the h dies themselves by their 
ridiculous performances have proven every year.since 
that, Mrs. u ooseve'lt was so right when she kissed 
those girls u oodbye, ■ 

I have been so busy during the past couple 
of days that my desk work has edged out ahead 
of reading when day was done, --and hence no reading and 
fortunately, nothing to read which means earlier to 

bed........ 


Memorandum : 

And so, to my surprise and delight, the Easier Bunny 
joined hands with the Birthday Bunny when today s 
post arrived, dropping their combination gift into my 
lap so unexpectedly that it almost took my breath away. 

I had not exhausted my f a vorite stationary as yet 
but 1 must confess I was slowing up a bit in using it as 
it was obviously beginning to dwindle . But, thanks 
to little Miss Lee, I Cr.» now resume its use with 
all the elements of carefree spirit that adds so 
much to the scribe whose l r hors with the quill seem 
to much easier, thanks to the ins iration at once of 
the nature of its origin and the design of the gift itself. 

And with such a gleam of sunshine putting up the shutters 
of the morn, how could the ensuing day be anything but 
happy. We had been promised rain for today and there was 
vague sprinkle before daylight, but that was all f and 
along ^bout mail time, the clouds parted and it was all 
gladness from that point straight ahead. 


The enclosure isn t c 
an i<ndmcatio ''that 0 tfte '' 1 *0 1 


interest ex 

> t n 14 ■ « f \ < * . \ ■ 


tsto* f&>'*f*gt}iuyWbrii> Qiri'gHt *i 


ss* e*cep-1 

ifiK_ Op?eg 9eei 


oir Vn ThV'C. for Clemence and the B. for Jbe Ben Metoyer 
are quite obvious 1 reckon. As for the reference to the 
inexpensiveness of imported wines in Hew Orleans, I 
a m astonished. It must be some dumping process 
going on abroad that enables wine to be transported 3 or 4 
thousand miles and sold m a foreign country for 
69 cents c. bottle. Purely there is something wrong 
qbout that picture. "That James should dub 
the imported French wines betwee n or rather better than 
American doesn t greatly surprise me. Anybody who knows 


t 
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wmes Knows that Americawines are just as 
good as trench or any other wines t But oames may 
not know that for- his acquaintance with any beverage 

S % rt comparatively recent and / doubt if he has ever 
developed a discriminating taste or even cultivated 
a preference for any wine in particular. Automatically 
f make a when 1 consider that one several occasions he 

has presented me withhorrible dry Italian wines which 
he seems to find as palatable as Taylor's port. I will 

are P e °P' le of taste who might honestly 
prefer the Italian to American -rust mentioned but certainly 
no one person could ever really"like one as much as the other 

.. nr ? n 9 n ‘i l +L t t e P J eS V\ Ce Cl oppenters and gardeners gave me 

r'° P + * t0 . e ff ect a flock of things needing their 

nl/rtlri*™ 6 atteiU l°' lS Qlte a lot was accomplished in making 
■ eeded repiacements at the big house and at Yucca in 

Xl 0r lXi, r i- han J! tn 9 ° J ' doors and suc,i odds and ends ' Alton’s 

up P a lTrill*hn/ l r l 2 er WU l° h bjGd Pr ° f Sely a:id slowed things 
w t dragged him to my bathroom where I cleansed 

mi' -ikuHnii , bailda JOd his finger a nd then took him to 

aweAn tahfmtl 6 V *?* him , ait doujfl and swallow c couple of 

ml P rer,n+ n el ^ lelsllrel V en J°V a cigarette from 
my r «cent gift package and a glass of wine a nd 

Tie latter really brought him around alright, a think. 

1 Should drop James a note tonight but doubt if 

ratllr r ,°t nd e t0 G matter of fact, it is growing 

f+lr ¥/VI; me a ” d 1 sUdL 1 P rob ably fold up forthwith 
ojter this little chat. I usuallv send r>nmi Ihm 
Enterprise in 


Sunday, April 80th, 1958 


Memorandum 


What an unexpected plaisir to discover in today's 
post that the Birthday Bunny had made ai other round and 
presented me with a second installment of the Yucca 
stationary, this package bearing a delightful message 
typed by your true hand. What c n inspiration for me 
to g-t busy and attempt catching up a d a b on my correspondence. 
Such largesse could originate only in one place and Lyme 
is the place and little Miss Lee the originator and £’m 
slap happy about the whole business. 

And may I tell you how equally delighted I was to f ind 
your grand letter in t he same post. First off, let 
me t a nk you for that perfectly delightful account 
of the doings of your little feathered family. I was 
entranced at your . ccount of the performances that went 
on when intimacy was attempted on the part of the young 
gentlemen attempting courtship and the fashion in which they 
get slopped down by the young lady who obviously is in 
no mind for ay such tomfoolery. 

And while i think of it, let me responde to your 
inquiry regarding the Qugtorz^ clock business a bout which you 
inquired. By air mail '7 I received an immediate 
response from the -virecteur of Versailles, giving me the 
measurements about which I asked. • i was astonished at the 
speed of the reply. I was equally stonished in never 
having had any response at all from the electric clock makers 
of Canton Ghio, to whom - have addressed two communications. 

As they h ve put up large commerc a1 electric clocks m town, 
it seems so odd they disdain responding to my inquiry but 
perhaps they ate people without imagination and adhear strictly 
to the conventional mechanical contraptions in which they 
specialize,.., T am not casting bout with other manufactureres 
until a final settlement on policy for the uilding is 
question h^.s bee, made b the town fathers, —whether the 
present structure will be restored or torn down and re¬ 
placed by something modernistic. 


Saturday morning's post and, what with 


mtopet 

o clock news 


a nd then, after that, my tnv : lua 
work late, reading back to me so 
for next Thursday's column which 
I finally finished although the 
Murder in Mobile, --will probcbl 
I should ever have the misfor tun 
script read back to me. 

1 had half 


expected Blythe min 
n appearance today but except for 
friends passing this way to see me, 
nobody. 

And so tomorrow a new week end 
and catching up on corres ondence i 
thanks to little Miss Lee 


I am so appreciative of the information you gave me 
the Jris paitings and the pater, ^onzales, himself. I ho 
things were\damaged in the recent Modern Museum fire. 

And vhanks, zoo, for giving me Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer as the 


passing.that along, too. I should be so ignorant 


of what’s astir in the world 
ever f a cile pen. 


, were it not for your 






aoac 
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I guess things got gummed up on the foregoing 
line. x was remarking that I had not heard 
of Lord Charles endl 's death and am indebted to 
you for keeping me adivsed regarding such matters. 

I wanted to tahnk you especially for giving me the address 
in Washington of the debutante ball matter I shall 

pen a line to de brissac, too, recommending that there be on extension 

the idea so far, at least, as to embrace Rambouillet and a 

mid-summer Presidential reception paralleling the former 

Courts held annually at Buckingham but discontinued with the 

final one of this ea3on. With the beginning of ' 

the chateaux tours, espec ially the night pajents, something worth 

while seems to have had its inception in bringing these 

heirlooms of civilization into proper contemporary use and I shall 

do all I can from my place in the w ngs to appl Mde. 

Celeste telglione me Saturday morning to ask if * could 
again -- the second time t is week, —come for coffee a little 
earlier. I roiud. &he and “ec were heading out to spend the 
entire day at seme camp on Blech ^ake here all the girls would 
frolic ‘ .id have fun until after sundown. I made a couple 
of rounds during the day to see how Madam Regard was making it 
a nd thought her fairly spry for her 89 years, although she 
does naturally become more and more fragile. Today's 
report on' yesterday's outing in icated that it u>a3 a great success, 
everyone having so much fun. it seems to me I can 
fLready hear somebody saying in days to come : You just have 
no idea how much I miss mother. Me, too. 

I enjoyed today's Invitjtion to learning ana the discission of 
Wila Cather s Song of the Lark. Miss Cather is one of those writers 
whom a hzve never read much although my lack of enthus lasm is no 
fault of the author. It seems to me Christian liked 
Death Comes fir the Archbishop or-whatever that ‘title is. "As 
for me, the Cather mirroir jus i. doesn't happen to reveal the 
reflections that I recognize as readily,a s I do in so many 
of her contemporaries recording the American scene and I regret 
that this is so for j. should very much like to enjoy her 
boohs a s do so many other people. 

Our week end has been cloudy and warm, just perfect 
for growing things which, indeed, seemed to advance mightily 
as between S turday and wunday. The tassels are beginning to 
...shake themselves out from every pecane branch, too, and this means 
that if they put in an ,appearanc e at all this ye r, the orioles 
will be showing up shortly. Even if they don't remain to 
brave the c tton dustuig planes, it will be glorious just to 
hear their liquid notes as they pass this way northward beyond 
to cotton dusting area. 

And so a new week end begins, finding me slap happy and 
tadyotf otrti-f i*4y W$bd ^t tio ' Aar V for many" a 


*pril EOth, 1958. 

I think Rosalind did a good job on this which 
must have been a little difficult, in view of her own 
part in the thing. &ut x must say she probably squeezed 
out ibout everything there was that could 
be said in favor of her husband ' spur suits. 
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Monday, April Plst, 195S. 


Memorandum : 

Another lovely day with Master seeds and gourd seeds 
transforming themselves into-, plants at a great 
rate. a. H. brought me a couple dozen more tomato 
plants and an equal number of belle peppar plants today 
and I set them out at sundown, watering them afterward for 
fear we might not get a d b of rain during the night although 
we may get the edge of the clouds accompanying a 
tornado scheduled for r-bout now on a line running just 
Worth of Shrev port, passing between,Jefferson and Marshall» 
which ought to place it about through the Old Bonita 
neighborhood. The radio crackled madly at 7 
o'clock news time, suggesting that something was 
afoot somewhere in this area. 

Today's post brought the enclosures which aren t 
important but which I pass along regardless. Lucy 
Kennedy sounds like a.nice person . I wonder >hat 
her married name is. Perhaps she is a widow 
so thav toe Lucy is used instead of a fo mer 
husband's name. 

And while on the subject of lady writers, 

I thought of the one who wrote "Seasoned With-Salt 

today. This afternoon while I was busy in the nei ghborhood 

of Dr. Miller's cabin, heard female voices 

from the direction of Yucca and on investigating, 

discovered Mdith Porter of Shreveport who had 

brought three ladies to have alook at 

Melrose. Two of her guests were from Shrevport, 

the other from Montclair, Dew Jersey. 

I remarked on the presentation that Montclair 
reminded me of Upper Montclair and Upper Montclair 
reminded me of Mary Arny and the lady being presented 
expressed surprise and delight inasmuch as she 
and Mary Arny are old friends. I thought the 








\ 
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circumstance a happy one and I imagine when the traveler 
gets back to Hew Jersey next month, we may he expecting 
to hear from La « my, 

I read a silly book last night, —"The *‘o ~d to Mill Town" 
or some such by Pe rlman, or some such. It U c d humor 
but I was too sleepy to get as much out of it as* I might 
h„ve, had j- been awuhe fully. The articles on 
0 ld films viewed at the ffuseum of Modern Art were the 
best of the collection, u thought. 

Having perhaps read the last and the next to the last 
C ne iiiver Memos, --the one onfDogwood nd the other 
on the tfidow Green, you will he inte rested to learn 
that nobody h d anything to say ojhout the Dogwood one which 
1 thought might ap eal to some local folks because of 
the reference t* Bnarwood «/:er«as, in contrast, I have 
received several calls from people who liked the 
Widwo areen and wfrnt to hear more. Perhaps it 
was the cotton that made the «idow reen article 
more appealing locally although, oddly enough, none of 
the calls were from people interested in or knowing 
anything -bout cotton. 

And speaking of cotton, J. H. seems to have 
jumped the gun a little on his planting 
schedule. A month back he told me he wasn't Qoint to 
plant until May ist thi3 year. Last week he 
said he thought he would begin on April 85th t rut 
today the grapcvinq reported planting had already 
begun. This doesn t surprise me for when the dead line 
is so close and the weather so favorable, it does seem 
ignoring advantage when the weather is so pretty. 

My negro friends .tell me I can t plant pumpkins 

until the dark of the moon, a couple of week hence, but, 

unknown to any of them, the planting has already be 

accomplished although, to keep them happy, --the negroes not 

the pumpkins, I sh 11 let them plant some seed for me 

in a couple of weeks and never tell them that the ones that may 

be coming up before then are anything other than volonteers...... 


Tuesday, April 88nd, 1958. 


I 

Memorandum • 

t How nice to find aletter f rom little Miss Lee, as 
of Friday last past, in today's post. 

I loved ev r.y line of it and found altogether delight¬ 
ful the -ccount of the little feathered family and 
their antics in response to various sounds and their 
little Goodnight peeps. < 

I can well imagine your astonishment when you 
caught sight of the .big headlines concerning the 
Modern Museum fire. I heard but a brief radio 
announcement concerning l theconflagration and 1 
was as amaxed, u reckon, as you were .when confronted by 
the headlines. Somehow it just do?3n t seem possible 
that snch things can happen in these days of such rigid 
superv sion and fireproofing. In a way, it was the 
same feeling of impossibility, 1 suppose, that so stunned 
the world when the cr&ck liner, un3i,nkable Titanic 
went to the bottom, it just couldn t happente but 
did. , 0 • ' 

I am so glad things appear ro be going swimmingly 
beyond the seas. Travel, it is saLd, does so much for one and 
I hold the irught that lots of things yonder, too long hanging 
fire, may be brought to a successful conclusion os 
result of such a trip. 

. A flurry of this and that prevented me from getting 
into the clippings and so I shall have them to lookforward to 
on the morrow. I am so indebted for the 
debutante particulars sent in the last letter prior 
to t day's, for I. am making use of the address you 
sent and the names of the various people con¬ 
cerned with the Versailles business. I intended 


st- 



i 
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mentioning before that the lady, named Ewing, mentioned 
in connection with the matter, is of the very wealth family 
which owns the Shreveport Times and the Lord knows what all. 

You .may have heard Robina mention her former business 
associate, '.Veil Fish, who used to vacation on the u ulf, 
of ten board a Ewing yacht, belonging to the same 
family, Nell being some kin to the Swings, I have 
in mind communicating with both •>ash ngton and New Orleans, 
asking for full parti vlars, with a view to doing some writing 
„ bout the V-rsai Lies business and at the Same time, offering 
some recommendations to the project which may not have 
been incorporated in the plans as yet. One of these will 
most certainly include a garden party, at least, at 
Rambouillet where the 'President can sell 18th century 
France as convincingly s the jueen can sell England at 
her Buckingham Palace garden fetes. 

Tow gentlemen came to see me just before mail time today. 

A Hr. Stijley, once on the Picayune but now with the^ hrevport 

Times'. C~ne~of them said he w a nted to jet some blach and winze 

siTots of some oj‘ the houses nd th ^.1 they >ere simply for 

his private collection, He did, however, ask me if 1 

objected to being in them and I told him it was his 

camera that would be damaged, not me since I am more or less 

indesturctr hie. I wouldn t have thought ay more about 

the matter'had he not, on departing, remarked that 

he understood I did a column for a newspaper. That 

somehow seemed to tie i.n with the information from Mr. Beckerman 

a wnile b a ch that The Shreveport Times is subscribing 

to The ^mer t ur ise /or, securing the column tach week. What 

those gents had up heir sleveoes. this morning, x know 

not ind care less. Come to think of it, x believe 

Mr. Stilley mentioned he had taken the Melrose photographs 

for the Holoman article on MissCammie a long a bout 1949. 

for tf^e Pi-ayune. What today's visitation was all a bout 

1 certainly don t know but assume the Shreveport 

Times does. 

I liked your suggestion about sending the_boy friend the 
Cane River Memo r,bout the dogwood in Sterling Forest, 

I hadn't thought of that but 1 think he would get 
quite a kick out of it. He probably wpuld get a surprise 
out of vhe Picayune article of last Get ber, too, for 
I'm quite sure he hasnever seen it. It' s. outrageous 
the way he and - 1 do not exchange letters. Tt would be 
interesting to lparn wltat $cooking in Burma. Let s hope 
he keeps a journal, which i doubt .. 




Wednesday, April 23rd , 1958. 


* 



5TQf 


Memorandum : t t 

3«) i j; .ifc-. *jg v 3 • i<V'■ "i-v p.4\ 

In spite of a lot of thundering last night, 
we never did get any rain and it cooled only to 71 
during the night. You can readily imagine that 
the flower seeds and gourds accordingly worked 
over time and were as sturdy and pert as at ything 
this morning. 

High winds blew cloudsaround all day .and we are 
promised a chance thunderstorm tqnight but there 
are .plenty of stars so I shouldn t be surprised if the 
rain passed us by again on this go round. 

£ • i it) 

I le rued from the clerk today that there has been 
a split between the Henry Insurance Company and the 
Law Office .of »at3on and "illiams from whom the 
former have long rented office space. 


It 3eems that Cousin Arthur who has a finger 
in every pie decided it would be advantageous 
to do a bit of insurance business on his own hook and 
started off by raising the Henry Insurance office rent which 
is in the same building as the law firm. Then 
.Cousin »rthur announced he was going into insurance and 
th t was that. 

» • % J 

Tt is surprising that this moveshou'Jd have been made on 
several counts. In the first place, he and Dan have 
long been on friendli.er terms than the mere 
fact that they hadcomon grandpapas. 

Like his brother, Sr.Eugene Watson, Cousin Arthur has been 
a polio victim since early childhood and cannot walk. The 
Henrys have traveled with him a great deal and have carried 






r 
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him in their farm3 to c ourt, bc.ll games, social 

affairs a?id what i\ot 9 and that assoc iat i on 9 1 should think, 

would make Cousin Arthur hesitant c bout the 

present move if nothing else. But aside from all that, 

Cousin Arthur is wealthy and, except as al 1 business men must, 
shouldn't be interested in rounding up more money, *>ut 
in spite of that, plus, perhaps, the fact that he is a a enry, 
he tramples aside personal and family ties and drives ahead. 
It’s a type qf mental operation I cannot hope to comprehend 
n nd so there s not any point in trying to. 

Well, barren's Mrs. u inwiddie and her sister 
kept their appointment and 1 found them two very nice 
ladies of the conventional design .with nothing 
but a desire to be out on a frolic h a uing occasioned their 
trip. They wanted to see Natchitoches, and on the morrow will 
go to Hodges 7 rdens and thence to Lake^h rles, Hew ■‘■beria, 
Lafayette and so back to the Crescent City. I thought 
it c nerve of them to ask me to break the rules to let them 
in I thought H arren might have told me a little 
more in his introductory letter but perhaps 1 was virong since 
there perhaps there wasn^t anything more he could have said 
except that they were kindly people. 

I had additional carpenters and gardeners today and 
I made the mo t of them, repairing g rden fences, putting 
new pillars along the Bindery galleries and 
so on. l‘he speed with which weeds are growing <j,nd bamboo 
is jumping out of the ground means that one can t 
be supplied with too many strong arms and hoes 

J. H. brought home some strawberries for supper, 
raised somewhere around Alexandria, I suppose, or perhaps from 
Hammond, a little farther to the southeast. They 
seemed to be fine berries, —the first fresh ones I 
have had thi.s year, but A must say I think they 
don t s taste nearly so a.petizing as frozen ones do. 

1 think -*• 3hal 1 fold up my beard fairly early 

tonight as the day has been fairly active and the 

brisk breezes seem to have taken the 

starch out of me to the extent of making me^ 

sleepy, a 3 brisk breezus always seem to 

do And may the skies be all blue and gold 

r nd without too much circulation in the 
atmospheric section . 


\P - ■ 

so 




Thurs ay, April 84th, 1958, 


emorandum: 

What a jolly surprise to discover jn today's post 
that the final birthday_ bunny's round were only being 
completed today. Thanks to the generosity of 
little Miss Lee, Le3tan's supply of Yucca station a ry is so 
plentiful that it is likely to outlast the 

candendar year after year and the feeling, is wonderful to know 
that x may draw on it as readily as I please in full ( 

confidence that a superb bounty will scarcely be diminished. It s 
so nice having a birthday gift to remind me everyday of the donor 
as -l sit down to limber up the ties between and among 
mutual friends all around. 

. Last night was our warmest of 1958, —the 
thermometer not go ng below 75 and I guess voday it must ha e 
gone into the 90's. The pccane 'leave opened astonishingly 
during the night and the tiny plants from the seeds from 
Lyme grew apace, thanks to the warming trend. 

J. H. left for Hew rleans for his check-up this morning. He 
w a s planning to attend an R. E. A. meeting in Hew rleans 
today, also, and to attend a meeting of the library Board 
in BatonR age on the morrow. It is so easy to see how 
he adjusts himself to slowing down. 

I got a half dozen field hands and three carpenters 
at dawning. I feel sorry for the poor weeds—and flowers. 

The carpenters got tangled up in so me plumbing 
efforts, attempting to restore circultion to faucets in 
the Yucca gardens and ended up by try h a ving to 
call in a couple of plumbers, —5 in fact, so that by 
7 o'clock this morning we really had 7 uite a force about. 

We finally got the faucets to working which is surprising, 

what with all the people we had working on the defenseless things. 

H If a » hcur after coffee at 9, Celeste appeared for 
tour on her own hook, but merely to see if -i could 
give her s me butterfly lily plant's for some friend in 
town. I would. he balahce of the day was quite 


. 4 . 
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Friday, *pril 85th, 195ft. 



ft 


hurly-burly. I was exhausted by noon but as i had 

a ssistance in giving Yucca its weekly cleaning, I made 

the most of it and was all a-drip with sweat when 

a somewhat scare-crow-ish looking woman called to me 

from the gallery. It was none other than Carrie Dorm.on, of 

coure who, for no apparant reason had brought three 

hill-billy bc§s of Saline, of which Briarwood is a su'urb, 

with her. tier hair looked pretty white in most places ad she 

pretty wind swept but she was s tijl talking a mile 

a minute. I got nothing out of her conversation, 

however, or should x say monologue. Bhe had taken 

the Saline bags or perhaps they had taken her to Hodges Cardens. 

She 3 aid Hr. dodges was there, supervising everything. 

A m a n without taste at such an occupation sounds deplor r bleenough. 
Carrie said everybody was asking her „bout her book but 
she was telling them th*e publishers had dragged it into 
a hole and pulled'the hole in after them. That suited me 
a lright and I inquired nothing about anything. The 
visit was as unsatisfactory as it could be except that 
everybody seemed in a happy if • social irresponsible state of 
mind. 

. ft . v v * 

The artist sent me a bevy of white folks from Alexandria 
at precisely supper time. I could have. ba.tter her for 
that and shall give her a verbal spanking over the 'phone 
in the morning. <■ 

I made what will be a pretty spot of color with the 
zinnia seeds a fte r supper. You will recall the fan light 
beneath which little Miss Alberta used to paint. 

Outside the window on the ground, I duplicated the 
semi-circle of the fan light from the base of the 
window out into the greensward, outlining, this 
"reflection" of the fanlight a bove in giant s beard. 

Within this half circle I transplanted the zinnias and 
they will make a pretty explosion of color all summer, 
either when viewed from stside looking through 
the window or on the outside by people going in the 
direction of the gourd garden. 


The enclosures speak for themselves although not very 
eloquently. I thought Miss Kate 's reference to Justice 
Douglas interesting. I'm glad Patty told all. The 
Raleigh lady sounds as though she might be a female Farley, 
conversation piece and no performance. and I feel like 


all 


. .• e .'.i ?. ns- i ■ )r/. ' ' ; 

$ - j-<! " oiw ? . •••a Jft ftv v .J: • t • y >'• ev-i 

Memorandum ^ * - 

. ft^ft - r 

I feel almost as tired tonight as Carrie looked 
yesterdayqf ternoon. 

I'm penning these lines a little later th a n 
usual because of a d n fr of antique baby-sitting in which 
I have been indulging myself. 

Celeste, joined by a half dozen of .her 
girl friends, took off from some retreat or other 
in the country somewhere beyond Pineville. They 
will remain from thisufternoon until Sunday evening , Thus 
. I become Master of the Hound since Madam tiegard isn t 
supposed to risk her bone structure on such hazards-as 
feeding the boxer f and after supper I entered upon my baby¬ 
sitting which f did with poor grace since I was tired, 
physsically, 'and somehow couldn't relax comfortably 
while the TV rattled along through a flock of crumby 
programs, most of them hor.se operas which lacked the virtue 
of hilarity which characterized the old films, the 
present stuff being hor$*.opera -to pteppd up 
hill-billy music which h a -s no end of twanging and, oddly 
enough, not a single horse in the thing, unless one 
wants to take a crack ut the heroine. 

o i- ■ «•. *&• •>' ft. eftft.4 \i o - n i A o 

Eventually J. H. arrived from Hew Orleans . I 
was naturally enchanted when he told me that the 
doctors, following his c^eck-up, said he was 
dandy and that they didn t want to see him a gain-, ex¬ 
cept socially. 

It was sprinkling a little as i came home but not enough 
to dampen my shirt. The . weather hap been very uncertain 
all day and I am curious to see how things will shift 
tonight. At noon today there was a difference of n bout 31 degrees, 
a 3 between Alexandria and Hhreeport t _something like 
86 in Alexandria, 66 in Jhrev port. It seems 

$ 4 3 *:**. ' \ • tQ i %vlt 

. ft 0 >ic • IVJ ^ftft * ' O ' *** 

; i v ' i i ft: • ft' •• : 4 

>' • «i t • t \j. ftft e-fty. b'.ft'rtftftu **i\ _ zz 

.bft .i U 1 ' l T k : i ■ 'A' 
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hurly-burly. I was exhausted by noon but as i had 

assistance in giving Yucca its weekly cleaning, I made 

the most of it and was all a-drip with sweat when 

a somewhat scare-crow-ish looking woman called to me 

from the gallery. It was none other th a n Carrie Mormon, of 

coure who, for no apparent reason had brought three 

hill-billy ba$s of Saline, of which Driarwood is a su'urb, 

with her. Ber hair looked pretty white in most places ad she 

pretty wind swept but she was still talking a mile 

a minute. I got nothing out of her conversation, 

however, or should ± say monologue. &he had taken 

the Saline bags or perhaps they had taken her to Hodges Cardens. 

She said Mr. Hodges was there, supervising everything. 

A m n n without taste at such an occupation sounds deplor c bleenough 
Carrie said everybody was asking her n bout her book but 
she was telling them tl*e publishers had dragged it into 
a hole and pulled the hole in after them. That suited me 
alright and I inquired nothing about anything. The 
visit was a,s unsatisfactory as it could be except that 
everybody seemed in a happy if- social irresponsible state of 
mind. 


Memorandum • 


I feel almost as tired tonight as Carrie looked 
yesterday qf ternoon. 

I'm penning these lines a little later than 
usual because of a d n f , of antique baby-sitting in which 
I have been indulging myself . 


Celeste, joined by a half dozen of her 
girl friends, took off from some retreat or other 
in the country somewhere beyond Pineville. They 
will remain from this ofternoon until Sunday evening y Thus 
I become Master of the Hound since Madam Regard isn t 
supposed to risk her bone structure on such hazards-as 
feeding the boxer , and after supper I entered upon my baby¬ 
sitting which f did with poor grace since I was tired, 
physsically, 'and somehow couldn't relax comfortably 
while the TV rattled along through a flock of crumby 
programs, mo31 of them hor.se operas which lacked the virtue 
of hilarity which characterised the old film8, the 
present stuff being hor$*.opera -to pteppd up 
hill-billy music which has no end of twanging and, oddly 
enough, not a single horse in the thing, unless one 
wants zo take a crack ut the heroine. 


The artist sent me a bevy of white folks from Alexandria 
at precisely supper time. I could have . ba-tter her for 
that and sh.all give her a verbal spanking over the 'phone 
in the morning. <. 


I made what will be a pretty spot of color with the 
zinnia seeds after supper. You will recall the fan light 
beneath which little Miss Alberta used to paint. 

Outside the window on the ground, I duplicated the 
semi-circle of the fan light from the base of the 
window out into the greensward, outlining, this 
"reflection" of the fanlight a bove in giant's beard. 

Within this half circle I transplanted the zinnias and 
they will make a pretty explosion of color all summer, 
either when viewed from sUside looking through 
the window or on the outside by people going in the 
direction of the gourd garden. 

The enclosures speak for themselves although not very 
eloquently . I thought Miss Kate's reference to Justice 
Douglas interesting. I'm glad Patty told all. The 
Raleigh lady sounds as though she might be a female Farley, all 
conversation piece and no performance, and I feel like 

uou ^ . 


Eventually J, H, arrived from Hew Orleans . I 
was naturally enchanted when he told me that the 
doctors, following his-c^eck-up, said he was 
dandy and t hat they didn t want to see him a gain, ex¬ 
cept socially. ’ ; • 

It was sprinkling a livtle as 1 came home but not enough 
to dampen my shirt. The. weather hap been very uncertain 
all day and I am curious to see how things will shift 
tonight. At noon today there was a difference of n bout SO degrees 
a s between Alexandria and. Hhreeport, __something like 
86 in Alexandria, 66 in tihrev port. It seems 
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Sunday, April P.7th , 1958. 


a mass of cold Canadian air slid southward 
last night, reaching Shreveport this morning hut 
somehow got stalled half way between Shreveport and 
Hatch itoches. I hope it more or less lingers there. 

Rough weather warnings were issued for this region 

as between 11 this morning and 7 tanight but I 

saw no evidence of anything exceptional. It was interesting, 

however, that when 1 tried to get a weather report at 5 this 

n fterncon, I couldn t get anything hut ear-splitting 

static, so I lea ned nothing at n 'll and am going qn 

the noon account of things. A little rain wou'ldn t 

hurt anything, either in the newly planted cotton~or 

the newly transplanted flowers, but a cold spell would 

set everything b q ck considerably and so I am hoping the arctic 

lifie remains up Rriarwood way where tender gourd vines, te.'der 

cotton and tender hollyhocks and vegetables don t exist. 

Somebody from Shreveport came to see Celeste this 
afternoon, Mrs. Loie Philson Williamson, who 
was a friend of Miss Can mis because loie's papa 
h y d been Miss Leudivine 1 s Episcopal 
preacher in South Louisiana. Mrs.Williamson 

was traveling witha silly woman of Shreveport whom ^ know but 

whose name I forget, — a bag who has a bee in her 

bonnet a bout bees and is forever chasing a round the world in 

quest of more exa' pies of the presence of bees .in the 

designs of ancient and modern civilisation. &he is 

a very kind but a v^ry tiresome person and I was 

restive to get rid of both, ladies, as, I wanted to 

push tlie carpenters to finish up whatever they 

were supposed to get finished before their weekend 

began, —putting new foundations under the pigeon house, 

new steps in the little flower horsi by ,the side gate, 

n new top on the old cistern, hard by the old store which 

will end up pretty much centered in the gcrden when 

the store is moved, etc., etc. 

Eventually I got rid of the Shreveport biddies and 
effect an adequate push on the carpenters and even 
made a coupje of gardeners hop and skip about 
in anticipation of a possible long .eek end but when it 
was done, I didn't feel in a mood forTV horse operas. 

But that s behind us, we have had our little chat and now 
as a new week end gets under way, I shall initiate my 
part of it by folding up my beard . 




n - ;\ Hi V ' •' c ViOaHi ILUV' 

rtoiitt m o ni ’ »;• ' ’>''1 S" r.fco 1 «*-"• 

Memorandum : 

For the ladies wh o like to meditate in iultitudes, 
the week end was sufficiently cloudy, drizzley and rainy 
as to make many a soul the ' more contented since 
there was no sunshine' or fine weather to make the out-of- 
doors in any way alluring In short, the 

retreat was in every way a gre t success, especially for 
those how can't get off the social merry-go-round long 
enough, for communing with God by themselves unless they 
can organize a raft of biddies like themslevcs to put 
on a semblance of iuiet on a big and thorougly organized 
scale en masse. 

f . , .. c c. . C > 1 1' 1 

Celeste 1 -, who went to the lady doctor last week to 
find out why she is exhausted, returned from the retreat, enchanted 
with the whole unique business of being two nights among 
scads of women, none of whom for these two whole nigh s 
were playing at cards or whatever, explaining that she 
simply has to take a vacation', and thinks a frolic at Biloxi 
would be just the tiding by way of gining some rest. She 
knows some young pe.opl.e down yonder, including a nephew, and she 
can get Betty and Keith to go over from Newiberia and 
some other folks from flatchitoches and a great deal of money 
can he saved by renting a little house and preparing their 
own breakfasts instead of 3 taymg at 3ome hotel. You can 
see plainly enough what a saving such a frolic woul d guarantee • 

Saturday's letter from Robina sounded on the good 
side. I'm so glad both her leg and spirits are on the mend. 

A letter from that Marshall woman came as a suprise, although 
it probably was prompted by a push from Helen to whom 
I wrote: 10 days ago or 30 , asking what in the world 
had become ofher and her girl friend. I imagine 
Helen may have chunked her q, little in view of thereference to 
the reasons’fbt‘Hot writingkow either Carolyn or Celeste 
ever g^t a round to dash off ,a letter, I cannot imagine, 
what with all the cluttered up calendars, --of such 
different undertakings, bog down their energies in the 
‘field of where to go and what_to do next • Carolyn's 
determination to buy a house, even though Pirates Alley seems 

o i u,r '• 9 3 ' v ' . ~ E1 
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out of the question seems odd indeed, and would appear quite wacky 
in the erase 'of most people, hut that she should saddle 
herself with the financial burden that such an investment 
will entail is probably a move in the right direction for her, 
since, if she doesn t get herself enmeshed in some such 
problem, she would Be very likely to buy herself a 
yacht to go cruising among the islands of the South 
Pacific, at the conclusion of which she w ou'ld find herself 
possessed of a tub she couldn't dispose of or, more 
I ke return from - the thing, lost in a ship wreck, and 
so haue nothing at all by w a y of saleable property which 
PrenchQuarter parcels of l a nd,-icven encumbered with mortgages, 
might still provide a semblance of capital. 

I am', however, entirely in sympathy with her as regards 
the current attitude of the banker. I never in my life invited anyon 
to dine with any thought of receiving a re urn invitation and 
rm at a loss to comprehend how anyone moving in a financial 
stream of the depth in which they travel ever giving a thought 
n bout return § for dinners, as I see them, are social for 
people who aren t culitvating z nyone and I should thinjj they 
, u)ould have a kiftd of horror of accepting invitaxions from 
people less well heeled, and especially as there are always 
two of them as agjinst one in providing covers. 

but n turally I shall not enter such a X Controversy hut I must 
say I think the banker ^ way off the track on thi3 matter. 

• 1 • « • 

We got about an inch of rain today. We didn't 
need a ny but I'm thankful we didn t get the 10 inches in 
three days that some town on xhe Couisiai ana-Arkansas line received. 
Many of the young gourd plants re completely submerged 
_~s a result of today's rain and the prediction is for more 
scattered showers on the morrow but I m hoping the 
plants aren t drowned before the weather ejears. 

. tele phone call from Ii Sompe ryac Willard revealed she 

h$d been exploring the Shreveport area in the field of 
Art .is be nj taught to youngs rs in that area. It was 
an exceedingly rambling report, punctuated with 
blis ering crashed from a thunder storm raging and the 

ombination made the ....interruption . 

to »;•:t ' •<•5 

t * Ora called to say her meditating with the multitude had been 
just fine~i~ She said Thelma had told her she wanted to come to 
see me about giving the ladies^a hand with their book. She said 
the'insurance matter, --J sppke of it recently, hdesome hilarious 
aspects, —what with both parties being grandsons of the sane 
disagreeable gent who started the family line, etc., etc .. 


Monday, ±pril SOtU, 1958. 


>• •-* - L ' 0 " «. 

Memorandum: 

• . . ' ’ - i. •••«,. i t 1 ' 

Tow inches of rain during the past £4 hours 
provided us with ample supplies of water. It 
is said we shall have more on the morrow but 
tonight the moon is out and so perhaps the sun 
will be on the morrow which will suit both 
the cotton planters and those concerned with gourds. 

i ' 

I didn t see the r treat lady at coffee this morning, 
she having gone to town to spend the day. And so her 
mama and a had a pleasant session to ourselves and it is 
always pleasant to see J. H. at dinner, meaning his wife 
is not home and therepye g ving one an opportunity 
to chat m:th him on this side of the fence. Madam begird 
said I would be having the same pleasure on Wednesday, 
a nd her daughter plans spending that day in Alexandria . "Home, 
Sweet Home" would certainly sound off Ifey if warbled from that 
quarter. 



The enclosures don t contain mifch. x he note 
from Celeste s 3ister somehow doesn t seem to come up to 
her mother's standard. Aq forthe 
ones from James, they don t seem to .contain much 
news other than the particulars c bout the Iowa 
jaunt, although the news that the F. O'Briens * 
might be returning to California is on the news side. 

I believe the phrase wa something like "if Parley 
gets the stoy outlined", —which I understand not at 
n ll Either I don t comprehend of what an 
outl ine consists ot elsesomebody is looking for an 
exc se to tr 3 el. 



■- q ro • '"3 toil U «>!' 

I count it remarkable that I Jiaven't seen or heard from 
Irma -nd Farley since their arrival in ihe C esednt City. 

I dropped them a note of greetings that must haV arrived 
-.on the day they got in from the West u oast but I reckon 
Farley has been too busy with his■ outline and ^.rma too 
tied up in travel to the Bluff, etc., to get around to 
» r. •' nvt*T io • i- i 










It4 J..Tj : 
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correspondence• 

Mrs. Sterling Ev a ns of Houston and Little £va plantation 
appeared unannounced this afternoon. She brought a Mrs. 

Butler with her, the Butler lady s husband being the 
publisher of The AmericanFarmer or whatever that magazine 
is called. "I liked la Sutler. Mrs. Evans 
is always very cordial and csked me if she and tier husband 
might pick me up sometime and whisk me away to Little Eva 
for a n afternoon visit or a little supper party. I 
understand they want me to see the restorations that h z ve 
been going on and to talk over those contemplated on the 
HcAlpin plantation. In a way, they have something 
in common with Mr. Hodges, --an absence of 

imagination in the field of graddessa", and their fair and 

square business sense is admirable but isn t enough of 

virtue from a social point of view. They are both 

well eeucated and probably belong to a dozen cultural clubs 

-nd will a borb nothing by way of warmth until 

they are born again at least once and possibly a dozen 

times. I 3ujl 1 do what I can to help them but it is 

obvious we can never be intna te friends ./hat a pity 

with all the T}oney they represent they should not h z ve discovered 

thatmoney isn t enough. 

Mr. Bec\erman telephoned this evening to say he 
was flying up to Manhattan Wednesday night, returning on 
Monday and wondering if there was anything he might do for me 
whileup that > a y. I thought it kind .of him to take 
the trouble. I wo der if it is business that is calling 
him, and I suppos,e it is. I never have understood 
how Hatchitoches could support two newspapers and I'm 
never going to be surprised to wake up one morning to learn 
there i3 but one. — 

\ ,i* ft .» i. ^ *t : i ‘ ^ 

* w. 

This reminds me that a haven't as yet responded to 
your inquiry of some time back concerning the tentative 
plans for the pu lication of c newspaper by our Alexandria friends 
As I understa'nd it, the plans to form a company continues 
to be worked on but I believe the proceedure is complicated 
by one or another person who is interested in the publication 
of the Catholic Reg ster, or whatever it is called, — n copy 
of wh.ch i believe 1 forwarded to you some time b z ck containing 
a n article hout^.the Ipcal art’st. There is some talk bout 
that paper, currently pu lished in Leaver, Colorado, being 
brought out in Hatchitoches, nto by Charles Cunningham, 

t tjtepS* ng e s*6 Hi ft 

both a nd forward by telepathy ... ei y. I wrap up 


Tuesday, April 29th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

The enclosure is scarcely worth enclosing. Somewhere 
on t-ie page of the magazine which ](adam Megard referred to 
t.e other'"day as the Evening Saturday Post, is a sentence 
or two, purporting to be a letter from Miss Br.iarwood herself. 

I should like to know more about it. I cannot imagine 
hear sounding off under her own steam to TheEvening Saturday Post 
a nd I should imai ine she would take such a hunk af 
conservative Republican doctrine to toss out to the readers 
but one never knows at which seam Miss Nprmdn is likely 
to "bust out”. 

You will he mildly surprised to learn that I 
journey through town today to ttend the Flower Show 
\t theCountry Club, a few miles north of Natchitoches on 
the road to Shreveport. Celeste had been worrying me 
n bout g.oing with her and Father Calahqn for days 
z nd I finally co ‘rented when the dawn s early light 
indicated it would be anighty poor time for gardening. 

.■-v 

The plan was to le a ve her house at 2 p.m. and 
in preparation for getting rigged up, I started taking 
off my beard at 2;30, only to discover, after applying 
a coot of lather that plvfsbers were at work somewhere 
1 in some section of the garden and had cut off the water supply. 
Praise the Lord for the big iron sugar pot full of water 
in front or the house. The rest of this sounds ridiculous but 
it is true'. I cut-a iy t thumb with the razor and then my 
first finger of the same hand which sh a ving which was no 
help, especially when scuffling to round up a 
fresh white shirt and get into the thing, and tie my necktie. 

I intended wearing a>* Oxford gray suit and when I z went 
to reach for it, the whole bar, housing a couple dozen 
suits, crashed, spilling the whole thing out on to the 
'floor. I grabbed at what I thought was the gray one but 
discovered at the Fjower i>hcw that I was wearing a 
light blue costume, —red for blood, white for shirt ad 

iLdb o eV.?> ct 
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Wednesday, April 30 th, 1958. 


I y bejieue that last .line got gummed up a bit. I 
h a d said that I be ieve it was only my secretary, on 
my return, who noticed that | was wearing one black shoe 
a nd one brown, but that wasn t much, as 1 have done that 
before . 

But getting b.ck to almost the starting point, —jfust 
a s I was putting my belt in my pants, somebody knocked. 

It was fiveminutes before 2 and the knockers were Blythe Hand 
nd Joan Frants. I told them I w a s due next door in five 
minutes but they came in regardless while l went o?i getting 
rigged up. Blythe said she thought Carrie's speech 
before the Iris Society the poorest she had heard. 

She told me she had seen the Kleisers at the heutcher- 
Starks. She sayeth further that leutcher-Stark 
told, her that the great aselia, moved to Orange from 
Miss Louise '3 Cottage at St. Francsiville, 
lid bene moved only after h.vmg been divided into 
17 parts. hat sounds as though that move must have 
bee. quite u» oper tion. I told the ladies: 

I had to head, out and walked tbith them as far as 
the side gate in the direction of the, African House 
where we parted, they to go inspect the gourd garden, I 
to join the ladies who were figiting o.waiting me. 

,/e picked y. Father alahan at The Childre of Strangers 
Church nttd so to the F oner Show. This was the first time 
I had visited the country club. The building surprised me, be 
of red-brown, brick and without any grandessa whatever. 

The i side was plaip but alright. The flower show was 
marvelous, endless arrangements and., all of them exquisite • 
of course I saw Madam Beaufort, her si3ter, ^ut/i Pierson, 

Th Ima Kyser md all the rest. There was too much social 
element to a//ord one as much time to look at things as 
one would like. Ruth Pierson wanied me to see her 
white amarillis. It was wonderful, —a single 
setm a couple of feet in height supporting only two 
flowers, each white as snow and each a bout the size of 
a dessert plate, certainly larger than z n average so/B 
s ised saucer. La Beafort got some kind of a prize 
for a grand arrangement byt I liked one of Ora s better 
beca se of its greater simplicity, or seeding simplicity, 
plus, prob bly, because Or r 's reflected her personality which 
q nd Beth's hers which I do not. 

, Ba n k home b supper time,. I was delighted I had attended 


admir 


Memorandum- 

Then the mail came to hand today, my thoughts turned 
back to an old plantation mistress I once aka. knew, who was 
want to say that it is so easy to write a letter when oeu 
one wants something ,• 

The enclosures speak for themselves. x don t remember the lady 
from Columbus, Miss., but the name seems to linger, --Blouin, 
or however it is spelled. She deserves a letter forthwith and 
I shall send her one by the next post. 

1 uo '3 " -■ ■ - ' - • ■ 1 " r ' " ; • 

. The matter of the hopes to secure, a Pontalba 
apartment came as a mild surprise and with equd surprise was 
the absence of any reference to the water situation in the 
Ark'latex area which, in view of last year's disaster to the dam, would 
seem to occasion considerable concern since more water 
has fallen precisely in the same area in the past week than 
fell there last year and the prediction for the ensuing 
five days is more rain. <. <, 

. -■:.n 

I received a social visit from Mr. Cole, second in command 
under Mr. Bridges, of the Louisiana Welfare Department. He 
is a v ry pleasant man who found himself in this area on 
some Welfare case and thought he would take the opportunity 
to drop in fo thank me for the letter and cook book I 
had sent him ad his wife last October. We had a dab of 
wine together aJid covered the Welfare and Political fields 
quite dispassi onately, but with interest. 


He had not heard the nooon news and 
I thxuig[it amusing. 


told him one item 


Governor Long left Baton Rouge for Churchill Downs 
on a leisurely trip a few days back, planning to stop along 
the way in Tennesseee and Arkansas before getting to the Derby. 
The hill billy Lieutenant Cover:} Faser is acting c s the States 
Chief Executive d ring Mr. Long 3 absence. 


According to CBS news this noon, somebody. telephoned 


t 
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Thursday} May 1st, 1958. 


the governor's office this morning a »d what they wanted 
w a sn t clear. 

Fraser shouted • 

"This is the Ooernor of Louisiana spea ing. What 
do you want." 

It isn’t reported what response was made, the call 
coming from Memphis, s nd Mr. Long was doing the calling. 

Don’t you love that. 

■ • » • ' ! C, • • 2 . t 

In spite of all the rams, the gourds are gr wing 
wonderfully although they don't like much moisture. 

There is a limit to the amount of moisture the larkspur, hollyhocks 

and all really enjoy, too, but they, seem to be flourishing, 

too, and this in spite of cool-ish temperatures, sort 

of 60 no sunshi,ne. but just let one sunbeam appear 

earjy next week and everything will jump, even faster 

than before, I reckon. 

I wrote the Johnson Wax Com any of Racine, Visoncsin, 
the other dci , asking them what they had to say by w c y of 
some ne of their products to treat gourds. I 
am casting about looking for something advantageous to 
their prese nation. Shellac, on occasion, has served 
very well. I find it impossible to explain that 
a number of gourds have retained their full weight, — 
the inside not having dried at cll t a pparantly, and 
no sign of decomposition putting in an appearance. hey 
are just as fresh and ipeighty as when gathered from 
the vines last October. Surely they need nothing 
Mr. Johnson has to offer. 

At coffee, ^adam and her seecort of yesterday re-did the 
flower show, her daughter being a t Alexandria for the day . 


Memorandum : 


How nice to find such a grand letter with clippings from 
Lyme. . ■ i 

The post was clogged with many odds and ends requiring 
i attention so tifat I did not find time to relish the letters with 
the leisure which will be mine when I getaround to re¬ 
read them within the next 48 hours but everything from Lyme 
delighted me and the settings, as described for the Au revoir 
department, with our littlq feathered friend chiming in. 

X 

You asked a bout Weeks. 1 have heard nothing from 
Daisey in the bell but some pilgrim passing this way 
the other day mentioned having stopped at The Shadows and 
how del ghtfully Weeks had shown them about, i remarked that 
I had heard he had been feeling up to par a few weeks b a ck 
but nothing more did I say, and was amused when the pilgrim 
expressed the opinion that I must have been mis-informed since 
he appeared in fine shape. I was co ntent.to let it go 
at that, and, withal, thankful to know that he has appa rantly 
recovered. I must find time to knock off a line to 
the Daisey in the Dell who will be equally delighted, 4 am 
sure, assuming, of course, that he. Weeks, is retaining 
his course bc.ck toward normalcy. 
ban: . ..i >• i todi *>.o t a- •<' . • noA3 e 

I am tremendously.interested in what you had to relate a bout 
the new format in which Edition Tel is bringing out chateaux 
publications. Since reading your references to this matter, I 
have not had an opportunity to turn through my tresors and so 
have not been able to refresh my memory as to what I may have 
in such a series, no t being conscious at the moment 
that i have any of this smaller format. I should 
imagine the elegant M a rly-le-Roi publication might be one such but 
I do not at the moment recall who issued that splendid item. 
i..4 a \l> - iL©v . hook. £.i>i\ a lUil Ii.q 

I want to re-read that section of your letter more slowly. 
.Even as one individual, both little Miss Lee and Lestan 
‘ atloq oo*r <y» x-v.tUrt te ita'. w'. eb-.-.-j * \j- \ 

'8*110 A3 ». . it 

8 A- -.4 1 ::•••• er." • < 80* ** 
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are bound to be consumed with delight over the chateaux 
and I shall always be entranced to learn anything you 
should learn a bout them, Once I had a picture of 
the Chateau de ilenars which Madame de Pompadour 
bequeathed to her brother, the M a ruqis de Marigny . . 

What with the other chateaux of the Marquise having gone 

to members of the royal family and subsequently 

vastly altered, such as the Champs Ely3ees, Petit Trianon, 

Resservoirs, or utterly destroyed, such as 

Brimbouillant, the hermitage of Compiegne and 

the Hermita e of Versailles and the Chateau de Crecy, not to 

mention the -hateau d 'Etiolies, some thing about Menars seems 

important as a souvenir of the years between 1745 - 1764, for 

the last I knew Menars was pretty well preserved and had not 

been "done over" too much, 

I am 30 appreciative of your kindness in sending the 
clippings concerning the rumpus in the Haitian Embassy in 
Washington, I heard but one reference to the matter on the radio 
and welcome this opportunity to become bevter acquainted with 
the parti ulars. 

By the time this reaches your true hand, you will 
h~ve had a verbal report ofivanous doings including how things 
turned in our girl friend's menage beyond the seas. 

As it may take some agents longer to sense fundamental 
situation than others, one hopes that impressions ained 
may be on the good side all a round, Your analysis 


Memorandum : 

36 hours without much rain and an occasional 
gleam off sunshine, not to mention much warmth, and 
thus, heat c mbined with humidity gets a fine tropical 
growth all about. 

It would have done the heart of little Miss Lee 
good, had she shared coffee cups with Madam 
Regard and Lestan this morning. Madam Regard was 
so happyb 

An interruption at this point , lasting half an 
hour, beings me back to my starting point, a 
little unc ertain as to what I was saying, I think 
it had to do with the infinite amount of pleasure 
little Miss Lee's letter provided Madam Regard who had 
to read and re-read it to me and to 

expatiate o» the charms of the writer, so joyfully that 
there were tears, I may say that 

Lestan was as moved as Madam Regard and I imagined read 
enough ?/»at a bigger nd brighter star was illumining 
little Miss Lee's crown. 

The interruption referred to above was the 
arrival of a .secretary for whom I had sent a request to 
Pass this way after the show alj the honkey-tonk, Earli 
in the day I had l^ad this week s Memo on the tape ( 
recorder and hadn i finished it until after tonight s 
jiews and I didn't~want to remove the reel until 
I had. finished it, but I did want to read the 
letter, sent on tape, by some lady in Golfax, 
so I could see what was what and get off a response, 

The tape has to be inserted for me, even as 
a n bon must be, but fortunately anybody can 
insert the Jaw. .although this cunot be said for 
a typewriter ribbon,, The letter is from a 
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lady who was among the Louisiana Press Women on their tour 
at Melrose. She is the wife of a publisher in that place. 

Her voice is marvelous a^d I was vaguely impressed when 
I discovered that half of the letter was in yiglish, 

Jie other half in French. . 'Ihe point of the letter 

was a request that she might bring a young lady to see me ^ one 

who has recently gone blind. Mhe suggests a Monday or a Friday 

a iid like Mrs. Stirling, envisions q picnic. ihe courteous 

thing to do, by way of making a response, would b.e to 

record my answer on the same tape and send it back but 

I so much enjoy the voice that J am retaining the 

bltlHJ 0n the plantation front, there were Experiment Station 
people here for dinner and to look over the prospects for 
this year's crop. The concensus of opinion is that the afore¬ 
said prospects a e bright, "excusin' buds, a frost, a 
hurricane or whatever, as between now and November. 

It was so typical of J. H. to have gone to Hot Wells 
to take a bath this afternoon and, inste d of staying 
for a couple of hours as is most highly recommended, he 
hid been cooked qnd was out again within 40 minutes. 

But a[‘pa ra. tly he is feeling alright.and although 

his wife was complaining uch voday *out a sore eye, both 

of them went to town to so e sort of a dinner. 

I a so glad you mentioned the symposium which included so 
many distinguished members, —Arthur Korck, Professor .levin, et all, 
and I hove you got a chance to hear same. I suppose it may h a ve 
been a re-b< radcast which 1 heard last night but however that 
may he, I got it and relished ev ry word Frock surprised me 
a little by seem\ng to take mild umbrage to the statement that the 
newspapers weren t providing too much leadership these 
days. I thought~the point well taken and I some¬ 
times think Mr. Frock's Hew York -Times tends a <1it tie bit 
oi\ the E. Roscoe side in that so much effort it made to be 
equal in presenting both sides of a question that the 
reader or listener is left up in the air and dying to know, in the 
face of so much contradictory evidence, which side the 
newspaper or news commentator takes ..•••••• 
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Sunday, May 4th, 1958. 


8 


Memorandum j 

Our tropical weather continues, r -warm and damp. 

Yes erday and today the east Texas, north Louisiana and 
south Arkansas areas got parades of thunder storms. We 
had a little Saturday noon by way of a shower without volume 
and this afternoon for 10 minutes it came down in buckets 
to the tune of an inch, after which the sun came out as pretty as 
one could imagine. 1 guess there is nothing to' stop Red 
River j rom over-jlowing in this area alongbout next week end. 

For all 1 know, Sarolyn may be in frequent telephone 
conversation about the situation with her father in Marshall 
but ijhat is only a guess. I am vaguely astonished that she 
hasn t been making a round at CldBonita but perhaps she 
is hesitant about getting bogged down if she ventures up there. 

And then, again, it is quite possible she has the type of mind that 
can close a door on things not in her immediate neighborhood, 
even as could'MissCanmie, and if so, she is at least saved much 
worry but at the same time, cheats herself out of 
the positive side of things which don't chance to be within her 
immediate scope. 


Ora telephoned 
Cunningham had just 
qbout 1900, which some ancient 
in one of her old scrapbooks. 


me this morning. She said that Charles 
been given a photograph, snapped along 
lady in the Parish had found 
v ^ * . It is a picture of the Robert MaAlpin 

house, "taken between the smoke house and —• J . y 

railroad tracks running between". 


residence with th$ 


I believe this is the only picture in existence 
of the Simon Legree home and Charles asked Ora to do an 
article that would be appropriate for the featuring of this 
valuable pictorial document. 


Eemg thorough, Ora went to the college library to check-up 
on what data was t q be found covering thf whole subject and 
one of the librarians imparted to the Librarian, Dr. Eugene Watson 
•r.hat'Ora was searching for. In his best Dr. Ooebel's style 


I 
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tip told her she should not have an ything to do w ith 
such a thing and that* the matter should never be discussed anway, 
the Uncle om 's Cabin matter. That was too much for Ora and she 
proceeded to lay him out and told him there were other sources 
of material in the Parish if he wanted to he s ° ’ 

ethetics as to do what he could to prevent people f r ° n d P™9 

research. I rearet that she cited me as of such a different 
spirit. Put she did and, naturally, 1 shall be enchanted 
to give her alb the ehlp I can~. She will probably come 
down one day this week 

What with all the rain during the past week, it wa.s generally 
agreed that things would be dull at the local honkey-tonk 
on Saturday night. But there was a pretty moon along about ( 

9 and by 1 o'clock, things really picked up at this poor man s 
club. y Carlton Brown, an 17 year oldster, some ofeet, six inches, 
knocked K. D. Fe a ce down. B. K. being Sam Brown s nephew but 

the Browns are no kin. then K. B. got up and -f S J lton 

knocked him down again and then repeated it a third time. 

K. B. was then carted off to town to get an arm set. 

And then seme mulatto gentleman, recently back from the wars, 
had a go-round with Beau Mack, wife of our former cook, juamta. 

I don't know how the ex-warrier came out but Beau Lack was 

taken-to the Charity Hospital in Shreveport about 8 

with one eye out. The sheriff appeared late this fternoon 

at the honkey-tonk and took away the warrier. You 

can see plainly enough that Saturday night was a success 

in 3 pite of the shortage of money on Saturday night. 


Monday, May 5th, 1958. 


, I am sending al 
don ' t recall there i 
letters although the 
a little long, does 
week end, a ype of 
every 7 days. I had 
occasioned the lette 
the St. Francisville 
n lso the Jlatchitcche 
ever see the latter 
to personalities too 


ong some enclosures under separate cover. 1 
s anything of much interest in the several 
tra'nscript from the Ogdens, although- 
contain some interesting details of a t 
Journal which t imagine barren jots down 
sent them a Ferliciana plate which 
rs . I shall ask for a tr a nscript of 
Journal of a couple of weeks back and 
s one although it is doubtful if I 
since it may possible contain references 
i close to home. 


Mr. Beckernman. got back from Manhattan yesterday, having 
flown up on Wednesday night. I shall be interested to hear what 
hf has to report and t shall prob a bly hear from him on the morrow.. 


Memorandum: 

It's cloudy and cool tonight but 
there was no rain today, either here or in the 
Arklatex and although water is beginning to 
spill over some of the main highways between 
here and Alexa.tdria and between Natchitoches 
and Shreveport, it now appears that the inundations 
may be much less extensive than had been 
calculated up to last night, let us hope. 

The enclosures touch a high point in the 
trash that can come to hand in a day s post. The 
graduation invitation is from la Monte span' s 
daughter, poor child, and the synthetic 
note from Miss Northrop tells nothing. The 
return address on the envelope is Passe ^Christian, Miss., 
but for the life of me, 1 cannot recall having 
such a?» individual. Perhaps her personality 
is like unto her note and, if so, it is easy 
enough to understand how she failed to register. 

The post also brought anothe type of 
communication which I am delighted to have. It 
comes from the debutante Ve saille Bnll Uommit t& fl- 
r ,nd I cannot make ol FE~~just~ljjKa : F the wit ole business 
is about, —that is to say, if it be a social thing, 
travel promotional scheme or what, —but I 
m delighted to hf e it and shall devote a 
CanePiver Memo, no to it _ but primarily to 
the atx idea of what it might be and 1 
shall use the incoming letter as an excuse 
to beat tfre drum in the direction 1 think the 
tomtoms should sound. Although Vastly in need of 
American dollars, France lacks the sense to scoop up 
the hundreds of millions which could be hers in tourist 
trade. This all seems so paradoxical but, 

riffteiMWsnJutwdi MirMJ.ru. 
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In the religious. ield alone, France, if she 
would properly present her wares, could g rab 
off tons of currency Tom potential travelers 
just like Celeste for there appear to be thousands 
of people every year going on religious tours, 
and yet, so far as I know, nobody in France is doing 
c single thing to attract people, like Celeste, who 
would love to use the excuse of religion as a reason 
for going to France, skipping the Portugal, Boain, 

Italy shrines gladly if an organised French program 
should -e presented, gourdes seems o exert a 
tremendous pull on many Catholics I know and 
yet nothing is done to further the tourists' 
interests in either that shrine or the attractions 
in its neighborhood or the high..spots along the 
way from any place to it. Lordy, Lordy, what 
a prospectus one could stir up for such a business 
with merely one single volume in hand, —the *.dms 
opus on Mont St. Mien el et ° artres. Although the 
p~r % 1'lel is as ridiculous s men ioning Dante and Aswell 
in the same breath, yet nevertheless -i can but 
2 zle and wonder ut the s.r.upidity of .the Estate 
control ing_ elrose and the politicians controling 
France, neither of whom seems to have the vaguest 
concept of the vast potent ials of its holdings, although 
it must be s id for the iienrys, they at je~st don t 
need the money 30 much as do the French politicises. 

. But my basic concern is with neither of these forces 
in control but rather the vast number of people 
to whom the landmarks would mean so much if some f 

form of stupidity, hysteria, insanity or whatever didn t 
blind those with the reins from r ecognixing the 
treasures unfortunately in tlie hands of the wrong people . 

JW»at it boils down to, ± guess, whether in 
the case of politicians or business people or perhaps 
everyone in the world, Cod gives, each a certain amount 
of v sion en a bling each a very limited vision in 
the vast field of e.terpr ise f and it must be accepted as 
a law of jJ ature that one man's vision, no matter how keen, 
in one direction, can never glimpse c.n equallyclear 
perspective that readily fall s *within the grasp of another. 

A perfect case in point is my incap a bility 
tonight to knock off a memo of any interest. let us hope 
for' "better luck on the morrow . 


Tuesday, May 6th, 19.50. 

m /- . '• 




}f e mo rand urn : 

The rising waters of Bed Biver are beginning to 
make some impression on the lives of Matchitoches 
Parish people although nobody as yet, so far as I 
know has damp feet. — .. 

The Highway Department issued orders last night 
that the big bridge over Grand Ecore, or rather, at Gr nd Ecore, 
should be closed to treffice from 9 am until 
5 pm today in order that the structure might be 
strengthen somewhat. But before the mail 
tr cks cross it, just before day, the central span 
collapsed u.d so nobody had to worry a bout the 8 to 5 
o diuance. The new bridge, only a short distance from 
t eold one, will probably be finished by 
September or October and probably the old one may or 
may not be repaired for use after the current 
high stage of the river has dropped. In the mean time, 
traffice Uorth from Hatchitoches will have to 
remain pn the west side of Bed ** iver. This is 
Highway JJo. 1, a portion of which went under 
water at Bayou Bierre, some SO miles or so a bove 
Matchitoches and thus tr? el has to be turned 
further west to Many, I guess, which will take 
rather longer but, except for delaying mail deliveries 
a little, will be alright. 

The mail brought one letter whiqti at this moment 
is somewhere in this, room hut I don t' seem to be 
n ble to lay hands on it. It was from Bobina who 
reported the de+th of our ol friend, Dr. Janet Miller. 

She died in Marlin,‘iexas, on April SOth and was 
burled in Memphis, Tennessee. I shall eventually 
fiyf, Me. letter and send it along. 

£ shall write Bobina, asking for autobiographical 


I 


I 


& 
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hence, \t is quite likely that nobody in 

Hatches may have learned of this news item and ± shall 

„ccord ngly send a copy of the Cane iver 

Memo to the Hatches Democrat, suggesting that 

they use it in whole or in part for Dr. Miller 

h d lots of warm friends there. 

I h e spent mosi. of my day out of door, what 
with the we <he:- be ng s m.rvejovs nd everything, mcludxn, 
weeds, ronv.-j so b ndantly. It was 
■just by chance that I was near the front gallery 
jrcnd 8 this morning when the telephone rang. It 
was, —of all people, —that Marshall woman 
cailing from HewOrlea:-s . She said Farley 
is re-lly doing a wonderful job on his p~rt of the 
book. .How she is beginning to jet around to do her 
Part. She wonderred if I could furnish her with 
3 ome day on agricultural pursuits in this area m 
the colonial. I told her ± would send the Spanish uocuments 
from 1779 to 1798 covering ;o v rnmental supervision 
o'" Inc' i o and such like as obtained in this rea. 

She said she had talked with her papa in Marshall who 
told, her reports from Old “onit a were that the dams 
were hold ng. uhe said ojm.es was o«i the friendly 
side at the''moment. She said she has advised 
the owners of 6 £4 Pirates Alley th t she will 
be relinqx ishmg her apartment ,ithin two weeks. 

She got n a • rtment in the Upper Pmtalbas, 
on the s Jackstn Sq are opposite the lower Pent a lb : s, 
which means she will hjve the. statue of •» drew o ickson 
no t-.e i'j< aer beds between her and Ja -es and nag. 


Wednesday, ^ay 7th, 1958 


Memorandum j 

Unswerved by the presence of high outer to the 
/forth and.Douth, and under a sky of faultless blue, 

Cafe Carlyle moved in to Yucca today and need 1 say 
more except to remark that tele >athy was working 
over time tonight in turning its attention j rom the 
ed .e of St. biggin s Fountain in the direction of Lyme 
as the ir wqves were flooded with messages of delight 
on Lestan' s .part for all the happiness coming his way 
from little Miss Lee. 

The o ard with its natal greetings, a ccompanied by 
the clipping carrying the likeness of eorge teyer was 
such a perfect companionate message to accompany the 
Rogers and Hammerstein opi and the Echo secti ;is J rom 
Spain and from Jatin America. 

.1 chanced on the Latin American item first and 
was so delighted I had difficulty in,tearing myself 
a way from it after the thrid rendition to see what was 
a r> i. ;i* no i ji i '.id Manhattan. and needless to say, 1 loved 


tier new address is 504 St. Peters Street 


Sue Said t e , i ace is be ng red 
for the butt,room nd si oh and th t 
re d within ouple of weeks. She 
believes Irma and Parley will remain 
until August 

I’m thinking o f Dr. Miller. 0 
never w nted to go to a hospital as 
died at home in her own bed when a si 


B 3S2 
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grass e:ic ircling the sun dial and the sundial itself 

seemed .0 grow whiter and whiter ad twilight 

deepened into darkness and pin points of silver began 

dotting the dark blue of heavenwhere, above the bamboo hedge and 

tue umb el'a-like peocne shapes beyond where the Great 

Be .r po nted to the !forth 3 ar .. And all the while 

the artist 0 the Cafe C rlyle was weaving marvelous melodies, 

delighting not only me hut my old friend, the mocking bird 

in the white cre.ie myrtle beyond the Chapel grandiflora 

magnolia, now he ,vy with gigantic blossoms. 

To borrow a phrase from our friends, may I say that 
"excusin' the absence of little Miss L j e of Lyme, how 
could 1 have possibly enjoyed a happier i-atal day 1 And 
t -.e nicest p rt of it all is that the Heather bureau ; >r lises 
continued warm we.it.er so oh t m y look forward to 
another m sicale tomorrow a v-ninj and another on 
Frid y, jid life will, indeed, seemso well worth li ing. 

Across the fence there seems to be a great increase in nervous 
tension during the past 3 or 4 days. The lady, following her 
participation in the meditation of multitudes, has been road- 
running madly and the results become dreadfully apparent. 

I guess it w a s last week, she prayed me to give her some 

butterfly lilies that one of her t girl friends in town ±x 

could transplant' for this season s blooming. I 

made quite a fine selection, 1 wa3 told at the time, but I 

learned t .is morning while in the coffee cups that 

a like serv-ce was requested for the morrow and that it as 

hooed i a uld t..he especial care to avoid a repetition 

of the previov.s gesture. It seems the lady nearly died when 

she dideovered what she did on the leaf of one of the 

butterfly lily stalks. Fortunately% she xis able to jump out 

of her car and summon a colored ser -ant to her rescue. There 

was a sn-il oh one of the leaves. I don t recall knowing -nyone who 

is much effected either way by snails and surely nobody probably 

is fond of them but this was the first time I had realised anybody 

could h ve fits at the sight of one, but one lives if one doesn't learn 

Cut how re^ily such things disolve as the flow of music 
issues from Cafe Carlyle and how perfectly pr oportioned happiness 
seems, what with the thought of the donor in my heart . 


Memorandum : 


I know not the hour and would know it even 
less were I to glance at a clock or turn on the 
radio for a time signal. The fact is thtt 
Time ceased to exist a t dusk dark when, pleasantly 
tired, I sponsored another Cafe Carlyle ,h<hrd 
by St. *igg\n's fountain a s George Feyer's 
nible fingers transported me from 3p a in to 
Broadway and from Vienna to Paris and rest sifted down 
through the velvety air and deli gated mounted 
with each succeeding note from Lyme that 
went in to making my natal day eve such 
a happy, telepathetic one. 

Cur lovely weather c ontinv.es as bridges collapse and 
levees go under and high water further seals off 
t e llat hitoches winch will never be complete 
while a brisk breeze from the u ulf is bringing 
rains to Louisiana for a further drenching 
as t e lied liiver c est approaches and Cane a iver 
comes" to a standstill and Bayou Brevelle begins 
back ng up. But t\e sun cc tmues to shine and 
all day the.dmte of tractors where cotton is 
being n e planted ‘1. ts in n the ily see ted 
gusts cf wind, gently tempering tithe warmth ofetkun. 

But this machine seems to be suffering from Spring 
fever, at least the letter, h, seems to be 
scrambling the easy flow of this machine's 
manipulation, but let us hope it will 
get back into the swing of things and forget 
about the season. 

Therq were two telphone calls by 8 o'clock 
this morning, one from Mrs. Coombs, the other 
from helma Kyser. Mrs. Coombs said she hod tried to 
get me all day yesterday unsuccessful, wanting to 
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wish me a happy birthday and apqlogUied for 
reaching me a day late, I didn t tell her, of coli > 

t at eye;i so, she was still a day ahead of time hu 
merely observed that I thought post birthday 
greetings were even nicer than pre ones, 

Thelma called to say I probably be re ° eiui yJ 0 
letter from the Secretary of the Fort organisation 
in today's post, which 1 did not, ohe said tint 
last night at some kind of a meeting, I had been 
voted a life membership in the tort thing, recalling 
that life membership is usually achieved only by the 
Pry ent of one hundred golden schmakers, 'hat 
this gesture implies, I don t know but if 
amjb dy would like to try buying my membership 
at about five cents, they might be successful, if 
such a transfer would be legal, Thelma 
said she was leaving for South Louisiana to 
attend tide funeral of Senator E lender s brother 
'nd would be b-ck on Monday and wanted to see me 
as soon after then as convenient for me, I reckon 
she wants me to do some editing of her .Jatchitoches 
hrochure 

Thinks to the physical rest provided by 
tonight s Cafe Carlyle, a nd the . 

mental stirrings it engendered, I felt impelled 
to knock off a ane^iver Memo on the matter 
of the American Versailles B a ll which I shall 
sen'-’ in for next week s issue. 1 w a nt to 
say again how much I appreciate your thoughtfulness 
in hrvmg provided, me with the information about 
the existence of thisorganisation s existence. I am 
delighted to stick my finger into this pie even though 
nobody else will be enchanted therebye. I tad knocked 
off a piece yesterday on the subject but chucked 
it into the basket when, following tonight s musscale, 
I felt just in the mood for knocking out what 
i didn't feel much like doing yesterday. 

A telephone at 7 this morning imparted the 
news that my neighbor was going to town shortly and 
wondered if she might have some lilies to take 
with her within the hour. She might. Her 
mama and I coffee^alone at 9, and mama 
laughed is she pointed out that the lady, wondering 
why she was exhausted, was chasing to .town to 
play cards this'morning, returning home for dinner 
„t noon and going b a ck to play cor<js at another 
party in the afternoon. 1 shouldn t be at all sur¬ 
prised to learn on the morrow that she was in town 
Mi» fo%^<itm i UMU h . t .-..A 0W tUe s l»irrel does 
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Friday, May 9th, 1958, 


Memorandum ; 


How nice to find two envelopes from Lyme in today's 

post. 

It just chanced that vhe mail was heavy, — afew natal , 

day greetings, I suppose, and such like hut other letters which can t 
possibly be of that nature, such as from la “inwiddie, the Library of 
Congress, la McMahon and so on, —none of which I got around 
to open for it is Lyme that matters and Lyme was explored 
in the spirit that framed them, and that was enough for today. 

The sentiments expressed on the card, both printed and penned, 
that I can only raise my voice in gratitude to the Almighty and to 
little Miss Lee. As for the contents of the sedond letter, 

[ sh 11 touch upon them at subsequent sittings but for the moment 
will merely say how delighted a am with all the particulars and 
pause long enough to g congratulate the writer on the good fortune 
ofthe time element, as noted, and the opportunity thus provided to 
attend to various little matters to be so much more readily accomplished 
by one 1 s self. 

As indicated in yesterday's memo, I had done a piece on the 
Versailles matter after a session at Cafe Carlyle and was 
planning to post the manuscript in tomorrow's post. 

You may readily appreciate, therefore, how perfect was the moment 

for the clipping to arrive in today's post covering that particular 

subject, so that I might see how it was handled for details „ Although 

I did not change one word in the Cane Hiver Memo, it was with 

great satisfaction to be thus assured that my version was not 

at variance with the fundamental details as set forth in 

the clipping. In this or a subsequent letter, I think I shall return 

the clipping so you may attach it, if. you care to, to theCane li iver Memo 

which will appear in next week's enterprise You may note 

that in my rendition of this news item, I handled it quite differently 

and I might suggest that niyidea, as expressed in my article, would* 


t 
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be to take theVersa Hies matter out of the strictly limited 
category of a social thing and placing it on a broader b c sis, 
removing the necessity pfany girl being dependent upon wealth to 
make the grade. It's nice to have os m c ny millionaires 
put money into the restoration of Versailles, —cs many 
as possible, —but the value of Versailles will be much more 
windely appreciated and inquired about by the coming generation, 
should my suggestion eventually be incorporated, i believe. Mary 
Stuart Montague Price has asked me for a copy of my article which 
I shall of course send — interruption — >>hat I as intending to 
say was that I hope la Price will pass along the suggestion in 
the Memo and that other young ladies that mere debutantes may thus 
be enabled to indulge in a swing-out in theQrangerie. 


The interruption mos a half hour talk with Sout Caro lina. 
ked with Pay first. She had arrived to say or to find that 
u ill ie had jusi been' ordered to stay off,, her feet for two 
ree days, rpma ning in bed, and so the . jaunt to Iowa is 
Kay said she woujd rite me on-the morrow, --that is the day 
3 fo ever threatening to write me, --and she said she would 


"ith •James' birthday 


n afi The a luff until the 1st of thy month. 

e 51st, perhaps she will get back for that, or, better still, 


I tal 
Au t 
o r th 

off• 
she i 
rema i 

I , ., IPP-, . 

perhaps he will get over there to bring her back tP Louisiana, I 
hope. 

Aunt Willie talked from her bed and seemed chipper enough but 
the combination of much tonerre locally at this end or the 
prob n bili zy that she wasn t holding the instrument in a normal 
fasiti n made c onmun icatiofi with er somewhat difficult although 
the connection with K y was clear enogh. 

1 hat nothing should have been found in the Library about 
the architects, w a s disappointing in that I'm sorry all the time and 
energy gave so little reward at the initial quest. It is -,uite 
possible that such records as are Said to be at the University of 
Alabama, may nor. have the ir e quip iints up ygmder. It is 
a little surprising that no data appeared reveal ing the marital 
status of "lucky" Kennedy , as the secretary always reads the lady's 
firstflisme .was so much tonnerre at news time tonight, I could 
get nothing but static so I don't know if mein lieber Lick und 
frau made out better or worse in Quito than they did in Lima, 
latch him use that episode to put on the garments of St.Stephen in his 
impending political drum'beating. . i 

It was 3Uc h a happy birthdqy, thanks to the messages from 
Lyme, My impulse is to jump to another page,, there are so many 
things I should like totalkabout but i'll have some regard for your 
time and return to unsaid points on Sunday night... . 




Monday, May 18th, 1958, 




K 'lit' 


Memorandum : 

I.t was such a pleasant surprise to find a letter from 
Lyme, os of "ednesday last pa 3 t, in today's post. 

J*nd I 1 especially glad to .have the news today, of tomorrow's 
plans for the theatre. Somehow my evenings are somehow 
doubly pleasure r _ble when I contemplate the happiness that 
little Miss Lee is experiencing at About the hour the 
musicale by St. Giggin s fountain is arranged. 

I find it so kind that time should h a ve been taken 
out for a chat before tlte final preparations were undertaken 
for the next big excitement on the calendar and I only hope 
the chat wasn t so long that it pushed the labors on 
the prep rations too far into the night. 

k. 1 V 

Mow charactersstically thoughtful and kind that 
offers should have been made for presenting source material 
for the writers currently undertaking the M a rie 1 herese 
project. Nothing will be advanced, from your collection, 
however, since,, in my opinion, —without knowing a 
thing bout it, the labor should be concentrated more and 
more on the novel side rather than on the factual 
historical aspects concerned. K 

V * ^ • 

f am tremendously indebted to you for h ving recommended 
friend postell s opus, as Carolyn and Parley are daily, 
porob bly, touch with the flew C-rieyns libaries, all of which 
undo' btedly h ■ e this book, and as they can very easily 
drop over to the L. S. U. library and hat with Pcstell 
in person, J- shall transmit tltat suggestion to the appropraite 
people and I feel instinctively their efforts in following 
gut your suggestion will prove fruitful for them. 




\ 
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I had not heard that no snides lit up the royal visage 
at My Fair Lady. Surely it must have been some physical 
indisposition or some w rry that made this so. Undoubtedly 

is as marvelously produce yonder as m Manhattan 
well imagine your nthusiasm is stating that you 
it over and over again. 


P. S. 


the performance 
a nd I can 
could see 


I was so glad to see the picture of Frank Lloyd ./right 
pointing 0 t his design for the civic center in Bagdad. I 
wonder if t ,e plans do not look more bel.ievea.ble in the 70th 
Street Ira^i Consulate than the same plans, translated into 
buildings, in ancienr. Bagdad. I suppose * rank Lloyd Wright 
is imonj our most distinguised architects although, I 
must confess, he inclines so much more in the direction of 
the functional than appealing to the conservative concept 
of beauty /or persons like myself, tuat, were 1 the 

Caliph of B n gd.ad, I should employ two distinguished archietects, 

Frank Lloy Wright for the functional part and a more classically 
inconed architect for the exterior appearance of my opera 
nd civic center. My concept of Mr. ■<right isn t 
aery clear but I h^ve. the impression he is the type of 
man who, if he had. his way, would insist that his son 
consider only the functional attributes of the girl he 
hoped to wed and rule out C H consideration of the spiritual 
:id esthetic considerations In short, 1 am delighted 
he never h n d his finger too much in the Washington pie when 
the Aite House, for example f - was being built. I am even 
glad he wasn t pressed into service to design a Lincoln 
Memorial or a 'Washington Monument which, if I do not 
do the mm injustice, h.e might well have insisted cm being 

purely functional. Mince, as the Mood Book declares, M r .n aoes 
not live by bread alone" it would have been regrettable, had 
the Lincoln Memorial been designed as a sort of glorified 
modern bakery or some such, in order tiiat it might have 
served some functional purpose a nd,not been given over for the delight 
of the soul. 


Our wonderful weather continues and all Cod' 
busy swinging hoes in the cotton patch where the 
is pushing up out of the ground at a great rate. 


s chillun 
1857 crop 


are 


Contrary to custom, I am adding a post script, 


It is of 
co-incidence 
next Thursday's 


no importance but it has the interest of 
qnd may lend something to the reading of 


Cane^iver Memo. 


‘Che subject, thanks to little Miss Lee, and to 
her exclusively, is the American Versailles Ball. 

Just as 1 finished tonight's Memorandum, 

Mr. Bee erman telephoned from his office, soy ing Jie 
was exhausted because of a week of b n by sitting', in 
that this past week, as a gestu e of co-operation 
with the college, he had let the Journalist students 
operate the Enterprise. 

I did no know this but can readily understand 
that the Versailles thing might h,-v- an appeal to students 
tnat other Cane diver columns might not have in that 
I mentioned colleges in connection with the Versailles thing. 

Mr. Beeherman said that the college students in 
the newspaper plant, were called together by the noting Editor,-- 
one of their own number, of course, and were given a briefing 
ohetcontents of the letter. They all responded with enthusiasm, 
primarily because they prob a bly foresaw something in 
which the college might e ventual ly hope to participate, and 
it was decided then and there that there would be some 
editorializing in the college paper about the suggestion 
appearing in the column. 

That's all there is to this post script. I thought 
it kind of Mr. Beckerman to telephone and I pass along this 
reference to the article so you may have it in mind 
when Th rsday's issue reaches your true hand . 


/ 
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Tuesday, u ay 13th, 1958, 


Tuesday Morning, M a y 13th, 1958, 


Memorandum • 


It's so odd u)h t the mind does and dcesn t. 


For the first time in 80 years, 1 thought 
of a child's book a bout some bears which £ once took to 
Paris, 

HUat in tue world do you reckon ever happened to it and 
do you reckon the bears survived the occupation and all, 

If you would care to drop me a post car, bearing either 
the word''Yes or !Jo, I shall be guided accordingly, the affirmative 
or negative answer being in response to this question' 

Do you think mein lieber Sven is still at 2V, rue de Seine, and 
do you think it a good idea to w rite him ? 

Your opinion will h e vastly a, 'predated, 

I w s think that perhaps, by briging the thing up to ^ ate , 
the book night be submitted to some American publisher, such 
a s Random House, through Tony whoever, the literary agent 
in Hew ior)f, and if the book is still extant, Sven 
could ‘orw^rd it direct to Tony's address. 

Is the whole thing has been forgotten on my part for 
the past couple of decides, there s no great rush l bout 
going into it at. the current drop of the hat but your 
opinion, whenever c onvenient, will beserve much in helpin_ 
me to formulate my first move in r gard tothe matter . 


Memorandum : 

According to the radio, it seems to have been qu ite 
a day • Anti -American rio.ts in Lebanon, our Good M ill 
Ambassador to South America getting no good will in 
Caracas, the President of the Unitee States pulling 
an abasing blunder by sending paratroopers into bases 
bordering on Southernerica and the wife of the^ood "ill 
Ambassador in tears, not to mention riots in Paris and 
a military uprising in Alergeria . 

The whole sting of assorted eve ts seem perfectly clear to 
me except one, --the tears of tie wife of the M ood“ill 
Ambassador. Even as British Royalty mist n*ver hint 
they are exhausted, os the wives of^ood ••ill Ambassadors 
should never give way to tears . I am quite awajje that 
by the time Richard gets around to report the Caracas 
interlude in a nation-wide TV net work, he will have 
the thing so re-written as to make it convincing that 
the tears of the wife of the^ood Will Ambassador 
were simply those shed in gratitude to Cod that she and 
her husband could be rendering such a marvelous service 
to the Republican Party t first, and the American 
people seco d, and that anyone who says differently 
must be silly or unpatriotic democrats, for the 
tears were 't those of fear at all, but mere expressions 
of delight at being able to tbrve the Grand Cld i-crty . 

I was shocked that President Eisenhower should h„ve reverted 
to General Eisenhower by ordering American toops 
into the Caribcz'n to m^ke a gesture in behalf of his be¬ 
loved Dick but by this uu.wurra ted show of force, 
the Good Neighbor policy of F. D. R. .goes rattling down 
the drain and it will take decades to rep z ir the damage done 
psychologically to our Latin-.-.merican neighbors. But 
even so, w can understand all that, just as I can 
understand how Fr nee is going to pot politically, since 
ever since 1945 Prance has been in a political stew that 
,„\°. l ‘t wrecked her a »d -lmost shattered Western 
’sol idarity . I doubt if Latins are right in 









s 
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thinking they can make democracy work just because , 
the Anglo-^axon countries can. After all, she hasn t 
had a responsible government in a month anyhow and 
if the, 4th Repu lie gets sacked in this latest scuffle, 
the countr will h c ve lost nothing and ev n if the 
place goes Communist or 'foal i tar ia* h there will at least 
be one advantage, --MATO m y u t least no where she 
dees or doesn't stand. But I c G !» find no excuse 
whatsoever for the tears of the wife of the *ood ill 
Ambassador. If one is going to play the role of consort 
to the Eisenhower Crown prince one ought to r ecognize 
in aJidva ce that tears are the one thing not included 
in the Ma is on venue agenda. 

. : /*i reei. ic -v c >( v. : ; ‘ : 

P'j ■ , z pj : j : j ; » ;ui ui3 ■-> *>s U t >j 

• •••<• ) 1 e l *!’ ,V ' ' ' * 1 ' ■ l '. 

1 ’ V: • 'J f.-. l'r ; ’ . / ' , " 


The benho'lme enclosure specks for itsrlf. Isn't it 
cjr ;>d that i-obin_ feels so much better that she wj ts to 
stir bo- t o t cf doors. The reference to one of the Umitherman 
ladies, --they ire a ll, millionaires, is that Madam Beaufort 
told me she had received an abrupt letter from one of them, 
de ’anding either the book to which she h d s hscrihed or 
the return of her $7.50 deposit. 

A very nice letter from Johnson ifcr_ o / ..-cine, ><is., 
advises samples of their product, thought s; n-b'le for preserving 
go rds will be to hand, shotly, they are interested in 
how Louisiana gourds react and I shall be delighted to tell them • 

The newly veds,, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Marcel Morris 
,are having their ups and downs. Ja.sk put Hoonie 
out last night because she Came heme drunk but the night 
was warm. Hoonie continues courting her former boy 
friend, Morris Peace, by whom she was pregnant before 
she Married Jack Marcel Morris, but she has convinced 
Jack, the child is his, an d aL though it might have cii y one 
of a dozen papas,.I think when the child is born it 
should be named Morris Morris, don't 
you think so? 

a;id 30 to the m z il c.nd then a dab of music, the 
supply 30 delectable and the night so lovely and 
tepathy directed in the direction of the hunts....... • 


\ 
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Wednesday, ^ay 14th, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

"hat a jolly suprise awaited me at the post office 
today. I had expected no ma Hat all, what with 
things running so far behind schedule but Lo '. my 
favorite cracker put in a surprise appearance along 
with an Order of St.Esprit, as the blue ribbon denoted in the 
18th century . 

And it was so nice to find the note from Lyme attanched 
a nd imagine my astonishment that good old Piaza, after 
r ll thes years, should h z ve turned up so unexpectedly in vristed 
of all places. 

As of right now, I stuffed ujith Pizzas, what with 
having pi rtaken of very scant supper but developing 
, a gnawing apetite at first dark when I decided on 

a musicale before chatting with little Miss Lee and the ce 
to the mail. 

I am expecting P. t down here this week end and 
I am hoping to enlist his services in doing some w ork on 
the ribbon. In the mean time, I shall be 
ni bling on Pizzas and blessing the true hand making 
both crackers and ri bons possible. I am also writing 
tonight to the manufadt rere to inquire, once more if 
they cannot j dmise .me where in the *ulfEtates area I may find thii 
delectable fare. It seems so curious they never 

answered my earlier letters in regard to the availability of thei'i 
product, since 1 assume the majority of manufacture res 
welcome as many oust mers as will plead for the product. 

All I can think of by way of explanation for the 

silence both on the part of the manufacturers and the original so i 

of supply in Ehreveport is the probability that some 

huge chain store contracts for pie entire output of the 

b a kers so that the latter doesn t care so much where 

their product is sold, since it-ljas already been contracted for wt 

. ^nd a suppose the retailer dpesn t care how much people living be j 

the area they serve may desire the food. Even so, it 
does seem a little odd all around. You can only 


I 
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‘Thursday, May 15th, 1952. 


h a lf imagine how much today's suprise p cbage has meant to me this 
and will mean on other evening later in the week. 

My day was a busy one, what with the weather 
rema ning ideal, things growing mightily 
and. much bug dusting to be done in the gourd section. 

It was astonishing to notice how many bugs 1 hadn t 
seen before arose i?i flight when 1 began scattering the 
powder in the gourd garden. I may add thtit I 
was entranced to discover that two blossoms 
thpt had been in flower yesterday had not fallen off, os 
the e rly fjowers usually do, but rather had wilted a little 
hut retained their connection with the stalk and two 
embr yo gourds had a Ire dy formed. 

Beit) fond of coincidences 1 must report that ± was perfectly 
enchanted last night wnen I finally got around to 
flatten out, x turned on my radio at the start of a re- 
broadcast of an^rresting program from earlier in t he day, and. 
a t the s .me" i ime little-Miss Lee was perhaps hearing 
the last act of the Lunt opus, there was the deep 
voice of "Ifred Lunt himself, along with Lmily 
Kimbrough, guests on the program, "The Last »ord. 

It was so pleasant to have the identical voice providing 
entertainment for two people, so closely in tune, 
although miles part and the entertainment so different 
in nut re. I always like he Last Word and | m. 

I'm hoping you liked the latest Lunt offering. 

Mildred Lun ingham telephoned this morning to usk 
if she might ,bring down a Shreveport friend, a r. lewis, 
from ohvejeport this aft moon. ^he m-ght. And 
so she came with her husband, Peyton, and her son, John, 
and Mr. Lewis and. his papa and mam a from uluth, Minnesota, 
which represented something more than x had bargained for but 
there were ample cokes bout and everything was very pleasant iltho 
I should have preferred ardening, I must confess, 
whet with so m a ny things calling for attention now 
that things are at their height in the growing season. 

But rest at twilight was so pleasant and the Pizzas so 
delectable and the thought of the new ribbon and all 
the memos it will write so. inspiring that 1 count 
my day might happy, thank3 to the lady of Lyme .. 


Memorandum: ' t 

It seems to have been a very busy, very b eautifjtul 
thanks to a musical interlude by St.Jiggin s, l 
to have already forgotten what, made it so busy. 


day, 


but, 

seem 


One thing that contributed to a feeling of vast 
satisfaction air the close of day is because 1 f 

something .that has long puzzled me and such a se.. s< ation us 
invar i bly pjeasing. And after h ving thigured the thing out, 

I told myself that when and if we attain Paradise, we 
shall look b a ck at our earthly doubts a»d n > t 

be astonished that anything so simple as the next life shoulan 
h a ve been comprehend long before we actually experienoea. 

,nd the mighty explantation I arrived at at had to do, 
of course, —with the mys ery of why it is the small, decora ive 
;ourds .+ re so difficult . o come bye. It s as simple 
as one, two, three for me to raise fair size gourd, aiio b ig gourds, 
but the little ones h ve always been mighty s'-arce. So often 
I h ve found them on the ground when not half Matured nr yet 
ha ved iscovered no mark of the insect to Vacate the vine iad 
been tampered with, and as no one has fiddled with the 9°Y ds 
on the vine to knock them off and no tempest has distrubed 
their peaceful exxistcnce, and. ± never, until today, figured 
out what seemed such a puzzling circumstance. 

And now that I have solved the question by mere casual 
observation, I cannot help wondering why I have been so 
dumb as never to have figured it out before. The gourds 
with the yellow blossoms and the ones with the white blossoms are 
coming into flower now and already c few little gourds are beginning 
to appear within the fading petals of the yellow glowers, the 
yellow fawers them elves unfolding their pumpkin like 
flowers on a shot-short stem, perhaps no longer than grow. a half 
to one inch from the m a in stem o the plant . The del icate white 
fl ers, however, —the flowers producing the small, decorative 
gourds, a s opposed to the yellow flower.s which be-get the bigger 
gourds, —these white flowers always blossom at the ena , 0 / 

„ very fragile stem, estending out from the main stalk of the 
y.ne so.me 6 to 12 inches. The stem on which th<is delicate white 
flover unfolds is so tender and so far removed from its 



I 
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when the little gourds forms at the end of this extended and 
infinitely delicate stem, the stem is too fragile to 
sustain the weight and the thing gegins sagging, and each day 
the gourd adds to its bulk, just so much an unbearable strain 
is ad.ded to the stem so that by the time the fruit reaches 
the sine of a hen s egg,, the stem simply cnnot retain it and down 
falls the fru,it tff the ground, Why I never recognized such a 
simple obviousness before 1 cannot imagine. And so, henceforth, 
when planting gourds, 1 shall be most particular to get the 
gib gourds up in the air as quickly as possible, —their 
stout, short stems always adequate to support any load, while at 
the, same time, a shall plant the small decorative gourds so they 
may rest eitheron he „ourd, --where they may well rot, or 
on some such support at the shed of a roof or some such, in or er r.hat 
the fruit will rest on the same surface along which the parent vine 
spreads .itself, a'td thus, 1 hejieve, larger crops of small, 
dec: rat ve go r s will - me int o existence . i reckon c ny dolt would 
know- about fkhis but assuming that there may be a few o her people as 
dumb as 1 , \ h d be ter write a etter to the u ourd “.ociety 
‘or pith aticn, so that my i'.indmgs m.’.y serve some other groud raiser 
who up to now, may have been floundering around as ignorantly as 
£ in regard to. t his m- tter. 

ifid since I'm going at such a g re rate on gourds, I had better 
wear ya out completely by referring to the subject in nother bracket. 
o -me how J- misplaced li ■tie funnel / found conve uient for use in transfer i 
wine from a larger b itie fo a more r yenie t carafe size. One can. easily 
eno h - k» a e.1 o t i ' p er, o co rse, but paper wilts 
30 often s soon s d mpn ss s ik-s i . nd he nin . is spilled. 

And s , s u h u Ir dy ssed, a ( .ok a gourd with a long, 
slender ne k, punched a hole in the end of the neck and then 
sawed the gourd itselj' in two, and Lo l 1 haft the loaliest little 
ol< funnel you ever saw and. found additional pleasure in pouring 
Wines from one boutje to another without spilled a drop, and 
felt us .hough * w. re back at the kindergarten stage where 
one c n end Dhole hours playing at house or some such. 

J. a. le ves 3- turday for Mew rleans to go to Washington 
for some P. E. A. thing and thence to Hew Yorp l^nning t o be back 
here on ■‘■\e ' ... •';.»{ c , -< a day, I'uesduy., —Hew Orleans,, 

fie lock, J siting ton and hone, and. a den t see the point- of 
such mileage, with pausing time so brief "'along the way that so 
li tie, seemingly, could be enjoyed in s.uch brief moments. 


i.t. As I have twice written Carrie, saying I should be 
glad to write a review of her book in the Cane^iver Memo, and 
■ s she has never bothered to make reference to the offer, either 
in conversation or in correspondence, reckon she isn t 
in.tere ted, and £ suppose, she will-go into a mild flurry 
that I had the nerve to take up the matter of her book with 
farren. Of course, the truth is that a n article in the Pixie- 
p.oto poul-d sell more books for her in the u ulf States area 
than a thousand book reviews, and, were she of a'mind tho do so, 
she could use re-prints of the Picayune article to vast 
advantage in promoting sales. Put i shall be surprised 
if she bot ers to answer and astonished if she doesn t 
complain to A'obina.or somebody that £ am getting into 
her business where 1 have no right to be. Put even if she 
snubs Warren, I shall.not regret that mentioned the 
m tter to him for I must say it does ?io harm to ones feelings 
to know the gonsciov.s is in order in at least one instance. 

Warren, in the same letter, asks if 1 have pictures 
n nd artiloe, —or rather information, z bout gourds as he 
thinks my suggestion that the Picayune do an article 
on same a QQod one. I shall write him later tonight and 


And now I must do a le ter or two, including one to the American 
Versatile Committee, enclosing the Cinderella-1959 article which 
something tells me they may not applaude.. . 
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possibly a note to Carolyn. Twice since »arren was Uere, 

I have wr itten Carolyn a bout U r color, pictures of gourdq, suggest] 
something be done about them for the Picayune. She hasn t 
u swered either letter and at the moment I dod’t know 
"if she wytuld like to do an article or use the- p.ictures, or 
perhaps both I should imagine she might get c hundred or 
a .hundred u-nd. f if zy dollars for sane bv.tperhaps she has in 
mind using the pictures for something else. Perhaps 
I shall write Warren, suggesting he get in t ouch with 
Car l$n*as perfedtly del ijhted and a liti'le intrigued when 
on opening the paper bag in which the gift St. Esprit arrived 
to disc ver it was in a metal can with an ,c n npnvying 
key, the whoj s business reminding me of-those fancy 
shrimp cocktail canned items that are so delicio.is. -this is 
the first time ■‘■have seen a ribbon thus packed and 
1 shall report further when I have opened the container which 
will"not be, of, course, until -*• have some likely assistant 
to "thread up 1 ' the machine. 

There wasa letter from v ames today but I 
ran through it so fast, I shall have to hold it 
ouer for amore leisurely reading on the morrow. All 
the rush was caused by a sudden flurry from the 
direction of Shreveport after supper tonigh when 
Sister, a son and a daughter and some friend of the son, 
suddenly blew in unannounced, cutting short my desk work. 
prom mes 1 gather that Aunt"illie had 

a stroke th+t made her feetnumb or some such and although 
her heart is said to be intact, sice is in hospital, 
leading me to assume that it mu t h v he*;? from thq aforesaid 
hospital that Kay and she telephoned me. ' 1 ‘hey didn t 
mention if they zere calling from the Bluff or from Charleston 
but i n turallyassumed from the former. It stu.rck me as 
odd that nothing was said - bout a' stroke by either 
Party, and I do think Ay might h.ve penned me a line over 
che week end, -s s e mentuned she would. Veil, 
the p-.tient pplans i o dripe with a y for 
„ st.y, perhaps in 3 hotel, on the i*ulf Coast for the 
summer. I believe James said Farley .old him that he 
and Irma were coming up to honor me with a visit, 

I hold the thought the Lyme week end may be even more peadeful that 


Sunday, May ldth, 295*. 

i t s*tt9'4 artJ % J09\,4 m 8 w 3 9’wt o 'J oJ >M4Ui»;J far.* 
tj.‘. e;'i yjxtbii'*. «ta tools’o 2 Juo4 n ftnoic joe - iu ac 

o*Vi< 4<V. it sit 34 'J b34rooo i\ J j«b i»*Vfr9\)0t b«o b34 \o Juo . n . v* -in 

jl zui i< h .« .. • . ■ • b .• \o et >A iii 

l buc t bio8 b« Ji , 1 s 1 . * 9iw/) oJiu no'u>\ % bisut\ 

VliKiuJ-iss tv.i\ .JA^iiio »i*> * »9iaAt baHiiWBi a*Ae ts ion 

8v« o.‘w .H . » to\ tm 9*>’ili s ? 

tfeiwratuittfc: '• «*“ >!*» ' ,0 'V \lobiuto5i~ 

e>r, e o oli .o 3 -iijiltfcoufiAtl Vents contrib ted their share to losal 
jl 1 1 . doings this week end, the really important episodes were 

, -/us j m i ob f.ti t: a-i 9" ’• ot V- 8 - A ? 101 - 0 

lsti —As you see, ft got the tin ean ribbon out of the 
bb*~and S 6 threaded up thik Machine. It was the first time 
ni i -mo. hi had^Seen one of the tin ssn ribbons and was delighted, As 
io\j for myself,'! am delighted to hade it asl have been 
a..i3 .j! b«a putting ofor two litters that * 1 felt important until 
us M "Sbch tineas something with greater elWity could be 
■ -ekieved-i 1 ' ^ b,!j: 0 *•'>'; oft ,\i9*y* •• 

C 31 \v:9A;j bin o» 10 4* it jr io\ 

'8 8i. 3 a nd And> its had 'bush a lovely rain of the pi*"potnt 

n ,n naf.iety, starting (.bout 1 o*cl06b Saturday night and going 
a i" throughout the night and the Sabbath fording that one could ecart 

believe the raid gage which-regietered between three quartern 
Hi.ir. h; • a nd one inek . Maturally vegetation responded hs 

by magis <*d the gourds, in eonsequedae, real ly' appear to be goit 

pici€€B • . . _ 

* r »* bno* a. »»4 4 ; o'! 

,n 4 Ola Mae Vord telephoned me fPomShreveport tuts 

a* I, afternoon. Ske said she had been taikldg with^tarolyn who 
vhae JU 8 t> noved into her $94 St. PStSP b apartmeht, 

-i-h toi She said?Carolyn appeared to fbet puthyd dhout the writing 
o > of the >b'eoh. I'Said that I thought Carolyn turdsd out 
her beet work underpreoou e of a dead line , an* 

, s\ o. night'have added^that 1 ad really no Judge dinee 

i never \Aidveee 'Mer turn out^ny nriiten word except uner 
«i - .the pr eesure of a dead-line L J * u V J 0 

. 13. JO 8W08 Ot 301.91 »\91 

Ola Mae eaid the reaeon ehe was calling was because ehe 
j i4 cuc > uuon 0 oiieidesrine'jletn$''ei i tepk'boek ahd at she had the 
Jv.4 Be .'f(x 4 ikittee'f*pipu It siting 'it 1 ,' ehi thought ft 'vould bs 
done advantageouely and wondered if I»mdli'ltk§ n to 
collaboeate • I would. She eaid ehe wo uld be down 

»• i± ox :<* ku r*y' i v^i* v ^ 


one 


»« 


; 
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And turning to'that tiresome eubjeet, the Venke, I 
would ecu that a long about 9 o'clock on Friday night, Sitter 
not J. U. out of bed and together with him, she oonbed the neighborhoi 
in hopes of finding her daughter. Imagine. She was eventually 
found, having fallen into Cane “iver, it is said, and liking 
the water she had remained there, and was alright, -hat certainly 
made a quiet interlude wk for J. M. who was planning 
to le a ve ''Saturday for New rleane, Mew-Tork afid Washington. 

... Saturday '• peqt wae.aeant although a souple of gallons of ao»* 

' 'Bpesial^wa* arrived f**m the Johnson Company gratis. I shall fiddle 
around with the stuff to see what it will do for gourds. 

V. J ,» $E!!t 


' e’iJns iW '; !." Ay 4 * s\\. a { y. lU f ■ Afusi 889 »u eu 4 

<»" yL bintm i-' t Aui M o i eo to\ oe t bn ; a*, 9b bit 

< j 'i c ' ' 9 A* oAi bwo« o«\w Vv* >90<VA yUto 

, Oi l ,U 10 H 8*ftHi«. A \0 A'*o *4 liau .&« ..9*\4 9ft .ft 

L aqo' St''- .9L**ii o *l9**wi Ho 'ey Jiou, tlaAe 

attayiio'A ?.a Arena oeooA a.Titt o-i *m yli. h 909 *»H w 
ibort 'isme j-a e . .r j Monday 4 : May 19th, 1959. • ■ -u 

0*1 OiOicii 1 c.t 9i4 0 yi AA'^iiv Koi*o‘W«' gto AoHA ni 

A„AA <14 . M,n'',s'.r o*\ tv®* . . b>te i. b«© ®»**• ft o t n n'i n aoiril ew 
\\tj As 9 A A A * 1 A * -ji* -l 
, 00 A . oqA A*- \ beA?.* 1 '.5 


'Memorandum: 

.4- 

■its:. :,h 


; bite 1 bn© 9 A ft 

eoo 9'4 4Uf 84 *4 A\U 10 AA i*' «04fn?ej'B 
A yare in \> 91*00 A.oA. o esa4:'-ft« 


. -re ** 

I hadn’^ realised 


. baA A> 


o#o»2ft 0 / whieft you ;a i»d,,I «««n to *• jointly astooiated with in 
"making up the seditions Hit., I shaikhs glad if you 
Will retqrji it tg.mq.whenever oonve M«»* as t J intend writing 
to everyone whqse name is^on the list exsept Melon Keller 
nd myself. I shall no get a round to undertake these letters, 

_ a - — .« . J. L. M b.ii^Ii a« • n AiiW +.h m f ni-M if unit find it 


:-'U> 


... H < 4^ 

a In ^ s 

»-• ? 

5 se oar -e 


OH 


Aowawar, /or another month or so and therefore if you find it 
convenient-to ^retain thesis* for, « while. ,4o. to with the assura 
that I shall not A be heeding it. Aqta matUr ef fact, ± may 
delny writing my letters until the end of the summer, but as 

Vet^rhavqn^deotdod. At an>y rate, * have toe much 

cooking to undertake^them at the preyentitime and I did think 
,you ui.uldjonjoy seeing wifh whom we are working qi 


tioe 


. aa* ^ 

Tonight I must write The Last Word inquiring why 
,ope ■.hears, eo muah on the. radio these dayeabout 
J!he lebanontaud not about The Sgypt 4 and>,while they a re 
' * 9 t its explaining fhatpjhow some The, dronx and not 

' Tbejrooklyu. {’iSound a eqt of theBnitannioa for 

St.,)¥athoW'$ cCloned . 80 hool and perhapd'The will do it. 

• art4J 0: * i 'n*.»b a 0 ■' -ic.v.9" 0 "a- oc.. Ii‘." Tan 

..j if listen with interest to thesurrent broadcasts from 
V f .Paris about this lateet freneh political fandango o nd am 
reminded of that line ,<s-,+Was itFrederio the Great, - in 
reference to some other mattert 

e «; t .. i; "J 9 r, 09 ’e 9 rt- bi.b ■. 

The Algeriean eituatiofi, as l -miew it, is serious but 
not hopeless while in^Franoe^the situation te hopeless but 
0 net seripus*-' \i v re abnou; mio yisy s. ay bo 9 «n ; 

.x Vo btu j 'a 0 4 4.8 -j ^ .bU a \ ,9.rae»o4at 00 

And may * again say how delighted fam wtth, the tin can ribbon an 
fk$ik"b%i 9 Hf*flaTl 2 ?.??i.S 0 **y to roll up my sleeves and 


.>4 9rtt Vo 9.'A iiuofti >io« ob 1 »bbo 08 8 Al 

Mow nioe, aJ l 4 to he. tt^t* honest, how unexpected 

report fllom lymcv.tn today 's< post. 0ar.. 

.. 1,11 neeent.wir mail aould have traveled 

oA oeeoo ^Hj^A 9 .x bitt> •eio'e. byeoyu jU- 0 ^ 

yo -i8 4 u -ta ,u 0 AAiw s oi\ r* • V." 1 >. L:,einn no 

. it day I say how, .wuch,^ appreciate >\your thoroughness 
^ . A^ Jrying Jo tfao^^doien th* mint, raised in the. A-vy.' »,*.• 
<Pondsrf.nl,.tlukt you Should know about 
th M a Marts r phone ,koak. in Manhattan*, Ann ■. 

9 tAAiI n tst » * 9*1 .Hi d 0 e 9 A 0 i.fi 9 i\A 998 

4 it A'tf A°d ki dd of mw jo -Jake time out when so e b« p 

pnessed on a 12 sides to d efvq, into the problem I u . s 
brought up although I must confess that at the time I 
t sno Wo 0 ** 1 h fl d MlM betfl conaidflr that pro* bly the i 

ooou/)otion wq.t have knpoked out Message rise -du Ldsbrmw* 

, \t'A d * oa dp .aniKsa t h 9 ).f l , agpo K t,,. etA* bun •St&i 1 : 9901 **4 

■ .et • 0 i. . «:o'.->'e v. ‘e. j.. 9 »\ baAieiu 1 t *i'"..4 -eoA ^..b a« 4 ^. ry 

cu\j M .(• 'inteneptfngrthetiflvai Voltaire is iu^; ■■ 1 

0 arounc.tfc* corner ,/r,<m if, rji* #« Seine, 

, e- hp, reason ap al.Jc, ,1. seem to doubt that, th\ie a ,1 

Aa rtficular Sf , pould M our former a esoo iate, and 3 
yot I •aunot say why I doubt it. As I recall t the man 
was q Pone but probableMd become naturalised. Me-and 
9 *PLjfi/fn W iKfl» apartment on e 0 w 1 .b» 

. ^ . i *?A 0 / Monmqrtre. Along a ,*out i®57, or whs never: - es: L. 

bj.i rf;r. dinSdwith phem in the ip heme,' they A*-; 

tiyi.A L h ad>y 9 lopny mi Minin op a b 9 ut the probability 0 / - 0 be., n 
a” iM«»din|iJ^/. } y|^# A*u«n ojainat thertjjrr a :* 4 A 

0 / metropolitan life for their child when the war 
^ *hey_pad pumhasedta place eo untry stol 

somewfiere down in. the Tor pep pf Montainwbdeom neighborhood, 
but. qe wejpere^tp dieeover within io«PVJ*e©/ a slyu-ft 

$*,9Vjk9*n}*tniE9§l& ahgut waneQ*S9#tUt- j A j uu 

9AJ 88-ve...^ 

^wguld bk oaoupiid and Mdf uihii£,country property Us 

y* ol«o c ff»9<U»M Vidfl* tfirr(**P|rb4b 9»i& bftU'tftft 0 

,09-e L'-‘>oi-a &« oi Ma&e u . \A u:\* f eoV t ..A.ot0 09fc n wo “ffo 

I 2 sHluMyj be surprisedJf their business was never 
re-opened after the war. The only person I e a n think 

«. ■ 

t yoba'euAV iuo< 0 Ano ^HkrtoAort 9 * oA *dyyo aiiltfe 4 b i e'fAev«Q 


H4 


9ieo^ ylij»*e 9-ea yyiiA AaTg is o4 Aon 


tiiw bi oy 9 i'.a 08 
• *e»A 001 AyiA 9*iA 


I 
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business with him in the old days, but "Marguerite's'' 
husband is dead a nd, far as I would le-u« 

only those ifficult people who moved ito the rench Building 
n nd y i suppose they may well be out of business by now, too, 

I shall ponder on the matter a little. Perhaps I 
might eventually write to some house suoh as Mouvelle 
Revue rraubuiseid* borne suehdnd it is possible somebody 
in that organisation might be a ble to help, I know he 
mas known tk.re, a s hs and I Hi a /•» kanispring, ,,, tkat 
direetion although it is quite possible that the staff 
members of that concern may have vanished with the years, too • 

It's so odd, I do not recall the title of the book. 

It in sort<.of thing but a bout a brewn be01% named 

Theo aud?A white'Mar ntmod PaUlai < They had some adventures 
in Jurts, eulmihattng ih cHtottftfoli that took them- 
to theMixi-Movgorad Fair and the thing came to a'elinaX 
on their arrival at Paula's home with a vast display 
of font hern Lights which wlosdd the thing, a*J rtwall. .. 

The Northern High** thing Would h&*e been 

job, I tma inc^ut the bo&k was rather fay 

important but tut bf shedrfs^timdiii, I should like to 

I spoke of our ntoe ratn of Saturday night. We got one that 
exceeded, the l inoM*, all told, of the past Id hours when, 
between IB: 5* and 2:3§ this noon, '* <«•*** deSeeiided updn us. 

At first dark tonight, I visited the gourd garden . half of which 
is submerged wid -the ifiaed looks futing? enough, what with the 
board, walks* float Ufy around every Mich way and thp_ gourds 
that f»ttlli protrude suggesting the topS of wstdr lily lS a ves, 

The prediction i* for rain tonight aW tomorTow, 

itasi %M 1 s.. .*« '' 11 ® r ‘ • : 

bnuJftheoj* Morgan* Beatfy tonight, day Ronald Coleman haf 
died. I was sheeted Men I hea'rd E. Roseoe tforro® eultviae 
Elmer D a vie whw'died yesterday, atXsbVdiny to t. R. &* Jflistsnsd 
to lost night 1 p* news , this* morhihg's and this noon ^jd^fhed 
heard nothing jpenbibmden'that ■Wort, v *hihh'%ekn* odf.- I knew 
h im but sAightly>hut' admired hi*' extravayhritldS Jl * •;. 

Next do or thert Vi henparty *•**&$*£***or1*. I 
beliebe n stneredlUe St hany stuirrels ctuld' be fbund 




iuloq arcoe ^A 


•i svio 


Next door there dh meu^arvy yoing^n+y>-*o or*w. j. 
bel iefs. stneredlUe e* hany stuirrelt ctuldbe fbund |» 4 

observed she didn J like them r hnd would h a tb thin replaced by 
some other deoorator forthwith. That sssm*, to bf^s.local reo 
fsr gettinrttred of new house furnishihgs. 

Smmett and trwidwint Out *o . tfaytki'e th * 
rain b§t dust h a »& flo&ted off. *ut some 1 title 
Emmetts aid *rwins ought to be hatshtng out a tout Thursday, 
so the void will not be so grat if they are really gone in 
the high water. 


ttoian ofr wvLq si ti t Mo ' 5 ' * 4 hoo). \, a-'S “• 

: i-* oz?i .zhttavto sio-’iittoU • fl tto' UU sj/cl s*'$ Aw a. J 

AttoV. ,J i. - ’ ' hit £Lc\ 0 * St y..t 

,n V a .u - Tuesday, May 99th, 19*9. V> * y- 

,9 u s*o'. si*\s aou- a tioA i- *r ? ' r ->^ ii4sa 

.a a* ,':, 9 iv- aoo isssi &a a \t«i ot sain ^ubisS» <o«aVk \0'5U wot a a.- 

f.otV asstiob.uti «.Hiua'->a'6 b*ca 1 - a ot .. zii. > aa’v:o 
4. rt. ar: u»*\4 atoi \.iu« /I - a* but X to ■: \i U Av.* “ bv-kfii 

Memorandum s ; ho--, -ol «j a j '3 to", 

• • 

Weather Bureau promised gleams of sunshine and d - J! ' 
a fcipA o/ 99^ today *ut dll we got wad eloude and mists and 

a thermometer reading of T9, a 

. t • S5 00M9* 

-.-/i , i As the dusks never behave well tfl damp weather, -u 

a J ^ut the* Us their owp restricted' quarters at dawning 
when I found them standing first on one foot and then 
on the other, on the front gallery, after having spent 
the night n broad., . hi. 3r 3 -A - £ ' ^ 

T^csr ..a OJ o -\3 :U >■ -'br o iv- ;: n oot a i t a j*t c 
The pest brought a, letter from Marren, askdng me 
for, information on gourds and sagging ' hie would try to 
contact Carolyn for illustrations • I knocked *•' 

pff.five pages^of gourd data in consequence, - • 

tA* thing, in duplicate. The duplicate I sent * ^ 
to Carolyn along with some additional material 2 1 ' A 
intentionally omitted from my data for Warren. This 
a will enable her to Mnock off an article it} a jtffVt J 1 
_i»d as it will include stuff Warren doesn t find in hie 
information, ehe>can readily sell it t along with her a 
. illustrations,i.T suppose. B a turdL ly- I explained 
11 this to her in a covering letter. ^ r > - v 
?4 „,i lit:. . y. — t si *tu,sa J w io« rt ** a ' '• *> " 

I suppose this is about the third time I h a ve corresponded 
with her in a one way go at things on the matter of a gourd nk 
rticle . She has never touched upon the matter in any of 
'her responses that Jo con remember . I'm not sure she even 
wants to usq her oo or-sbots for a Piwayune artioie' U : - ' : 

nd I haven t been*,able to find out'if they a re in Mew * J J*;- 
Orleahsi.or Marshall «i I can imagine how busy she must As • ' Xj,u ' 
with her nouiof and her book ind aithoueahdprojedte 4 
we never heard of but still, in matterb such as thie,‘J 
think she could daoh off a oard 

, t c As Thelna ihas in mind to use a gourd articleHn the '- l 
Picaypne^for Pilgrimage purposes tin October, I am rather 
anxioub to get this one into' the work» right now and thus ^ y 
short-cirouit the hysterical ladies from their project t">2 
of cheating Carolyn out of her Bilgrimago c, * il '' 

ofota couple of years has given the ladies 
such'a'marvelous Job at a price more f a vor a ble to 


price more f a vor a ble to 
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On the flood situation, it is pleasant to report 
that while the lake between Melrose and Montrose expands. Red “iver 
continues to fall and it is said that Mighway Mo, 1, to the Worth 
a nd South of u» iff, qioe more open. This means Mail deliveries 
will be a more regular, I hope and long since this late date, 
the slow up of Memo deliveries to Lyme has been corrected, I hope • 

Of course I listen to the David Schoenbrun broadcasts from 
Paris nightly a nd find myself believing more firmly th§u ever that 
Democracy was made for the Mordic and Anglo-Saxon countries and 
not for the Latins. Of course I am a 22 opposed to that 
gentleman from Colambier Deux Xgli***, or some aucKsouwting 
pl a ce#uto, having-any, power whatsoever,. Were it o«2> possible 
for some politician to grasp the poiawr with thr strength to 
boycott or even blocade Algeria how surprised would be the 
military Junta now running that province'. Whenever^ the military 
starts formal $ing. policy fo^-Vhe -nation, at- precisely^-that moment 
the tail starts, wagging the dog and he. dogoeasesto have 
much value as a canine One splution of the present a* o 
impasse seems to me might be found in the Premier* >■ ..... 

ordering the top leaders o the Army in Algeria to Madagascar forthwith. 
If they re fused *\as thfV\ probably would, to accept the order, 
the province would be in. revolt and the country could wash its 
hands of the whole j business b^r merely turning it o err ta y ' 

United Nations Ccfimissicu .to: adminis er. This f-of course, is 
over simplication-of' a n impossible problem but it appears 
there will be no Stability, an Sruope until the ruhl- 
Algerian thing is. settled and,its a crime to let the energies 
of Surope go down the^,drain a s this hcpbless mess continues^to simmer and 
bj»' »u W;i\ .'mb )'•-> «»vtn \ ■■ »bu low * lilt: ® 

On the literary fron, I find myself wonder i»g« what he '.*• 
two authors are planning to entitle-their beck on-Marie Tnetebb. 

I like to consider book tipiee and a >°ut the best I have - ' 

oome up with for this volume thusfdr is, —and you will find it odd,— 

:: . ■ ■ ' • » 

An i»«rifan Is Born • w c > *\3 4 - j; -< • 1 4 • • • 4 

, "u:\ r tu » j MoV u 8 ■ *- • 3x04 * 

It seems .ta-'.me I can' see.at book jacket &'-> '' : ' 

bearing a likeness of theAfrioan M use i —only that? with n* 
the title as indiaatsd above super* imposed-on the picture, 
and the .African Rouse^would be, so strikingly \.un-Ametioan, 
according to popular notions, that the title would-h^ae a 
doubley intriguing effect on the, reader. 

bTOO D \\0 *‘ 8 ; o bLcoo 1 *1 i A 4 

Reverting to that endless topio of this Journal, —the 
Weather, 4 was amused to hear today that -when our flash flood of 
yesterday hit us at x noen, a, volume of water suddenly swe^t 
aoross ■the read between-,the--b^mboon hedge and the artist 
house, andolh.i-th* &i'ttte>\CahHtk>z&lamg>'‘th>St\igtre'toti i of"'' :, - z " 
the road wqre like ti ny> ^islands. S-vme.'odycalled .to 


boil 


Wednesday, May 81st, 1958. 


Memorandums • •' w.c.o ->e ^lo.o ?. b® tUm* » a *--\iti 
av.AJ-noJ *5 . "^-*5 ob *\9*\o o -sa.o® &*. looi 4 * ■ ^ ^' * 3r L8 

Such a lovely day of blue and gold after so many 
of gray -and silver. . Maturally vegetation 6f all 
types and datieties is jumping. ° *' ' ” ^ 

’ I wrote Dr. JohnOox of%. S. U. yesterday, * * v, 

asking a bout the best: sort of bug dust to dtave off the worms. 

Quite unexpectedly he appeared ut my door this noon, and 
he laughed when he saw the type of stuff I was using for he said 
*• he had' forgotten the, package he had prepared for me before leaving 
BatonRouge whioh was egaotly the kind I had to hand. 

The post brought one letter which I enclose. If the lady 
had only written a day earlier or, siiall I eay twp or three 
months earlier on the matter of the yourd article, it would 
/ h a ve been so much better. &ut better ±ate~~£han never and 

I n m hoping »arren wilj make use of thb pictures she hps.to hand 
without* waiting for her v tor make new ones for;I doubt if 
she could improve on the ones’ taken last year,. especially 
the ones showing the colored folks hanging gourds up around 
, i' thdt^AfWohh Mouse 1 I suppose 4 she and *afreh will h a ve the 
material* sent yesterday, orratheY mailed this morning, 
by tokorrow and then they can hand ends to determine what they 
w a nt to use. x he Lord knows x provided them with enough material 
to write three articles. As soon as 1 hear from Warren, I 
shall suggest that he run the go rd story right avail a nfi thgl 1 ask 
him for a publication date so that you m$y be infprmsa’ia advance for 
I h a oe Hi doubt-you will fihd the/pibiUris^^rilnd if tl*$ to produce 
half as wbll as did those of last October covering the same 

i ^ ** . • t r . .. u . . i. 


owe gathers the lady is pleased with her pew lqcatioq- : and I 
muetxsay the r ent sounds amazingly reasonable. I never 
did understand Jubt how a^ aPdUtment in the Potitalb a is 
obtained* but'S believe there tf sotie spedial dhannel that.'.. 


must be negotiated suqoe 

i,n b.’ic k T'8 


place 


. c. u 


eooiToy o4 br»a OJ ojt^U \,o e iunc,-6*r 
•j* s’ BiliU .^1 .o LJ ,69nm4a I'esiC. 


tadt 3 ;t'v> bno uofa o ‘ »• 

\0 t.h*o tWil ^0 tti . 8 
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. cHi t ' ■: 


i/ .ft -ft* 


Thursday, May Bind, 1951. 


I 

inhabited by civilised people, so aparantly it isn t 
so much political a« some other determining f a ctor~that 
enables the lucky people to qbta,in a lease on : 

property that, I gather, isn t . being operated exclusively as 
a money eiaking s okerne, --something different in itself * 

j. JIf. left Washington at midnight anji got b a ok here 
. HUlt after 6, -f t'fieri'. ’ JT« .a*H it rain.* in 
• on Monday and in Washington on Tuesday. Me said he talked 
muite n with Mllender and with Senator Long. Mussel 
" says that Erie hap made such a mess of things in Louisiana that 
he has decided not to run for his uiicle ^Gubernatorial 
chair in' 196%. Ellender continues talking a bout Mussia 
ahd says they.gre so fpr a hea#^pf ns in the utilisation 
of ^their natural resources fhat there is no point in making 
a compaggison . 

4 ' .. t t r - j . ] .4 .• o B9M 

I take it the enthusiasm for investing in real estate 
at 684 Pirates blley has subsidedVm trying to think 
what Ola Mae ford really has in mind when planning to 
contact me regarding a took book, .f^is^true I have .... 
some ideas but since she has already published one successfully, 
1 call t think why she is bidding, for my cooperation. I 
shall perhdpb find out tomorrow when phe is soheduled to 
honor me with a visit. , > . 


snaJ-J. pernapo j vu* • 
honor me with a visit. 


. 

ftfttAJr 9> •*' 


tua L 

Tt 901 
ft.' 1 J 


* Tonight fshall write letters to Essae Mass 
the Matched Democrat and the Arkanpgs^astte,^ 
enclbaing tomorrow’s Cane*lver *emo a yout Dr.iMiller* I 
shall be especially g)ad of this opportunity to congratulate 
the Editor of the Arkansas Gaxette, M arry Ashmore, • 
on his dual Pulitser awards and his cour a ge in carrying the 


run tt but I ll send it regardless. Essae *a« 
wi 11 be'-'ihocked to learn of Dr. Miller’s death but she m 
want re-prints of the Memo to send to the various 
Parish libraries, all of which carry Dr. Miller s books. 

And so to work, after a busy day and the rest that 
is always mine in our little chats of eventide •••••••• 


ft bftjtftqo \ji-jr.j.14 i oe ,-vi «t? ^ bseu p 
4htiA0«: 98 i >o •. s\.ui baftoo-.c, 

Memorandum ^* ' 

gi Hr Afrivu ^ „ 

Another lovely day of much sunshine a nd warmth. 

.tV 1 ;>0<lOK { V \> lit \90 

I*U‘sleepy enough to fold up my bear* forthwith but 
a little chat will rest me and then the mail* will 
be easy enough. .ft-i.- i (ti v ; u 

uoie 1 had Expected Ola MasJord but the enclosure will 
z'indioate. how this didn t happen, much to my it/ 
delight, since I had so many other irons in the fire. 

,‘ . t. ft- A& j • ft i•' <; ti *'j .;tJ If;. ; 1 

g >• perhaps she will oome next Thursday which ought 
to be quite unsatisf a otory, what with the Mew rleans 
contingent talking a bout arriving on thai^ date. I 
wouldn't be any good at listening teethe O'Brien-Ramsey 
manuscript while discussing eook books with 01 a Mae at 
the ame time. I oannot imagine what is cooking 
in the-Word section that. would seem to make my presenoe 
ifftXhe' publications of ahV value to a* undertaking which, 
if I >tead Carolyn s letter ’sorr^sptdy, fia* dL ready 
ft enjoyed a success in suoh an undertaking, o Dv. a r 

shall, of course, ask the lady what .she has in mind by way 
of creating cook books with strong purchase op peal 
and then if 1 have anything to suggest, 1 .e\all o- 
push my ide a s forward w"- * jo* »'.uo f 1 

. V . i ‘1 'Hi ft ' «•'. , «\:. 34 — t H - 6 . . J 

i > n While 1 think of it? I want it o remark on i i 
t last U unday , s Invitation to Learning which, under 

c iroumstalipes obtaining at that time in Lyme, you 
3 v v .prob bly had not opportunity to absorb. It was 
x i nbout Mr. Maughm's "Cakes and Jle*f a book I h a ue 
tried to read but never got into vety far. It seems 
that it is a ' take off’oft two writers of -> «o* - 
theearlylSkk's, —Thomas Marty and*'-** * >*' 

ifuy gh .Walpole* i lit view of my enthusiasm Jo 
o a i over Mr. V a lpole s TheOathedral? Lisas mildly u .» 

ft\t so s Ae 4oe. o 4ooY gtiro t;«ift ft if \o #«o 
ft^ftu io cl ‘iftiAJis t atc^oft'\ S.utftUft'6 .loodoe sdt Hi taiVto 
. LoJ i' eo^ ftAJ (ti molt fti \jfeo4ftji'oe b»*.o tiA 
oA* «i iuiq tis.iJ ftJi>tijiftOitoo 63 n^ftii ft. ; ^ b: n’l 

ftjiiiw •'.l* r.o*\t -tft 4fti A our. ob e*»»B AoiAoi e4«o4-\jft4*oA 
IooAob *44r niou .Jtiuob on . toitftuue . hoAiar 

.•fcKitii* *t(sAi to\ 
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a»\? l*O0in»3’.\t »»«\:'i -tot bl'.u 0»»i" ft* • , /.a*. 89V! «< 

. ai ,\uoa Friday, M a y EZrd, 195#• 

a.*.o -.♦titlo* - . nK.A^avai i «• up •< , oA sivoj; h\o-. *»•>* 

liaA'* . syt\ra ; .<• i . 

s >2 ,, : Mo4 p ;; ,nv a. ^aani-.- •! a to-us ah' 

» a .* ( .ii• a«>-> '*t .. j.-'j*•. i* c suf 

Jfemorandtm: >^o \»i.3 . s 

O'" .stiriiv .a. i«' ecus x* L-i. 'o' v sU a", a 35 \ja.' b»Huoq% 8si. 

Another lovely day with vegetation growin at a great 
rate and human beings flirting with death asusual • ' 

a ■ It\jiu O' b9ii .!*■ A •< Au »‘.3'n . -\Q\ aV' . I'iti r*"VT7-j._ - 

The first of the mapy annual drownings of the- season 
in Cane River happened just-opposite Melrose on the west 
margin of the river tonight at 5 o'clock when a little ! a s 
P orter boy, a nephew of my-friend, Charilies Turner, , u 
was. drowned. . The boy was five year so Id and while htS K * 
parents were hoeing cotton, he went down td the edge 
of the river to plaV$ foil in a»# drowned. So often the CaneRiver 
dr ownings seem to run in cycles'and so I shall be not at all 

surprised- if we hear'of more shortly, -t 1 

' 

. I^had a letter from Mildred ( '‘unningh a n in tod n y s avs-A 
post which I shall^enclose if X can find . It was mailed 
yesterday afternoon, I suppose » Met.mother, Mrs, I . 

L a la Mill, daughter of old Alphonse Frudhomme of O a klaud, 
is ##. Yesterday afternoon Mrs, Mill drove down to - 

one of the Bermuda Prudhommes for a frolio. 

The lady with'whom she came is in her too, but ^ 

drives her own horseless carriage. Five o six old ■■■. y 
ladies get together weekly for a d n b of oards-and soft refreshments, 
and so ft had been yesterday, The two ladies were returning to 
_town a> out 5 yesterday afternoon and when only a mile from town, 
their car wae struck by another one going in the 
opposite direction, Mrs, Mill went through the windshield, but 
by some miracle is still alive tonight in a Shreveport 
hospital, Mer nose was smashed a nd her head gashed, her jaw 
broken, three ribs broken and one-knee cap torn off, f 
To h a ve come through-as far as a hospital seems amazing. 

Even as in the case of Mrs, Brandon s eye operation, all the fixing 
that will be required.to get Mrs. Mill b a ok into circulations 
would seemingly not be worth the effort so far as Mrs, Mill 
might feel a .*out tt, I should well imagine fsr I u 
reckon bones he a l leisurely when people are ##• > •» ■'* 

0 n S i , t i .yr *:o est;r * ' b e! r,st a*'* 
a I talked w yth Mr, Becker man-on .the, telephone tonights Ms 
9 ooA x ,-iu iso<\u si bus T9itto«i, os t :;h .**«" ,; Q 

. ill soil Oita *8Q As to\ aoraq no\ 


n n used when Dr, Bryson^blandluopenea -one 
proceeding, ky reecrfing tkotty course noioig 
reads Walpole today. Cakes andAl e killed 
with all his readers", 

I'm certainly glad I am nobody a nd that Mr, 
Walpole s book is still one of my favorite* v * ich 
I look-forward with infinite pleasure to re-reading 
every once in a while, • 

But 1 shall always regret I l a ck the 
for Maughn that hip writing merits but I just can t 

a fine artist but .. < . 

that I relish reading him,, 

‘ “ •. Bryson have hie 
Of Human -■ 
if he will •imply 
en n ble this 'nobody to 


,*imake it, I think him 
I c a nnot in truth say 
And so I a « quite- willing to let Dr 
»Cakes and Ale" and he pan have Of 
Bondugs", too, for all l 
leave nie to be nobody qn< 
ki* read Mr. Walpole s The^a 

... 

j. ii.'sn’ • Titers was os wonderful souffle in he W>hive , 
o .v school at Cloutierville last night, Cloutierville, 
tiO you know, .being, —culturally speaking. Just j 
a hunk of. (jorhum that broke off , Bit* dot on into the 

a river bottoms, last night's doings had its i * 

beginnings several months b^ck when some , 8tr ^PP * 
youth, n a me4 Lauespears, 1 believe, and +ugene hails 
from down that way, too, tried to rape a re ; 

little girl, —both parties being whites, 

I believe the attempted, rjxpe took place in a wok 
being used to haul school children, and the bus ope J^°.. 
happened on the attempt and took the boy to him fa r *" tal 
home and tunnedahim over to his father. This is where 
things begin .gqing in the typical hill-billy fashion, 
s for the .youth?s’father was furious, not beoauwe of 
his son s cpndxiot but rather against the father 
of the little girl and he , grabbed dcohot gun •»<* 
headed out ta Mill the mqni -*~of.\al 1 things. ' 

Last night there was a school program at dleutieville and 
one of tese contending gente took a pot shot at the 
other in the school. Several people, either 5 or 7 were 
hit and somebody is now in the hospital. 

I'm glad the negroes concentrate their gun play in the 
honkey-tonks which seems so much Better than the white 
method, superior , no doubt, to using the school 
for their killings ,,•••••• 
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referred to the hill billy school shooting that I mentioned 

in yesterday' 8 memo and said this afternoon the 
Chicago Trikune got wind* t of the scuffle and spent 
the Lord knows how much on telephone bills, calling the 
Enterprise for full details about the rumpus . *hen 
the whole business was justabout wrapped up, the 
question came through from the *indy City about the 
racial status of the factions and apparently were: 
disappointed when they were informed it was an a ll white scuffle. 
■}jy,TO : v -■' -'-.o’.' A' - - ■ - ■ ■ '*' y ‘ 

in a mild panic about the duplicate of the - 
aourd article for Warren which I mailed to Carolyn the 
other day.' I believe in her letter, she mentioned having 
heard from me., —the first . letter 1 had^written her at 
the St. .Peter address. That one I addressed as 5t4 »ut 
now, after sending another, one—the duplicate article thing, 

I mailed that one to 64k, 0 » appeared on herletter to me. 

1 can't see how she got the first, if it was incorrectly .. 
addressed at SM but I fear even more that she might have 
inadvertently given me the wrung address in her letter ,- 0 a 
o 540 which I used in sending the. gourde thing. It do sn t 
matter at all if the thing goes haywire except that I should 
hve liked her. to have the thing as soon s Warren received 
tie original.. I must h a ve got the 504 from her telephone 
call and possi'hly she mis-spoke?-or I got, the thing changed 
around but perhaps 54# an^fM may be in the same block 
nd the thing got->through regardless. '• • 

° . » 

It's interestihg%C. >Briarwood Dormon didn t rush into 

a ny immediate response to my letter to her a bout the ixie- 
%o\o article, leading melto believe.she is either indifferent, 
madnorpieased bbut in no nood to express herself. If 
she isn’t going it o a iiswer my letter, I hope the Lord she will 
h ve sense enough to advise Warren that she either is or is 
not going to have the pu Usher forward a . review copy . 

There were big old machines dusting or pr a ying peeane 
trees this afternoon in this neighborhood and I haf , - 

Charlie and *Bg,jkeu make a couple of special trips 
up . ->nd ,down the b.mboe hedge, shooting the-stuff into* 
it on the theory that if the spray kills peodne bugs it 
ought to be disagreeable to both mosquito and tick. 

Tt>e big old tank on wheels has blowing power reminding me- 
of the breeze.an airpl ne egine generate iWx*d I figure‘s' 
that the tornado iz makes ought to be suff dent to 
blow away insects, regardless of what effect the poison has 
on them. And so a nother week end is upon us. 1 hope 
for peace for those who live in Lyme...... 


■ 
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Memorandujjil^ - o -> 

'■ . t SlOBS" S.-O 4\Si<i. o' Son obA 

'o Our- lovely weather ^.continues and vegetation continues 
to expand. z ss>4 u 

o .'J it. >•. 1 ;c*\ Uh b. MO-i 3 fcsi » • =>£ «. o I bit. T3i;u\ l 

Of its own volition, the.gourd plant along the front 
gallery climbed up to the eaves and then, instead of going up 
on the roof or turning to the right or left and 
continuing along the gallery, it turned from the 
post and headed along the oeiling of the gallery ■ 
toward the front door. I put up a bamboo a. . - 

pole running from the .outer edge of the gallery m 
to the door of the living room and if is now traveling along 
that course at the.rdd of akout flinches a day. When 
it reaches the transom over -phe door, J shall turn it 
to run, along the .mud wall, je-the same mud wall appearing 
as a background in the Picayune.picture of Oc toberu&th ^ 
wherein I am sitting on the benoh, engulfed in-gourds.. 

When the vine follows along that wall, well above the -i 
antlers until it-reaches the door to my boudoir, it- i 
will make quite a pretty green arabesque againstc ■ 
the pink of the mud ai wall, I ima _ ine, —supposing 
a worm or a hurricane daesn t hnowck the vine itself 
out of business long before’‘then. i \\ in 

Utti » i-, ft BS - : HoiiftSVl ot B. As OH 

Mildred Sunningham s mother, Mrs. Mill, died 
late Friday night and was buried Saturday. I think 
this a. blessing for how could ^she in- hem f#'e ‘ 
ever hope to r be taemfdrtable- agai-n what with all 
■ u . the smashed, up hones f ~~nose, jaw, ribbs, *nee+cap gone 
and all the cuts and bruised^ ^It ought to make 
the License Bureau, more hesitant a bout giving 
driver .licenses to people in their ft's, but it wont. 


a'SoAl’ sttA ■. 9*t ft*»a Hi oioi.n ft AS okuc\ l 

aw'j; ftAS Tfti'itu bftio»Uw- t iuVftb«o<. »a k o- B4\S Asjcc . 

iiioi ft-vftA* bjta-u. iooifcol Si fteocjotua .bfttftH^ei'i ‘46®;©'A b© 

......Aoua ftAoe 30 bosetviai- ©;•■: wmwx# »A* no •’fftASon© 94 
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I was mildly surprised this morning at 7 when 
Mr, Cardinaux who had supervised the covering of the 
Uelrose houses during the past season appeared on 
my gallery this morning with a son, daugher and daughter- 
in-law, He wanted these 25 year old people to s ee some 
old houses , They examined same even as a Wyoming goat 
and I didn t relish this hill-hilly intrusion, 

J, H, had a flock during the afternoon which were 
no better, I was particularly resentful of them, — 
perhaps 6 or 9 ladies and 19 or 12 gentlemen, some 
of them ofColfax origin, some of air force persuasion, 1 
especially provoked at some of them who simply had to 
explore places I asked them not to with the result that 
a>half dosen bees zoomed up and landed on• me instead of 
on the intruders. The several bee stings naturally produced 
a fever and I can get tired enough at honest work without 
having to waste^my'^energies on sucks nonsense as 
v.bee stings,< \i T •»' a '*><' 

hi a «\>i to ■ >\r> t > ' o. , . iF.y 4 -• . o 

I was vaguely floor when Saturday s mail rought me 
a letter from Warren saying he had received the gourd 
information and turned it over to Miss Somebody of the 
Picayune Garden, Depu rtment*■> I immediately sent m. > 
the.letter to Carolyn by *■*peoial delivery so shecoul 
have it today and see if she could resous tt bright 
and early on Monday^moruing^ assuming she is in HewOrleans, 

My guess is that< she failed-to ibstayliBh contadt with 
Warren before heading out on same venture with Ola Mae -Word 
on.the week end. In my opinion, Carolyn gets so many 
irons in the sane fife that she cannot help neglecting some 
beyond tt^e limits of the psychological moment and this - 
is a case in point, t-. ■> ' • ? 1 1 ' 

■ luency-yjo-- » - ll • 

The letter f rom *ames is illuminating as to the 
in estruot n bility of la'Storm-and the letter from Sssae Mae 
illuminates nothing as to my question as to whether she wanted 
re rintS'Pf \he. Lady Doctor article-for ■tbie r arish libraries, 
i v.c i- „ oiTi . i 

I had ttts\,good luck to hear Invitation to ^earning* 
in part this morning, —Varsari's "Lives -of the ^Painters" 
or Li\ves of the Jirtistp" or x whate-vendt iso ailed, I should 
so much like to rredd the .book and'^Ae commend" we- request its 
rec rding on the next go-round. I hope you mya have heard it but 
can .reaily understand if you did not get a chdnoi, x 

I found the article in the new June Ebony, "What's 
Wrong with the u egro M an wonderful, authored under the name 
od Daisey Disgusted, I suppose it logical to assume there will 
be another on the woman by David Regusted or some such,,,,,. 


*!i 


MondayIf May 26th, 1959 . 


nni- r.o or.oi. oo4 i, 
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A34W bv ool viii': 


Another lovely day and somewhat warmer, I 
pen these lines at I#:25 p,m, and the ^ 
thermomter has fallen only 15 degrees, ft 
* now reading 92 which seems warm for this hour. And 
the moon is so lovely. The spraying of the^pecane 
‘trees has eliminated every mosquito in t(ie gardens and 
*Sitting on the gallery for a musicale has been 
doubly pleasant, 

Charlie and Peter came to see me at noon to 
ask if I wouH like them to turn' their spraying 
machine ih the direction of the gourd gbrden. There 
1 is almost as much force in the spraying machines 
as there used to be in q fire hoes and they 
thought perhaps I might object to such a 
for be against the bamboo framework, u ut thanks 
to the strength of the colthes hangers of wire, used 
ih holding the structure together, x taught 
the framework would hold and it did although the 
big breise did start some of the gourd tendrils waving 

The qnclose came in today’s post. I am glad 
' the Cdne^tver Memo suggestion that the college 
young ladies might be included in the Vei'wallles 
prostitutions, as opposed to the"Social Register gals, 
has'been accepted as an idea worth pursuing and I 
shall be interested to learn what happens, 

now that w- 

been 

direction 

it seems to me perfectly natural that at the same 
time an effort is being made to keep ttye regard 
for something other than the power .of money to the fore, 
JL ' a t the’same time there has been a measure of success 
closer te home in seeing to it that the boys who 


>4m; 


jo > 


tip. 


Km T 


1 be interested to learn what happens, 
that the American Educational Association has 
contacted. Tt seems to me to be a steap ih t he right 
otion for the e xtendion of democratic ways and 

Mama + /\ mm «i 7 n+. n + -f h a on m m 


dre exposded all dajj to the poison that is sprayed on 
the trees should have easy acoess to a bath of 
soap and hot water to wadft’ditdy the effects of 
the chemioals involved which the s dentists 
tell me are dangerous to the health of the 


I 
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operators if the stuff remains too long on the skin, 
Health is so precious and hot water and soap so 
inexpensive• 

I coffee-ed with Celeste this morning, Madam 
Regard, being tired, having gone b a ck to bed. 

Celeste was complaining because the plantation 
k'ept on investing in more and more thousands of 
acres while she had been unable to get a man to 

‘ her house. ** 

ves, of. course, 


3.U5 • 
3T 

4 






0.1 


smooth 'off the greensward in front 
* hoeing time in which we find eurpel.. ,, (J , . 
every one of Vod s ohilluns is chopping grass, 

A little later when 1 went to the Post Office, J • 
asked me if I needed a man to lend me a hand in 
the garden, 1 told him x did". He immediately 
sent the clerk to the field to bring back 
a man for me. Celeste never did get her lawn 
mowed. You can see easily enough, however, 
that this soft of thing is frought^with dynamite, for 
* i ohile I wasn t having any lawns mowed on this side of 
the fence, what with do many things retiring attention 
in thegardening section, still the lady might 
feel quite' justified in resentment that one Side o f f 
the fencA could get assistance and another pouldn t get 
serviced this reminds me of the episode of the Country Club, 

‘ftie old Country Club was purchased by a newly formed 
corporation during the past year and refurbished, I 
guess fees to join were a few hundred dollars with monthly 
dues and entertaining, of course, additional, —dinners, etc, 

J, H, and Celeste do not plyy golf and deicded they 

wpuldn t join. But Celeste 8 30ci 1 inclinations 
won the d'y nd 30 one day lust ibeek J. n. joined and 
Celeste is de ignted, naturally, what with all he 
luncheons, dinners and wh t not a re now in prospe t. 

But since everything and everybody h a ve about the same 
vdlue in her mind, the Country'Clyb in no way compensates 
for the a bsence of’a few days of the lawn mower from her front yard, 
^ ~ • J * v ' * ‘ 1 . ... 

In the gourd section, „I 'am delighted to see mulatto 
gourds forming on some of the vines. I believe little Miss Lee 
had a n example of this half dark, half light gourd last autumn. 

I thought d had lost the seeds of this variety but they 
' must have beeh preserved for several vines are heavily loaded with 


to 


«u 


Tuesday, May 87th, 1959. 


Memorandum j 

•i >.... ;o.ii •' 

Another lovely day and everything rowing with 
gusto. t 

j •>. > • t. Ott> _,3r * 04 i . ! v .fU ; , >*' ■ 

The gourd vine I may have mentioned, —the 
one growing along the front gallery,, having turned 
. in toward the house on reaching the eaves, is already 
half way across the width of the gallery and 
will have touched the wall of the house within a few 
days> just over'the door giving into the living room. 

It may not know it but * "excusing a worm", it 
will then turn the corner and proceed along the wall 
until it reaches the door giving into the boudoir, 
and after that, if it insists on continuing will 
continue until it reaches the bathroom door, I suppose, 

Uo.i” ?. •. >v lu >4 o4 9’,.bio s'.'oso 

The ones planted at the west end of Yucca, on 
the upper level of the Secret .Garden, proceed a pace although 
they haven t hit the speed of some of the others, being 
only 5 or 0 feet in height at the moment. I 
think one or two of the vines must be 'ratherspecial 
for their blossoms, perhaps a oduple of inches across, 
arA peither, the white . of the decorative gourd nor 
the butter yellow of the larger gourds but a marvelous 
cream, the like of which x have never seen on a vine 
of this type. I shall be interested to see what sort 
of fruit they be-get. In the gourd d garden, the 
vines are beginning to form a covering across the 
bamboo frames of the roof. Same of these vines 
pre perhaps an inch in diameter. Some are as 
round and hollow as a water pipe while others of 
about the same inch or so in diameter, are not 
round but five sided, —the only vine I oan 
thin$ of being five sided. v ' 

.11 1 "lOU b-i 'J. i It i\ ■ 33<Av\ ..I 

We were honored by the appearance of Dan 
aroigid 19 this morning.'. He feels he needs a rest 
> > ... and says he is staying here for a while. » 

.at ssutti 


o •' 0 0 

. oi 


the young frdit...... 
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The letter from Miss Dormon aeeme to be a little 
more extensive than usual. I thought her 
indecision a bout getting a copy of the *ild Flowers 
to Warren rather typical. Admitting, as she does, 
that the Picayune pu licity would be the best possible, 
she- still says "if" about sending one. Naturally 
I don't care if she does or not except I do feel 
she .would be most short sighted in not doing so. Mow 
many a scribe would give almost anything to get 
his book mentioned in the v ixie-Roto, for it 
. is not space that can be bought but Carrie 

does really seem to sense that a suggestions such 
as Warren made concerning her book was something 
, i that happens to mighty few people with a book 
to sell, and obviously from hen letter, she 
. ins in the market to sell. How applicable 

seems that old adage to be in this case: "Tou 
i t can lead a horse to water but you oan't 
.V ' make him .drink", > 

\ HI* ' ^ I* 0 ^ ^ ' Q ^ kj •• «• 4 •» ^ 7 1 < 

.Tlte maid is getting a little heavy with 
graduation invitations these days and a uite 
a few of my ololored friends are delivering . 
their engraved invitations by hand. Today s post 
■z ,«• . brought an invitation from one of the 

Cloutiers who is going to be ordained a priest 
on Saturday in Alexandria. This seems to be the 
first invitation to such a pow-wow that I can 
o remember receiving. I suppose I nuat have met the 

youth at some time ar other for he inquired of Celeste 
the other day .if I had received .an invitation, explaining 
' that, of all people, he should most want •me to 
be included in the list of those itivited . I 
must say I feel a. little-.ashamed that sT cannot for 
the life of me remember the youth but perhaps 
I shall place him when I ttend servies, hot 
in Alexandria, you may e sure, but when he says a Hass 
at theCUruch of the Children of Strangers, a a 
he is .scheduled to do a day or two after the Alexandria 
investiture ......... 


. i i*4»e>ic a •* v.»: , 


; . Wednesdays M dV 2*th, 195*., t r .< ■. . 


81) 


Lit j 


>=5 8 4-^! <5 if flip E.7U 
9 4 i 


i\j£08TUii 1 .1': 5.' *>1 . :» Sit' i 'i 0 ahS ti>«U 

'i'.-iv' • »*•» y -«W t bs'ns\!.4 

•••1 'coX E.o. si«'4 .ta<t aas 

L'i \ ir.i a'o . j.biuo'd .oil Oo \\o a 

sc la on a..‘ o 'Sc »it>; > ' i. ■ a - .b 

Memorandumi . <%i y., • <, a ■ i . - ‘ * 

51 ■* . H . ’ ... »iL' J i . 41) I. b V 

Another lovejyday but it must have rained somewhere 
droUnd; fvr a, wind oame out pf an unseen aloud, at noon day, 
oobling the air, monei*tpirly from the j96 degree hbght and 
pushing down, parterres of 6 foot canaa and whit ribbon 
grass of equal tallness. 

o se aAs 


^ f'had anticipated going to the St. Mathew's 
graduation, tonight^ net only because of the flock 
of -j,iwitaii one f : . had received , but primarily because a: 

I should have enjoyed being with the people gathered \ 
for that festi e occasion. 

Hut things went quite differently from jgy expectations 
and I ended up by A not eupn hearsing how t hings .turned ) 
France on the day the.Fourth Republic d ed. 

vtj.'ttis seVi its.'S .. o i '■.•).• c- . sv 9t\S Vo sstin Je •• v *• '• 

I was busy making b a mboo barricades in the unicorn garden 
awaiting the ca'll of the supper bejj. when. I heard thp x tell 
oh my gate sound. It wap the lady doctor ,pud her daughter, 
Desirees, and the 'tlew, Orleans lady, doctor,, who? patronises the 
local artis t._ As we.pptered-fucca, j coulcLyheur the swpper 
bell sounding in the. distoiice.^ Xhey,sa$ a while pnd 
left a little aftpr.\o clock ,,, I learned little of. news , 
from their conversation hup,if “><*• ail pleasant enough, the 
vis if made, nod doubt in part, at least, by ths K »» a 
de si rq on-the part, of the % lady doctor to say phe yhadusssn 
hqr name mentioned in my column, t referring to the . ,.o o 
one about Dr. Miller • -it & ii\i noon- '<< * h i 

\0 ebit,A 9.U 3 it <£lt OV*- Ttj’JOQ AS \C 4 0J S A\ i’l S;V. OJ ;it4U18 

Aftery,handing the three ladies into their car* : 

I dashed to.,the big^ouse, -wsupper^ being over, and , „ y »u 
grabbed py food on a:plate and hurried .oyer here, to 
cqtch. r the. 6*25 news of Dowell Thoms, Morgan Beatty u s 
* and f. Rosecoe, thinkingwould sup as I listened and.then 
bath and put op some fresh raipent and head out for a a 

- ivw.u.sst n&MMWd&zwmw&si 


D 


i 
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s v- *■' 

or. i Thursday^ May 89th, 195S. 

. 


Carolyn, oJk <pe </&.* . As efie had mentioned the possibility 

that the O'Briens might be here on Thursday, and, as 1 

inferred, that she might accompany them, 1 was quite suprised to 

see her. She was heading for 01d a onit a but bad 

stopped off to soy Howdy • She entitled until cl little 

after $. She told me the story ofthe no el os 

it goes thus far. It was interesting but not as 

I had envisioned it at all. She said the O'Briens were 

prebhblu t a Xing a- c'ouple of weeks off to go to- n.e Bluff. 

Stwsaid- Warden'toad told her he though* gourds did not 

suffidibittltf i'nte est people'to meritvn article in coivr and 

he had planned only W co uple of black diid white ^ ^ n 

pictures. As I had based the wh o2«# *h&ory od 5 

the use of color reproduction, I was disappointed and 

told her do* to bo-ther’ su mitting a ny of pictures ^ 

of black and white for Uch an arti le .* I think it 

would be better.*) reserve her wonderful color pictures 

for some magazine. 

J ■ * .1(01 81.0' s 'ft®' 1 ■ ' . 

- - 1 ought to do sons work on this machine before 

folding up my beard tohight but •pkrhapd I shdll ’ 
fold up early to see if I can catch Up with 
the last rites of the 4th Republic and then arise early 
in the morning to get ahead- of the sun and, 'if 1 

liicky,.see if I can lasoo a secretary before m a il time as 
*TT c Udn t get dnyvShere with today s Mail, thanks to 
> the>unexpected visitors. And speaking'of mailj 
■< I suppose there will be<- ne° gsu3b y out-going mail 
onFridatyt what with Southern- pfcst office people 
enjoying a Decoration“hy holida although 
the-. Southern Decoration *ay doesn ttxfrive until 
next week,*I-bel-ieve, when it Is (fbserved as~a State holiday 
in ’ L 0 tis fanathe doings tn France, I do"not regret the 
death of the 4th Republic ,* obviously incapable Of governing. 
But the reasion I be-moan the swing to- the De & a ulle means 
swing to the right with the power going into the hands of 
a man and a group of men inoapable of holding on to power 
very long- a yd> perhaps, inoppntle : 'ef doing much harm but 
withal setting the stage’fOr a violent reaction to the 
left which Oould do a <vast a meunt of evil* But- things are 
■ forever taking uhexpioted^s twists dha perhaps there-will~be 
some correction of old evils in tAs temporary power now 


iioY,. •>. " .c ... ) 

v .i'fr \}A<>n\jo*c \o -i. i. csv i«j Aor.i -ui«..n o ,o noc^a « - • J 

' si' 

K) b* ::v s n-iliY ,n notion '• ■ tw. •<:*- :.nv . ■ 

Memorandum t s.iqm i 4 , 

9.a «9 s. " s* ■ k. .. c'v. 

Another lovely day and an equally lovely-night, the 
air heavy with this' perfume of grandiflora mangolias 
and cape jessamine. Tt.e lawns were cut this afternoon 
thus injecting the new mown hay aroma into the currents 
of air he a vily laden with the sweeter odors and it is all 
somehow increased in value by the mellowness 
of the* moon, n » 

t -a t want.** . c• 8i l-i.u -t.. >n «9*'w i‘« *, , 

It particularly enjoyed a letter in 
today.'S\ post from Mrs. Moore. It was both newsy and 
: v , concerned with uews of interest „ especially as regards the 
\ status of poor Madam Marco. ?..s i. • ^ 

U- 9.- -i\ 9*1 «'j*U O -■ ~ i L- Uv v £ ■ 

t I an glad the Matches Democrat, apparently on 
the strength of my letter *o that organ plus information 
from Mrs ..Moore, —sought from her progably because 
Dr* Miller succeeded her as Garden Club Secretary, 
n t least let batches people know of Dr. Miller s death. 
Naturally 1 was amused at the Democrat’s refqrence to 
FranciS'Minor, the Louisiana columnist. Isn t 
it interesting,hop-things can get changed a round in print. 

,.8t V- ■ t • ' , '• 1 

In Mrs. Moore s a ccount of Dr. Miller s invitation 
to^cope to Matches to take over the Secretaryship, or 
hoipever the thing is set. forth reminds me 
of the.trip Dr. Miller and 1 made to 
Matches together and were floored to learn 
that Mrs. Moore had. Joined the Army without tolling usabout 
it, or at least telling me, sin os the po nt d ! - " 

of my trip to Matches was to do some work with her, only to 
discover on arriving that she was heading '8i 
out forthwith for the *rmy. I can’t.see that any of 
this ie of.the slightest interest except as \ - 
a n illustration of the way a little twist offoots"van give 
such a different viewpoint to the reader, especially when 
that reader happens to hav x been a. participant * 

in events being described •: t- :s osj . moss. 

4bn b. »\ 9*‘., ir s 9it)or. ■iwni M :■. .\ ii-.z - -ssob 

j . . . j ;■ sts 1 ai u . is . 0)4 

4* sio.fe w v. V* fiqicut o« b«. • a».• •• *t bA ’ 11 -J ■* • l ‘3iu 
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that I can well imagine on more than one front. Joe* 
was complaining when here around Christmas or whenever that 
Juanita 8 mother shouldn t he ill which, of course, 
made nonsense at all. AS for Joe s ,prospective 
to this bend of± the .river, there will probably be soi** J’«-s hu /' 
somewhere along Fat s line of march «»»c« his mother, Eugenia, 
was planning a June-visit with her son, and with •'oe aid 
his wife planning an identical time for making a round, 
it is obvious that for peace in a household amfro ugh t-• 
with unpleasant: potentioals as Joe migM; juject,. some 
n djustments as to one visit ok another of his parents should 
be. taken into. considerqtion. 

The American. Versailles Committee camp through 
i ni+.h. .onm* nine oictures of Versailles, not too 


which comes next week, I believe, perhaps a round *>une 6th, or a 
some such ■*, 

\Q SI5J . t 0 HUu frut. * a "'0 iu uoU ucou \o 

Perhaps I should pause long enough to knock wood before 
I state that the 'gourd situation looks wonderful,' -—the leaves 
so dark green and crisp, such, an abundance of blossoms and such - W, 

vigoran. growth. , is - 

• ' 

H a d I- not broken my yard stick, s J< should measure •' 
the width,of the front gallery which,as I recall,, is 19 feet.' "ti 
Be that as it may, the gourd vine that reached the eaves of the 
gallery last Saturday and was turned to. it would head out o-j 

toward the wall of the building, touched that place today, 

, suggesting that it grew }9 feet in 6 or 7 days, putting out runners on 
each side of the main stalk at the same time, each of the several 
runners being several feet in length. In view of the s 
smallness of the gourd root system, not greater than 5 or 6 inches s 
in spread, and very delicate, I am astonished at this ». l to 

extraordinary power to expand it vines in such a short space 
of time. 

x lieu;, si? J bs \-*\ 3. ot •'« ’'»**• 

I saw the cook as she was going hone tonight,i-as she passed through 
the garden. She said she was taking his six nieces to the bus, 
asothey planned to go over to Houston to spend the summer 
with their jather, a 8 they didilast summer. Jack Wiliams ot 
is the fathen. Be and,his wife separated about 5 years a go dnd 
the mother and the 6 Qhildren live somewhere around here. 

Jack re-rmarr ied and tyas 4 children by his econd wife and I * ' ** • 

s. .v i*;4 -.co*.- sor.-jV*. fr3\; bt;o \j :3Tr‘ .;x, bn. \j*\oto«o s* 

voiono Oiu. tV.^ZS* frt -iTX 3 0* 03V * *01^3* if OrOTitO 

.sr.o ^ 000 , s* co 9" 
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think this second wife must be a remarkable person to 

be able to look after 4 little children of her own and six 

children of her husband's by a former marriage for an 

summer, especially as the place is in a ki9 city whereentertaining 

in the home must be something of a problem, what with the second 

caliss citisens Undoubtedly pretty much jammed up in ■■ 

limited living space, I shall never, cease ; „ 

marvel at. the way the negro can always find a place for 

child and apparently enjoythe raising of other people s offspring, 

w '■ • 

I suppose the todies acrossthe .fence will be. returning from 
Xante Bonne's funeral tonight. It was my understanding that 
the Biloxi frolic was scheduled to begin the f] rat week . ™ d nti 
June so I reckon their pause at home base may be of brief duration 
unless their plans have changed. As-. Joe Henry a»cb * 

wife are supposed to put in an appearance for a couple of weeks 
of vacation on or a bout June $th and as the two sets of 
S. a. Henrys are supposedly planting to come up for a few days-' 

"before warm weattier, arrives*, the neighboring lady s caleudar -*• 

for the impending month must be quite tight. K Itappears to 

me that once more we are witnessing on a broad front the . 

operation of the luxury becoming the necessity within a very short time 

a iid in the present instance, it appears to he in the matter 

of air conditioning.i Madam Regard and be o mg of the older 

generation, still enjoy sitting on the front gallery on i . 

these lovely* summer nights but everyone else declares the heat, - 

make it impossible to do so and accordingly one inclines to 

shiver inside. Whilp at Yucca on Sunday s, I wear 

a short sleeved shirt bup when I go'jacress the fence to 

dinner and supper, I always change to a /airly J®"® 

sleeved shirt since I find it chilly inside at 7% or 78 

after having been accustomed to highsrthermometer readings the 

balance of the doj/.t Poor Madam .Regard' sits about wrapped up 

in a shawl and slyly the other day she muttered under; 

her bre th to me that she certainly hoped there wasn t any 

a ir conditioning in t Me a ven. o *' t, ; 

.. :« . \>e . o!•■»*»’ 'i- » 11 04 * • • 

Ilisten to the news each evening but understand very little -of what 
sort of tomfoolery is going on in fnris. This year confusion and apathy 
seem to be the dominating facotrs obtaining but I imagine something 
much more couorete will be moving in lbng before o . _ • .. 

c/iother twelth month has passed Qood Government, 1 suppose, it .some there 
between anarchy and autocracy and yet France seems to have but the 
extreme alternatives to select from at the moment and either ohoice 
strikes me as being a pretty poor one. . 


Sunday, June 1st, 195M. 


. aiw i 


- ..Memorandum: i j . >•, j.-.'t »\i ■ ■ o 

oS.---' v: •i'l'.s b9".oe ■ «»:•■ :r i > , ic»u> e* • 0'..r 4 avi 

How nice to find a fat letter ii\ Saturday's post 
and how wonderful to discover such a marvelous treasure house in¬ 
side. Just how to begin expressing appreciation, I know not. 

It was so thought ful of you to give me esuch a comprehensive 
;a . up. •picture of doings, on both sides of the water and it goes■ without 

saying \hat I treasured every word.lt is especially good*- 
i:: t,Q know how things turn on the domestic front, of our girl friend of 

yepferyear and I hold the thought '.that the pathway ahead, after 
such a trying voyage over such a long period* may be 
smooth and every smoother in the days to come. 

,'jmL M ■' 1 . L'.-aA at ■ -> 

And may 1 congratulate you on your effective use of the 
o' telephone in establishing an address on the Left Bank through 

.. .interruption.,.,^ .. v Ji 

ii:-; . 5 op. -.«i' a 8 i dar 68-4 „ Jw 

r, That interruption ms arresting but let me i Before .going into it, 
i . say how much 1 appreciate all the clippings and i\i . > 

despecially your thoughtfulness in making the curd bearing the rue de 
o.:. . 'a ^ Bac. addresssed obtained from the 5th Avenue institution. 

t L . 4 

•ii The ^interruption was m the form of a telephone from the artist. 
Her daughter had spent the evening with Hina Brown at the 
Ashley Kirkland honkey-tonk up the road about a mile or two. 

■\ o- On th,eir. return,* and both being a little high, the ctewcended 

from,the car that was transporting them \in front of Jackie's tax 
house, almoji\t\ infJ'-nJi of the artist s house, whn i 

u.- t ■ ch ether car returning from St. Mathew's Church, struck Jackie, 
j i;o breaking p leg, knots king out some teeth and the Lord 
viiiu i. . knows what all. The artist called* tt. / > .* 

to say an ambulance had come, .to pick up «aokie „ s till oil'the side 

amjiot ii ,6' 4c * it •: A s>*\4 o sliooia'- ^ uoy b-i. oe »’ I 

t ac\o*\ o.' «\oui" oca ei 4 .JruoT» ',,4b &41 f i 

n-- a 1 * «oi 4; 4iu«\ fat.-»a uo\j4li\ 4 t aeo'-qu'. \ 

. . 4 bi n 4 ar ob »Vo4 • a» t 4'tu ai aid' o MuiaiM nil 


i\i bw aiTi 


a-' t>. 
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Monday, June 2nd, 1959. 


,W 


aitu u 


uv 


of the cud where she had been struck and that after stopping at 
the u atchitoches hospital where it was discovered she would 
need extensive sugery, ^possibly and amputation, it was decided 
she should b e sent on to the Shreveport hospital, flina, 
still high, having gone with her. 


1 hope no “sugery " is 


*■ going to result from the latest 

fandango which seems to have s truckanqther hitch, proving for the unnumbe 
time that the path of true love doesn t run smooth. I 
must write a letter in response to the one enclosed, pointing out 
that since everyone was in a creative mood during the past few 
months, nerves, as is likely in such situations, probably got 
a little short. If Franley felt impelled to hang up on 
James, there must have been some shouting at both ends of the line. 

A letter came for Carolyn from the O'Briens in Saturday's 

post, I shal hold it until Tuesday f assuming . 

tha Carolyn might pass this way heading south but progably 

not. A telep one call for Ola Mae Word, indicating that she 

had been in llatohitoohes this week end, leads me to believe the girls may 

h a ve had a rendezvous in that fair city which perhaps 

explains why Carolyn left here by 9 n Wednesday or Thursday , perhaps 

to keep a date for dinner in town. Naturally, I didn t inquire but 

since she was still in town the following morning, itis evident she 

was somewhere in the Parish. 

i t . «■ ift U - .»*'• ' - » *■* 

I'm sorry to learn of the failure of the May 12th memo to reach 
'its destination. I ay told at the post office that an 
important package was never delivered, --an out-going, one that 
went forward in the same post, with the missing letter. Of course, there 
is always a chance that I nis-directed the letter, as I have on two 
occasions in the past but it seems to me that would have found its way 
bac.k by now,. had this been so.. 1 


jfcon _ o,;.. tKjtf&Hoo gid eniu oft ^*t®iBin<i ei»\ eco 

Memorandumt ? t 

.a-;or.. tm : ft ' • • o\. • • •. • -y. 

Another day of lovely weather andjuite warm, 




i VJ1 


a o ift -- 

bsuiu 
, ■' c> ' 


a ^ 


. i u; 


‘a 


H _^ift 




p. or: 

si eeau 
Jos', r 
>j soon 
s' iteou 


a s 

HO 1 


vju .si- 


oe o-t 


I'm so glad you g a ve me the details of the Lunt opus. It sounds 
like something quite different. I is too much to hope, 

I suppose, thatyou beard Invitation to u earning today, —a 
discussion of "My Life in Art, which made me want to read it... . 




S UT 


sort of 199-ish. Rut ot first dark, or r ther 
just ..at therclose of twilight, the 
sky took on a aloud coverage producing 
aglow that turned everything saffron color and 
thunder rumbled to the orth.of us. It is 
said a cold front^came .down to the Louisiana Arkansas 
line this morning, triggering thunderstorms 
in it fore but the front was supposed to stall 
there. Perhaps some of it has spilled over 
a little to make o dreadful static on the radio 
and, if the cotton planters aren't listening, I should 
like a -dab of moisture if .such can be squeezed out of the clouds. 
The rain wouldn't hurt the cotton but its would 
induce grass to grow and that, of gourse, is what 
the planters don t want at this s tage of the game. 
e s. it 5 '4 p.v:- - .. fti. iu ..a,o so -i'o 

0\d prchilius Brown oame to see me today. As 
he had once been Dr. Miller's patient, &£ had sent him 
a re-print of the Gane River Memo. He said he 
wanted eto tell me he had put the re-print fin his D ible, 
along side a snapshot he had of his late,son, Julius, 
which was snapped when Junius and I were constructing 
the secret garden. Archilius said he 
, wanted to tell me that I appreciated what most 
of the negroes Jtf his a cquaintance would never know, to wit, that 
I was fighting their battle for them.,\ He said 
he hoped God would spare us both a long time yet but 
if He saw fit to take me first, He would make 
him, — Archilisu, —the happiest man in the world if 
. He, -God,,— would only make him heir to my heart. 

Archilius *is a sweet old man but very tiresome, forever 
(,uoti,ng the b ible for no reason at all #>u Seventy five years ago 
he went to school for 3 days, the sum total of his school 
attendance, but taught himself to read and vs the 
.,.A-p.oq c' >bmtoV Mi eoiuetalq 
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was his primer, so it remains hi3 constant and almost 
exclusive companion, what with his wife having died and 
all his several sons joined their mama or moved away. 

— t For the local negroes, he is pretty much of a boring sage,, 
but his preaching tends to 'cut doun-the size of his 
audience although t ,from time time time I hear by the grapevine tha 
he is foreve singing my praises. • ■ o 

It 

A telephone call which I took to be fromCarolyn came 
this afternoon. As usual, I asked whence she had paid her nickle 
and was told from Natchitoches. T he conversation c ontinued 
aiXittle when she asked about seeing me later in the week, 
nd it turned out that , it. was Ola Mae Word. We 
never did hit on a date for a conference. I 
;.a asked if she had seen Carolyn over the week .end and she said she ha 
Of course 1 knew that. I told her to tell J 
Carolyn 1 had seme mail for her but did not say it was from 
o the O’Zriens, and asked her to advise me where I am to forward 
. the aforesaid mail. I suppose Carolyn may 

ohave been in Natchitoches but naturally, as it was 
o really none of my business I did not aekit Mya guess is 
it: that those two gals are so busy stirring up new projects, 

revolving about the Magic Circle and belated romances that 
Carolyn s contribution to the MarU^herese novel hasn t 
i progressed much since last I saw her 

1 * • , .. . • HU .. - L 

As I turned this page, a -gust of wind colled the 
air and the patter of r oil* for a couple of minutes on 
the broad leaves of the banana plants confirmed the 
cooling trend but the thunder has died away vnd 
L doubt if much grass will spring up as a result of this heavy 

dew. too • 

— * n ' ' v ‘ 

, You mentioned the Editorial in-1'he “ntperprise. 

Y never did getaround to re d it but *1 have «■ copy of 
the issua and shall run through it shortly . 

,i. j. 4 *,(, v -i i,t . :s <■ 3 t e ,-i> 5 to' , io . - i m 

' . I am still blessing little Miss Lee for all the 
pleasures brought in Saturday s post .• • 


an > a.n -><w 


Qitiiei- sit, 


Tuesday, June 3rd, 195#. 

S3II05 how; r> \«.i t L,uo.\e 
. .v x. o\. JOioV, 9 i \0 n .-0 
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Memorandum: -m i . . t c i -■ n a 

9 ? c . i. t 0 6 .1 0 ** \J i i '• 0 T l. 

It has been another lovely day. Thipafternoon i 
Natchitoches got-.two inches of rain but we got only 
cloudy and by 6 o'clock it was all celar again. 

t O' : * • ~ t i rt e 9T9:U »noU ' 0 3 0 • B Hfi 81 

I had a long session on the back gallery between ’ 

7 and 19, not by myself, jisI should have preferred but 
with Carmen, Mrs. M a wbry Jones and the-lattpr's .i , • 
daughter-in-law, wife of Mrs. Jones' son, btllt a m Larson, 
by a former, marriage. Bill Larson^igofn one of the current 
Broadway plays and he and his wife live somewhere in <• > 

the West 99's, x believe. She's a nice person. oo* 

, i. Hi O*- .TSI. n *V ' oh • V 

I'm glad I don t h a ve to pay for the prolonged 
telephone conversation that took place around 2 this afternoon 
between my desk and 54# St. Peter Street*** 

9A. . • ;U o , ob O' 9 Il4o: * 9.\3 c ■ n 9. 6 J*\. :o.\o ity -\ . 

Carolyn .telephoned, apologixi ng for not havUigw- 
•Stopped ^by here oi\ her wey ty New Orleans yesterday. 

,i. The reason f or her .call was based on the f aot that Farley 
had called her to his apartment andshe found him 
in "a highly emotional state", meaning, I assume, that : ■’> 
Farley was extremely, annoyed that Carolyn had given so little 
time to the Marie Therese novel. c There must h a ve been 
qu\te a. frank statement*-of the situation, as Farley saw it, and 
they, were to see .each other a couple of hours later, 
during which time,.e a ch was to make up hie respective mind 
fjbout the future of their collaboration • My opinion was 
bought and I stated it with candor, stressing the potnt that 
I was not speaking for anyone .by myself . I understand * 
that Farley and Irma, are going to the Bluff as Aunt Millie 
doe an t fpel like coming down to the ^ulf Coast* & ait/ 

What Farley t wanted to settle was-, whether Carolyn was prepared to 
go ahead with her. part of the >book -right away, whether they 
should shelve the whole thing for an indefinite period or f 
9t\ ofr 9 ,VI ctv) iJUt * it os- 6 biu 1 ' o i 8 i Hi 

. .. • -.oio hi etni: bituienftbnu ni>x> J 

L jti-- t 9lbitn' 9*\- iUtq. &i sm rtoi.ia o HuiJosop 8 il 

s' oStqotqqD 9.^08 it) it:.He iud 9oitr38ib .ol ho ob iisi 
noruA tcAj, Atoa ai *9^ teUIB t VOS bn«. .^Ki ilM 

t -u\s o ui.l i Lo Airs ebv-. y 9*-s cioA Tab)-.' , a bit© t 9Toi 

.ho moo i.o-sa 


I 




From the FRANCOIS HiGNON PAPERS, #M-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




9284 


9285 




v 


. »Mr. *«u’' t - s 

whether they should, by common consent, give up the 
notion of the joint job altogether . I strongly 
recommended the latter, “in view of d 1 existing 
circumstances", 

In the first place, from what little Carolyn has 
told me of Farley's accomplishments so far, I gather the 
book, in five parts, is au exhaustive study of Louisifm 
over a hundred year period and what he has written thus far, 
using Marie Therese as a peg on which to hand his study, 
is an account of Marie There's birth, childhood, marriage, 
enslavement, with the pi ssage to Arne ica K and muctf ^ ^ 

bout fighting at Pensacola and Mobile, d ohn Law s Mississippi 
iubble, St. Denis, etc., etc. My point has been from the 
first that this was too much of an"Ant ony Adverse type 
ofthing and that the 0 bharacter was getting lost in all the wealth 
of rich, valuable but extraneous material. Of course the 
book would be .wonderful, if carried through, but it would be less 
of a biography than a history, —biography of an individual, 
history of France in America. 

. • 4 t \. '. ,KVO~l> SO ' Ao 0* ‘ s *- 

That was one reason I recommended that when time came that 
Carolyn thought she had the impulse to do it to undertake 
abiography. Period. I also recognise something which 
Farley can t possibly understand * I suppose, through ignoranoe 
of the sefupt, that at the moment Carolyn, as for the past year, 
has been more or less carried away by her projects shehas been 
cooking up w\th Ola Mae *ord. ^ think Ola ^ae is in many 
ways ,as gifted as Carolyn. There may even be 

a Narcissus complex involved, joith each lady looking at the other, 
filled with admiration at what each sees which, in reality, 
is nothing short of an embodiment of herself. The f act is 
that Carolyn has been outrageously unmindful of her 
appointments with me ajid * suppose with others, as 
witness that Sunday when she was supposed to be here during 
daylight hours to.iake.pictures, some of which were-to go into 
the Picayune. OctoberQth issue. $he was so bogged down with 
Magic Circles and the ^ord knows what all with Ola Mae, 
that everything else . got more, or less side tgcked, and 
I imagine the. Marie 1 herese thing suffered from the same 
cause. As Carolyn needs the income from the Vord machine, 
andis delighted to find someone like Ola M a e to further the 
undertakings, 1 can understand her failure in other projects. 

It's simply a question of which game is worth the candle, and 
tell her so on long distance but shall at some appropriate 
meeting. And now I must get to work for the hour groweth 
late, and 1 wonder how the newly weds fare with all his other 
excitement going on .. 


i 

Wednesday, June ford, 1 5*. 


V.'.i A-.i li.i-.ra i'-jouv o3 ij©. 9d4 
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Memorandumt 
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4 

do- 


... Another lovely day, hot. and humid and clear exaept 

j. 3 \,. r .«t twilight when one of our daily little- showers, came 

along to cool things off even as it has for the past 3 days. 

>i»4 u ii'ji OH - -4 »-S'^ 4d-'i t 91 9**4 .99-! JU - »’• b 0 i! *4. A* 

And, even, —was it beut yesterday, —another telephone 
conversation* with'Hew Orleans hut. this time it was "'ames, 
reporting that things were b a ck on the track again 
and that he plans to go to the Coast sho < tly, —meaning, I 
suppose, the 1 ' East c oast and not the <hilf °oast. He spoke 
clearly enough but somewhere between here, and there a 
thunder storm was crackling cjt such a great rate that 
..- t I missed many words and didn t ask him to repeat since 
it was evident, that all was. in the happisst / world * 
ladovee noreiM far as he and^ may are concerned, and that is all that 
a j matters in that department,- ._ - . v: s .--a 


•■} lb 


. 


o; t /oid. 4» 


0115 4*10 lUliOr V.19V19 90410 9».oi<\ 


‘•O'l 


B.S*. PC. 


1 5 
St ■ 

OH 


I did not 


Oe a telephoned laet evening to ask if She might come 
down one day to get some help or*--the little piece she is 
planning to do for Charles Dunningham in The Times 
.4 to be used 4n connection with the picture of the 

McAlpin House which somebody' had taken around 1999. ^ 

I told her this morning would be' fine and so she ' 
was at Celeste 's at the coffee hour which lasted isuo/l 
a <* too long for both of us. i 

oi;i4on o • 9i.£oi oi no b ana aiv osc, 

But our hostess hadtso much to t ell us about the 
slumber party she plans to attend tomorrow night. Although 
Madam Regard 1 s knew had that lady in the bed and the lady doctor 
to attend her' yesterday t she will nevertheless be bundled 
up and taken to Mansura and deposited^on the^morrow when 
imher daughter will.go on to z Some girl friend f s house in the same town 
.where she and several .other girls will asemble, wearing play costumet 
have no end of fumon through the night^&pillow fights and all suoh 
delights. As.Ora and I work itohing to get on with Our 
3 .4 business to haudj you oan imagtne how doubly silly al^ this sounded, 
d4 . and how impatient we were when the lady simply oouldn t let u« 

.3 .. ni 


f 
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Thursday, June 5th, 295#. 


.*?. i » •••' * »vi 

a0 accompanied us most of the way to Yucca still talking. 

Ora had brought several books on the Stowe-McAlpin 
thing and we ran through many points, after which 
we decided we should run down to Little Eva Plautatiou 
we did, seeing nobody and so g etting a good look at theSterlmg 
restorations, etc., which are extensive but just missing 
- the Cane River spirit, it seemed to us n We then went on to 

thelower section of the plantation near Chopin station and within 
sight of the little hill where Uncle lorn is buried so 
that ora, who had never been there, might get some notion of the plact 
glanced at-Mer watch, discovering ii-wpS: getting toward noon a nd invii 
c me to dine with her, R. B. and the boys at their home m town which 1 
1 accepted and\ it warn very pleasant^Immediately 
, ‘after-^ipner, we did the article which ■ - 

our reference and trip in the morning made easy and she drove 
me back horn. \ • n. y t . ; o 


T a: :.t 


e i 


TC-.& 


vu. . Ve toalked of a couple of ladies on our way back,— 
theisoo ial butterfly type, suchias re. Lester of 
,. .., -i , Milwaukee and->*atchitoches, how much qeleste admires her and how, 

among other values, Mrs. Lester doesn t mind- summoning the 
faniiy plane once every month or two, x forget which, to 
fly her from. Louisiana to Misconsin to . m 
get her hair dyed, s—Ttheydo it so well there . 
e* «i r .. ■ - -e - u:*V-' *\o c • • • • - 

And then we spoke of Carolyn and,agreed that she is 
throwing away most of her potential accomplishments by 

attempting to nturure too many n. M 

porjects at the same time and bringing to few into fruition. We 
agreed talk would do no good in warning herOne hates to see 
people one admires head on to a roller coaster, bound to ditch them, 
without voicing a warning even though mention of 
t \ x such, admonitions would-, probably be but psalms to a dead mule • 

10 ’0 3 T 34 3-' US - >• ' *' ® 

While in town* I\ioas tak$n for a brief lookk^-i 
at some rather^extensive gourd plantings and felt very 
.,r noble in z Ue words of praise I summoned up-.to pointtout their 

^sturdy appea ance, excellence of leaf ,eolor a nd soi on. These points 

t ,.,i • vt merited ,praisf ;bu as the longest of several dosen 

n oijies did not exceed one foot in length ,zhad. br ought forth no 
o • \blooms as yet, let alone embryo gourds, I had to admit that 
* ‘‘in t further down the river the 29 and 59 foot vines, heavy with 
blossom and fruit seemed gigantic in contrast . 


MOJO* 


HO \Jiil8 14*'.'j .0 30 Ik-'.- > . • 0\. . irh 03 VJ” * *J 

Memorandum j . -i*' 

■ Y vj • si 1 c l. a, •••j.U.i ’ . i . s... a- > '• ■- iiitUoiE 

Our fair weather continues but this fternoon,. unlike 
the last three, we failed to get an afternoon sprinkle 
to cool off the atmosphere. It is accordingly hot 
tonight but I don t mind that at all. 

I do regret, to report my first casualty in 
the gourd section since high water. Thisaft rnooon 
one of the larger vines, perhaps 59 feet in length 
began drooping and remembering my disdain of yesterday's 
one footers in town, I find 1 would be glad if this one 
were that long now, since it will i have to be. 
taken down and destroyed on .the morrow to^ get rid of 
the worm that undoubtedly smote it today and is right now 
lurking within the .stem. I started to remove it 
immediately on discovering it but Murphy who helps me 
on occasion in that section, felt so su e that the wilting 
waP merely the heat of the sun and that it would be fresh and per 
in the morning and so 1 mi let it. remain for over night 
and Murphy will pass by early and see if his hopes or my con¬ 
viction is correct. If only 1 could be wrong, it 
is such a lovely pdant and has such fine gourds scattered over 
its ay stem of runners. 

... > . .. ,u •' 

I must say the enclosure of or from James would not 
be so very comprehensible to me, had I not had the t 
prolonged telephone fjromCarolyn a couple of days b a ck. Come 
to think of it, 1 do believe it was on. Tuesday she^ telephoned 
which is the date of fames' letter. FromCarolyn said and 
from what James writes, I take it that Farley must have been 
wonderfully upset, although, except for unusual frankness, as 
Carolyn dubbed it, I wouldnt h a ve supposed Farley was quite 
so fruious as James' letter suggest.» 
f.b . ... j iMv ;i9 L a . . . Mu .r.OOK l >3 ;« HlU.od 

8 j;q o£*TO! r. jg . no ft r '' 


,B» . -M 

>\c, r ■ 
j -„10 ' 8 ' 
- it iii a oi' 


30*. M ■ 


t dooi 


soiH oe u J i 


!W1 v 
.'.003 








From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #11-3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


wsc 


9288 



9289 




, biiii'v, , ^ r. a-1 *V; 

The retu n of the diahes, as mentioned by “ones, means nothing 
unless one has heard from Carolyn's conversation that Farley 
and Kay are apparantly giving up their apartment and 
dirving to the Bluff for the balai ce of their stay on 
this side of the Rockies. If Carolyn ever gets 
around to write, it will be interesting to hear what she 
,A h a s, to say although, if she keeps up her recent record 

of not writing, we shall prob a bly be so, long in waiting to 
1 arn the details that the inhole vhusine as will h~ue faded into 
the background. . 

Ta, speak of unpleasant matters on the 
plantation level, I. must touch on the ex-bride 's 
trip the other evening when, as I may have mentioned, 

’ ahedecided to go to call on Jackie in the hospital, 
but was taken or rather overtaken ,by the stork on 
her way. It seems that actually it, was only 
half a stork t or at least, only half the child was 
born. in the car, that being on the floor and the other 
half within the womb of the mother. And then 
when theyarrived at the hospital, tloonie refused to g et 
out of the car, saying she, would wait until they all' 
had called on Jackie and, then r eturn home with them. 

The othe s, however, telephoned the only doctor in town they knew 
and it was with but the greatest difficulty that he forced Hoonie 
to get opt of the car and enter the. hospital to have 
the second half of the b a by removed. Just as a reminder, 
the year is 195 * and somehow this all seems so incredible. 

I think I shall do a Cane River Remo for next week under 
the general title of Apologies to Dorothy Dix by Marian 
Mix, and attempt to picture the type of world in which we live, 
leaving it to others toii expatiate on how we arrived 
, ... . a$: such a point..,!.) t. a : * » ■ o * « 1 '• •'* ■ 

v ; . h.. v, ««■; V.'.'r ; ,vv. : ■ ’ • r. i i . '-Aw 

I should like to report with delight as to the appearance 
of the sinnias from Lyme. I believe the season was 
a little late.for some of the other seeds but obviously 
it was just perfect for the sninnihs, noma foot and a half in height 
beginning to bloom with abandon, some lovely white ones, some 
purple a few orange and some scarlet ones, and might pretty 
they look, dominating the upper terrace of the secret 
garden. It's so nice having these greetings from little Miss Lee 
each time I pass that way...... 


Friday, June 6th, 195M, 
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Memorandum : 

o »\ ■ ‘ -• i 

Another fine, hot day that, even as Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, cooled off in the late afternoon, --this time 
without rain, so that tonight will be wonderful for sleeping. 

. 'c . 'j v\ ■ i 

I bestirred myself at 4:45 this morning, being 
curious to find out if Murphy or I had been right about the 
inevitable death of one of the prise gourd vines a Ad 
to< my enormous satisfaction f in the dawn s early light, I 
discovered that Murphy had been right and I wrong in 
giving the vine a one night 1 sasSfiisssxx stay of execution. 

The leaves were as sturdy and firm as all their associates on 
the neighboring vines but when the heat go turned on about 
19 o'clock ,<they began wilting alarmingly again. When 
Murphy .had examined the vine oarefully agdin and again A - ’ 1 

had been unable to discover any tell tale evidence of a worm “ 
within the stem t I took the case under advisement a little more 
seriously. Within an inch or two of ground surface, one i 
or two. of the le a ves had withered away and one 'had fallen off. 

his frequently happens when humidity is high for a proldnged 
period. s-There was a great deal of moisture all around the base 
of the vine^ obviously 'cosing from the place where the 
stem of the fallen leaf had been formerly. I concluded that 
perhaps the unusual pressure of descending sap kight have • 0 
forced this opening and that the entire vine was bleeding to death 
through this opening. I'accordingly rounded Up some b&idagee 
»■ and wrapped the vine - in such a fashion' as to close Me opening 
at its base. I shall be i. patient for the morrow's dawn's early 
light to see how my patient > if alive, is faring, and if the 
diagnosis and treatment appear to have been correct 1 -shall 
report my tendings to the gourd society. 9As , j- 

Mr. Beckerman telephoned me this morning, inviting 
i', ime to go with the Reckermans to St. Franc is vi lie and * 

Lafayette for the week end. I thought it very kind 9 

Qf him and neither of us" were shocked My my negative response. 

,$e . V 9A* i\S O' 1 * i s .Btoou 10\ 31 ‘J U ■ 0. i5 01 OK Si 
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Sunday, June 9th, 1959 


The mail brought nothing of interest aitnougn i 
h a d expected one or two letters from here and there, perh a ps fr i 
Racine, the place, and "arren, the man, 

I hope the Register-O'Brien, Ramsey households are 

rocking along alright, : . ' hnnk . 

interruption . a secretary, en route to a bell at the honke 

tonk, passed t\is my and I ma<{e the most of the °PP° rtunit V 
to get Professor-Connaly s address on a n envelope since the 
oi\e he enclosed for my convenience was stuck so tight 
it couldn't be unstuck, 

I enclose tliat correspondence herewith although it 
m a y be of scant'interest but will at least keep you a breast ; 
of things . Los Adios.i I might add K is abouthalf way between 
Nate hitochee and U a ny a nd the neighboring Hodges Oardens, . 

'Only a flag pole marks th#ht., ralong with a marker, of the 
‘one time capital of Texas, \ >'• 

Reverting to the fandango currently in progress in the 
three households' mentioned just before the interruption. 

In We first .place, it seems odd to me that only a birthday 
card should have come to hand from the O'Brien * since Heaven to 


Memorandumt r 

Next to the 19th of June , { the Sth is the day 
everyone locally is most interested in the weather. For 
today is St, Medpr when, according to common superstition, 
it will rain for 49 days if it rains today. And so many 
people, including the local planter who, somewhat 
like his mother, spurns the notion of believing 
in ''such things, is, nevertheless, greatly, relieved when 
signs point favorably in the direction of the 
rules as laid down > local folk lore. And today 

the sun rose on a 'cloudless sky and not so much as 
a veil of whitness appeared to intensify the blue. And 
naturally it is quite Wrn tonight and my bandaged gourd 
vine looks a littfe tj.red after so much boiling sun, 

Joe Henry arrive a little after 7 tonight. He said he had sto 
in town and called his wife, Juanita A,, who told him 
that her mother had been taken from the nursing home to 
the hospital, having suffered a heart attack, I suppose that 
will put a crimp in Juanita A,’s plans 
to get over here during Joe s stay, Mrs, Anderson, 
her motherj is $horf, perhaps a little shorter 
than Madam Regard a?»d exceedingly thin, weighing 
around 75 o4 99 pounds, v perhaps , I suppose 
lack of surplus weight is advantageous in heart cases, but 
ip spite of all one hears on that score, 1 assunq 
tUe.pe must be some point , below which gpy_ patient must 
be at a disadvantage if too thin, s , ;• 

< biu>toliqe itovsoo eo 

Saturday Is post wasn't much but you t 

will be interested to hear about Weeks Hall and I'm glad that 
Pa iaey in the Hell has written a play for me re ly t . having done so must 
be a source of great satisfaction to her, especidL ly in view 
of her enthusiasm about writing anything, I can think 
of n,^ one in this branch of qnde a vor . ^ 

whom I should rather see succeed for I think her life 
is inclined to be on the drab. side, ahd success in any writing effort 
give 1 her a tremendous lift, 

»S! V 660. Lt* 680 «U U* 6 0T6. . 0- V> >■' .V> 

*0 0«t *V b03 -.1 «<•■ 8i-.0 ! 

ruoff - o 8*ii no\ Aguoitt Hut si 

t, i.i oc lu.^srcoe wov.t oj o. i-t » i ud 8'<nsJ 

0- .U«*V» * bWd 1 

bituo\ 68^ csi'bi aii f i i lstoiV v,1CED3 ' aoW 


complete its prbit for a number of ypa.re before coming into view 
gain, so Carolyn's course across the sky of * riendship biases, 
and is now about to disappear for years, as it has in the past, ■ 
ns Mr, Belle, and I don t mind, were it not for the feeling 


a 3 Mr, Belle, and I don t mind, were it not for tne jeering 
I h a ve that she is currently in the process of burning herself 
out and thus robbing herself and the world of virtues worth 
preserving, in spite of their erratic nature. But perhaps I 
am like Miss Cammie worrying about Miss Sally's health when everyone in 
truth, as Tine has proven, wouldput everyone worrying nbout her in 
the shade. And so a week closes and may the week end have 
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• I qvt some "learning" out of this morning a 
Invitation to Learning. I laughed to myself when the bditor 
of TheRcporter magazine, through a slip of the tongue, 
which he corrected, addressed Lyman Bryson as Dr. Bryson, which 
Lymzn Bryson actually is, I am sure, hut apparently 
one of the rules of that program is never to refer to anyone 
by making use of their academic handles. i I suppose 
' tie reason may be weDl taken since it might frighten the dasual 
•listener into assuming the subject matter m the doctor s hands 
might seem to be a little "boo profound 
• 

If yo\* heard the symposium, you will recall 
it was about John Chapman, an American essayist, 
who died in 19 35. » I ‘ . 

had never read Chapman and so was delighted 
to learn something a bout the man • ' 

. Last night a salamander, armadillo or some such, probably 
m a king his home under this house, got to digging in 
• the garden to the west of Yucca where the znniab 
are growing so luxuriantly in front of the 
elaborate gourd trellis. I am enchanted to r eport 
that the digger concentrated on the gourd vine roots 
and not on the dnnias for I can afford to lose a 
few go-urd nives in almost any quarter of the /irdens 
but I should be resentful of the 
maraudings',' had they included "the old maids , 
as the colored folks call thevt-,—zi nnins. 

j; i . S'. . • ■: -' 

I read a little last night from Charles 
, Henry Dana's "Two Years Before the Mast", a 

book which has been kicking around on my holding ‘shelf 
for some time. Dana, after graduating from Harvard, 
had the measles and nearly lost his sight so he took 
a j'ob as common sailor to, build up hip health and give 
his eyes a rest, traveling by sailboat from 
■L Boston soutwaTd to Cape Horn and up the 

west coast to California where months were spent in trading 
in hides to be brought" b a ck to Boston. I 
v believe the two years thus spent were 2*35 and 
2#36 when California; Of course, still belong to 
r Meixeo and what Dana has to say bout most of 
the places visited, — Santa Barbara, San Biego, 

Monterey and so on wouldn't he likely to find modern 
Chambers of Commerce in those places using the 
auotations on their letter heads today. The book 
is dull enough for one like myself, ignorant of nautical 
sailing terms but I m glad to know something a bout a book 
I have heard spoken of so often. Bo hope it 

was pleasant wherever little Miss Lee found herself this week end, 


Monday Morning, June 9th, 2951. 


ai »A S'. L z o o ';/ p. 0^. 

•<•*. »» k *V. . - »v> i o 

Memoti -ti V ‘‘ z 

/ i • >j■;> ,ot »?.'j i 

, On Thursday or Friday, last past, I forwarded by 

regular mafi, a letter from Professor Ernest Connally, 
University of.Hlino.is r Urban a , Illinois., together with 
a carbon copy of my response. 

When this re a ches your true hand, wo.uld you be so 
friendly as to confirm or correct my impression of the data 
in one. of the Connally sentences regarding the Governor s 
House at Los Adios, giving the date of its building 
s 17Z>7, and the date of the sketch f the house as 176S, 

%he sketch reported fry Dr. Connally os being in the 
British Museum . Don t bother to send back 
the letter but merely say Yes if my memory of the dates 
h re correct, or correct my memory if it is at fault. 

, b«f> ‘ O' > '..r 

Also, —and there s no rush a bou this, —do you 
recall the article in Life Magazine, referred to in my 
letter to Dr. Connally . I saved my copy so carefully, 

I cannot find it off,hand. I thipk the title of the 
n rticle. was The American Frontier pr some such, and it seems to 
le it was in an issue of Life Magazine along in December 
of 2955 or. 2£56. If you chance to h a ve s ? ued 
' that article, 1 shouli be glad if you could *«22 

.me the precise date of the issue of Life and if one is 
obtainable from Wilson or some such, I should be delighted to 

no • h a ve a copy • ?> s ■>. 

.b« 

1 It occurs to me ’ 

Of course ope never knows, how Warren will re-act 

o ssiir • '• i 'o \|i«o »*** eoi '- K * A *. 

? , ■ CKO,- c JO % *\». .. t* JX 

»A «o .M A ous WHO® no «'■ 

.o \ji*"006ib eii'3 

.. , ■ '• •' >U ■ HOl' '• “V ^ !l - • ** 1 
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to subject matter, hut as he is interested in 
architecture, he might well he fascinated hy 
the Architects' Puzzle, when an article about 
these three houses, two of them having been 
situated in Louisiana, and of these two, one still 
extant and the other\ so historically notable, as being 
or having been the capitol of Texas, plus the third which 
is also still extant, -r-tke one in Cahokia, Ill• 

. ft&J. • 

I may do a rough article for theCaneRiver Memo right 
away, which Warren will no wee, but I shall 

save the carbon copy to go with the illustrations, preferrably 
for October pu lication in the Picayune « 

si ' ■ ■ t * •-' 

I send this memo by air mail, not because of any 
rush in my wish for the data, but for the two reasons: 

ta.'i use sir v. . z- i 

A: so that you may correct me on the dates in the 
onnally letter when it comes to hand and not 
have to dig it up, and , 

- a • !l ft- a*!# 1 ' -» 

B,~ so yoikmay hav leisure in the months ahead in 
considering, the possibility sf tracking down the 
Life Article, should, you stumble across it any time 
during June, July, August or September „ 

■ , •> : • vie* Hi - .. > • si. 

And if you don’t discover, it, it will be dL right, 
for I can talk enough''about it without consulting it 
d* yway> but it seems to me that in the event, —and that 
is only a chance, that "arren should be interested, the 
knowledge as to whence came the Cahokia illustration 
would make for greater interest and, by this same mail, I 
a m writing Professor Connally, asking him if I might 
h ve a photo stat of the British Museum sketch 
of the Los Adios . As you know, 

the Los Adios site is only about: 15 miles West of 
Natchitoches, still in Natchitoches Parish, at a cross roads 
with store, now called Robeline, or some such name, on the way 
to M a ny and dodges Gardens,, as mentioned in my 
recent memo, In the end, this discovery of the three sister 

houses may create as much interest*and speculation.as the 
African Souse ana iuccq will be more sought after by 
architects and laymen than ever before ,••••••• 


Memorandum: 

s • i .** - j - , 1. 4 8 i J SM..—• '■ 1 -O.uVJ • U 'it .'O ' *-• 

A,lovely day, a li ttle hot, a dab dry, but withal. *• i 

vely*zm t .o , ■■ ' ’’ - c 

V ■ . ■ . . . J-i HO u: i i: 


lovely*?, jiii * A 'o 

;;o 1 u i.s ^ 4 ftd 


01 '.. os 6 

b 2 
ll 1 i\ 3 o i; 


0 8 TO 


;n ■ *;: « -J • ■ ' _ 

Last night Joe a enry told me he was leaving for. v 0 nroe 
in the morning,fright after breakfast", Pat and his wife 
had invited uJoeitpsdinner at noon and he had accepted but .v 
he appeared here for dinner at noon and,■ I am told, got off 
for Conroe at 4:39*. t, : “ ft i t- r - ■ t * * 11 * 

1 'l had gar. off an air mail to Lyme this morning but t 
in view of information coming to hand tonight, I shall 
probably go ahead with memory service for a brief article 
itf the Cane River demo and then do something more scholarly -oo 

in earl y autumn. . t 

, . ’ I'.O i •- '• ‘ 

Mr, Beckerman telephoned at 7:19 this vening to ask if he 
might see me at 9, Me could but was held up by some town.meeting 
and didn t arrive until after 9, I pen these lines somewhat i 
after midnight, . i> . t -' ■ r.i i ti i «. 

• *\c a e•. i . i \ii ■ • ya v>' .4 &8ft»i* & n- 

While in South.Louisiana, he had seen Lionel Jeanmard who had 
sent me a bottle of^sher.ry by d r, “eckerman, which the -u. 
latter delivered* While in Ne.w Iberia,.Mr, Beckerman had 
tapped on Weeks Sail's portal but the servant^said Mr, Mall - 
mas seeing nobody, Mr. Beckerman regretted thiwfact, remarking that 
he was a friend of jhine and had hoped to bring greetings. That opened the 
door promptly and Weeks got out of bed to sit-in a chair, .Mis 

side seems to be useless to him. Me spoke of his own i 
iminent withdrawal from this world, assumed TheShadows . would bee-: 
torn down as nobody State or national agency would'accept it a n a gift, 
and said he had but two primary concerns as he faced the inevitable, first 
that he was having difficulty in providing an annunity for his old servant 
and sccoud, he was worried, as ta .what wqs to become of me, ( I take 
it Weeks must fcv* been, in a frame of mind since he couldn t possibly 
be too concerned about-jutunless, perohance he has mulled over the 
poisibility of entrusting TheShadows into my care, but that is 
only a guess. Mrs, Beckerman, 1 A 1 o was alone with him, said he thought 
he looked as though Neath were just around the corner. 
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Then Mr. Beckerman went on to talk about local matters. 

Thedtizens Council has so successfully engineered Natchitoches 
merchants to withhold their advertising th from The nterprise 
that nothing remains but for the Beckermans to dispose of it. 

Some gentleman from the neighborhood of Knoxville, Tennessee, 
has an option on it which is expected to be t ok e n up on the 
15th of June, It is possible, therefore, that this 
coming J Thursday s Cane' River ^emo nay be the last,,although 
Mr. Reckernan said thegentleman,*a Mr. Lakorde, m taking 
the optiom asked but for..two things that could be . 

guaranteed him, to wit, that The Enterprise should retain the 
fancy photo printing machine it has used for quite some time, and, 
secondly, that the Cane River Memo be continued. "Mr. Beckerman 
said he could grant,the first request but could saying 
nothing about the second as that was entire ply up to me. It seems 
odd that if the man plans to take over the business by the 15 * h <>. he 
hasn t written or appeared, a lthough he did pay a-thousand dollars or so 
optic r^U. ,, „ v , ;? 

Mr . Beckerman 1 8 uncle who is heavily interested in d f in f 'r 
printinq house in Manhattan, wants the Beckermans to come to New York 
and, as the man is in his 7%, for Mr. Beckerman to -actively interest 
in the business but Mr. Beckerman is hesitant as he prefers 
the SFuth all the above talk and stuah besides, you can readily 
imaaine that after beginnin my day at 4j3§ this motning, l am 
really beginning to get sleepy al though there will be much to study a bou 
before going 'to sleep. , 

Today'email wasn't much but the enclosure speaks for 
itself . -I shall ask the Beckermans for my ftle of theC. R. M., 
and I shall continue a weekly article whether i is printed or not 
so that eventually a book on the °ane River country 'may be constructed 
from same,, don't you think so. » f 1 . ' • 

o wind now I must knock off a note to James and to Lionel and then 
start folding up my beard. The night is so lovely, the stars so bright, 
I should relish a musicale before flattening out but perhaps 
I would do better to put that on my calender for the morrow . 
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Alors, Bew^hateaux des Rois de France arrived in this morning's post, 
and may 1 tell you how delighted I am. with the whole business. 

\o -iftiooi',, ftiW i .. . v +r MuJii-ioS' t :V i; - 4ti ft io” 

Many of the ts photographs .are new to me and some are like 
old friends, long familiar and exuding a happiness that only a likeness 
of scenes long loved can evoke* r - < s 

O ft. • C. ; -fto •• t*\ Mod v . ft'■ o . t b'\o 080 ft t o. . : . 

I am especially delighted that some of, the earlier photographs used 
inEdtion Tel h a ve been incorporated in this volume for they embrace 
some of the finest I have ever known on the Versailles scene, 
especially those of the fountains. The most arresting pictu e of 
a ll is the one of the interior scene in the big chateau, —the 
gallerie des glaoes, the / effect of which is so arresting that- 
I had to take ,a second look to see if I was in the right place. 

I think the way this-distortion has been achieved may be attributed 

to the unusual position which the Camera had been elevated, either on a ladder or 

scaffold, so that the lense must have been at- a bout the point where the walls 

of the gallerie join the ceiling, perhaps 89 or 59 feet above the head 

of anyone entering,the gallerie on foot. instead of 

the walls, windowsand glaoes seeming to be of unusual height, 

and a ample semi-civckkar ceiling joining the wals together, the camera, 

having been so htgh to make the shot, gives the impression that 

the walls and windows are low but the ceiling so vast that it well may be 

the encompassing dome of heaven itself, limitless above 

the measurepble globe of earth -below. 

ft • ,i.v t ■ < ■ '-O' lLi i « 

I just notice that I seem ,to have achieved a supper-Denholme 
margin thus far. on this page and ■“'apologise while hoping 
thatthe words didn torun too J tw. to the left as to make them 
unreadable. vi .* v - « • V • l * 1 ' " ,i - 

1 H • ftJ’O'iq t 8.i :ft • - <■ hi;. 8V5 1 ft- . • • • ' ■<*■ V ^ 

The air picture of L hantilly is--.quite unique and ^pr esents a 
relationship as .between building and garden that is wonderfully interestingi 

. u b»$' m )Qr i.ft', ■ ■. *\ sft ■ 1 

I e>spedaily like the ChambortL senes,too, especially to roofs, 
and the interiors, including Blois and Amboise shots strike me as 
'wonderfully clean. < This gift \ia going, to afford me so many happy 
moment -of contemplation in the days to come as I ga*e at each reproduction, 
through whioh I shall see little Miss lee and Lesion on Pilgrimages 
to 'all these places, and I 11 love every step. 
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Iod a y's post brought letters from 
James, Robina.dnd, --of all people, —Carolyn, but all the 
secretaries somehow got lost avid so 1 shall not get a round to 
explore the contents of any until the morrow. 

Just after 7 this evening, ± had assumed a secretary 
had arrived when a Knock came at the door, but it turned out 
to be Carlton Brown, bearing ice cream. It seems he had 
been with a crew spraying pecanes today and had been on the far 
side of a b a mboo hedge hidden from Celeste and me where 
Celeste was, in guest, presenting me with the flower of 
some week which I had accepted^by saying something a bout 
how appropraite was the gift, as a birthday present. 

From this, Carlton had assumed it was indeed my birthday, 

and so, at the close of day, had gone a nd bought ice Scream for a 

little party, Fortunately, Ora had brought me a banana cake 

the other day, and so Carlton and u I had cake and ice cream and everybo 

was happy K ail around, I suppose arolton is about 17 

and so tall he has to stoop a little .when going hrough ii. 

the smaller -doqrsways in this house, suppose he must * 

be over 6 feet, 7 inches,'. Be has the unqiue distinctiin of 

having been born 11 months after the death of his-father, 

Elam Brown, which is certainly carrying .this post-natal i 

business to x an extreme. So far as I know, he has never been 
in jail more than once, —that for stealing pecanes, anddoes < 
quite well for an over,-grown child with a -somewhat insane mother 
and no father, Anyhoooq, he audot are good friends, •• 

and I wanted to share this detail of my birthday with ; 

you eoause you had initiated the celebration by the Chateaux 
in the morning .post while the'ice <cream had finished it 
off at close of day, os • '4 4 «ci -t . <■ 

r A •'r.v* o a ■ -.h -» '.>»• *••4 

On the State scene, the legislature is in an uproar. It is 
dominated, of course, by hill billy politicians, the leaders 
being members of the Citizen's Council, which seems -to be 
a 195S name for what in the 1989's was call he JTu Klux Klan, 

They were infuriated yesterday when, in opposing their segregation 
legislation currently pending, they were presented with a 
list of 59 L, S, U, teachers and 611 students, protesting 
or rather expressing no opposition to intergration. Tomorrow 
these members of the Legislature are goin to haul the professors 
before them to discover how it is the teachers have been "corrupted", 

. The te a chers, of course., may lose their jobs, juntas Mr i Beckerman ma 
\ lose 'The Bnterprise but while the rabble rousars win momentarily, 
the inevitable tide of decency will eventually •Submerge them, 
and one only regrets that the true of heart should have to be 
i sacrificed before thebrewers of racial hatred are sweptawdy..... 

. r. y '1 1 iOO L 1 t 89'' i ( ', 9»' L ' 
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Less Chateaux des Rois de France continues to 
n delight me no end and I look forward to many a 
pleasant hour turning through the pictures of 
places so dearly loved for their past and equally 
precious for their promise of even happier 
tomorrows. 

j • . ■ • 9f.iJ88 . ■ ci t: ■ 9.‘ • 

Our weather continues fair overhead and high 
on the thermometer . I guess I fwrgot to 
mention that last night the first liquid 
spraying of t{\e season by air planes was 
carried out all over this neighborhood last night 

. 0 »d today I never saw so much as a blue jay, always 

x so plentiful although I did hear the 

red headed woodpecker, —"the peckerwpod", as 
the colored folks call him, tap a couple of times 
on the dead limb of. a big old pecane in the 
iris garden and I noticed a wren venturing 

out from her nest in one of the gourds on the front gallery, 
il believe, however,, that most birds take to distant 
feeding places when the poisoning season begins 
although perhaps, like the wren, they somehow 
manage to come back on scheudles to the nest long enough 
-to keep the eggs warm. Of course there are 
no inpects of any sort to feed on me or for the birds to 
) feed on, in turu> which' certai ply must make life seem 
might trying^for our feather friends. 

.4 J j • 0 . ' '.1 • v T 9 

The enclosures speak for themsleves, and so far 
as throwing much light on what sort of a fandango 
is going on in the domestic section of the O'Brien- 
■\o Register relations le a ves much to be conjectured. 

Carolyn's letter Sounds as though things were so fraught 

< with major difficulties ahead put I don 0 t find 
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anything alarming in the communications from ^ames, 

4s you are as much acquainted with the eet-up as I, you 
a re prob a bly in as big a quandary a bout it all as am I, Of 
course my problem is whether to write ^arnes 
to be on his guard or at least to guard himself 
against surprise but I a m under the impression 
my letters may be read by others on occasion and 
putting 3uch advice into code that can be "put in all mains" 
and still not comprehended is quite a chore, but one which 
I would gladly undertake if I felt I should 
sound „ bugle If someone would only derine the 
line separating the minding of one own business 
a nd the responsibility one must assume of warning 
the unsuspecting against pitfalls, I should certainly be 
a ppreciative, . - 

, J ,u\ le. i. j . .‘I 

One of the Wenk boys, John, who left 
: here on Saturday, returned today after having tried 
a Job in Shreveport and deciding he didn t like it. 

The other boy, Lloyd, is due to arrive tonight, I 
believe, to spend tt*e~ summer also, 

I suppose Joe henry will be returning fromConroe any day, 
with or without hi3 wife. 

Carmen telephoned this afternoon to say 7 helma 
had just dropped in to see* her, reporting that her gourds 
were from 2 to 3 feet high. She asked Carmen to 
make a date with me to receipt the two ladies one 
day this comiug week to give them a hand in their 
impending volume on Natchitoches, As those two ladies and I 
can just h bout equal each other in talk, once 
we get started, there's no tilling hoy) long our session 
will las.t, once it gets going if, indeeed, we 
ever attempt to have a go at the book, 

I am going to try knocking 0 f a Cane River 
Memo tonight although I am without much inspiration at the 
. moment for writing, as I should much prefer looking at 
the Chateaux but j guess I had' better have 
a column ready, in case publication is to continue, 
and, of course, I know nothing as to that point at the moment. 
Three little fluffy heads are peeping in at 
me through the screen door, —offspring of *mmet and Erwin, 
who must have been attracted by the light and the tapping of thi 
a nd the probable chance they might get a hand out 
of cr eked corn and they re so right . 
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We have not as yet-reached drought status but we 
do need a- rain, Purely the excessive moisture of March 
and April are standing things in good stead at this 
stage of the game, and the Weather nreau says the 
next five days will be ipithout rain and from 4 to 
t degrees above normal in the heat section, 

■ ' ■: ^ 1 , •.: i • : . 

I bestirred myself at 4:29 this morning, checking 
on where the water had run that I left going all night, 
and.giving a few untouched batches of gourd vines a drink 
before the sun got well turned on for the day. In the 
shadowy light of dawn, the vines looked so pretty, scads 
of white blossoms and lush yellow, t blooming with, vast 
profusion .?• 1'he majority of the young fruit isabout the size 
of a largeiplum but many have 8 xpanded beyond the larger 
grapefruit size, in a variety of shapes and 
coloring that a re sheer delight in mere diversification 
of design, . w .1 *’ 

.9-. ,'VV 9'. • ■' , ■ -• . x'J ■ 

I am sending along a copy of this w$ek s Natchitoches 
Times because it has what appears to me^to be a might poor 
picture of the scene on the McAlpin Plantation and 
the \ rticle by Ora concerning the , photograph, Somewhere on the 
freyt page there }8 also a notice that three people in the Parish 
are member of the.Civil Liberties Union , --Mr, Kenner, Mr, Ibser and 
Vr; Becker man « The hill billy legislators have sk* 
been joined^by The Shreveport limes in creating 
the impression that-thq American Civili Liberties Union is 
Communist tainted and the reason Charles put the 
ngme of Ur, Beckerman on the front page of his paper 
, - . is-primarily because this coming week is the time 4 
whemnewspaper must bid^on publishing legal news, 
an important source,of income for small papers, and . 
by getting into the mind^of thQse who let the^contracts 
that Mr, Beckerman is a Communist, it is hoped, 

by Charles that his paper will be awarded the contract and so cut out 
o' The Enterprise,--- t ?■ . ei 9 . aj . 

i • 1;*8-01 bti. ■! x L iivj '. 4 . *. 
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was quoted as saying he understood liser had already 

been fired from Northwestern, Carmen 

on the telephone today told me Ibser had been 

watched for a long time, —Carmen being very pro-Charles 

and very violent n ^out letter colored children attend 

the same school as whites, I merely said Oh , to Carmen, 

who doesn t know that - have known lbser for ever so long and 

that he has ridden k down from town on his toftri bicyle 

to see me on Sunday mornings) —twice in the past month. 

He told me some time b a ck that he had been invited to 
become a member of the faculty of some college in Missouri 
that has colored students and that hq had accepted 
the call for the fall semestre, but the newspapers 
put out the.rumor he has been fired. Surely humanity 
doesn't make a pretty picture in the person of people 
likeCharles,Reynack and the rest who wilfully 
twist truth and keep the racial pot boiling for 
their own selfish financial or political advantage, 

. I believe the paper also has an account of the death 
of Mr, John Abraham tl —Mrs, ,-I intended to write. 

Her husband came from Syria when Syria was still 
Turkish and, 1 know not how, made a fortune, although 
for years he and his wife continued to * live in 
part' of a little coun ry store at Monette s Terry, 
half way etween here and Alexandria, They had a 
servent, a colored girl, named Rose who, after 
John's dehth, did all of Mrs, Abraham s 
correspondence, as the latter counld read or write, 

I believe it was before John's death that they 

adopted Rose legally, and in the cemetery in town, 1 believe, there 
is o lot with three headstones on it, one from John, 
one for his wife and one for Rose, J. Ho, 

goes to Alexandira tomorrow for the opening of the 22 page will 
which, it is said, will leave much to Rose, something to 
.i „ nephew and much to the Church, —Bishop Qreco 
of Alexandria, h ving been named Executor,, The 
Abraham Land Company is a corporation of great v a lue, 
it is said, and the stock is owned by five people, --J, a , Henry, 
Arthur Watson, Blunt Breazeale, Augustus Tredeicks 
a nd Mrs, John .Abraham, It looks as though * '• 

business-like politics, is going to provide some 
mighty strange bed-fellows si • 

‘u. 4 ibiJiih •: SibsViTaoio $4 liiti si.l ku&t 

I haven't seen Celeste is days, as.she is foever up and down the 
This morning, Madam Regard was shaking like a leaf when 

appointment for her during Celeste's absence, which I could and di ani 
left the lady much calmer and-happier, Howeasy it is 
to make some people hnppy,,,,,,,, 


Friday, June 12th, 1958, 


Memorandum: 


89'W:: ■ 


t'.O UOJ'.S ti 1 '?- 


■ UK 


.’4 ». CL3TOO t»0 » V, ' "■ ■' S> * LUl * ’ 

■i Our warm weather^ .continues, r 

- »• i ' 

I only regret I didn t ha.ve a concealed tape 
recorder today when the grandfather of a child who 
had supposedly swallowed a razor blade, related the 
matter to .me. My impulse was to ask him to 
repeat it into a microphone but I realized, of 
course, that the self-consciousness of the man 
i would have eliminated much of the value of his .recital, 

Be, .that .as it may, the c\fild, about & years old, 
supposedly swallowed the razor blade yesterday afternoon 
and didn't rest comfortably last night, —understandable 
enough, to be sure, what w ith the high thermometer 
readings and all, not to mention the sharpness 
of the blade, ‘-This morning about 11, it was decided 
the child should be aken to a doctor in town but 
J. H. directed a trip to Alexandria where 
the hospital has full facilities for exploring the 
possibilities of such a misadventure and at the same time 
—provide oorc for the patient on a c.harit a bLe basis, 

1 , l ^ • • c. g 

But by 3' o'clock, the child and parents were back 
home, no blade having been discovered, "The doctor 
mopped out its throat good", the grandparent explained and 
after some picture taking, told the .parents they could 
bring the chjld home but that the should watch 
the child's stomach and if they notice any swellin', 
the child ought to be doubled back to. the hospital. With a 
razor blade inside me^I should certainly be¬ 
moan the thought that I might be doubled back for 45 miles 
but the last I heard., the child was doing alright a nd no swellin 
h<id developed and the parents were beginning to believe 
that by some leger-de-main, their offspring had only seemed 
to have swallowed such an unlikely d a b of diet, 

L „ - • ■ • r iv V ■■■ ta¬ 

in the ' field of in-coming mail, there wasn t much 

v .. s ^ " a. 
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Sunday, June 15th, 295*. 


,4 


o '\.o c. 


Vv'„v. 


by way o/ interst, as the enclosures will testify. 

And things were dull enough on the home front although 
there was a party going on across the fence during the 
afternoon, given by .Juanita 23., as prospective matron 
of honor, at an impendiiig June lTwedding, the party being 
in honor of the bride, with vuanita B. giving 
said party at the home of Celeste, which somehow all seems 
mixed up in my mind and I do believe Itarian Mix 
could write a paragraph covering the case. 

> i, ,s, : k - •. _ o:;i :o ' v- r • - 1 ■' 

Tiny table were already laid at the time, of the coffee 
. (four, that is to say, at 9 this morning, in antic ipation 
of the party scheduled for 3 p.m., and there was 
x a vast to-do a bout flower arrangements, etc., etc. 

It all sounded very d rling a nd very enervating 
for the hos-te.3S who has a way of conserving sweetness 
and light for party participants .and short-shrift 
for those who merely make up the local 
family and associates. 

x.. . i.i •• : 

I thought Ci, Hoscoe was excellent tonight -in • 
his editorialising on Sherman Adams and 
pblitical influence manifestations in Washington, 
making the point,os he did, that in 1952 a ud 1954, — 
somehow I had expec ed him to say 19 56, theRepubl icans had 
vastly exaggerated 3uch matters in Washington 
under the Democrats, Sherman Adams being one i 
of the shrilest of t he ejaggerators and 
accordingly, Mr. jidams should not be at all surprised 
now if, politics being what politics is, the 
democrats blow the present Adams matter up as thoroughly 
a3 anything Mr. Adams has ever attempted against 
his pol-itical opp nents, and nw one can estimate 
the damage that will be done to the^epublican 
party by this Adams performance 

i' i ' ' . 

I had hoped to finish Richard' Henry Dana 8 
Two Years Before the Mast long since but 
I see I shall get little one saue knocking off 
mail tonight but., per- aps the week end will 
be quiet, even as I hope it may be in Lyme . 


Memorandum : 

t \ 0 — i •• - 

Our dry spell moves into the drought section and 
the thermometer climbs higher. C. B.S. out of Hew York this 
morning spoke of the hurricane Alma as, .be-stirring herself 
in the Gulf and like K to hit u orpvs Christi this evening 
but tonight '3 19 o'lock news out of Shreveport doesn t 
even mention the twister and so I assume it got lost 
somewhere or.other an,d took the rain with it. 

on c-T--.it: ' &a«noi.'6 : ec - - • : - 

S turday's post was so grand, wfiat with a double dip 
by air from Lyme, enriching my week end to brimming over. 

I especially appreciate your kindness in giving me the 
correct spelling of "LosAdios"" uxhich will stand me in good stead 
a s I prepare to do something about the mystery of the 
architectural trinity that I shall set my hand to shortly. 

I pray you may not let the casting about for the Life article 
put you to immediate trouble as I shall chedk up on the 
precise details in that piece after the article itself has been written, 
. - . 10 S oeIi y* • 

And thanks for giving me a thjimbsketch or thumbnail sketch of 
the domestic resumption of the folks to the south of 
the uuif. It made me thinX of the Secretary of State and 
hi 3 article about a nation's ability to approach the brink and 
then pull., back just in the nick of time. 

yi . ■ . . •••'■ »' 7 ■ oi ; 

f had a misadventure laith the out-going mail 
on Saturday that required much concentration at the last 
few minutes, before the postman departed. 1 send my column 

to The^nterprise by. Saturday's post and was distressed no end 
to dispover it must have been carted out w ith some trash 
during a spuft of housecleaning early Saturday morning. 

I had recorded it on tape and so felt,I could re-capture it 
on .this typewriter within the hB minutes period left 4 
before the departure of the mail.' But something had gone 
wrong with the electrical system of 

the Cane piver R. E. A. and without such juice, the tape recorder 
of course wouldn t function v And so x simply sat down to - 
my m a chine',y—typewriter, - and' knocked off something 
bout Alfy Maurer, to,the tune of five pages, and let 
the thing slide, —reaching the post 0 fice just at 

the final moment. I shudder to think how >adly the - thing will read 
as P. ffwi t °f ,l aving been stirred up under such circumstances. 


t 
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BOW! 


Blythe and Joan Grants appeared unannounced this afternoon. 

On May 29th, Blythe had gone to Hew York with Whitfield and 

Frances Jacks and two of their sons, stopping at the Plaza 

for a few days in anticipation of attending the graduation 

o Whitfiled Jack, Jr,, at Lexington, Ttwginia* 

a telephone from Lexington reported that young Whit had 

smashed up his graduation present, —o new car, and was 

in the hospital with a smashed hip. There was a series of 

operations, Blythe. spending 2 weeks wit her grandson 

in the B 0a noke, -7ahospital where the youth will 

remain for the balance of the summer, after which he 

will be put into some sort of cast and may be able to 

get around on crutches by the time his course m the law school 

at the University of Virginia begins. The Manhattan 

n n rt of the trip was a success but there was no 

graduation, of course, a.nd the Urginia sojourn was a washout. 

Blythe spoke of her gourd3, saying her vine3 had attanined 
a height of 3 feet. She couldn t get over the 29 and 3§ feet 
height of the local ones. 

, , ' < • • .. * \ ^ £• V.’ 

Bard on the heels of^lythe and Joan came Carmen and Thelma. 

They i anted help on their Uatchitoches book which the 

"Hysterical u adies" are sponsoring. They also w a nted me 

to do a gourd article for the Picayune for which John <^ouJd 

supply pictures. They also wanted me to do an article for the Picayuiu 

about Uncle 1 om's Cabin, and they wanted me to negotiate 

with the Little Eva Plantation owners to secure the 

place on this year s Pilgrimage. ll aturally, L g a ve them 

hand with their book, told them I would not attempt a gourd 
article and recommended that they get Ora to do w the 
Uncle Horn's Cabin thing. They obviously want to s a ue 
money by not employing Carolyn, which is penny wise, pound foolish, 
to my w a y of thinking. What I hesitate to tell Thelma 
is that her husband&s photography is excellent > it ( 
lack 3 the "grandessa" which characterises Caro lyn s artistry 

■ ■■ ■ ' ' ' 1 ~ - 

It seems to me a great pity that Carolyn, in one of 
her vanishing stages, is so entangled with the Ola Mae 
Mai/ic Circle thing that she can ttake five minutes out 
to gather together some of the, excellent pictures 
she already has on the Uncle 1 om thing and slap same into the 
Picayune, for I tike it she .could stand-the money, has the 
saleable stuff and yet can t be pinned down to accomplish a job that 
could be rounded up in half an hour * But there* s no point 
in crying over spilled opportunities, x guess. 

Your air mails have meant so much to.me this week end and 
I'll benefit from them so much in the days ahead...... • 


Monday, June 16th, 295*. 

■, or.«o:: b 1 • <\ . w. e-v • «i i i*v >■ ■ 

; iici j- «4 Jtoisi v*' •' oAw L. • •>:;« iti >ci . 

•\ : 8 -b '.. 31 it t --J50 1 i ' t; . l(’-> : •: 4 - "l •' ■ 

•J ttt)j • .r :j& • . ;«** -Va to*'. ,1 

y | jv, :’V .)S‘t • -yi •. Oi> JltO 1 > 1 . " \j X ‘>4 ijilUt" '* •' 

Memorandum : • 

? r^V'v ' u *• . < >«'»». n 

, : i And so our drought came to an end this 
morning about t j3# when, within 29 minutes, we 
got a little over an inch of rain, followed by 
sunshine that set things to steaming, only 
to be followed by a couple of lighter 
3howers during the afternoon• Tonight 
. theatmospheric disturbances are so intense 
that I can get nothing but static out of the radio. 

i ■ «. y' ■ < ^ ■' 

One thing about the ra{n that made it unique, — 
everybody was in K favor of it a nd un a nimity is really 
a rarety on such a matte r <>» these parts. 

v .b JoA br, tsbiu*. o- ... t .' ■ i.'. 

Celeste was delighted and eclared at the coffee hour 
she was determined to get the two s ets of S. 0. Henrys 
here before hot.weather began and was going to write them 
by today'8 post to make arrangements to come for.the pro¬ 
longed week end of July 4th What with the thermometer these days being 
close to 199 if not over} i would seem as though 
there must be some real sprinting done to get ahead 
of the seasonal heat „ t * 

' K .0 * t t \\ " c < 

Mr. Beckerman telephoned today but there were 
children playing on this party line and I could only 
get abou every tird or fourth.paragraph but I did learn 
that the option on %he Enterprise expired on Saturday 
withqut a peep being heard frqm the .Knoxville ' 
m a n who put a deposit on the t proposed transaction. 

Mr. r Beckerman saidr.it all seemed so odd to him and he w as 
filled with mixed emotions a bout the matter . ^ 

bUioo sioqiomo •• a 2-t: • s : *>v.... 

He also told me of something else that not only mixes 
the emotions but flattens them out completely. This 
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and editorial in its Sunday paper, denouncing 
everybody in general who might belong to the Civili 
Liberties Union 0 ?, d singled out, among others. Professor 
Ibser of Northwestern, stating with satisfaction that 
he fortunately had long since been fired from his 
job at Northwestern. This came as a great surprise 
to Professor Ibser who, as a matter of fact,is 
conducting two courses during the current summer session. 

Mr. Beckerman, as one newspaper editor to another, telephoned 
the Shreveport Times tQ set them straight on the matter 
and the'Times replied abruptly that there was no 
question in their mind that the facts as reported 
to them were correct, to wit, that Professor Ibser had 
been fired some time back, and that was that and hung up. 

Such a position to take by anyne, determ ned to prove 
to his own satisfaction that the world, indeed, is flat, 
is understandable, of course, but when one of the great 
newspapers flies into the face of facts, prints a 
f n lsehood and then swears by it, one is perhaps 
a little better able to understand how the same 
newspaper coulkd hail as its hero such 
a peson as Whitaker Chambers or Joe McCarthy 
and could damn such a personality as Mrs. Roosevelt 
of F. D.R.• 'The paper now seems to take the atitude that 
nybody who believes in the United State Consitution 
in matters regarding race must l e of the Communist persuasion . 

yj o r t 1 i'. " . sn * ' -*• 

And, while on the subject, may.T add that like everyone 
else, probably, I, too, have been asked to join the 
Civil liberties Union, along about the time I did the 
Little Rock article, harmless enough in itself, but 
dynamite in many quarters • I gave the matter serious 
consideration at the time, believing, as I do, that its 
aims are most worthy • But, after mature reflection, 

I decided that I could prob a bly render greater service to 
the public by not pinning a b a dge on myself that, under 
existing circumstaces in Louisiana, wouH only 
serve as a mark at which the crackpots could 

take shots at, giving more ammunition of foes than to friends. 
in my opinion, Mr.Beckermai would h a v been well advised to 
follow such a line of reasoning but that is water over the dam 
a nd his reasons for joining were undoubtedly just as Valid 
as mine for not . 

I w a s so touche by little Miss Lee's reference in her 
last letter to the June anniversery which is always 
underlined at Yucca with extra banks of magnolias and special 
evening sessions by St.Giggin s fountain . 


Memorandum 


Tuesday, June 17th, 1951. 


it 
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.J', 0 
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Coudy and steaming, with a promise of more of the 
same thing for tomorrow . I take it J. H., at 
least, doe sn't. expect a shower tonight since air planes 
have been criss-crossing the plantqtion ever 
since first darjt, dropping a poisonous spray on the land¬ 
scape. T hope some of the stuff hits the gourd 
section where I had to destroy three more 
vines today because of worm in-roads on the 
main artery ' < ' ' 3 

1 _ . 

f liked Edward R.^ Narrow s "Thought .for the Lay in tonight s 
broadcast. If you heard him, you will recall he 
said that in reference to Sherman Adams, it would 
be well for him to remember the old Chinese proverbb : 

t H - 

"If you would avoid suspicion, don’t leave the 
tracks of your shoes in the melon patch • 

itooe -K flon\ v.. • si so« L \. v * 

Although the White House announced tonigh that neither 
did the President dismiss his assistant nor did Mr. Adams 
contemplate resigning, I have a feeling Mr. Adams 
will be inclined to think up-some reason for resigning before 
the summer is out. Of course it would be much better for 
the Lenocrats if he remains at the Shite House since 
fo political success, a shot at a live bird attracts 
more interest than a crack at a clay pigeon And it 
wpuld appear^that ths- u ep^blicans are going to 
3 h ve a sufficiently difficult time this year .in 
> the November elections without having to, bear « 
the added weight of anything so vulnerable as Sherman 
Adams in the khite house. 


ue 


Lll :H 


•l I Oj 


. \ L t 

, I an puzzle# by only^one thing: —how such a, 
clever politician as disagreeable Hr. Adams could stick his 
neck out in suph a thoughtless manner . L 
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Wednesday, June lMth, 195M 


I think I remarked that Joe and Junita Henry 
came in from c onroe las t evening. They will 
remain until Sunday when they will head out for 
Wyoming. Juanita's mama is being nursed by a 
friend during Juanita's absence. Joe continues 
erratic as, ever but perhaps Juanita is more 

accustomed to his ays than the r est of us. 

. 

I got off a letter in today's post, 
advisingThelma in writing that I would not do an . 
n rticle on Little Hva Plantation because 1 had 
in the past ■ discussed the matter withCaro lyn and I do 
not feel it would be ethical on my part of 
qo into that subject matter for the Picayune under such 
circumstances. At the same time,. I worte Carolyn, telling 
her of my letter to Thelma, and suggesting that I 
thought she had ; enough photographs of excellence 
to- hand on Uncle Tom and that if she wished to do 
n article at a ny time, I should be delighted to 
lend my hand to' such, an undertaking. The fact 
that Carolyn dopsn t holier to write very often inclined 
believe i shall not be hearing from her very soon and that 
I shall have no answer to my letter which suits 
me alright, a nd especially as 1 told Thelma that I would, 
nevertheless, be glad to do whatever 1 could in an 
effort to get the Wo^.tham-Ev a ns contingetnt to put Littl 
Eva on the Pil grimage. I think Carolyn gave 


Memorandum: 


How very, very nice of you to have made the use 
of the air service, cwid withal so speedily 
that .the arrival of today’s post almost too,k my 
breath a way. - f, , 


And how marvelous that you should have been able to 
set your hand to the piece in question with such ■ 
adroitness • X- know not precisely what the Supreme Court 
means by " a ll deliberate speed" but there was nothing at 
all deliberate about this most excellent of performances. 

La, s>-\ U I i i■.,*»« at 

And while I am on the.su ect of the article, I want t o 
thank you again for acquainting me with the spelling of 
LosAdaes. Of course, 1 have never heard it spoken of 
by others than people living in the Parish and have never seen 
it written in print.) Locally it is referred to as 
"Los A-die-os", with the accent on the,"die" part . I 
have consulted some old maps and haven t been too surprised 
to find it spelled in a- variety of ways, the most popular ones 
in the old days being "Los Ad a ys", "Los Ad a is" and 
"Los Adaes", with the latter, which you mentioned as 
cP pea ring ike in-tjie letter from Professor Connally being 
the moat usual^ What one runs into by way 
of spelling and pronunciation in ary a names a ny place 
is something to marveltl about and that things between 
the neighboring towns of Natchitoches and Hatchidoches 
must drive many an uninitiated into a tissy. I 
shall never cease wondering how Alexander Scourby correctly 
pronounced Natchitoches, —that is to conform to local useage 
when tossing off 3ome opus n bout the course, of empire in this 
Mi A • -Hi i • I« ,v •• Oital nii 06 ii 


area 
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Tursday, June 19th, 1959. 


bib a 


not rain in town. 

Tomorrow is the big day for the plantation folks, --June 
„ndwhat with the noon rain knocking everybody out of work, 

%d the arrival at the honkey-tonk of a road show for 
tonight, I haven t seen a sign of a secretary. I suppose 
everybody is at the honkeytonk, observing the 
doings a a slightly moth-eaten lion, a bear and a monkey. 

I haven t opened any of the mail 8ave the big envelope 

from Lyme although there may be something of interest 

in an a ir mail from Monkk s Corner, —probablyI 

from Irm a , and I believe there is one from Robma.. 1 

8hdl be curious to learn what the 0 Brien letter 

reveals. I dn sure i id 11 be diplomatically 

coached but since i will probably touch 

on both James andCarolyn, I suppose it may reveal alittle 

more regarding their side of a. couple of stories 

th a n has come to hand thus far. It seems to me that 

several days have elapsed since. Barnes last wrote. 

As he has had the bad habit in the past of going on 
■v a trip and advising me a iou it following his return, 

I tne d to t slow up on letters to him when 
a void appears opposite his name in the in-coming 
m n il.You will be surprised to learn 1 have two new sets 
of fnilies on the front gallery, —two different wren 
families having hatched out new broods at the same 
time in gourds a couple of feet from e a ch other. ■ 

•j! The parents are as busy as bees flying b a ok and forth 
with what I take to be nice juicey bugs, 
although I cannot imagine where they ae finding them 
for last night's work of the air planes must have 
wrekeed most of the bugs--of. a n V description 
for quite a distance. I put out plenty of corn bread and 
such like to do what I can by way of lending a hand a>‘d from 
sound of the little ones from inside the gourds -*• gather 
they are making a go of life with gusto. ' >"■ 

My neighbor tells me last night, s reception at the 
GountryClub for Dr. Bath 8 daughter was darling and this fte\ 
Celeste and * uanita were at the same establishment at cards. 
Everyone, including the wrens, appear to )e so busy and God 
doesn twork at all and that's because He s God . 


19th, 


moon 
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Memorandum : 


8 »r.i • i 

. K\ji -u si B.C XI. it 
si M no nyim 

'(oo.Jeoa 'ts.' •■s os. o: 


Our weather continues hot and steaming 
with a half inch of rain at noon, followed by a dzzling 
sunshine that was pure tropics. t 

I am hoping '{ can find Irma O'Brien's 
letter which you will find as diplomatic as anything 
ever fashioned by Tdlyrand. But, it carries 
some interesting side lights and in view of what we 
know from other quarters, it seems to help round out the 
picture of the present status of things. Off hand, one 
might read into it, I suppose, fnat Kay v 

is remaining at the Bluff until they d 1 go to California 
and that 3 he will go with them f his would seem to 
constitute a separation but we have heard the cry of 
"Wolf, wolf" so often, that we should be surprised 
if this one turned out the same way. It is interesting 
that nothing has come to hand from James in 
several days.f 

With a view to helping, one of „. 
the local asssistants neartly placed all my 
many assorted stacks of work into a , u ( . - , 

big a rmoir along with millions of other papers 
and one result is that I was a'ble to find nothing today when 
some secretarial assistance came my way. I shall begin 
the. painful process of unscrambling on the morrow and it will 
take me days to get things readily to hand agdin. I must 
admit I am vastly inconvenience by all this b ut 
do not .despair that I shdL 1 eventually bring disorder out 
of chaos, as it were. t : i 

There was a letter from Ola Mae which, fortunately 
I got recorded before it joined the unfindables. 

She suggests greeting caf-ds to be brought out forthwith 
with Hunter artistry supplying the decors. I 
- responded that I had already contacted the „ 

House of Jaffe in regard to such an undertaking 
but that I should be glad to join with her in 
the project if she has some method of getting 
the things done in this country in color, it being 
understood that sh6 would assume costs 
of printing, etc., while I supplied 
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I think she is a bogged down with too many irons in the 
fire is as is Carolyn. I shdL 1 write 
Carolyn concerning this matter, asking her if' s >e 
has merged her post card <ntar.atj .jtt Ola Mae, and 
saying to Carolyn what I feel unolilledfor to 
Imention to Ola d ae at the moment, to vit, 
that as Thelma, Wortham-Evans interests and I are 
planning a conference on Little Eua and mcludi 9 
P in the Pilgrimage, it'might be advantageous for -arolff 
to do something about post cards carrying a 1 ^ ene ^ 3 
of the market on Uncle T om s grave, of whichshe has 
an excellent shot, and that she would do well to 
a reproduction in color on film of one of Miss Hunter s 
n Land of Uncle Tom " for a post card reproduction or greeting 
card, too. I know so little about what those two 
ghls are cooking up, aside from their 

personal and the Magic-- Circle enterprises that I find it 
difficult to write to the one without wondering 
if I am holding out on the other, should hold out, 
should not hold out or what. ■ 

- • ■ , ■ - - ' * t t. 

A fine example of Henry men al illness presented 
itself at breakfast when Joe arrived at table, 
snarling a bout "thos Cod-damned Wenks" r and suggesting to 
his wife that she be ready to return to Conroe 
within 15 minutes* The if were still 

here at dinner and Joe i as speaking to nobody. J-hey 

went to town in the afternoon and returned for suppe r after the 

clerk and 1 had dined, thank the Lord. I suppose 

they will actually remain until Sunday but one never knows. 

J. H. went to a pecane meetina in Shreveport, 
taking the Wenk 3 boys with him. They returned a bout 
7 tonight, John bringing me many stale crackers, a 
cake and some creamed fish from his mama who, m 
today's whim, must have thought it well to ^ 
make a gesture in my direction because her 
two son3-are summering here. 

Today was Cr-ne Kiver's most important holiday 
but it seems to have passed off rather quietly, -pe rhaps 

fish fry on the bayou and much doings at the honkey-tonk whe e 
a road 3 how with a monkey, a couple of bear and a moth- 
eaten lion attract the local swains nightly. 

And now for a stack of mail, b a sed mostly on memory, and 
so to bed eventually although it is a little to humid 
to contemplate with much enthusiasm at the moment . 



Friday, June 2&th, 1959. 


•.I, 0 X "•M.' 2*1 . 9 ' 

* ' t 0 * 

y 3 *> r ; 


<3- 


J '■> 4 rs .1 ^ 

viJi bin'll.' 

Memorandum : 


v . 

j)'. »-U£ 

isi . sfs ?! 

4..J 

3 jC i‘\ 

Us Ur : "■ 


Another atmospheric pattern precisely like 
the past two or three days, —considerable 
heat, a shower at noon, a boiling suu for the- balance 
of the day. Tonight seems a.little more 
oppressive because air planes delvged us with 
a poison spray during.the long twilight and the scent 
of the stuff lingers on in the heavy air, — 
not unpleasant but as disturbing as the presence of 
somedrop of flavoring fluid akx in 
a glass when all some thirsty person wants is 
a drink of just plain water. - - 

The enclosure in today's post struck 
me as carrying a re-assuring note for which I am 
thankful. T hope the rosey tints as . U- 
suggested are indeed characterising the domestic 
promise of our little associates who seem to have ' 
so many ups and downs, ins a: d outs, avounds and 
a bouts. When read hard on the heels of ^ 

Irma's letter, i somehow seems to give a slightly 
brighter hue than one might h a ve suppose existed from 
Irm 's letter. ' > ■■ * ' 

• Lr.'.: io ... 


The world was all birght and gay today, —Joe 's 
world, that is. Every time Joe comes here, 
he is searching for a location in tom on 
which to build a house when he retires. Today 
he announced he thought he had found one in Pecane Park, 
just within the city limits. If it comes to 
no more than any of the many others, it will not 
amount to much. ' v ut the important-thing . <., *- 

forhim is that, in finding .the place, he has ■ 'or. i. 


aga \i\ found his sense of balance and so isn't .s 
a nd so because he is happy, he pennits the rest 
of the world to be. 


r—‘fa 
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forgot to say the postman mas an hour and a half ahead of 
schedule onSaturday so Friday's memo will accordingly get _ 

into the post at the same time this one does. Jol# 


Sunday, June 22nd, 1959, 


This afternoon, what with the temperature over 199 and 
humidity at about the same,I managed to Keep pretty 
soaked most of the time and must have looked 
doubley drippy to unexpected guests. / irat 
Dr. Briere and some other physician of color from Haiti 
a nd another gentleman from Alexandria_and the 
respective wives of all . And after tftey i^ *«part«d,, 
nd 1 had returned to my labors, some lady and gentleman 
from a suburb of Amsterdam, Holland, who are 
spending 11 weeks in the United States. How 
they found their-way here, 1 never asked. hey 
were delightful. As they departed they asked about 
t e distance to Lafayette and that g n ve me an 
opportunity to recommend the carav a nserie of Lionel and I m 
glad they will see Lionel and that he will see them tonight . 

I don't recall if I mentioned yesterday 
that a copy of the Marlin newspaper came to hand, addressed 
to me by tyepwriter, at Natchitoches with a notation that 
it had been mis-sent to Provencal, --some hill¬ 
billy place somewhere southwest of Natchitoches and 
thence to this ddress. ■( wished I knew to 
whom I might write to express my thanks. Perhaps • , 
the newspaper publisher sent it, for it reproduces, via 
the Memphis CommercialAppeal, the Cane*iver Memo 
on Dr. Miller. What a Robin Hood s Barn thatw.es to 
get around. 

At supper tonight, J. H. remarked that there seem t 
to be lots of people gunning for Mr. Beckerman in town, a fact 
which pu 22 led J. H. who says he likes the man It .. 

i8 3 aid Charles is sponsoring a big telephone oampa^in, suggesting 
Communisim for everyone who tsn t old Natchitoches , and 

' i t ! . : • ' . . , . 

so Me Car thy-ism,, Ku Klux-ism and so on go round and round 
a nd nobody learns much pr changes. I must say 
living behind a bamboo hedge does have some advantages.... 


Memorandum : «*..» 

Our steamy summer continues, now that 
summer has indeed arrived. We skip our noon 3hower 
onSatu day but made up for it at 2:59 this morning when 
we got about a n inch and a half while Robeline, — 
formerly Los Adaeus, —15 miles west of Natchitoches got 
5 and a half inches within a couple of hours which really must 
have been quite a cloudbu st. Natchitoches got only 
three and a half inches, suggesting the rain is 
going in streaks. 

The enclosures speak for th mselves . ^It is interesting 
that in my letter to 11 6, ure du Back, I merely expressed 
the hope of being a ble to get in touch with mein lieber Sven 
while, as you will note by his response, it was he who 
brought up the matter of the bear. I shall write him f 
tonight, asking that he have the plates forwarded, don t 
you t hink so. 

As for the.New Orleans letter, it ipas q uite unexpected,— 
3 ince on never expects communications from that direction, 
r,nd the contents were equally unexpected for somehow the 
general tone seemed more like a humna being and 
less like a Whiling Dervish. Of course, the paradoxes 
persist, such as spending uncomfortable months to get 
St. Deter rigged up with a view to spending the 
summer or perhaps the year, outside the city. I 
gathert'.e Shreveport thing may in some way be tied up 
with Ola Mae's agency which, x should imagine, 
would be bout the only thing that would call forth 
a possible prolonged stay qway from the city. 

The idea of building an apartment to accommodate a 
male nurse for the lady's papa sounds whacky to me for 








- 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




* 

9318 


os*;*: 


9319 



since neither she nor her brother never intends ocupying 
the family home, already amply spaci ous, why go to 
the expense of building another living unit 
on the same property. 

The news, although meager, coming through Carolyn's 
letter, through Irma.'s letter to Carolyn from 
The Bluff, somehow gives qu4 e a different 
interpretation to "the Register romance than 
one--ga$hers from the account given by 
James • As I read Irma and then James, I gather 
that A a y i S pl a nning to withdraw from James while from 
James I gather that he and Kay are making a go o things 
regardless of what the others<. think, I'm the bigger 
the fool for trying to make any sense out of any of this, 

Well, noe and his wife got off fro Wyoming this morning. 
Everyone seemed^ so pleased that the day would be the more 
peace fitihough static was pretty heavy thi3 morning, I 
did hear every 4tli or 5th sentence of Invitation 
to Learning and the-news c a st following, incl uding 
Uow a rd K, Jmith out of * ashing ton who mentioned that 
some ''ashingtonian had observed that the'White House simply 
cannot afford to let Sherman Adams go since the 
United States, any-.way yo; look at it, is bound to 
have a President, 

I shall h a ve a clipping or two shortly from Shreveport 
and perhaps Alexandria papers, both of which are stressing 
the Beckerman,matter, fanned on, I suppose by Charles, 
professor Ibser telephoned me last night, saying he felt 
responsible for getting Hr. Beckerman into this 
petit ion.business and asking me if 1 could exert some influence 
onany members of tkeBourd orAlderman or C ii; U Council or 
whatever the governing Borad is styled in town, with a viewto 
getting them to not cuts off Enterprise 
printing.jobs for the city. I said I w ould see what 
I could do but it's uphill fighting fire when a 
whispering campaign is being stirred up at such a great 
rate as Charles is engineering. Time is needed for 
bringing people back to sanity andl believe the Enterprise is 

sflcrt A>i\S ni!3 e t must get to the mail and so to bed as 
n gainst another busy day on the morrow . 






Mo day, June 25rd, 1958. 


I 





Memorandum• 

«. 

How nice to find a letter f rom ^yme in 
today's post, as of the 2Qth. 

»; ■ \|. - l 4 : • • ?*\ o as . • ?> ■ o .r h 

t is so good to know how things are turning and I only 
regret things appear to be piling up to put something of a 
crimp in what should have been smooth sailing 
for little ^iss Lee. 


It goes without saying I am vastly intrigued by 
the reference to a surprise element in relation to 
Edition Tel. I cast about in my mind hut can't seem 
to come up with an answer Ah, me....and shades 
of 11 6 rue de Eac to whom, by the way, 1 got off a letter 
in today's post asking that the manuscript .be forwarded to me. 


Ayd thanks much for the clippings, each of which i digested 
with relish. I had heard some thing a bout the "educational" 
doings in Mississippi on the radio out of /Jew York a»d 
so wqs doubly interes ed .in the detailsas set forth by the Times. 

The day's post brought several other pieces of mail, a few of 
which 1 shall enclose although none of them, ± 
think, are of any interest. 

I l a ughed in my beard at Ola Mae's statement 
that Mrs. Kent wanted to meet'me. She is the lady, if I 
recall correctly, who wanted me to tell her about 
the origin of the negro. It goes .without saying, 
of course, that she isn't at al 1 interested in meeting me 
but, with Mae, has cooked up this as an excuse to get 
a look at Melrose. * 

Since, as of Sunday, Ola Mae didn't know just when 
she would get down this way this week, I assume 
she had not heard from Carolyn for I haven't ^ 

the slightest doubt that, as though by some miracle, 
they all happen to arrive t this bend of the river on the same 
day. As only two people can talk, I think we shall get 


; -m n »• 


'•U 
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Tuesday, June 24th, 195M. 

9/3 ct j b; • : ■■■i o*te. -5i-o . . 


a lot accomplished, what with me trying to contend 
with three biddies all at the same time. 

for lallaniel, I shall write her to the effect 
that "nobody aint got to catch no train" and 
that I was interested not in a gourd article —for gourds,— 
but merely as an excuse to reproduce some of the finest gourd 
picutres in color that I ev r saw, I am quite indifferent 
as to when the thing is published, if at all, but that 
I shall be delighted to respond as best I can when she 
beg ns firing questions. 

Th letter from James I thought not quite up to 
stu. dard from that quarter. Either my secretary read it poorly 
or hewasn t very clear as to where Kay might be, and 
I know not''if she .will bq writing from Hew rleans, the Bluff 
or where. Perhaps he was having his hands full at the time 
of writing. 

Two minutes before news time this evening, I noticed that 
the humming bird bottle had been drained and I thought 
I could fill it in a jiffy, but it took much longer 
and 1 never did get any news. I had a quart jar, glass, 
of honey which I started to t a he out on the galle ry 
when I dropped it in the middle of the boudoir floor, but 
smashing it. A sweeter boudoir one isn't likely 
to enc unier. But with t e aid of a spoon and <. 
a n empty jar, I saved almost all the stuff and so 
the bird 3 are guaranteed good feeding for some time ahead. But 
the dabbing a round to find the splintered lass, the 
soap ng and mopping up of the place left Lowell Thomas, 

Morgan &eatty and E. Roscoe all to themselves, so far as 
I was concerned. 

This bend of the river was inor.idnately peaceful 
toda. , what with not a "foreign" Henry on the place. It 
seems to me I—got quite a lot of work done althqugh I can't 
seen to think just what. The,, fact that it didn t rain 
and that the 3ky : was cloudless g^ve a great impulse to 
everything 'and everybody to be up-and doing. But 
I phall try to get rid of my,ov -going mail crly when 
or after which 1 shall extract my little ice bucket 
from the ice box, rig up a tall glass of ice tea and 
collapse under the shaodw of Hephritite to listen to 


\Q S9K1 11 o 


Memorandum : 


Another day without rain and everybody 
seems delighted with the weather • 

But I mus confess I didn't see many people 
today, what with much concentration on my 
part on a flock of things and nobody passing 
this way. I did enjoy a da* of coffee, 
however, with Madam Regard, who seemed happy 
enough but obviously growing more and more frail • 

Her daughter ms somewhere in the big road • 

' • ■ £ ' 

The post brought letters from Hew Orleans, 
one from Kay, ihe other from James. I tried 
K a y's, — longhand, .—of three different 
secretaries, and succeeded in getting three 
different impressions from the somewhat 
halting reading. I shall save it fo a day or two in 
hopes of getting a better understanding of it 
and a happier deciphering of some words, entirely 
unreadable for my little helpers, and then I 
s,h a ll re-read James' letter and perhaps I shall get 
some clearer notion as to what is brewing although 
the impression T g a in Jrom this imperfect exploration 
that Kay may be contemplating separation but that is only a guess 
on my part. My "children" have always engineered 
their romance in fashions so foreign to my concepts that 
I cpn only wait and .see how they finally make out, since 
comprjehension of how the act is bejing 
played out has never come within my grasp • 

Mr. Beckerman telephoned me late last 
night. He said he had a problem he wanted to 
discuss with me and discuss it we proceeded to do, 

A representative of a disconted group 
of R E. A. stock holders had come to him, a 8king 
him to print in handbill form a manifesto against 
the m a nagement of the local comp a ny with 
charges against unnamed officials, pointedly 
aimed at the Chairman of the a oard who, of course, 
is the local merchant-planter • As secrecy was 


And so I turn to the po3t and after 
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in the bargain entailing the printing of 

the manifesto, it presented a problem 

for one who is an admirerof the gentleman 

in question. He cited a few names of the 

m a nifesto makers, most of whom were 

unknown to him and to me although I did recognise 

some of them as being definitely in the anti- 

American Civil Liberties Union who most certainly 

were nof riends of Mr. Beckerman. I recommended that 

he consider that was like unto evil doers, 

secretly publishing a manifesto of their intention to 

a mbush a reput a ble citizen, for it see ms the 

secrecy was based on a time element on the 

theory that it would explode just at the time 

some impending stockholders meeting was to be 

called to order, and further pointed out 

that this might be a heaven made opportunity for 

him to render a service to the aforesaid responsible citizen 

a t a time when moral support would be of the 

greatest promise to The enterprise . I therefore 

suggested he make an appointment with the 

mere ant .planter v oday. I talked with Mr. 

Becke man tonight ,bout -9 ..and learned ■.that 
tuec nfe ence had been held, that the 
merchant-planter had already been informed a bout 
the impending doings and that in appreciation 
of the Editor's obvious gesture of good wioll, 
several prospects for the paper's business 
were suggested and the friendliest ex¬ 
pression of ap predation coupled wi th same . 
flaturally I was delighted to learn how things 
had turned all around. 

In the baS8ecour section, I .regret the 
loss of Much and Ado to some marauding 
varmit during the night, an old oppossum, 

I believe, from the tracks left behind. I sent 
Ab.out back to join the two little sisters 
with whom he had been hatched a nd I shall 
share in the offspring that may result f rom the doings 
of my drake eventually. • S 

n J- '■ U .. 0?. • 

Fug„ you sent me work by Murphy today that next 
week the’ Pair of white kittens at his house ought 
to pe weened and so early on Monday I> am 
hoping to have a Maisonthe Second and Blanche the Second. 

,i I had, thought of having a musicale tonight but 
the hour advances ana I had bettet start folding my 
beard'. I hold-the tought it has been peaceful in Lyme.... 


Wednesday, June 85th, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

Hot and humid but sufficient sunshine to make 
one wonder if the forecast for showers tonight 
covers this section. 

. A long distance call, this afternoon from 
the office of Ola Mae asked if an appointment for 
Sunday a fternoon at 8, with a view to discussing cook 
books, stationary and cards would be in order. It 
would. Mrs. Kent was calling. She sounded more civilized 
that her letter of inquiry about the origin of the negro im¬ 
plied. ^ : 

I found both ladies at the coffee cups this morning. 

Celeste was in a mild tizzy. Sudie had telephoned her to 
say that a» au tograp hing prty was being given for 
Carrie at the college and Eugene Watson aid she 
felt it would be nice to have Miss Camie's scrapbooks 
on Carrie present and might they have them. This, of 
course, is Eugene Watson's doings, just another effort 
to get hold of the Melrose scrapbook. Celeste said 
she had asked J. H. and he said it was alright. I 
said I didn't think so. She made a flurry at this bland 
observation. I explained that Miss Cammie was forever 
putting personal correppondence from people in the 
scrapbooks she kept on them and that •.! was under • 
the impression there were plenty of 3Uch letters from 
Carrie, written exclusively for Miss Cammie s 
delectation and often, probably, containing oservations 
about life in general and people in particular that 
might make entertaining reading to som Natchitoches 
people, assuming any bod y at an autagrahing party 
would be reading scrapbooks at such a festival. 

I dL so pointed out that Miss Cammie as want to scribble 
ii\ some personal remarks as marginal notes, too'. • I was 
a mused at how p a nicky this made Celeste. She observed that 
she couldn t explain that to Sudie since Sudie would tell Carrie 
and Carrie might be upset at the prospect of what the books 
migl\t contain, even if they were with held. Celeste asked what 

she could possibly do. I told her to tell Sudie 

■ 

- * , ' ' 


... • ee' 
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the scrapbook matter was not to be considered at this moment, 
explaining that they a ere currently being annotated. 

She didn t know w ht that meant, I explained. Then 

she said 3he would tell Sudie I was working on 

the books and it wa3 impossible for me to let 

the be taken up to town at the present time, which is 

something quite different from saying they were 

currently being annotated, especially a3 the 

Court House records have recently been annotated by somebody, 

in Washington City, 1 believe, to whom they were sent. 

And so Sudie will get the impression that I am 

blocking the move, which is correct, and she will probably tell 

Eugene Watson, and he will communicate with Cousin x 

J, H, or bus in Dan, I suppose, and then there will be more bus 

and I will come out the vilin in the piece which 

bothers me not at all, And as for Sudie, I don't . 

mind not coopera'ing with her a bit, 

, 

I continue losing 2 or 5 gourd vines a day but I 
am prepared for that and I must say I have never seen 
such a assortment of designs and colrings 
as is present ill this year's crop. What the 
harvest will pe like in about 4 months rem a ins to be seen, 

. ■ 1 • t 

I am spending much time these day taking 
half grown pears off the tree3 which are.so heavily loaded 
this year that the branches are already sagging 
alarmingly and unless the fruit is removed forthwith, 
the trees will be all torn up by their own plethora of 
fruit. Fortunately, the heavy rains of last week tended to 
knock off lots of persimmons from those trees, therebye 
s a ving me much labor. From or at this t 

point in the calendar, tlye year's qrop situation 
on so many, fronts appears to be one of utiusual abundance but 
what it may be at harvest time, of course, is 
something else again, —or, perhaps, the same thing • 

„ >;© ' ci < "It,’ t; • 1 . 

I think I shall read a dab of vi ame3 Thurber 
tonight, t —his -Alarms and Diversions, which, I suppose, 
are probably a collection of his various things for 
various publications, 

, ■ 1 -■ *05- &•)•» vi J» vt:. 

Tonight theraio announced a cure for poison ivy, 
pills ready f or sale next week to make a person immune 
to the stuff if taken in advance of contact and to cure 


iness. 


Frida , June 27th, 1958, 


Memorandum: 

- Today was the coolest in the history qf Louisiana for this 
‘ time of the year and these nights are wonderful for 

sleeping. I guess the thermometer was in the 60 's and 
prcba'ly vegetation didn't grow much by moonlight but 
life in the vegetable world must have been 
nevertheless pleasant all around, 

1 - The in-coming post was pleasant, too, although 

nothing of great moment was touched upon, by the letters, I 
must say, ho we er, that D was pleased by the tone 
of the one from James, From it I gather the trip 
to Jacksonville ai d Brunswick must ha <e been a 

•happy one and if Kay can resist family pressures from Aunt Willie 
and Farley, she may be able to keep the marriage going, I 
think the pressure will be constant and vigorous but there 
will be counter pressures, less effective but none the less 
nst nt. It will be a good trick to get 
my messages across to her since I will write them in full 
knowledge that the whole household will probably see them 
but I think I can manage the business alright . one deserves no 
credit for exertions expended in behalf of the happiness 
f one's children and s mehow James and Kay seem 
to be a couple of mine t 

It was good hearing from Helen even though 
her chatty letter didn't seem quite up to standard but 
nevertheless far a bvut the average run-of-the-milll 
1 letter, 

• Reverting to James' letter, I was amused by 

the message he passed along fromCarolyn, If j recall correctly 
her letter of last week to me mentioned she would be 
seeing me by mid week and further along, early in the 
week. Like all her proposed appointments, these 
were naturally discounted but when I heard from 
Mrs, Kent that she and Ola ^ae would be 
• passing this way on Sunday, I gathered that^it 

WBMrERSf cer.taynly be thqpweek end before Carolyn put in an 

. 4 * 

1 . . . . - ° U 


e 










-1« 'P(* 
O v-O •» 


X 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M“3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


9326 




I should like to talk a little about the 
local B. E. A. which, from outsiders I hear, is 
the second largest in the United States and u\0PeraUd 
more effecienfly and a t greater profit than most. Expenses, 
it is said are kept at a minimum, a million dollar 
surplus is’maintained and all the personel appear ^hty 
happy. It has a fine Administration building oj its own 
somewhere off in the Country Club neighborhood and 
the rates to its customers very easonable, may of these 
desireable circumstances being attributed, it is said, 
to the merchant-planter, who is eitherPresident or 
Chairman of the Board. 

Two or three months a go, a disgruntled employee 
on the supervisor level said he would juit « c j ! 

his own way and, not getting his own way, he did, mdeeed, 
quit. He conferred with a local lawyer of 
unsavory re lUtation, they contemplated the 
million dollar surplus and decided to over-turn 
the organisation ad get control of it for themselves, 
firing everyone and disposing of the surplus. 


E. 

of 


A. 


Law re uired an annual meeting of all R . 
or: :i ations, the stockholders being made up 
everyone subscribing to the c rrent the 
coma ny supplies. One thousand stock holders are 
required to constitne a quorum and so the disgruntled 
ex-employee and the crooked lawyer, —his name is Hack or Hackle 
0 r s me such, de ided to concentrate on un- 

educated users of electricity, -hill billies and untutored 
negroes, painting for them a glowing picture of the 
million dollars to be divided up among them, etc., etc., 
a nd rounding them up for a stock holders meeting to be 
held tomorrow morning at IV o'clock. J. H. is 
not attemptiing to round a up a thousand 

other tork holdersto counter-balance the opposition, going 
on the assumption that it will be difficult to get a thousand 
hill-billies nd negroes to the meeting by IV o clock . 

If a thousand are not present by IV'.IV, the meeting will 
aut matically be a djourn.ed for another year. The ame 
officers, natrul'ly, will be continued a nd that will be that . 

It will be a gre a pity if the present successful organization 
should be smashed by a couple of gip artists but one never 
knows how Democracy is going to work nd I shall be 

•.sui ts jwith much impatience. 

iegjicut 
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Sunday, June 89th, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

Such a marvelous week end for weather, cool 
the 3ky such a deep blue by day and so radiant 
with 3 full moon at night. t 


and 


J. H. and his ssociate3 miscalculated on the 
power of the hill billies and hems voted out of 
the R. E. A. Administration. Mr. Beckerman telephoned 
me at 4, —the meeting had lasted that long, s from 
10 in the morning, and he said he was never present at 
a meeting where supposedly civilized men came so close to 
physical violence, --the hill billies had been so stirred up 
by the lawyer of dubious char a cter. J. H., although tired, 
was full of merriment on his return and at supper, said 
the best speech made all day was by a hill billy who 
got hold of the microphone .and.shouted that he had been 
U3ing electrici ever since 1951 and hadn t ever received 
anything but a monthly bill and he wanted to officers 
.so he would get checks instead. It recall to my mind the 
story of the colored people on plantations 
who on election day of 18 65 rounded up the 
could find a nd headed out for town because 
been promised they would be given the vote 


near Mate hez 
biggest carts they 
they had 
and they 


wanted adequate conveyances to bring it b~ck home with them. 

Today's obituaries in the^hreveport Times carred 
account of the sudden death of Cl if Byrd at 61. This 
was a surprise for although Sister had reported he looked like 
death, \obin a hadn't seemed to think so. 

Thelma Kyser telephoned me this morning, saying she and 
John thought the. day so pretty, it occured to t hem I 
might like to join them and run down and look over 
Hidden %ill a nd Little .Eva and they would like to pick me 
up a nd then t a ke me to Northwestern for dinner with them 
afterward I should h a ve enjoyed the little outing but 
natritally I declined, knowing full well that dinner at the 


ev 


8 • 
)i; n 1 


8 i-e- t* 


In 


s 


A 
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I guess that page got gummed up at the bottom. I 
was .aging that I declined the invitation, feeling that 
dinner at the President's residence might last well over 
2 o'clock, and 1 wanted to keep my appointment 
with Ola Mae, Mrs. Kent and Carolyn, if she chanced 
to be with them, 


Monday, June 30th, 1958 


At 10 minutes before 2, one of my colored friends tapped 
on my door to say some of my Houston friends, formerly 
of Mqlrose, were hear nd had asked if I wouldn t like 
to r-ome over to the house for dinner with them, I declined 
n gain, naturally, and.for the same reason. And, 
as you have anticipated, the Word-Kei)t-Ramsy contingent 
never did show up, or at least h c oen t yet and it is 
8 : 30, It a ll seems so odd but perhaps a delayed 
letter cancelling the pointment will be comiiig in 
the.mj.il on the morrow. 

But there 's no sm a ll loss without some great gain 
and I must say I did get a lot of desk work accomplished 
as tlie afternoon hours wore on 


Memorandum 


Our wonderful ioeathe continues but a warmer trend 
is in the cards and today it rose to the mid 89& 

Today's mail was somewhat on the unexpected side 
in that it contained nothing from Ola Mae and two air 
mail notes from Aunt “illie, Hone of my secretaries 
were able to decipher more than an occasional word but 
from that I gather the lady must be b a ck-tracking a little 
from the thumping stand she took in her last letter, 

I shall save them for tomorrow when I may have better 
luck. 


Reverting to the R. E. A. thing, I c m under 
the impression J, d,, like his mama before him, labors 
under the illusion that if one does a good job, the world 
will automatic lly recognise it z nd accord the job at 
its proper v lue • In this they were both wr^ng, of course, 
I do not understand how^emocracy works but rely one 
important element in making it function is to keep 
the virtues of the Party in power or the promises 
of virtue of the P rty wanting to get into power constantly 
before the electorate. J, H. hu8 failed to keep 
the public informed of the problems he has had to 
solve and what has been done to bring the organisation up 
. to its high level and, bec c use of this failure, the 
untutored electorate h a s done itself out of 
a good Adnn.str tion in exchange for a poor one which 
h s no cl im to distinction except its hility to 
whip up the e.ecorate to do itself out of 
expert of in is jo do its work. It is 
interesting that after such a day of turmoil and when 
it became evident that J, H . was beaten, he announced that 
he would always be a vail a ble to assist in a ny way desired 
that the new President and Board might c r .li on him to do, 

I think the officials just .moving in will not be 

iff, * 12 

f, “ S ‘‘ *»• /leu-d.-ly. a pretty one . L , 

“ /0r ln ’P'™*ion if we euer need 


When the in-coming post revealed nothing by 
nation from Ola Mae c bout yesterday's missed 
Mfcment, I addressed an envelope to her, 

a blank sheet of Yucca House stationary 
might read into that almost anything 


ephoned to suy she and John had had 
a wondfrinuyEpp exploring the Hidden' Hill neig borhood 
a nd .ctB T b~ck to Horthwestenf until considerably 

was doll bly glad I didn t go with them for, 
h j m fflb yfe rTe so, I might have assumed that it was I who 
keep the appointment. 

Carmen telephoned- to read me an announcement 
in* the Picayune, h a ving to do with the op pointment 
of a Mrs. Thurman a3 the new Director of the Delgado, The 
lady's hnstand teaches Art at Sophie Newcomb 


Mr, Beckerman telephoned to tell me a few more 
things nbout the rumpus that went on t in the wake 
of the R. E. A. rumpus. In passing, he mentioned he 
h a d received a note from fames', asking that his 
subscription and that of Miss Ma-hiCr be renewed for 
niiothe six months, . 
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Tuesday, July 1st, 1958 


1 wrote James last night, strongly recommending 
that in regard to the enterprise subscriptions, I 
felt he would be well advised if he re-considered 
a renewal of *unt »illie's subscription, first on 
the grounds that it would tend to a uoid another loop¬ 
hole through which darts might be cast at Kay, secondly, beause 
I thought it wise to ignore a3 much as possible the 
existence of the scuffle going on, and thirdly, because 
I hoped the lady would be getting the Cane^iver 
Memo occasionally since 1 might on occasion have a» occasional 
pearl of wisdom to toss in her direction through such a 
medium.. It is ridiculous for me to give such advice, I 
guess, for too often it has been made pa nfully evid^rf 
that his h. ndlmg of the Storm affair is on such 
a different plane from anything I could imagine thJ/^^^r 
I suppose my treatment of the case must be equalj££^p 
mystifying to him, 1 have reason to believe th^^Bttmas 
a certain respect for my council on qccasionJ^^^BfLso 
know that frequently enough he doesn t folloJ^^^mich 
is prob a bly just as well since /*«, not und^^^^^mng 
the rules by which i would instinct ively^^^^Bf, would only 
make bigger mistakes than he already isJH^^^aven knows 
those seem to me to be sufficiently iv^KBKsly. 

Juanita, Pat's wife, telephone^f^K^BLiy to ask me to 
do her a fc.uor. Hite said she and out for 

California, via Las Vegas, next she 

wants to include San Francisco on the Pat 

wants to skip it in f^vor of more time at 

Angeles, She thought I could make him see which 

is to say, San Franc isco .. .interrupti on,... 

I think I shall be able to help the lady, ▼ 


met Celeste coming out. She had received a letter from 
her former sister-in-law, Betty Lane Regard Courege, of 
flew Iberia, Betty wrote that Weeks Hall died on Friday 
and was buried on Sunday, the Episcopal services having 
been held in Hewlberia at six o'clock on 
Sunday morning with only friends in the immediate 
neighborhood being present, —hence the odd hour 
for the services. 

On learning the news, I immediately telephoned 
Hr, Beckerman, .suggesting that he might run the 
story in this week s Enterprise, I suggested he 
use the phrase indicating that perhaps the 
Enterprise representative was the last newspaper man 
to be accorded <j» interview, which i8 probably true, 

( t » .**■* < 

On Sunday, I wrote Daisey in the Dell, being unable to 
recall if I had written her about Mr, Beckerman's 
report of a couple weeks back. It is odd to think 
that I wa3 i riting a bout aliOing person who, unknown to 
me, had just been buried, Mr , -Becksrman hunted up 
the Times Picayune for Sunday but could find only 
a brief announcement about the death and I suggested 
that as he had died at 8 o'clock on Friday 
mprning, it wa3 probable the Saturday Picayune 
carried the main obituary, He telephoned me tonight 
to say he is spending the evening at the college 
where he will consult the Saturday Picayune and will 
telephone me later tonight, —it is now 9:39, 
and I shall give him a sentence -or two. notice 

closer to home to Natchitoches readers by introducing 
Lyle s name. My hope is that the Enterprise may thus 
realize a notice that the Times missed. It seems so 
odd that Carmen who reads the Picayune, is always 


The imerr ption was the telephone, —a curious time 
for a business call, I had ordered a record that 
included that remarkable piano team in the U uy Lombardo 
organization and I am told this record contains that 
remarkable piano rendition of Tales of the * ienna Woods I 
mentioned years ago, I asked that the record be sent 

iifi&js to at - 
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is always telephoning me some chit-chat, such 
as Delgado doings or the like and yet obviously she 
failed to see the notice. I shall not mention the matter 
to her before Thursday when she will have had both copies 
of the local papers. 

She called me this afternoon, by the way, after leaving 
the office, to say she had heard from Ur. Wortham, saying 
.that he was delighted to receive the letter concerning 
Hidden Hill and Little Eva and that his partner, Ur. Evans, 
out of town on Monday, would be in Houston again today 
and wouldwrite for an appointment ,w th Thelma and me to 
discuss ways and means of putting the plantation on 
the Pilgrimage. 

The letter from Ola Uj.e speaks forttse.'f. 

X 7 j responding, i made a carbon that I might attach it 
for your delectation. X thought you would like the 
part ~'out being vaguely worried ahout Carolynwho, by 
the way, was obviously the only one .from whom Cla Mae 
ould h : ve secured the news about Melrose Sundays. 

I imagine Ola Mae and Mrs. Kent may have gone on a frolic 
at Old wonita and so forgot completely their appointment. I 
especially liked-.the way the sentence turned out, beginning, 
"as an intimate, you would be .conferring 
a favor, etc." since she will undoubtedly pass it 
along to Carolyn who may thus get the veiled rebuke 
that the cause of worry implies. 

• . ' 

It was good to hear from ^ames that he is courting 
Kay by correspondence . In. a letter to him last night, 

I pointed out she is bound to be wider a three way 
strain, —fileil, fraternel and marital, in 
her .preseni situation and that l think all of us 
' should be .guided a ccordingly in our correspondence. 

She surely will prove she is made of stern stuff if she 
succeeds in resisting the combined pressure ofAunt Willie 
a nd Farley, too.. In %heweeks ahead, I shall 
write Aunt Willie as usual on Sundays and shall 
make it a point to write Kay on Th rsdays. 

It was nice hearing from Whitfield^ 0 ack, Jr., and I 
shall get off a respo.nse tonight. From Thelma who is 
now sponsoring an awtograp hing party for Carrie in a couple of 
weeks, I was a sked if I would introduce the artist. 

I said I should be- d.elighted to go to town in behalf 

of Miss Mormon. Lordy, Lord, not to mention the gourds....... 


Wednesday, July 2nd, 1958. 


Memo rand urn : 

We were promised showers for today but the sky 
was never bluer and the day more summer-ish. 

t There s eems to be a vast amount of activity in 
making preparations for the impending week end family visit. 

Hot only are things getting a special going-over but 
extra helpers in the big : liouse and across 
the fence are being taken from other jobs and 
put to ujork under management they don t like. 

Celeste s servent, Carrie, got the 19th of June off 

for ~ frolic while Doreatha, the cook on this side of 

the fence had to work, and now Dorewatha feels she is 

due the 4th of auly but Celeste wants her to give arrie 

a hand, across the fence . and Uoreatha says she will consider 

if Carrie will give her a hand on the following day but 

Carrie doesn't like towork on this side of the fence and 

Celeste thinks we ought to tear down the place and I 

suggested burning down a barn is one way to get 

rid of a rat and so the stew boils aid bubbles, nd I'll be so 

delighted when L^bor Day has come and gone and 

a pleasure of family comings and goings has slowed down 

until the kiliday season. 

I continue getting r ports from various quarters 
in town concerning the R. E. A. ^revolt". Ur. Millspaugh 
telephoned me tonight n bout 7 and gave me a version 
he has heard from his associates. It seems to boil down to 
a bout this: --chicanery on the part of the organizers, 
discontent in a mild f.orm on the part of some of the 
more civilized voters that they have never been kept informed 
by the present Board of directors as to what goes on to have made 
it go on so successfully and a wide spread resentment on the 
part of the majority of R. E. A. subscribers that 
a company that is a community p oject lias for so long been 
run ip 3Uch a fashion that nobody knows or cares abou 
its operations and so zhere would be no point in 
acquainting aiiyhody with the hum-drum turn of the annual 
business wheel. 

in sulhstos<fita$ntbt89 mbtkicalZrpiaaitlinfPb&ftltfutkyinning of time, 
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Thursday, July 3rd, 1958 


The curse o the South is the economic and social 
conditions that have made it mandatory for 

the plantation owner to do the thinking for his plantation 
people. It's a necessary thing, of course, under 
existing circumstances, but it s a dangerous one, too, 
for once one gets in the h a bit of thinking for one group 
of people, one is likely to begin thinking for wider puaps, 
nd before it dawns upon you, you are playing the part 
o God Almighty and even though that role be interpreted 
in a benevolent sort of way, it can generate a trmendous 
mount of resentment without the actor ever sensing he 
is getting into anybody's hair. I suppose this 
m y have operated in tl>e present case in large measure. 

Everyone, friend and foe, agree that a. U. has 
done a magnificient job economically and that 8uch a 
high standard of effeciency and general 'happiness 
among the staff can be maintained under another, —cannot be, — 
but there obviously were enough people who resented 
the perfection and the tendency to do a grand job without 
ever considering the matter anybody else s business, so that when 
comb ned with the vote s of the stupid hill billies, 
the jig could be brought to &n abrupt end. 

Once when Celeste and Lyle were talking a bout 
some Henry Jiarac eris.tic.3, Pyle 3aid casually enough th t 
she might c s well accept the fact that -11 the uenry3 are 
dictatorial, and go .on from that point rather than getting 
bogged down by it. Some time later Celeste told 
J. u. what Lyle had said and J. U. in all seriousness 
seemed shocked that anybody should think him dictatorial 
although he readily conceded that prob : bly other 
members of the f amily were. 

I apologise for devoting so much time and taking up so much of 
yours on such a n un interesting subject. 1 feel, however, that 
there . re larger impl icat ions than R. E. A. in all this, however, a 
that it is a tiny s mple of some of the eiiements 
going in to make for commotion the world around ( Honesty and 
effeciency, rare attributes in themselves, aren t enough 
in human relations and the present case seems to demonstrate 
the point fairly well., . 


Our grand summer weather continues a nd the prc 
is for the same sort of stuff for the balance of U 
week. I hope it may be equally favorable in and 
qbout Lyme. 

• 

I shdL 1 try to remember to enclose a flock of 
things that will beof interest, —The Bluff corres¬ 
pondence and review of the Briarwood opus, 
data concerning Weeks Hall and so on. I must say 
that from *unt Willie's lines, it appears it is 
she that is doing her best to make Kay dis¬ 
contented with James. I find 3he is 
stretching it a bit when she refers to it 
as "our " problem since it would seem that she *• 
would speak more correctly if she termed it my 
problem 

I was mildly surprised at mid morning when 
Martin Hirsch, his wife Peggy and their son-Jahn, 
appeared unnanounced < They were heading for 
flew rleans for the week end and had stopped at 
the artist's house to order a guilt or some such. 

Martin said he had talked with Carolyn on the 
'ohone rti d she seemed fine. He said he understood 
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Friday, July 4th, 1958, 


Claire McCordle h^d h a d in .'Jew York at the time of 
, her death and been disposed of, two going to 
two different collectors in Paris, one to Hollywood 
and the third to somebody on the collecting, side in 
Manhattan, 

I thought Martin a little out of order when, 
without a sking permission, he got up, crossed the room, 
a nd began turning through some paintings I had 
trotted out for Ola Mae s delectation as of 
Sunday last past, 

I a m wonderingwhqt prompts the Hirsches to order 
n quilt from the artist. I feel instinctively there is 
something more to it than a desire of the Hirsches 
for such a Gobelin in a smuch as Peggy, while 
n very pleasant young matron, has no more feeling for 
primitive Art th a n has the lady next door. Perhaps 
they are going to sponsor a Hunter show on their own 
hook, 

I had quite a few calls today from various people 
who had read the Cane^iver M eno a bout the 
architectural triplets and wanted more. From 
Lucille, —Mrs, J, Alphonse Prudhomme of Oakland, 

I learned that Cahokia, Illinois, is q cross the river 
from St. Louis Missouri, which I didnt know 
before but a m glad to find out. 

Carmen teleponed me to settle one thing in her own mind. 
She said Mr, Beckerman had .written some thing a bout 
going tfO shadows on the l eche at my suggqsxbion and 
she simply couldn't believe it. She c G » it stand Mr. 
Bechejman, primarily, I believe, because ,he is Jewish 
which always seems to be the case when someone like Carmen 
whose mother was a Jewess, finds somebody of the same 
race on whom she can pick. It seems to be the same old 
thinjj of the mulatto forever sl a ppingat the negro which 
off hand seems to me to be as shocking as it is senseless, 

her attitude and so we came out even on that one . 


Memorandum : 

Today's weather was a typical July 4th's, — 
hot-hot and cloudless, 

The dew ipas so he a vy this morning, my shoes were soaked 
through before -*• had gone far- a cross the greensward in 
the direction of the Bindery where I had stored 
'the ramp for little Stephen's visit, this year, following 
his last visit, A ramp is certa inly G simple enough 
contrivance but somehow it seems difficult to get one 
made and so I was glad 1 had preserved this o e, I 
thought -• was go i-ng to get some help from " The Axe", 
but Mitchell fell c \own wh le he and I were touting it 
over to Celeste s, suggesting that his July 4th 
was already a success, for being high at 5 a,m, 
seems to represent some sort of sucqess for almost 
any day, including your Uncle^amuel s birthday. 

The Baton Rougers arrived in tow co ntingents, — 
one at 22:30 and the other and younger branch 
at 12 noon. Pat and wife and “an also came and John >»enk 
had arrived last night after a brief visit to Shreeport 
Thursday afternoon. It's pitiful but quite 

understandable how that youth flies out from home for Melrose 
on the sligh eslj excuse or no excuse at all, and 
if Melrose didn t exist, x reckon he would be finding 
some other haven from all the hubub in his own home. 

The General came over to see me at 3:30, bringing 
his granddaughter, Susan, with him, at To'ckock when 
all who had graced the dinner table were again about 
the board for sqpper, Susan who sat quite a distance 
from me, couldn t stop directing questions at me. 

Celeste, observed that Susan must h a u fallen in love with me 
but i hazarded the •. uess that any 6 year old child who had 
once found a couple of ' b a by white kittens to feed witti a spoon 


I 
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would be more th-n likely to cultivate their owner. 

TheGeneral was enchanted with all that he had to see 
in the gourd section and aksed if 1 would show his wife 
a nd Barbara, li Uledteve's wife, the collection. But 
they were busy playing cards at the moment and so 
didn't make it,until nearly six o'clock. It is an 
interesting point thatup to this writing, the General and 
his j ife are the only Henrys who have seen the gourds, 

Dan, of course, not carrying to see anything created and 

Celeste never h ving had time to glance in thier direction. 1 am 

so glad the fruit delighted the General so much. His 

wife thought Mary ifhitaker would enjoy seeing them but 

she and Alice Graham are in Europe a nd, according to this source, 

Roane did not finally go with them. “umor in f 

B a tor Rouje had it that Roane s "accident" wasn t 

so much from a bathtub fall a s from an attack 

by her brother, which sounds more plausible to me, 

not only because he did try to murder me once but also because 

it is difficult for me to imagine how anybody could 

fall in 1 don't care what kind of a bathtub a nd 

bump one's head so that it would require so many 

stitches. 

You can imagine how I smiled when the "neral s 
wife exclaimed while we were in the garden that she 
h c d something wonderful she wanted to tell me, something she 
hqd read in a ButonRouge paper., to wit, that the African 
Hause was one of the- 15 unqiue buildings in t he nation. 

I, of course, manifested vast surprise and delight. It 
certainly, showed, among other things, both how little 
and how poorly that bag reads, the papers. 

And so the 4th of °uly has about run its course. 

1 think x shallwrite some thing a bout Weeks Hal-1 for this week’s 
column before folding up my beard. ^ should love an 
evening musicale en p'lcine air, but probably would do better, 
in view of visitors, to stick to Mr. Scourby s rendition 
of H. Morton'3 Traveler In Rome . 


Sunday, July 6th, 1958. 




Memorandumi 

And so the 4th of July came and went and 
the ntiet obtaining momentarily seems wonderful. 

We got an inch of rain Saturday afternoon and 
„gain this afternoon, both of uh ich were 
e welcomed, not so much for the need of the rain, 
which ± could use to advantage on my side of 
the fence, as for the cooling qualities aocompoi ying 
a/i d following in the wake of the rains. 

The General and his granddaughter went to town 
yesterday afternoon and at supper I was presented with 
two nursing bottles, rather on the miniature si 2 e, 
being designed, I was told, for little girls 
playing at,dolls. These plastic bottles, a bout 
3 inches in length, are fully equiped with rubber 
nipples and when filled with milk, provide my 
two tiny kittens with a perfect sustitute for their 
missing mama's breasts. I was getting more milk on 
the outside of the little animals than on the inside 
and this gift reverses the .business and I 
a m wit a l delighted and so are the kitte-ns and 
so, obviously, were the General and his granddaughter. 

The BatonRou e pilgrims returned home today and 
Celeste seemed especially releived. Hhe had invited them 
and she had provided for much of their entertainment but 
seemed slap happy when they, had departed and even went 
so far as to tell the eneral's wife, when she 
was saying goodbye that it wouldn't be a good 
idea to come with plans for staying at her 
house, which she quickly corrected, but, of course, 
pot quite soon enough, after Madam General had remarked 
'that whe.n [ier husband was away, she thought she would 
come up and stay with Celeste and J. H. Celeste 

countered by saying the big house was really the best place and th 
was that. 

*■ The best lr.ugh of the week end came for me when I 
heard the General, J. H. and D a n talking a bout 
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current economic trends and deplored how everyone 
seems intent on getting something for nothing out 
of the Government by wcy of this or that kind 
of check. I caught myself wondering if 1, too, am 
ever guilty of such inopportune statements which theirs 
seemed io be, what with D a n having been collecting 
a Government check for the past 1 3 years for 
disability because he broke his arm while a waiting 
discharge from the Army, and while he, in civilian 
garb, was on a frolic in Alexandria, while the General 
has been collecting full d s a bility salary to the 
tune of thousands a nually also because of disability. 

How prone we are not to see the self things we complain 
a : out in others. <. 

: *• ^ o V - . . '' ' ,H ' i 

John Wenk brought me a young lady, staying . t 
one of the local c a nps, asking if I could give her a tour. 
It was just .time for the clan to assemble at 
dinner on Saturday. I suggested she come back at 2, 
which she did, briging 14 other campers with her, which 
I thought i nerve. Lloyd ii'enk blew in at the same 
tjme from Shrev port, bringing Jricnds with him and 
announcing he had come to spend the week end. hat 
struck me as both dumb and out of .order. I did not see 
him or his guests a a in so 1 reckon J. H. may well have 
changed his mind for him. 

Madam General asked me .to send her and to send her 
daughter-in-law boxes of gourds as soon i s they 
were ready for plucking. I take it they liked 
the gourds. She went into some rigamarole 
about her kitchen being done in yellow and green 
or some such and perhaps I was to deduce from 
ttiat she planned to decorate the kitchen. 

The only thing of interest * heard from her was 
that at the last minute, Roane discovered it was 
i "possible for. her to make the trip to Europe 
with Mary and Alice and I was sorry to hear it that. 

Charles . and /da Mazurttte s niece sent a message 
she was at some local camp and would ove to see me. 

I called on Saturday . bu she was in town, —some 
camp down below, the spillway. She honored me this 
morning, bringing h a lf a dozen ladies with her and I 
could have batted them all as I was listening to 
Invitation to Learning which Z wanted to hear, but, all in 
all it was a lucky week end for comparative quiet and 
nothing to get tangled up iu, 1 hope, until 
Labor D a y . 


Monday , July 7th, 1958, 


Memorandum: 

The humidity is wonderful, what with another 
dirzzle that totaled something over an 
inch during,the day and tonight it is still drizzling. 

Some of the obituaries covering keeks are 
beginning to come to hand. 1 shall enclose one or t wo 
and more will follow. I reckon / may have 
remarked that I am doing a little something about 
keeks for this Thursday^s Cane River Memo. I 
tried to incorporate a d a b of humor because Weeks knew how 
to laugh, and q d a b of seriousness and I'm hoping the 
balance turned out a lright. 

I intended mentioning something conerning a 
poem in yesterday's memo but didn t get around to it. 

In Matehitoches there's an organization known c s 

Holmes radio shop or seme such « Mr. Holmes has operated 

this business for years and I always remember him as the 

first person in Natchitoches to nyainatii ) a private 

plane. His wife, Amelia, operates a record shop 

in connection with the radio branch. They have a daughter 

working inGhreveport and doing something or other 

in the theatre. I have never met <ji y of them but 

recently Z did contact Mrs. Romes by telephone, h a ving 

learned she was pretty good at tracking down records 

and I wanting to round up that Lombardo Tale of the 

Vienna Woods business. We hav chatted casually in transacting 

that matter and, as she expressed the hope that her daughter 

might one day see u elrose, * su gested they come down 

whenever her .daughter is in town but t he daughter 

seems busy and I still have never met any of them. Picture 

my surprise, therefore, when Mrs. Holmes telephoned me 

the other day, — Sunday, - saying she had something 

she wanted to read to, me and proceeded to recjte 

a poem she had contrived for me and, I guess, about 

me although a thunder storm then in progress made 

listening something of an uncertain adventure. If she 
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forwards it, as she threatened to do, x shall send 
it along. I suppose the Idy may know people like Celeste 
and so perhaps has heard of me but it does seem odd 
that she should bother to take pen in hand to toss off 
an ode without ever having known me. 


The Traveler in Rome b> Morton which x mentioned the other 
.day has proven a most entertaining vollfme. It is 
a a cked with information a bout the city s long 
history but the material is so skillfully handled and 
the various periods so broken up and pushed about that it is 
very easily digested a nd leaves one, at the conclusion of each 
little sortie, longing for additional particulars. I 
must write the author and ask him to tell me what I have 
never been able to learn, to wit, whence cometh 
11 the data which people like himself, Cibbon and others 
employ. I suppose that during the Repu lie and 
Empire there must have been an elaborate archives 
documentation but I am wondering how this survived, if it 
did su vive, d 1 the destruction that has gone on 
during the past couple of thousand years and where today 
one finds such material * Perhaps the^atican 
Library preserved much of this but however that may be, 

I am curi 0U3 to know. 

* , 

And speaking ^f the written word, don t you find that 
the current ribbon is holding up rather 
better than those that do not come in the sealed 
containers. 1 am not certain 

Apparently the world of Art is perking with 
great vigor i t this bend of the •river at the moment. 

The a rtist sold many pictures on Sunday, as I was 

informed by passing pilgrims, who had done the purchasing , and 

yesterday there were cars fipm Shreveport, Dallas and Houston 

parked in front of the l a dy s door and today she 

had her granddaughter tele phone me to sk if 1 would 

receive pilgrims from Mississippi, Mic-hUgan and 

Illinois, and I said I would not. 

Later she . called t.o say she had a lot of work to 

do "for that man what come last T ursday morning", meaning 

. . ,, . , , . , j .-* j 


Martin H.irsch> and when she got it r eadu, would 
nothing at all suggestive of the fall of Rome . 


rtist arc 
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Tuesday, July 8, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

What a delightful surprise I discovered in to-day's post. The recommendation 
that I make use of the gifts enclosed for fun will be followed in large measure 
but I think I shall also make use of them for the vast assistance,too, which 
these remarkable "wheels and reels" provide for a d&zen different media of help 
in my daily chores. How nice of little Miss Lee to give such a big help in 
getting over all the hurdles stretching from here on through the balance of the 
year and how many an hour with each close of day will I be blessing her for 
standing so steadfastly by my elbow. 

Our hot, humid, drizzly weather continues although the sprinkling didn't begin 
tonight until sundown. Tomorrow's forecast is for continued ■ widely scattered 
showers. 

I was mfflly surprised at 7 when returning from breakfast to have a call from 
Carolyn out of Shreveport. She asked if she could see me at 9:30. She could. 

She is fiddling with the National or the United Gas Company with a view to 
doing 10 half-hour movies covering this section of the country —Florida to 
Texas, stressing the historical aspects of the region,— about 5 minutes, the 
present aspect of things for about 15 minutes, and the balance, minus the 
advertising for suggestions to industry for the future. She wanted assistance 
in taking the prospectus which is to be submitted to the Gas tyeoons tomorrow 
morning, and wekworked it out although she was still here at noon and so dined 
with us at the big house,— Eugene, the two Wenk boys, J.H. — after which there 
was some more concentrated effort and the job was done and off she drove to 
Shreveport or where ever. She is, by the way, opening an office in Shreveport, 
although I know nothing more than that. Perhaps it is in connection or 
"desk space* with Ola Mae,— I didn't ask. 

I took the opportunity to settle a couple of points concerning Martin Hirsch. 

In the past, Martin hasbought his pictures through me, knowing that since I am 
closest to the source of supply, I am able to get the best creations. But the 
other day, he called on the artist before seeing me, ordered a Gobelin and 
seme pictures. Today Carolyn said she had talked with him on the phone and he 
had told her what kind of boards the artist would need to paint the pictures, 
etc., and the artist had already asked me to ship the things for her when ready. 

I stopped Carolyn before she had mentioned the type of pictures desired, pointing 
out that since Martin had transacted his business with the artist, secured the 
prices,etc., he might feel equally free to carry out the balance of the project 
such as furnishing the materials, keeping her on the line as to Subject matter, 
making shipments,etc. Something tells me that Martin won't get very far when 
he gets tangled up with the details and will be happy enough to appeal to me 
before he gets through with his present unexpected tack. 

........A.B.C. ... 

Mrs.Holmes sett her poem today and I enclose same. I smiled when my secretary 
blandly remarked that both versions were just alike and so I never read the 
second. So runs the day and so I turn to my tape and:.... 

















/* 
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I notice the last paragraph got gummed up, 

/,$ was reporting that Alton Johnson had received a n 
offer from Ford to join their designing Department 
Detroit. He declined considering it until after he 
graduates from college and a think he is right. 


in 
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Wednesday, 'July 9th, 1958. 


b- 


Memorandum : 

Our hot and humid weather continues without 
more than a scant sprinkle today, however, al though it 
poured this afternoon fromPerry to Alexandria according 
to J. a . who - telephoned from down there about supper time. 

, As for myself, - i got one laugh and one sigh of 
relief which isn t bad for any day's total. 

The sigh of relief came when Thelma telephoned me to 
chatter on seve al points. °he said the Louisiana 
Room at northwestern usually had quite an advance schedule 
for exhibitions and she wondered if I would give thought 
to when I should like to have the place set aside 
for a» exhibition relating to contributions 
I had made to Louisiana. I told her I could 
prepare for such an exhibition within a matter 
of moments and the space required would embrace only 
space enough to hold three tiny tests tubes, one contd ning 
a d a b of blood, the second a dab of sweat and ther 
third a vial of tears. • <. • 

She said she and Sudie had been up to Briarwood 
a nd gathered up some canvases of D or mon irses 
that would be used to grace the walls of the 
party when the autographing gets started on 
July 21st. Thelma asked me what 1 was going 
to send up fr.m down here. I told her 'that would 
remain to be seen. She said she had mentioned the 
m.-tter of Carrie speaking and that Carrie had 
expressed a preference to have John introduce her. 

Tht is where the sigh of relief entered for now I 
shall not h ve to attend the autographing party. John is an 
excellent speaker and is on home ground, being president 
of the institution where the pow-wow is to take place 
and, as you may readily imagine, I am entranced at not 
having to get rigged up and attend the thing. 


. 




* 
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Thursday, July 10th, 1958, 


The laugh came when Carmen telephoned 
to read me a letter from the Wortham-E mms people 
of Houston in respouse to the letter, signed by ^ 

Carmen, a copy of which you have recently 3een. ■‘■he 

response was enthusiastic in its affi^ution 

of adesire to participate in the Cttober 

Pilgrimage and Said that, --and here is 

the l a ugh line, — n 3ome.time between now and 

mid October a conference would be arranged to „ 

conclude whatever points were to be settled. Between now 

and October" probably indie, tes as well as anything 

the general pu lies lack of comprehension of the 

amount of planning in advance that must go into 

such a project, such as preparation of publicity 

which i3 right now in the works, plans for 

routing the pilrims, preparations made on 

the several points to which pilgripis are welcomed, 

etc,, etc. 

But there was another line that brought forth a mild 
smile. Quoting again from the letter• 

"The negroes are thinking qbout changing the 
name of St. imon's Church on Little Eva to 
Uiicle 1 om's Memorial Baptist Church .......... " 

Of course the negroes on the plantation never heard 
.of Uncle 1 om in their lives. Surely, if this isn't 
a n inspired "thinking" there never was one but, nevertheless, 
I, am all favor of the notion although I do think 
the Uncle^^om's Memorial Baptist Church ought to 
be several'miles down the road at Chopin on 
Hidden Hill plamqtion in the neigkbrhood of . 

Uncle Tom's final resting place and where he lived out 
Ins life, an$ not up at littie “va Plantation ( 
where Uncle om's never dwelt but where St. Simon s 
Church chances to be situated. 

right, of course....... 


Memorandums 

Only a half inch rain today, that coming 
between 4 and 5 o'clock. That enabled me, 
by.stopping at 5 to put out some rat 
poison, mixed in corn meal and accordingly I 
n m holding the thought that the broken clouds now 
dominating the sky, may not let down any moisture 
to wash au>ay the meal. 

o ... i«.' -iz bw.c a *. ' v ' . ■ 

During the past couple of nights, rats h c ve 
invaded the gourd arbors, chawing up a dozen 
gourds and cutting as many more from their 
stems. They seem to specialize in the 
more tender one which probably provide them with 
something by way of taste and substance some¬ 
thing a fri?i to musk melons. 

They do their work during the night and 
were one „ble to see them, their artistry in scaling 
the b n mbooo poles and suerrying along 
the b a mboo girders ought to be quite 
entertaining in the field of acrobatics. 

, I am sorry to h.,ve to try to discourage 
their fun permanently but if they insist on 
ruining my crop, I seem to have no ^other alternative. 
And so I wedged a half dozen full sized shingles 
into the vine.3 at the points where b n mbbo 
upright meets b a mboo horizontal a :id some 15 feet about 
ground level , I placed fine banquets of corn meal, plus, 
and am hoping that right now they are as busy 
a t their banquet a s politicians were want to be 
at a u oldfineweek end entertainmnet. 

jttid speaking of "the mess in Washington", what 
a fandango that Sherman Adams dance has turned 
out to be. 1 had supposed the old custard pie 

comedy days were long since gone but here seems 
to be the same sor.t of. thing, cropping up right 
in the nation's capitol I must say I, too, 
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Friday, July 11th, 1958. 


even as Robina, thought Mr. Adams was far too 
clever to get caught in such an unsavory 
business. 

I thinly you will agree with me that the letter 
from Daisey in the Jell concerning Jeeksis the best 
we are likely toencounter on that subject. In 
d n y or two, J suppose, she will be receiving 
the Enterprise carrying my column devoted to 
leeks and I shall be especially hopeful t at 
she finds it to her liking. When James wrote to 
say he would like to sned subscriptions 
to several people, asking me for a list 
I, of course, included, the name of Daisey. Perhaps 
I mentioned that Mr. Beckerman telephoned me 
the other day to ask me if he should write letters 
to those whose names appear on the li3t, so 
that recipients may know the source whence they 
cometh. I immediately recall that Aunt illie s 
n a me was on the li3t, --for a re -newal, 
a nd i accordingly suggested that no letter be 
sent to the c foresqid gift subscribers. Subscriptions 
being what they are and what with *unt Willie h a ving been 
on the list during the past 3ix months, 1 assume 
she may continue receiving the paper without ever 
stopping to realise that her subscription 
a ctu.ally was to run out on the 1st of July • 4s 
for the others, such as Lionel Jeanmard, Robina 
and so on, I suppose they will assume that I 
an responsible and if any of them write, -i can 
easily enough set them straight. 

\. , .noA oodr r i ar i 

I had coffee with the ladies across the fence today, 
the first time in several days, and I was impressed 
by the exceedingly frail appearance of Madam Regard. 

Her h a nds shake constantly and her step seems 

so uncertain, I instinctively give her my arm when 

she decides to go from the gallery into the living room. 

Stephen telephoned J. R. this .morning, a sking that 
photographs of Melrose be sent to New York for 
some athyl publication. J. H. Cnlled on me 

for same..and^started to^write down thejiateof Melrose as 1839, 
finally turned over the rapt ion writing to me. I 
encltsea a copy of the R. E. A. paper giving a» account 

of the Board of irectors scuffle, tucking it in 
with this week's 'Enterprise .......• 


Memorandum• 


"in my Father's house there are many mansions 


_ . 

This happy thought has been g -Hoping a round m my 
mind all afternoon, what with the postman bringing 
the surprise package from Lyme this morning and w 

what with me makingvisual tours through "Enviors de Paris 
"Normandie", and so on around the siwng of the 
Chateaux de France. 

» 

I a m perfectly entranced with the whole business and 
utterly delighted at the prospect of all ihe pictorial 
trips in the future I shall be making through this 
fabulous assortment of delightful places. 

Just by chance, 1 opened the first book 
at random on the aerial view of Maintenon and 
naturally found that a most likely start for 
me in viewof tlte association with Quatorze. 

V rious duties interrupted me all afternoon as 
my tour was taken up, temporarily pu as ide and 
then resumed, interrupted again re-resumed and. 
so around the clock. 

Fov the moment a ll I,shall say is that * am completely 
delighted and, if you don t mind, -<■ shall be referring 
to many a chateau in the days -head as 1 pa33 from 
one pleasant place to another in successive sittings, re¬ 
visiting them again and again and,probably often 
recalling many a memoire related to one or another, either 
within my own time or in the days of those who < 

have had things to do or to say a bout them down 
through he centuries. 

There are always so many h a ppy birthday surprises 
originjinating for me in Lyme that-in this latest 
I find myself again thankful that birthdays in my life come 
with such unexpected frequency, and today s delight could not 
be exceeded and happy is the man who has such a 
lovely rememberance from such a lovely source and such 
a satisfying promise of Biblical origim "In my 
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Sunday July 15th, 1958, 


Father's house there are many mansions . 

John Cochran, who is somehow associated with 
a State or Federal agricultural agency, came to see me thi3 
morning, unannounced, at the usual, unusual hour 
of 8. He brought some youth with him, and both expressed 
a'stpnislwent at the gourd assortment, with John praying me 
for seeds and offering to exchange gourds from the 
88 Parishes he serves and wherein he occasionally discovers 
a rare gourd, 

A little before 9, the General telephoned me from 
Batontiou e, asking for color films of the big house 
which he had in mind to supply Ethyl for-the front page 
of one of its publications. 


At 9, I took my visitors to h r ve coffee 
fence where both are counted as old acquatanc• 
Regard, having gone to a 7o'clock Mass across 
resting but Celeste enterz a ined, She said she 
comingtiunday afternoon to take pictures, As 
works herself up into the status of a martyr 
of a Sunday afternoon visitor, I was at first 
then learned she,wanted to get someone in the 
instruct her on how to take a pretty picture 
knew I wouldn t mind such a Sunday afternoon 


across the 
es. Madam 
the river, was 
had people 
she always 
at the thought 
surprised but 
party to 
and so she 
interruption, 


Tonight, between 8 and 9, Sterling ook called 
from Shreveport. suggested he come td Hatchitoches 
'on Monday and call me in the afternooon a nd 1 shall tr V to 
work him in for that afternoon, a nd perhaps evening. 

It g n ve me vast satisfaction th t it didn't rain last 
night and that the field rats took to my corn meal 
banquet with vast apetite. It rained again this fternoon, 
but at sundown, 1 put out anothe banquet and right 
about now, I hope, the rodents are having another 
go at the proffered feast which ought to be about their final 
one with agoodly flock of gourds accordingly preserved from 
their onslaughts. 

And so another week-end begins and a mighty happy one it is 
for me, what with all the delights awaiting me in untold 

staircase of Anet, a stiarcase to be mounted in one s 
dreams to the 17th century and tic a ven, with little Miss Lee 
as guide .....• 


Memorandum : 

I hold the thought that the weather at Lyme 
approximated that obtaining locally. tit is true 
that we did have a heavy rain this morning but that 
was at 4 o'clock so nobody was inconvenienced by 
it and by 5:15 when the Hun was arising, the world 
was all newly unshed and lovely, 

I did a. d a ft of eading on Saturday night 
as is my custom, I am still in H, V. Morton s 
"A Traveler income" and am filled with admirstion for 
the masterful way the author has handled what must 
be about the most gigantic subject anyone could ( 
undertake for a single volume if, as in M r, Morton s case, 
he is a b'le to present the unheard of mass of material 
in entertaining and detailed form. 

Quite unexpectedly ti ran into BetsyPatterson of Baltimore 
who married Napoleon's brother, Jerome, in 18 03. The 
Bonapartes received her kindly inRomse along „ bout 1817 
but the former Baltimore belle must have been 
a tiresome snob. She was furious, for excmple, because 
her son had the temerity to marry an 
American gril of Baltimore, so humilitating to his 
mother who thought her son too wonderful to waste his 
life on an American, especially coming from 
the same town his mother did, L et me see, the f 
Luchess of Windsor came from the plade, too, didn t she. 

In the wak e of a 85 year sojourn in Europe, the 
former Miss Patterson returned to Baltimore where 
being a miser, she lived in rooming houses and 
could be recognised on the street from afar, always 
carrying a red umbrella and a carpet bag, Ghe died 
along a bout 1879, +le a ving an estate of 
a million five hundred thousand dollars whichwas 
qite a fortune in those days. 

And today, between rain time and dawning, I so much 


i 








_____ _ __ _ \ 
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enjoyed, a little tour through the chateau country 
of France in the Enviors and to the outh. I was 
perfectly delighted to spend some time noting details 
a t Vaux-le-Vicomte, especially the interiors which 
one seldomsencounters in photographs, it seems to me. 

When one pauses to consider that * ontainebleau was 
n bout the finest palace the King could boast of at 
the time Fouquet created Vaux, one is more than 
ever impressed by the classic concept of the Fouquet 
masterpiece and one is somehow filled with wonder that 
such a gifted, person asthe Ministre des Finances should have 
been so short-sighted as to invitethe King to 
, a place that so far outshone in magnificence anything 
the Crown could boast of. 

,is yet 1 haven't discovered V a lencay of the Tallyrand-rerr 
but tha is one of the delights of such explorations, since 
one^always has something else to look foward to in the 
next go-round. ‘1'he presence of the apartment 

of Madam de Pompadour's at the Chateau de Ch a mps naturally de 
me, for that likeness i3 iudeeed a rarety. 

i was distressed to notice that the Mhreveport 
Columbia station did not carry Invitation to u earning 
this morning. i must write them O hout that. 

Mr. Beckerman telephoned me to say he 
hqd received this week's Cane “iver M em o and wanted to 
ask if he might call it to the attention of the 
owner of the restuarant I menti tied in it with a view 
to having re-prints made for .patrons of the 
establishment. 

a liugh ev^ry time 1 t think of this column, — 

Food for Thought. 1 was part way through with it and had 
but 10 minutes more to know off the last three quarters 
of the thing when Irma Somperyac Willard telephoned. 

I like her so much for her kind heart but she rambles 
n hout so much in her conversation and I had so 
completely forgotten where 1 had left off with the article 
and what I might add to finish it that I could have 
choked the lady for the inopportune moment she chose to 
chatter. But perhaps it didn t turn out so badly 
after a ll, and by Thursday we shall see . 


Monday, July 14th, 1958. 


Memorandum: i . ■ . % 

It certainly sounded like Bastille Day, around 
about one o'clock this noon, not the 1958 
version but the 1789 version, for our daily shower 
came along about a quarter to one and the clatter 
a nd banging were impressive. 

• • 

Oil the telephone the other day, 1 had suggested 
that Sterlingfook, cdling fromShreveport, 
get in touch with me on Monday between o and 2. 

I waited until 3 o'clock, not a sound having issued 
from the 'phone, and then went to the store to 
ttend to a couple of things and Sterling Cook rolled up m 
his fine car . It seems the thndsr bolts had an knocked 
out communications and tonight at 11 :30 it is still out of commission 

by 5 o'clock the sun was shining again.and we went for 
a Cane *‘iver tour, after which 1 took my guest to 
the ‘ L own If 0 use, returning here a bout 7 to sit by 
St.^iggin s Fountain as daylight faded into dark. 

As it chatted, we discovered we knew a couple 
of people of yesteryaear, although neither of us 

h a d ever dreamed that we knew a single person, knon to the other, 
it seems that Sterling had spent some of his youthful days 
in a plage called Denton, Texas, and was quite well 
n cquainted with Kenneth and 'udolph and had seen 
Rudolph frequently during the war years when 

Sterling was living in MewYork and Rudolph was onStaton Island. 

‘ - ” • • 

Today's mail waslnclined to be somewhat non¬ 
descript hut, although it came to me as a surprise, it supplied 
me with a marvelous example of what a very under-privileged child 
can do when he sets his mind to the doing. 

At the present time, Will Roger's son, Mark, a 
Korean veteran, is among my better secretaries. 

Murphy Brown who helps me in the garden now and then , is 

the father of "15 head of ohillun"• Every once in a while 

one or two of the 15 will pass by my door | sking if 

they cpn help me with the mail. They don t know many words and 


• • • • 
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only occasionally do 1 have anything they can really do. 

One of Murphy s off-sprin is R. E., - perhaps 14, ne 
seems to he a friend of Mark's and sometimes they pass 
this way together, Today was a case in point and on ijheir 
-rrival, R . E, in a matter of pseaking riding on Mark s coat 
tails, said he would like to read, more or less to prove to me, 

I suppose, that he is indeed profficient, I picked up a 
letter at random and handed it to ark „na said : 

"Mow let's see what your friend can do," 

% 

And R, E, proceeded to show me something -i 
hand' t expected, for he unfolded the letter and began 
reading it. straight off at a great .rate. It is true that it 
seemed.a little difficult for me to comprehend but l let 
him go ahead, «hen he was finished 1 told him thought 
he made excellent time but that frankly I hand t understood 
much of it. Me put the letter down as 1 was speaking and 
Mark, glancing at it, looked a second time, and observed that 
the letter wasn t written in English, As R. E, has never i^eard 
of any other tongue than English, 1 was enormously 
impressed. Me had been so determined to show he could read 
with dispatch, he had manufacture red a » entire letter out 
of his head without a moment's hestiation which 1 think 
is extraordinary for a boy of his tender years and -inexperience, 

Natural ly we all laughed together and both youths got 
a lanyap and off they went, delighted with the 
world and probably amused they both should know 
such a strange pe son .as they found me to be, 

I took the oppotunityof going up and down 
the new black top higway on the opposite of the river 
this evening, during d 1 the years the people 
of co-lor weren t allowed to vote, the road was never 
repaired but now that these people, some of them the 
larger tax payers in the Parish, have the ballot, the liill- 
billy politicians, a ltuough it must kill them, have to admit 
to themselves that they do need votes to get elected and so 
the new highway has been completed, I passed and 
paused .at the old Francois Robiaux hous.e up 

near Bermuda. x t is still a noble house in spite of its neglect 
and mean patching up ife has had since the 1870 s. I 
was surprised to discover, however, that the summer houses 
covering the‘ two largest cisterns in the Parish, just behind 
the old mansion, have fallen down but the cisterns appear 
still intact. And so the night dvances and so 1 must fold,... 


Tuesday, July 15th, 1958, 


Memorandum: 

It seemed to odd today that there should be 
no rain. It is true that the clouds boiled up into 
a tremendously threatening mass and the thunder 
growled and rolled but nothing ever came of it 
except the threat and within an hour after mid¬ 
day, the skies were all blue again. 

Sperling °ook came bye at 2 o'clock and 
remained until 4. I had carried several portraits 
out on the gallery before he arrived so that he might 
photograph them in color and this having been recorded, 
we were fb'le to enjoy a little chat before he went on his way. 
He invited me to dine with \iim in town but I declined, 
hoping that I might get caught up"on what was going on in 
the world for I had missed July 14th doings and I 
wanted to learn something q bout American marines being 
flown into the Lebanon etc. I'm afraid the aforesaid 
"leather-necks" h a ve pushed Mr. Goldfine and Mr. Adams 
slap off the front page. 

So often I hear people make statements I cannot 
believe are true but which the speaker believes to be 
true,, that I sometimes wonder why I don t make inquiry 
from the person who makes such statements. A case 
in point occured • at breakfast this morning when 
John H'enk asked me if I had ever met Alexander 
Scour by and 1 told him I had not. Me said (fe had 
studied about him in a n English course in school. I 
was puzzled on two points, first as to how he should 
ever have heard of the name of Alexander Scourby and second, 
h a ving heard, how he could have mixed it p 
with some other individual. Sometime when talking 
n bout t e stage, i'll ask John if he ever saw 
Alexander Scourby on TV and that will provide, perhaps, 
gn opening for the answer 1 should h a ve liked to h a ve had 
when he first mentioned Mr. Scourby. 

The clipping a bout /forth Louisiana writers . n . , 

strikes me as, well done. I didn t know before that Dr. aoel 
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Wednesday, July 16th, 1958. 


fletpher had a sister, --the brother President 
of Southwestern, the sister on the staff of northeastern, 

I knocked off a note to the lady yesterday, congratulating 
her on the article and expressing the hope that she 
might re-visit the same Melrose she mentioned in her 
article. 

1 think it quite funny that Harnett Kane's picture 
should have been included next to Hiss “ormon 
nd othe !forth Louisiana writers since “arnett himslef has remaki 
to me in times gone bye that he didn t know there was 
n nything north of Baton^ouge in the Pel ica n State. 

I shall be curious to know if a ny of the soceity ps <es 
carried any references at all to the Versailles Ball, 
as / recall, that was for July 11th and i should 7i a ve supposed 
tue Washington office might well have issued some sort 
ofparticulars to the press if none did not, indeed, 

’ ,3 V' e from Paris itself. As yet 1 * 3 have heard nothing 
a?ia acheck of the Picayune reveals nothinn on 
that subject, 

I Was jlad that telephone service was restored 
thisaft-rnoon, following a 24 hour break although 
its restoration really did me little good, what 
with ell the teen agers, unable to gossip with 
their hoy and girl friends, h a ve kept the thing 
so tied up that I finally had to go to tlte 
store which has g private wire, in order to establish 
contact with The nterpri se which was waiting for 
some inform tion' x had promised to secure,. Eventually 
I must make a tape recording of contempoary teen agers 
engaged in telephonic courting, 1 had never realised 
until this 1 te d- te how many different points there 
are about which some point may be hashed over such as 
how it happened that one of the two had spoken to 
somebody else at the honkey-tonk a week ago last when ever and how 

matter can be strung Out for hours on end. At 
the present time, there are 9 subscribers on this particular 
lin.e, making it, j suppose, one of the most used lines 
m the entire system .* Imagine how much time is left 
in a day when Celeste has finally contacted 2© ladies 
far a frolic and compared notes with half a dozen others 
on thumping a partner's ace at the last session, plus 
three or four youths and maidens making use of the 
balance of the subscriber outlets, each stringing out 

A? e 8 : <ii ie afi$ t ifi-cJ>fi¥ny l c{t2!t5 fit .324 s4jf%$ PtiQIly miraculous , 

I shall be so gl d when school is in full swing 0 again for there may 

be some hopes of contact with the outside world up until 

3 in the afternoon, at least, Jell, so much for now but 


Memorandum• 

How nice to find such a nice fat envelope in today's 
post, I have read and re-read every line of it and some 
of the clippings, the balance of which will be taken up 
on the morrow. And thanks much for enclosing the 
folder, giving me such a fine concept of the neighborhood 
in which you recently found yourself. I haven't been 
out that way since the mid 195Q's and I suppose the last 
time I was there may well have been on Decoration Day week end, for 
I recall how pleasant it was awakening to discover purple 
lilacs in full flower just beyond the open French windows beyond my bed 
and lilacs in that area somehow always suggest the latter 
part of May just as the end of the first week and beginning of the 
second week if May in D a ris dL ways suggests the muget, 
or rather the lily of the valley. 

It was so interesting to read about your little feathered 
friends and especially the one "tearing his hair" during 
your sojourn away from home. Can you imagine his die-stress in 
being so moved wit lonliness for his mistress as to feel 
impelled to pluck out feathers sufficiently to wound himself thus. Some 
how, while reading a bout it, my mind instinctively recalled 
The nightingale and the Hose. And what a surprise for the poor thing 
when, out of sheer joy on yourreturn, he tried to take to 
the air but could only go clop on the floor. I hold the 
thought that his re -feathering will be speedy and that he will 
not try de-pluming himself again right away. 

You a shed a bout the national Geographic in which 
Harnttt T, Mpne has the article, I have not seen it, 

When I heard that it was out some time b a ck, I drop word 
about it, foolishly, over a, coffee cup, --foolishly, because 
I should have known full well th&t the lady had no time for 
such matters,' so far as procuring same is concerned but 
would probably take time to gallop through the article, were 
it to fall into her hands. 

I am glad the Lombardo thing turned out alright. I have 
never heard the record, of course, but only the section 
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Thursday, July 17th, 1958. 


wherein the piano cfuo is galloping through the 

Vienna moods and I m delighted if that turned out as I probably 
Iteard it, for at tne time, it seemed so delightful that I 
wanted to share it immediately. 

I found it a happy coincidence that only i>n our chat of last 
evening, J- mentioned something a bout the Versailles B^ll and 
thereupon came your clipping in today's post concerning 
thetake off for that festival, leading me to believe that perhaps 
3ome newspaper reference may subsequently be made to the 
party itself. 

I am so glad you mentioned the L hateau of Menars in the 
Chateaux series and x believe touched on that item in a 
recent jnemo. I believe it to h„ve been one of the lady'3 
favorite residences and the .one to which she sometimes gave 
thought to retiring, going so far as to have made at 
least two trips there perhaps a year or so before her death, when 
such a trip must Itave reuquired quite a lot of planning in 
advance, what with the exceedingly heavy that was always hers 
where ever the King chanced to be since he was want to 3up and 
dine in her apartment, even when 3he was indisposed, so that 
getting things rigged up f or such a trip as would take her 
away fromV rsailles for a few days without King and Court must 
have been quite a job and the impulse strong to 

have impelled her , to carry it out. *har a splendid treasure these 

volumes are and how readily I share your enthusiasms over 

the prospect of l.ittle Miss Lee and Lestan someday 

doing them leisurely through a prolonged sojourn, as between 

a springhtly Spring, a le isurely Summer and o 

mellow Aytumn, a bs' rbiug as tne seasons progress. 

The expression, wood burning, was qujte perfect aid I 
understood perfectly, having, in my childhood, tried my 
hand at precisely that line of endeavor. But I'm sorry 
the chest came apart but how very remarkable that you 
should' have discovered such a treasure, /forgotten tempor¬ 
arily, during which prolonged interval of its disappearance, 
we got tp know the author a little better. 

I t 

Today it didn t rain and the deep blue of the sky and radiance 
of the sunshine went so harmoniously with with the frame of mind which 
today's post brought to me.......... 


Memorandum : t 

M ur,velous to relate, we had no rain today, but 
it wasn t so marvelous along the Joyous Coast 
where they had another downpour between Bermuda and 
B a you Hatches, with sufficient force as to cool the 
air down this way from 96 down to 90, which really 
made a very pleasant difference this afternoon. 

I didn't get around to thank you yesterday for calling 
my attention to the 1957 date on the 1958 Cane River Memo headling. 

I telephoned M r. beckerman immediately but he was out 

and 30 I wrote him a note about it. He called me 

this evening a bout 7:50, saying he and Brofessor Ibser 

were planning to venture into the Cane Biver country tonight 

to call on Bill Jones and asked if 1 would like to 

join them and, if not, if I would care to receive the 

qforesaid Beckerman and Ibser, following their 

call on the Joneses. I lied and said T had a friend 

here from Ohio whom I had promised to go to dinner in town with forth 

although it is true that Sterling 0 ook .depated for MewOr leans 

this morning. But my dday has been .inordinately busy and I 

had just splashed through a restful bath and 

was on the point of making a little tour with 

"A Tr z veler in Rome" before doing &y desk work, and 

hence my selfishness in saying !{o to the gentlemen. 

This week'.s Memo, —"Bowie on the u ill of Bare" is 
being tak n to Alexandria in the morning by Mr. 

Beckerman with a viewof re-prints for the owner of 
the restuarant-motel concern which I suppose 
may be accepted readily enough by the proprietor. I 
have i.n mind to do cn other Memo on Bowie along 
about ^hristmas t'ime in which 1 shall incorporate 
Dr. . endfmin Chase's account of Bowie's 
recuperation at Mantua plantation, following the 
Snad Bar duel, and as this account has never 
been published, it will probably be a matterof 

nrcPiiVii 3 ,} zf'wMUiriuimr? ly f° r 
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I wanted, to thank you, too, for letting me 
know about the new Esso map carrying on its cover 
the Eirates Alley scene. I had not heard that 
the new map is out and, if it joes like the 
Melrose one did in being late in reaching this area, I 
shall proba'ly not encounter one for some time so that 
the information you supplied is doubly appr eciated. How 
rcmarkrble it is that so much data about things 
happening in my back yard come to hand, via 
Lyme. 

I shall write Carolyn tonight, advising her f 
that „bout 25 people will be baptised at St.Augustin s 
on Hund a y. I should imagine she would do well to 
make movies of this with a view to using same for 
filler in the event she gets the contract for lo 
or a dozen films from the Consolidate Gas or whatever 
she wqs working on when here last week. Of course I 
haven t heard a peep out of her since then and so 
have no notion as to what prospects present themselves 
in that quarter, Herhaps she doesn t know about that 
point any way for 1 belie >e the prospectus was 
to be presented on the following day, —the day following 
her visit her, after whi~h, the Louisiana Board having 
h a d a look at it, it would be submitted >to a national 
Bo:rd in Hew York. 

It was good to find a letter in Miss ffellie ' s 
hg,nd in today's post, indie-ting that even 
thought she may not be physic ially up to writing, 
she at least has the impulse to i do so. 

The fig season is just getting under way and the birds and 
the local urchins are all contending for the fruit. 

I shall alw a ys think of James and Robina at 
fig time, --both of them being so fond of them. 

I reckon James is probably finding ripe figs 
plentiful in Hew Orleans and I hope he i8 getting 
his fill, he is so fond of them. Poor Robina 
will not be a ble to indulge herself and. 1 think she 
is wise not attempting to limit herself to three, as 

w? s . Hr 

1 t 


P. S. --Postman was an hour and a half ahead 
two cancellations on same date. 

i act: 


of schedule today, hence 


9360 


Friday, «/'uly 18th, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

l * . 

How nice t& find such an unexpected treat, as ofBatille v ay, 
an the post from Lyme. 

I shall be so delighted to learn if the evening turned out 
pleasantly. With the cinema offering such fare, it really 
should have proven delightful and 1 hold the thought it did. 


the 


Thanks much for giving me particuh rs regarding 
Esso map, —the "plantation " word having been retained 
and Hodges Gardens emerging as something new. I am. so gld you 
told me about all this for it gives me an idea for some'’future business 
with the Wortham-Evans partnership in the event that j should ever get 
more involved with them. I can envision a clustering of their 
too vastly divided historical spots so that, as a single unit, it might 
be incorporated on some future map. It is a pity 

they are such 'fraidy cats about trying to work with people who are 
actually disinterested but whom they apparently feel are going 
to get them out on some unexpected limb or some such. 

You ask about my ddventure withHoane 's brother. Y had 
assumed I might have mentioned it but apparently didn't. 

Sometime in the mid 1940's while spending some time in Hatches, 

I was frequently a guest at her home. Her husband, always likely 
to be under the weather from 'drink and her brother, a huge man, definitely 
mildly insane, were never bidden to the parties dL though they 


lived in the 
a i $>pe a ranee 


same mansion. Sometimes 
but usually not. 


they would pu in 


he rother, Jim, was in world war 1. On one occasions when 
there were a flock of distinguised people for supper, her 
brother appeared unheralded, and as somebody was tol king about 
the war, he mounted the grand stairdase to his section of the house 
a nd returned to should the assembled multitude a Bible he had 
picked up on the battlefield. He said there was 
a prayqr, w ritten in French, in the front of it. H e sa id he 
couldn t read French but that I could and handed me the 
book. I suppose there was something written on the fly leaf but 
it must hnve been in a very hard pencil for Y co uldn t 
make ou so much as a scratch, aim, who never could under¬ 
stand that I couldn't see much, got furious, and taking 


I 
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and supper 
when I was 
somewhere, 
season was 
the s treet 
Jim having 


± was succrying along 
winter, the hour a bout 


him 

for 


off his spects, put them on me. u aturally, I could see eveii 
less. Hot being so smart as my would be secretary, who could read 
any language glibley, I said frankly 1 couldn t make out a word. 

Jim, being insane, somehow felt 1 was trying to insult him before 
the guest 3 . A day or two later, he was again consigned to 
the Hatches jail where Hoane tried to have him kept inca.rcerated 
when on a tear but the local pol iticians , iwere fore turn ing I 
out and he was always permitted to go to town for his breakfast, dinner 
by himself. One night, perhaps 4 or 5 days after the party, 
hurrying to Magnolia Inn in preparation for going 

t a gre t rate, —the 
7 and dark, and 

very vaguely lighted, I was set upon from behind, 
concealed himself behind a 'tree and jumping out, as I 
passed, grabbed me by the arm and twisted it up to my 
shoulder blade so I couldn't move, while he balanced 
a huge olu b, in his other hand. He announced he was 
going to beat my brains out for having insulted him the other 
night, andas hems about twice as tall and. he a vy as 1, might 
well have done so had I not ha# the presence of mind to tell 
that before murdering me, 1 should like to give him a letter 
his siter, a very important one, which I was just going into 
Magnolia Inn to get. Being inscane, he beli ve me and 
promised to hold off the murder until 1 got him the letter. 

Naturally I summoned Hdane on the telephone while Jim wai ted outside 
a nd she summoned ^the outorities who took {fim back to 
jail, —until the following morning breakfast hour, 
was a fairly close call aid. naturally I thought of it 
I heard Hoane had "fallen in the bath tub" which 
had required (Xdozen stitches", —which I still cannot imagine 
from the tub but cu,n imagine from Jim. 

Although the prediction was for "widely scattered showers", we 
got none todayand things requiring sunshine resp nde.d mightily 
as a resuht of the fair weather. I found some gourds that are 
three feet, long and look as though they are about half or three quarters 
grown and so 1 am holding the thought that we mby have 
more sunshine. 'The tomatoes are al'so perking up and -*• have had 
a few from the vines which are s'o delicious and juicey when plucked 

only after ripening on the plant. _ t 

• 

Today's mail also included the enclosure. I think 1 shall drop 
Irma a line in Hollywoood, general in nature but giving her an 
opportunity to respond if she pleases in such a fashion as will 
in ideate where she stands in relation to the family mix-up. f 

Quite naturally she may be expected to incline toward, her bus hand s 
side but I think she is b a sicly more substantial. 1 like to keep the 
open for all parties to use me as a clearing house to a ir their 
problems rut T J be ~ble 'r lend a hand occasionally. 

I so much liked your handling of the Homes poem and 
your rendition unquestionably was superior to either of the 


It 

when 


ch 


others 


Sunday, July 80th, 1958. 



Memorandum• 

Another day■ of solid sun hine and e very thing 
looks so ufon.de rful. 

I am so glad the weather was pretty for the 
baptisin' which was held at 9 o'clock 
this morning. It would have been as perfect 
a day for photographing the scene as one could hope for but, 
so far as I know, there was not a camera within miles. 

» i C ' 

I wrote Carolyn on Thursday, suggesting -that 
the whole business might be timely for filler 
in one or another of the several films she was planning 
on Louisiana but I reckon she didn't receive the 
special delivery in time, which isn't surpri s'-ing, 
for while she can get a letterin the evening in Marshall 
when mailed from here at noon, she is likely to 
get it almost any old time since one never knows where 
she is, relatively speaking, as in the case of 
the Mexican jumping bean. I thought 
J.mes hit it on the head the other day when he 
referred t her as the "ochet Girl. 

Some light was thrown on her where~bouts this 
aftemvon when Sterling Cook appeared unannounced 
between 8 a nd 5, having driven up from 

NewOrleans through endless deluges this morning. He said 

he had telephoned James vh o had invited him over to 

the Pontalba -nd had taken him to dinner at Brenon's, p54rhaps 

the swankiest restaurant in ueio^r'leans at the moment. He 

said that James had mentioned seeing Carolyn's car 

across the Square on either Friday or Saturday evening, 

which means, I suppose, the baptisin' letter 

is still awaiting her in M arshall so that the news of 

the S bbath doings in Little Hiver constitutes 

something in the nature of last year s bird's nest, so 

far as being of any service at this late date. Jell, 

we do what we can but we never shall regret 

inability to keep up with a rocket. 






• •» 
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Monday, July 21st, 1958, 


I did ad^b of reading on Saturday night and finished 
the Morton opus, "A Traveler in Home", which * have 
found to be about the best travel book have read. I was 
particularly with hisaccount of the original pearance o„ 

St.Angelo 's Castle or Hadtian s Tomb, that big circular 

huild inn across the Tiber from St. Peter s. . 

Hil description of its appearance for the first 3 or 4 hundred years imtr 

me profoundly. It w a s not the red color of today but was 

white-white, the facing being of marble and the 

whole vast circular edifice was encircled b a double ° olo '°: de , 

of white pillars, with 65 heroic statues surrounding the building. 

1 ?,ot sure what the author means by a double colon a de, whether 
'the pillars were two by two or if, as in an upper and lower 
nailery, one set was above the other. Be that as it may, the 
top of this vast wedding cake was planted with cypress, so graduated 
a s to reach the pinade in t he center and 
above them soared a gilded statue of Hadrian and his 
chariot, drawni by four steeds. 

t ' * * 

The building go pretty badly battered by the marauders 
dime n bout 600 or 700 but even so, it still contains 
sumptuous apartments, probably buiBt during the Renaissance 
by the Popes, including a heated bathroom c ith hot and cold 
running water used by the Holy Papa at the time of 
his imprisonment there at the timeBcnvanuto Cell mi 

was among thosefinding themselves being besieged there surely the 
place must hav been to ancient Heme what the pyramids were to 
more ancient Egypt and withalx as astonishing. 

The card from Sister Frances JeH me reveals that she, too, 
is a 'sight, the way she flies bout the country. And 
using the word, coun ry, recalls ihjt she mentions getting 
bnch to "God's country" which is characteristic of her somewhat 
unexpected use of adjectives, — at least unexpected for 
a nun. I nclose a card from Miss Kate Perkins, too, as 
‘ it seems to rov^v va lety of subjects, — 11 on a single post card. 
Another note from *adam Hereof c ming so soon on the heels of 
the previous one, was a sur rise, 'that stamina Hiss Nellie 
has. , 

* On’the loc.zl scene, news seens rather meager. John Henk 
tore up J. R.'s' car on j .. Saturday night frolic but that 
scarcely constitutes news, what with his gusto, his 


Memorandum: 

Another lovely day and deep summer in heat although a 
moderate deep summer of about 95 or 100 and not 

the 12 5 which we have sometimes had for long stretches at a time. 
Vegetation continues to look wcderfully well and 

everything remains the same crisp green,of late May or early June. 

J. H., Han and a '-ouple of other people went to New Orleans 

this fternoen ' The ladies went to town this morning to 

get beautified and so I did not see them at the coffee hour. 

Celeste called me at 3, e x -ressing regret at having missed me. 

‘The real purpose of her c 11, however, was to say that some 
of her Mate- ito hes friends ad jus- called to say they wanted 

to come down an br ng a and wife from New Orleans with them. 

Would x tcur them. I would, ■‘■hey came, the two gentlemen 

loaded with c mera equipement and the wifies loaded with 2, 3 and 5 year 

r.hildren. They told me on leaving they thought 

the place was very interesting. I wish X might have 

told them I thought them so. 

There was a very interesting chain of co¬ 
incidences, culminating in a call from town ton ght 
witli which x shall bore you One day last week, perhaps Friday, 

John Venk spoke of his interest in steins, mugs and the 
like.. It was merely t a ble talk and I thought no more 
n bout it. Tonight a t supper, he asked the clerk 
if he might ride in to town with him, as there was no car 
a vailable for him. The clerk 3aid he might. Giles Millspaugh 
telephoned me about 8 —interruption—Irma 

3. "illard calling - Mr. Millspaugh recalled that 

John had delivered a package for me to the store 
a couple of weeks ago and that he had come in tonight, 
inquired about a shaving brush which he t ought too 
expensive, and then, when Mr. Millspaugh had turned to the 


I 
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telephone,, John, according to the Millspaugh clerk, 

h a d taken down a mug from the shelf, the same being 

in a red box, and walked rather hurriedly out of the store.. 

I hope he'gets rid of the thing before he comes home tonight. 

Millspaugh's Drug Store will he reimbursed in some fashion if it 

turnns out the clerk was not mistaken. The matter 

must he handled carefully and I shall be glad to 

see about setting things to rights. The 

poor"colored, folks are sent to jail for stealing when 

they haven t a cent in their pockets and John is 

on a weeklg salary from the plantation and his mother pays 

him exactly the sa^e n mount he draws from the plantation, 

so he probably isn t broke. Poor humanity, what 

difficulties they do make for themselves. 

I. 3. Hillard called to report on the Dormon 
autographing party. She said it was well attended, that 
John Kyser had made n appropriate introduction nd that 
Carrie had responded poetically very briefly. Site 
said that several of the ladies present h a d offered 
to lend Garrie a hand at selling her books to 
leave her in freedom to affix her name and to chat with 
would-be purchasers but Carrie was adamant a bout t aking 
the money, making the change, etc. But it seems that 
this didn’t take' so very long s for although there were 
m a ny would-be p rchasers, Carr .e had provideded herself 
with either 6 or 8 copies of her book a-'.dso people merely 
strolled off without leaving their names and so purchases were 
distinctly limited. 

• 

i suppose Carmen will be telephoning me on the morrow 
to give her version of the doings and it will be 
interesting to lam if l a Hillard and la Somperyac 
jot ..bout the same im ression of the .fternoon s doings. 

Today's post brought a letter and clipping from 
Daisey in the Dell. I believe you hav the Fletcher 
newspaper article but I'll send hong both the letter 
a nd the dipping regardless. I had to re-ad the post script 
a second time to catch its import which, I conclude, 
was a subtle way of saying that Daise-y- hi the Dell didn 't 
care for the article I feel that there will be letters 
more freauently from Dallas th a n in the past and I am 
honestly glad that thewriter of these letters has 
a pparantly come to feel that she can share her 
thoughts and feelings with one who will at least 
listen sympathetically• But the hour i dvances and 
I.must begin folding. May everything be 
pleasant dnd peaceful m Lyme . 


Tuesday, July S2nd, 1958. 


Memorandum'. 

I think the old adage did not say• 

"Don't count your gourds before they were hatched . 

But what applies to chickens somehow falls into 
the gourd section thi,s evening when muoh darkness develops 
along -„hout 4 o'clock and the winds blew mightily 

q nd a half MQh of rain fell. .. At seemed to aardens 

require but a single gust and in ™ r ee sections of the gardens 
b n mboo trellises snapped like match sticks in the P aW °f_ ki 
n EoyScout and perhaps 100 gourds and a quarter as many pumpkins 
were finished off'in one klop. The sky cleared «?»***» - 

half an hour and everything is as peaceful as you can inHj 
qnd only the rumpled vines and broken trellises sugges 
what happened. 

We were but three at supper tonight and talk tegan 
by John Venk asking B’ugene the best way to treat a 
shaving brush, --whether it be better to keep it dry or damp. 

From then it turned to various types of shaving soap ana 
John mentioned he had a fine kind in a mug that 
he hadn t opened and would like to give to me but 
I declined with thanks, explaining that I prefer plain 
hand soap on my beard.. 

in the correspondence field, x smiled when Jame^s wrqte 
Sterling Cook had invited him or dinner at Bre-inon s, Jor 
I had understood fromSterlmg that vames had invited him. Anyway, 
they had dinner -og ther and when James wrote 
what they dined on, he would have been surprised to hear my 
secretary read it oq "flutter" rather than flounder . 

Baked or stuffed flutter really «, ould- be a novelty, must say. 


Dr. Talley, the flewOrleans ljdy doctoror who patronises 
the artist, came to see me thisafternoon, bringing her 
10 year old adopted son with her. 


She said they had 
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spent the night mth Von and Ele a n.or "orsley in town and that they. 

were well. Her adopted son, the lightest blonde 

this side of an a lbino, is one of tliose ) e J} er 9 etl ii c 

youngsters who apfarantly is never briddied. He 

had things toingaround in circles bithin a ew moments 

and sj owed down only then his mother took ou 

snapshots of him nd his pets. *he explained the boy 

is an authority on snakes and there were m x ny shots of 

the hov his i pets, There was an 8 foot constrictor 

which le had been very fond o until one d y jast week when 

n ne ghhc-r , who didn t appreciate visits from .pets, had 

dispose df of the thifig. Dr. Taley explained that it was 

such a good custom to keep constrictors in one s ot*o>c 

to discourage the presence of bats or rats. She fished 

fine sn a ke skin out of her large purse and handed to me to 
examine its fineness of texture .....interruption..... 
a half hour chat with Professor Ibser who reports a letter 
of apology from United Press for their story that he had been 
dismisssed from Northwestern where, of course, he is 

still teaching. * , , . , . „ . 

The artist came to see me today. She had telephoned 
me earlier, saying the *obelin for Martin Hirsch was 
ready for shipment, Apparently she thought I was going 
to go jumping -cross the cotton patch to pick it up bu 
I didn t and so she brought it over. It is not in her 
best style and naturally I am delighted that this is 
30 , I shall be glad to mail the package for her, .after 
wrapping it up securely and, as she requests, I 
shill also write him on her behalf, asking him what kind 
of pictures he wanted her to paint, explaining that she 
knows what size he wants but can t remember the subjects. 

I sh r j 1 suggest that he respond directly to her and that will 
guarantee a fine mix up that may be as suprrising to 
him a st say, a "baked flutter". 

in tonight's telephone conversation, Professor Ibser 
a shed me if 1 planned to get up to the college on Thursday 
when Dr. John Kyser has announced he will address the 
student b dy onthe Problem in the Near East. I 
oan't imagine what brought on such an assembly of the 
ntire summer school and less can 1 imagine how anybody should 
want to undertake an harangue on such a to ic which 
ppears so fluid at the moment. Static has been so 
intense during the past couple of days that I o» ( 
iuite los as to what is going on but that doesn t seem to 
matter anywai since I make so little sense of what I 
hear when reception is perfect. And so things turn and 
so must I turn.to the mail _Q.nd„thence to sleep against 
abusy dawn m the gourd se 
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Wednesday, July 23rd, 1958. 
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emorandum • 

Hot and humid but no rain and the weather 
ideal for trying to get the gourd shambles back into 
some sort oj ? ch a otic order. 

I had luck with the vines in front of Yucca, both 
those which had been whisked away from the gallery and 
those climbing on a batch of poles mid point in the 
semi-circle of banana plants. I contemplated 
the situation where once had stood the East wall of 
the Unicorn Garden and recognized it would be 
disasterous to attempt the elevation of the entire 
wall of greenery, wonderfully inter-laces, a s between 
gourds of dl varieties and pumpkins. And so I decided 
simply to let the wall remain where it had crashed on 
the theory that many of the vines had not been broken and 
that some of the fruit might mature on the ground. And s 
I put up a new fence, fu ther to the East and 
shall leave the ultimate developement to God, Nature 
and the gentle hand of marauders. 

While the dew was slowly drying up this morning, ^ . H. sent 
me a qouple of extra men, one af whom was - Phil Johnson, 

Alton s papa, and I was glad to have him set in some window 
panes“and do a d a b of carpentry. He didn't mention 
his fan ily of three children being in the Canc^iver 
country but after supper, on r turning -to Yucca, t found 
three or four young ladies and a young gentleman and 
a couple of 2 year old children. These embraced two 
of the Johnpon girls, one of whom is married and 
living i:i Hicbitc, J'c'isas, cnV it was her hv.sb c P'd and 
-‘-•r small children, going to r.cke up the group end j. never 
did ash the identity of the others. They said Alton 
h~d driven them to the front gate from Phil's house a 
.mile up the road, aid had gone on to Cl outic rville, I 
never did see Alton. The husband was a nice colored boy 
and probably is a native of Wichita, for he spoke 
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in a manner reminding me of people from that 

quarter. , then we said goodbye, it was obvious the 

youth didn t know Cane "iver customs for as I 

shook hands, I felt a metalic touch on my palm which 

I accepted without the young ladies being conscious 

of any financial transaction taking place, carter I 

found the transfer had included one quarter, two dimes, 

two niciles and ten pennies, not a great handful but 

sufficient in bulk to make the transfer possible and 

unseen 'only through the medium of a deft hand, the 

Door boy was ryinrj to be correct and to demonstrate his 

Appreciation or the time and attention accorded hi.s companions 

and * thought the gesture, the only one he probably knew, to be 

auite torching. Of course his wife was presented with 

„ cook book as a souvenir of the visit and so everything 

came out equal and the unexpected pilgrims went away happy enough. 

The letter rom oames was unexpected in its 
brevity but one from nel Chocolatg was amazing m its 
excellent a nd interest. It seems to me as splendid a 
thing as 1 have run across of an impression of ■‘■he 
Shadows and I s .u 11 write her tonight, asking if I 
may quote at length from it for next week s 
Cane “iver memo, -or perhaps week after next. 

‘ Sver body, naturally, who receives the Enterprise 
subscription, assumes I am sending it, since 
James msor cted the Editor to advise inquirers to that 
effect. ,1 suppose this seems best tc °ames bit 
it doe sn t to me. U ut as he wi.shes to be ana ymous, 

I respond to t e Th nk You note, explaining that 

a friend simply requested, ten n...mes,from me 

people whom I thought would enjoy the column, nd that 

he passed this along to the publisher with instructions 

to enter subscriptions for eac)i covering a six month period. 


Thelma called to invite me to dinner at the college. 

Jhe and John are flying to Sweden on*ugust 8th for 
a two week's tour by car. It seems one rents cars any place 
in Sweden and they can be parked or turned over' to agents 
any place without returning to the point of rental inception. 
As for myself, l'm trying not to get beyond the front gate... 




Thursday, July 84th * 1958. 


i ‘ 


Memorandum : t - 

* ■' 

It's so warm tonight I amde'lighted to h a ve oil w ndows and doors 
opento let any passing breeze blow through and the mooonlight 
is pretty-pretty in the uh ite garden which seems an extenti on of 
my desk, what with all lights out inside the house and 
the mooonlight therefore doubly bright. The thermometer 
stands at 86 which doesn't impelll one to drape his person 
with too much excesss covering 

In the coffeee cups this morning, X discovered we 
are living in the best of all kinds of worlds. And the 
primary reason for this is the fact that the lady has 
decided that, having been no where t in so long, she is going 
to join Dee Hertzog and the latter s d a lighter, V e r a Brown and 
Inez Chaplin on August 9th or 10th and these fi e 
"widow ladies", as it were, will head out for a couple 
of week's frolic at has Vegas. The ladies have all 

been there before and all but Betty hertzog seem rather indifferent 
n bout repeating last year's jaunt to the sane place. Besides, 
as is explained, one has to go somewhere and probally ^as Vegas 
is as good as any other place. Besides, 1 am told "it is 

so inexpensive".. . such.a trip to such a place, which 

may be hqsed on a comparative scale and without taking into 
account that going any place about which one is indifferent 
may or may not figure as cheap. „ It's all just, too darling 
for me to figure out in any direction and so I simply report 
what is whqt and let things go at that. 

My day has been cluttered up with people but in 
spitq of that and the heat, I h a ve done a little, a representative 
of the TV . Station, WDSU, —shades of Herman Liver t ight, —came 
to confer about pictures of the place and I wasn t very 
cooperative, and the same may be said for thcDcpartment 
of Commerce and industry. Then the lady next door was 
having guests to spend the day and there had to be 
a gourd tour for them and much waiste of time but even so, I 
was able to. evote quite a measure of energy to 
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Arenbourg where 1 am beginning to diuest all the 

pear trees, —loaded to the breaking point, —of 

their, fruit. It's a crime to remove such a crop when it is but 

half developed but last year too many limbs were broken 

by marauders from the honkey-tonk during my absence, and 

so. bu disposing of the embryo crop, the limbs °ff he 

trees will be Saved and the trees enabled to put all the energy 

into their branches rather than in the fruit which would disappear 

before it was ripe, what with nobody to hand when the 

marauding starts. I made arrangements with one of my friends 

Tolal some fine ftofls to pick the fruit at this time and cart it 

to the aforsaid hogs and the latter, probably without stomachache, 

will fatten on the fruit. The persimmon crop is 

a bumper one, in s pite of te tons that have fallen o/„ 

because of the excessive dampness. Unlike unripened pears, 

unopened persimmons cannot be eaten and so 1 shall leave a portion 

of the crop on the trees,. removing the fruit just as they 

start to turn and thus may have some for decorative purposes 

in October. I still marvel at the gusto with ishich hungry 

youngsters will assault pear trees and consume **«/™** t 

it is bound to give them such cramps as will double them up but 

still they come back for moe. I suppose it,is the yuice 

of the pear that induces the attack on them but the persimmon 

is not palatable in any way prior to ripening and so 

they are comparatively safe. t t 

I had hoped the u atchitoches radio station woulre- 
broadcast the hour long speech which John Kyser made 
this morning to the student ho$y. I tuned in on the live 
broadcast but heqrd only a,couple of minutes of it when 
7DSU knocked that project out. 1 haven, t as yet learned 
the pomt of the speech but, if reports be true, it was to 
convey to the public that Russia is not a friendly power and 
that F. D. R. was a bag, the former or first fact not being 
too great a surprise to any ody and the second a statement that 
some of us would reject. Karl y in t he If 40's as . 

I recall too great enthusiasm for Her Schoener was expredsfd by the ec 
which'impelled the F. B. I. to whisk him away in a plane fdr 
r,n investigation or some such, whichcame to naught, and although i . u. 
proba ly never heard of the aforesaid educator, the aforesaid educator 
has always held the humiliation against the former President personally 


Friday, auly 25th, 1958, 


And now 1 am going to n-aid.the 


for some chilled 


tomatoes which 1 shall eat with a dab of salt and 
a hard boiled egg and and a top off with a 
■/lass of tender leaf and then get to the mail. ihe 
tomatoes, having ripened on the vine, are wonderfully jucey 
and I only regret they cannot be muched in concert with Lyme 


Memorandum ; 

l‘he miracle of the little happened this evening. 

It was so nice finding,a letter from Lyme in today's 
post. How remarkable that you should have discovered in 
‘■L'hc L imes the answer to the question I had been asking a bout 
in regard to The Lebanon »_ I'm glqd The' 1 'imes thought the 
question of interest even though The Last "ord didn't get 
around to use it. I suppose a bout my only interest in The 
Lebanon stems from the cedars which were hauled from there 
by Solomon for the pillars of his temple, the ruins of Balbec in 
The Lebanon and the cedars from The Lebanon which have so long 
flourished high r bove the roof life of the 
Grand ’Trianon, —oddly enough, the only place 

I have ever seen them, not having been in The Lebanon itself. 

I noted, by the way, that last night Larry Lasseur in his Ed. R. Murrow 
program twice mentioned The X Lebanon. I know not why, 
but I seem to rather prefer The to just plain Lebanon. 

Be that as it may,. 1 am delighted to have news from 
Lyme and the clipping and i'm hoping little Miss Lee will 
not rush into correspondence if these days are as stiff ling in Ly me 
as locally. . ■ 

Carmen telephoned me this a fternoon, bubbling over with 
news. She a sked if she and •*/lejma might pick me up 
in the morning at 9:30 and whisk me away to Little Eva plantation 
4for a^onference with the Sterling Evanses regarding the 
wttober Pilg vimage. I told ttt her that would be 
just fine. 1 didn't explain that that enables me to 
do a round in the demi-tasse section and divest myself 
of same before the appointed hour, for otherwise, were the time at 
9, I might have somedifficulty in detatching ,myself from an uninvited 
com anion. 

, And Carmen told me some other news, too. She said 
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Mr. Beckerman came to see her yesterday afternoon, bringing 
Mr. Kenneth Walker of L olfax with him. Carmen owns the 
building in which The Enterprise is housed and Mr. Beckerman 
and Mr. Walker wanted to know if the lease mig^t be 
continued in Mr. Walker's name as Mr. •'alkder 
is to t,jke over The^nterprise . I know nothing 
more • 

The letter enclosed from Ursula Walker is, indeeed, 
from the <dfe of Kenneth Walker. What will happen to 
Cane ^iver Memo remains to be seen. I should imagine . 
the Walkers might want to continue it and I know I 
should like touse it as a mouthpiece butin the event the 
Memo is discontinued, 1 shall devote the time usually alloted to its 
making, —one was stirred up in IP minutes, --not much time, surely- 
to writing a Cane diver Memo of my own. 

I didn't start to early in idvqsting the trees of some 
of the super-abundance of this year s fruit for this fternoon one 
of the big trees in the M e lrose garden was torn half in two when 
an upper limb reached the breaking point in sheer 

weight, and starting downward, took a big limb just below it, and 
these two, in turn, tore off everything below them. 

Returning to the first line in this memo, the butterfly 
lilies began unfolding this evening. This morning before sunup, 

1 noticed'' three white spikes protruding from the 

end of a stalk in a bed half way between Yucca and the little white 
building hard by the side gate. It was obvious the great day 
couldn't be too far off. I passed that way several times during 
the day and the spikesseemed to be enlarging by the hour. 

And then, about supper time, as I approached the , 

p'lac*, the he-vcnly perfume drifted toward me before I . 

reached the bed and a hum of wings indicated the pre&nce 
of the birds bearing that partici al as a name. Three har 
opened and the birds were apparant^y as de ighted w th 
the event a3 1. I hope they haven t caresssed all 
the sweetness out of them, for 1 left them n the stalk 
^nd shall pluck one to enclose in tliis memo on my <. 

way to the post office in the morning. I shall give the second 

to" Madam Regard and perhaps enclose the third to James since 
Anne Parrish is no longer in Georgetown to receive same. 


Sunday, July 87th, 1958. 


Memorandum: L 

What a delightful' surprise in Saturday's post . 

Two or three circumstances had kept me from going 
to the post office before Saturday afternooon rather late. I 
was vastly disappointed, in stopping at the commisary section first, 
to discover the cigarettes had been sold out^and I was casting 
n bout~ in my mind as to where 1 might search or whom I might 
send to one or another of the local honkey-tonks to do 
something out that point when I gathered up my mail and 
returned"to Yucca. Somehow the shape of the package from 
Lyme and its weight in no w y suggested.what its contents might 
he, and as had had some plants come to hand a day or two 
a go in the same shaped package, all x could think of was 
plants and wondering wh t in the worid the ir variety might 
be. And so you may readily imagine my surprise 
and deli gut when, on opening the package, I found 
so many tings that me jit so much to me, not only in 
to section for writing but also in the Tisza section for 
wibbbling but in.the v a por section to release nervous 
tension in between hammerings on this keyboard. And so in the 
most timely fashion imaginable, lymc touched this end of 
\he river and in consequence my week end has been doubly pleasant 
a s a whole torrent .of te'lepathtic messages have surged along 
in the general direction of little Miss Lee • 

On Saturday morning, Thelma and Carmen picked me up and 
together we drove down to Little Eva where y|r. c#» d 
Mrs. Sterling Evans and the latters brother and sister-in-law, Mr. 
and ,Mrs. Thomas of ^herman, Texas, were waiting fon us. 

The thermometer wasabout 85 degrees outside but ^bout 78 

inside their beautifully restored house. Ever since, I have 

been trying to figure out to whom this ante-bellum home 

could have belonged, for the Little Eva house now restored 

a iid which will figure in the. pilgrimage, is on what in recent years has 

been known as Jackland plantation, and is, --the house, - some 

8 or 10 miles from the site of the fqrmer McAlpin residence on 

Hidden Hill, near which is u ncle ]om s ggrave. With Jackland and 


, bout 


And so the week end begins and< I'm happy for the letter from Lyme 
: The Lebanon and the doings oj the lilies....... 
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Hidden Hill one operat ional unit now, Jack land, a s a name, 
is no longer used and Hidden Hill has been discarded so 
that only Little Eva. emerges, 

Th e restored house, although diffcrer.t in its roof is 

rather like Yucca in this main rooms, most of which, like Yucca, 
are the width of the entire.house, with doors and windows front and 
back of the same rooms, giving on front and back galleries. 
i/hen restoring the place, the Evanses h a d wide cypress b a ords cut on one 
their Tulluah plantation and brought them to LittleEva to 
make the room walla of that delightful wood . They simply 
waxed this wood, using old f n shioned wooden fireplaces, 
the latter painted white, and the ceilings of nondescript material 
isalso painted white. The furniture is di te bellum on the unupholstere> 
side, save for a few upholstered wing ch G irs and sofas. 

The walla are decorated with suit„ble prints and very interesting 
early Louisiana maps • 

^ur vi3it was pleasant and our recommendations nUickly 
translated into plans. I suggested the Church of St. Simon be 
opened during the pilgrimage with the loc-1 preacher in attendance, 

I also worked out a ,progre ssion for the pilgrims at the 

house for the doors' between the rooms are close to the 

front wall so that one miy pass from room to room without ha >ing 

to )0 all the way into the individual rooms, 1 recommended 

the purchasing or or building of a carriage house for convenience 

of pilgrims, should it rain, and primarily for displaying 

pictures, especially of those painted by a friend of theirs, 

a lady, married, whose last name is Mason, --no kin to my 

cat, I hope. Th$ Evans-Wortham crowd h a ve tons of money and my 

su gestins were modest in c ntrast to the amount of money they toss 

into their toy, too often not quite hitting the nail on the head. 

Mr. Evans spoke of bidding fre-riiently in Hew ork on-small pictures 
by~T a Xker, a Charleston negro, who pointed negro figures. Walker left 
Charleston in 19 00 -_nd tr veled c cross the Mouth, —but 
he didn t know whereThat is all Mr. Evans knows about 
Walker, a «a» whose pictures he has been trying to purchase at 
over a hundred buck ,apiece. I shall irite. °ames tonight, asking him 
for at least Walker s, firs t name. I think the copy of heritage you sent 
had -illustrations- if talker s in it but l have no one at the moment 
to hel'p me with that, detail. The Evanses are college -graduates 
and, in spite of that, possess as much culture as. the Rands, perhaps, 

2 nd he is President of the Ladd E-nk of Te^as and 



yet, inspite 

to kill so much 
it seems to me. 


I apolo ise for breaking my custom of 
sticking to two pages but there are still a couple 
of dabs of gossip I should like to pass along. 

I. S. Willard telephoned me this morning. She 
said Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth W a lker of Colfax had been to her 
horse and said they were indeed taking over TheEnterpr ise, 
Shesaieth fu ther, —and t is is interesting, -that 
Mrs. Walker is a friend ofCharles, that is, has considered 
him one of the better friends she and her husband have 
in the newspaper field. 

At supper tonight, J. ti. remarked that, a s usual, 
Charles Cunningham had been at the Elk's Club during the 
afternoon and had told J. H, that the Walkers were 
going to take over he&nterprise and Charles added, on the 
depressed side, that n W a lker is even worse than Beckerman". 


Charles thinks of good or bad as determined by where one 
stands on racial matters and Charles, being hill-billysh , 
bases all his complaints or 90 percent of them on that score. 
How surprised Mrs. talker would be to learn that her friend 
isn t too fast a friend after all. 

To J. H.'s report on Charles' observation, Celeste 
remarked that with Charles being in the newspaper business, 
he should be the last person in town to make such a remark 
a bout an in-coming newspaper owner. 


I called Mrs. beck erman this evening, and gathered from 
what she had to say that n’o matter what happened, she would he 
remaining for another sbhool year. I recommended that 
The ^iterprise, —as I recommended last year, — should get 
out Sn edition for the Pilgrimage after the fashion 
o the Hutches pink Papers 

But I had really better stopa 
run on forever. I do want to say, however, how delighted 
I am to see the new Esso map you so thoughtfully provided. 

The Pira es Alley picture is interestingly handled, and must have 
been rather difficult to manage, what with everything 
having to be compressed in the verticle when as wide a 
horizontal ws possible would h^v* been difficult enough. 


llthough this chit-chat could 


J V I 


U ' » M V* I a. I* 










ill sive region to easy to locate and although * have inquired 
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Monday, July 88th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

Mot-hot with a proise for showers on the morrow but 
tod n y's humidity is sufficient to supply adequate moisture 
without any direct pourings from on high , 

Mr. Beckerman telephoned .me this morning, saying he would 
like to chat with me tonight, this morning finding him at his 
office, while tonight he will be q t home. He does not fold up 
early, I believe, for often his nigh ■ calls ar« a little on 
the late side. Me said he got b n ck from the American Legion 
convention in Mew Orleans last night. On Sunday morning, he 
said, he had given Carolyn a buss a nd dropped by her St. Pe+*r S'-eet 
a pcrtmen -'-ere hr fr;i/' hr floe.-s. ■ >' • .t 

f*”3t I had heard that she had had nephew, Ben Ramsey, with her. Odd 
James didn't mention it when lie wrote he had seen her arriving. She 
sent verbal greetings by Mr. Beckerman and I responded by sending her 
a blank page with a butterfly lily attached » Sauce for the gander 
is butterfly lily for the goose, if I may louse up a» 
ancient adage a bit. 

Professor Ibser telephoned between 7and 8 this 
morning toask if I had had any luck arranging an initial 
meeting between him and Ceeste in order that he might say Goodbye. 

I told him to call me back at noon as I ex iected to see her 

at 9. ■‘■'his is about the 10th time within a week he 

has called me on this score, believing that Celeste is an 
intellectual and that he would be inspired by a talk with her. 

At 9, 1 did see Celeste, very much in a hurry, and Dee Mertzog, 
a'lso on the hurry side, and Madam Regard seeming more fragile 

than ever. As we gulped down our demi-tasses, I 

told Celeste one of her secret admirers hoped he might 
get an opportunity } efore the week end to say Goodbye, naming, 
professor Ibser. She said shems too much in a hurry 

to talk ~}-out such things as she andPee were already running late. They 
wer planning to spend the day with a flock of girl firends at the 
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uesday, July 29th, 1958. 


camp onBlack Lake. As they moved toward the car, Celeste said 
her mother w a s so unwell, she ms worried a hout her and 
would 1 look in on her occasionally and if anything should 
happen 1 could reach her by telephone at some number 
on Elack Lake. I find, it marvelous she can frolic 
with such potentials brewing at home. 

Professor Ibser telephoned at 1 and I told him to 
call Mrs. George Button, a friend of his and Celeste and see if she 
could arrange a netting as I had about given up all hopes 
of having any successs. Of course, Professor IbsersUouM 
h a ve realised long ago that s:r lie should have withdrawn -*is 
renuest. The fact is, A guess, that Celeste pictures him as 
a long bearded Communist with a dagger in one hand and a bomb wi i 
lighted fuse in the other, simply because the newspapers 
siad he belong to the American Civil Liberties onion. 

Sometime during the morning that gentleman who is 
creating the Bowie Museum in Alexandria telephoned to 
nsk fora conference on Tuesday a fternoon. i appointed the 
m nicil hour as of 2 o'clock. He Said something 
^bout wanting me to do a borchure for his museum. Hummmmmm. 

The day's mail wasn t of great interest,but 
tanks for itself. It was good to hear from two 
sources" and by differing inferences, that ihe^hadows may be 
moving in the right direction of ownership by the 
proper association which is the best promise of saving it f rom 
destruction i know. 

What in the world do you reckon Ethel Hollon a n 
wants. I shall write her that Celeste, how has occasionally 
seen her in Alexandria and mentioned that she should run up, is no 
at home on Saturday afternooon but that she can come or not 
2 s she pleases since only 1 shall be here. 

And now for a leisurely cigarette by 
St. Gigin 2 nd a glass of iced tender leaf and then 
to the mail. v ull though they be, these Uttle 

chats as between the close of day and night s chores mean so much.. 


Memorandum : 

It's such a wonderful night, what with the air so soft, 
the moon so big and round and the white garden so lovely and 
the heavy perfum of the great Phillipine lilies so 
heavenly. 

There has been a prolonged session nbout St. Giggin's 
fountain and I know you may well believe me when I say that 
in spite of the lilting conversation, my thoughts were 
constantly traveling in the direction of Lyme. 

The .dd y has been so hot and so long but the 
night,is so pleasant that although x am tired, I am 
not at -11 sleepy and should, much prefer to return to St. Giggin 
than go to bed, following our little chat, although it 
is already nearly one o'clock of of Wednesday. 

'This morning had been so deliciously cool, 1 got 
going a .hi tie earlier than usual and so had a really ravishing 
rjpet'ite by breakfast ti-e, a little fter six. Van is 
h a ving some work doue on his house in town und so is staying 
out here, 'com ng for supper and remaining for breakfast. This 
fact had its art in formulating plans for looter 
in the day. <■ 

Mr. Crater or ohatcver his name is, the man with 
the Bowie Museum in Alexandria, came to •see me by 
aPpointmen'txfhisafternoon, bringing a photograp her w ith 
him to take the picture of D owie and a couple of other 
pictures. He is A governor of^rkansas type in ap pearance and 
bility to talk endlessly about matters of no *great interest to 
anyone but himself since most of the subjects are autoyiogra hical 
a nd of no great significance. I thought the * 

afternoon would never end but it did. <. • 

A couple of calls from Mr. Becrerman during the day 
indicated he and his wife and the Colfax Walkers would 
like to come down this evening. 

In view of the unpredictable psychopathic condition 
of the t?r 'edent occupant of t e big ho'use, it seemed wise to 
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have my guests c me by the Yucca side entrance, turning in here from 
the raod had by the a rtist s house. "nd so I suggested 
the people from town pick me up in front of the 
Church of the 0 ■ ildren of Strangers at 8, so that I might 
direct them to the convenient hut little known 
road to Yucca. It would have been easy enough to 
h 0 ve saued myself the trouble of walking over to St. 

A ugusti n s C hurch but I wouldn't know which car was which 
in the a ark and I could easily encounter just the 
wrong one that might be stopping at the front gate. 

And so 1 walked over to Crandpe re s Church and waited for 
half an hour and praised c 0 d there were no 
insects abroad. A car came and it was Mr. v eckerman, 
who said he had told his wife and the Calkers to 
come down half an hour later. I laughed because I had 
killed but hqlf a bird with that stone. U ut 
we entgineeered the thing satisfactorily and have been 
spending a delightful evening around St. u iggin's, with 
some excellent champagne, a gift from the ^eckermans. 
xf fg j lk*rs brought their 8 year old offs ring which 
seemed to '« not % the happiest of ideas but the 
boy was well ,be - 'ved, if bored, and he liked coke and 
th t was that. 

1 think 1 jji going to get along fine with Mr. 

Walker but I think I shall keep 'file Enterprise 
connection temporarily oh a business x rrangement, although 
1 am not sure that a contribution of this sort can 
be precisely styled business. Mrs. Calker has 
a keen mind, 1 think, but temperamentally might incline a 
dab on the side of romance which, if not subscr ibed to, 
mi Jit result in strains and I have time to bother with 
such possibilities. At the moment, the Cane li iver Memo 
does provide me with a mouth'piece for airing pet projects 
in print, as "Daft as in Dictionary" of this week, which 
I shall send to Congressional Committees, Foundations, 
etc., and Mr. hecke'rman told me that Cane Fiver Memo was one 
of the factors in the Calkers buying the Enterprise, so 
it is obvious that they need the column fully as much 
a s -*■ heed. the space, a.nd the nicest part of the whole thing 
is that either party can drop the association at will. 

today's post was scant but I was delighted to have 0. Kay's 
both grom Del Chockley and Mprgaret Avary Ring'le on 
pubsiishing their letters concerning Weeks and 1 think 
the Shockley one is especially worth printing. And now 
for a cigarette by St. Ciggin and then to bed. .. 


Wednesday, July 50th, 1958. 


Memorandum : », . • . t 

How nice to find the national Jeographic 
in today's post I’ haven't had an opportunity to 
explore the text as yet but, thanks to your reference 
to some of the illustrations, I h a ve gone far in that 
direction and enjoyed every garden and every house, interior 
and exterior. ' 

The splendid double pages are tin inspiration and somehow 
they follow along so harmoniously behind Les Chateaux 
de France. ' 

The first', glance oi that forever astonishing 0 k Alley 
set me to thinking that the artistic value of so many of 
those more gigantic Mississippi “iver planta i ns would 
h n v» been vastly augmented by 3ome sort of a 
barrier or fence, ting c d sti ct line of den- rcation 
between t e ja den park versus the fields. A 
wall like that at Versailles, Marly, 3'-eaux or „here 
ever, enc irc’ling a place like Oak Alley would 
enhance its <;r e worth so much, even as a beautiful 
picture is given added value by a suitable frame. 1 shall 
hive many in o-her o serv^tion to make, inspirtd by 
one look at these fine color prints and in the men time, 
may I say again how indebted I am to you for having 
mentidned them in the first place and then secured 
a copy for me. 

% , • 

The morning post also brought the enclosure from 
Dr. Frances Fletcher whose article you h-ve seen, —the one 
on Forth Louisiana writers that surprisingly carried pictures 
of Harnett Fane and Frances Parkinjson Keyes, —of 
all people.' I shall enjoy chatting with the lady 
but something tells me that in the swirl of Pilgrim ge, 
such a time wouldn't be the most satisfactory moment that 
I could think of. 
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The enclosure from the Rocket Girl speaks 
for itself. Apparently the blank sheet of paper 
orimed the correspondence pump. Of con se she did ,i t get 
the special delivery letter to Marshal 1 , advising' her of 
the baptisin', since she had already arrived in f/euOt-leans 
n couple of days before the schedule she had lejt with me. I 
shall write her concerning another baptisin , currently 
set for the 1Oth of august, I believe, but I h a ve lost my 
enthusiasm for planning such projects because of the 
uncertainty of either getting the messages through on 
time or h c vii)g them acted upon, —the m_in thing, --or 
acknowledged, the least of all. I know oj a half dozen 
magazine jobs that she could h a ve right now but l don t 
even bother to mention them, knowing that she is so tied up 
in planning movie stuff, having but a dubious chance of 
being realized, that she c a » t be bothered with lesser 
matters. I hold the thought she may get b 2 ck on the i rack 
~jain before long but I, for one, have exhausted all 
the effort a am going to expend in trying to effect such 
happy circumstance and wha ever way she wants to work out 
her career is alright by me. ± do regret that she 
hns thrown away all of her Uatchitoches connections 

for many of them helfi promising potentials, I believe. »hat a curse 
to be so over-st ffed with capabilities as never to be 
ble to carry through but a meager number of them , I started 
to list c half dozen projects, everyone of which, after tne 
manner of a superb assortment of ingredients for cakes, 
each all ready to be popped in the over but which, never- 
the less, are rignt now going donw the drain instead because 
of the closing of the time limit on which they all depend. 

I got a huge kick out of a letter Cejcste foolishly 
showed me yesterday. It was from a Mrs. Alexander of 
Shreveport, thanking her for her exquisite Southern 
hospitality in the denunciation she had handed her on 
Sunday when she had the termrity to inquire if she and her 
guests from the north might walk through the gardens. 

Three days before Celeste had interrupted me by bringing a 
m^n I had already told the place was closed but a men, if her 
type of male, always gets the red carpet but very seldom 
does any woman get anything but a verbal swift kick and 
I was delighted that the Alexander bag poured it out on her. 

*nd so things turn, the weather remaining hot-hot and dry-dry, 
and everyfthing bubbling along merrily. . 


Thursday, July 31st, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

It got up to 100 today and at 1 0:30 tonight 
it stands at 85 so you can readily see we are, 
indeed, in deep summer. — . 

I saw the ladies at coffee this morning. Celeste 
spoke of a letter J. H. had shown her from Sister who 
remarked that after all, Melrose is her home and that 
she wants her 6 foot tall daugher, Lutsie B a by, to 
be one of the hostesses at Pilgrimage time. This means, 
of course, that Sister will use lutsie B z by as an excuse 
for her own presence and that means the fat will be 
in the fire. C» 1 »'te rays zb- will not let the Pilgrimage 

Club down by pulling out■ at this late date but obviously 
this is bound to be the last Pilgrimage in which 
Melrose figures. If things pan out this way, one . 
cannot but marvel that one dumb, disordered mind qan 
so upset so many people and^such a cause merely by 
putting in an appearance. 

The day's post was filled u)ith a flock of odds and ends, 
none of much interest. It seems to me several days have 
Passed since news has come from ^arnes. 1 am wondering if 
he has journeyed toward the east coast before lay heads out 
for the west. Like the Rocket ''irl, he 
has the bad h c bit of reporting a trip after; it has 
been completed rather than before he takes off with the result 
that I find myself slowing up on correspondence when 
nothihg comes to hand from his direction, with the result that 
n bout the time he gets back, I have completely closed 
the faucets so that a sort of re-priming is .required to get things 
- going again instead of maintaining an even flow. And, 
speaking of the^ocket Girl, the enclosure 

«*•> »■. i ■ 
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"rid ay, *ugust 1st, 1958. 


surprised me by coming to bund today, bard on the heels of 
another letter the day before. It demonstrates so perfectly 
the floundering about that I c omplained of in my 
memo of yesterday. Apparently much of her time is being 
consumes in the prospectus department whileoperatxng 

expenses in the form of magazine or newspaper articles are permitted 
to expire gs master plans wax and the s tuff that would 
pay the operating expenses perish. 1 was amsed by 
the reference to the gourds, —a matter subitablc for 
magazine material which have been pushing in her 
direction for he past couple of years. She has such 
wonderful pictures in color and really.needs no more but 
it almost seems as though she is trying to convince herself 
that a nother ne or two are required so that putting 
off the writing of.the article may be effected until 
■‘other shot or two is secured, after which perhaps s omething 
else on a grander scale may develope so thewriting 

of the article may be unnecessary. What with the.two Cane "iver Memos 
I have done on gourds, plus the 6 or 8 page manuscript 
sent to Warren, —copies of which were supplied her at the 
same time, the article for a magazine is completed 

I didn't get around yesterday, in referring to the National 
Geographic illustr i tions, to r-mark that 
the lovely lay out of Eye ry reej i recalls that it was 
at Evergreen that Joseph Erwin while guest of his daughter, then 
its mistress, fell into the water jar and drowned. It -ms 
the first impressive plantation house up the west bank of the 
Mississippi River that the boy friend and I visited on 
leaving the Crescent City, heading into the heart of the ate he s- 
Cane “iver country, and so Evergreen always quickens my yinterest whenever 
it's name is mentioned. 

I sent the American Foundation for the Blind today's 
Cane M iver Memo, accompanying a Que stionnaire just received from 
that organization, the latter aL 1 gummed up by the envelope 
they had enclosed which Louisiana humidity had stuck up wonder¬ 
fully. I think the column will make as clear a« brief ansers to 
the Questionnaire what at least one Talking n ook user foels 
would help out by way of tools, utensils, etc., as the form 
a submitted inquires about. . 


Memorandum : 

Hot-hot and the promise for more straight ahead, hinge 
are growing wonderfully although cotton tends to wilt when 
the thermometer gets abvoe 95 but picks up again at 
night when the dew, if any forms. 

Ursu a l — Mrs. Kenneth Wal ker, --telephoned 
me from ^olfax this morning regarding the possibility 
of rounding up servants to put the new Walker home, — 
that is the newly purchased home in town near the college, 
in order. 

The lady reminds me of somebody, perhaps la Montespa-% 
although much more cultivated. I had sent the Walkers 
a congratulations note on learning officially they hadpurchased 
The enterprise, enclosing abutterfly lily as a floral tribute. 

I suppose I mailed it the day before they came here earlier 

this week and* the enclosure is an acknowledgement. It is 

of no interest and neither is Robina's. I was 

glad to note from the card sent by Louisa and Edward Jones 

that they apparantly are liking Africa, .1 must 

mention its receipt to Robina who probably got her first 

message r-bout the same time mine was coming to hand. 

Since nothing came to hand from ^ 

James, I take it he may indeed, be vacationing. I certainly i. 
hope he gets to see Kay before she head^out for California. 

And speaking of A ay reminds me that the last time I 
heard anything about the SouthCarolina plans for 
California, the hejirawas set to begin as of next Wednesday. 

It will be interesting to see if we hear from that quarter 
before they take to the big road. That whole trio seems 
to be made up of the poorest hands at predictable conrrespondents 
I have ever known. .. 
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On the home front, this e veiling witnessed one . 
of those periodic series of visitations of colored friends hearing 
gifts that inevitably seem to transpiredat the sme time > 
so that the arrival of one gift is a positive sign that there w ill 
be other gifts arriving within a matter of hours on the same day. 

About 7o'clock this evening, a tall, dark figure appaeared 
at my door bearing half of a huge watermelon. He said he 
had cut this best one from his vine and finding it 
good, thought i might enjoy trying it. 1 asked him 
J , ... - hut he declined on 


Sunda'f, August 3rd, 1958, 


if he wouldn t have some with me but he declined on 

the grounds that he was a Iready s tuffed. About IQ , 

minutes later a other figure appeared, bearing a bottle of light colo 
honey. *e said he had been laying in a supply of fire wood 
ainst next winter and in felling a big old tree, had 
found it lo a ded with honey and it seemed so ta f te V> he' had 
taken some from the washtubful that he had gathered and 
brought me a taste. I thought thegesture ever so pleasant. 

And just as twilight was fading into moonlight, another 
tap at the door and there stood a yout(\. bearing a 
Pc Per bag full of peaches. He had come up J'row 
Little **iver to bring theye from the trees growing near 
the family home. He hadn t reaized they were getting 
ripe until thisafternooon,and finding them read to eat, had 
thought x might enjoy them. I cut up 

the watermelon in slabs of a size that would go into the 
ice box and 1 invited each bearer of gifts to return 
by Yucca on their way home after the show, ■‘■he 

pe a ch and honey boys can have some chilled melon and the melon boy 
can hcve a go at some peaches if by then they are ready for 
something cool, gnd 1 reckon they will be, what with 
the warmth lingering on into the night. We shall 

sample our wears around St. Giggin's, spot I always an fond of ana 
one which seems to be popular enough this week, what 
with the editors earlier in the week and all. 

Had I not known this as the first of the month before 
going to the post office this morning, a should have been 
reminded of it on my arrival there, what with a dozen old 
ge pen.sioners awaiting the arrival of the postmanwith their checks 
Bu ■ the postman didn't bring their checks today and so they 
will probab y come tomorrow and Satu day night 
ought to he joyful enough at the local honkeytonk 
when the oldsters cash their checks and start swinging 
out . 


Memorandum• 

rftmr cannot imagine how nice it was to find an unexpected 
letter from Lyme in Saturday's post. 

It was so thoughtful of you to give me such a 
comprehensive account of the Li'rary of Congress list which 
I have gone over with the most careful attention and 
congratulate you again on your handiwork. 

And m-y / also say how delighted I am to have the article 
you enclosed. I am especially happy to have it before 
undertaking parallel business with Ola Mae Such a rich treasure 
house of information allaround and all so timely, and 
I think you,sincerely. 

I hold the t ought you are not too disap pointed 
in the Morton "Traveler iiuiome", perhaps, even as 
I, you will find it so easy to explore as a bed time 
article since it appears to be so constructed as to permit 
one to wrap up a complete suect witiina few paragraphs 
n nd so provide convenient stopping places all along 
the boundless journey. 

If 1 may say so, I do believe the book had so 
many points that merely.whetted my apetite for mone elaborate 
accounts of this or that subject that I can but hope the 
same author will undertake whole, books dealing 
with but a single item. I was sorry he didn't 
give a little more space to, the Hadrian's Villa and I'ivoli 
section : nd I was glad that 1 had read that book abou 
the Villa, --was it called A Villa inRome, or some sch 
which seemed to dovetail very nkcely with what livtle 
Mr. Morton had to say. M 

Sn.tu day and Sunday, up until 5 p.m., were 


Sr tu day and Sunday, up anti 1 5 p.m., were 
hot-hot. I had somehow gaffer'ed+that theHocket ^irl 
a nd Albert Ben fancied thifrselves as coming this way ei 


the r 
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"A1 enunciated plans subject to change 
without notification", —don t you think so. 

Blythe sent word by Aelma this fternoon that 
she and Joan Frants were at the camp and would 
like me to drop in as Blythe had workmen 
there needing supervision that kept her on the spot. 

I went over and found the ladies much as usual. I 

was given, an introduction to the new addition which found 

roomy and well ventilated, -being screened on 

three sides, the new contrstuction being just 

n bove the b n rbecue pit. I still think the addition should 

h„ve been placed to the right of the house, as viewed 

from- our favorite seats beneath the cedars, but it 

was placed to fthe left, and, after ~11, it is 

their cnnstruction and not mine. Blythe 

said the little Whit }s intihrevport, having been 

f lown down from Roanoke, He hopes to try crutches 
his week hut will not b e n ble to put his foot to 
the floor for another month or so. He plans to 
enter law "school either in California or the University 
of Pennsylvania this autumn and his mother will go with 
him to see that he jets properly installed and his ather will 
get'him a new car to facilitate his getting.„bout with 
greater f 2 c il ity. 

1 only remained ~bout 2 n hour at the camp and 
they returned here well- before the little 
wind storm and gentle rain that lasted from 5 until 
6, cooling off the air wonderfully so that tonight will 
be grand for sleeping. 

The wind knocked down a few vine laden b a mboo poles 
\nd tossed a fewpumpkins and gourds on to the ground but 
did little damage. T discovered the vines at the west 
end of Yucca, developed fruit with remarkable speed during 
the .past 4 or 5 [ days. There are a few gou ds and pumpkins larger 
th c n a basket iball that hav developed on the trellis 
during these ffw dnys and a scad more seeming about 
to expand their girth. I suppose many a s qu a sh 
2 nd gourd cando .ell its expanding within about a 
week so at qne ibs frequently astonished to > tumble over 
quite • crbp .where *"anly 4 or 5 days before, one has 
noticed nothing especial. 

In going over the book list again, a nd aga n, 1 have 
foil d myself thinking so mh of Lyme and hoping the 
week end hasheld much by way of relaxation ........_ 


Holiday, August 4th, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

If was such a duplicate of Saturday's 
surprise to discover a letter from Lyme in today's 
post. 

ft was so good to know how things were turning 
even thought pthe prospects for the days immediately 
following the posting weren t too redolent of rest. 

And may 1 also spy how spelndid I found the enclosures, 
and the t style as well as the ideas so exhilerating. 

I can well imagine the prospect of Repeating 
last year's hejira to the an ni&ersary festivities cppeared. 

I laughed to think of the long t beard you probably envisioned, 
even as I do occasionally, when some of my old 
acquaintances of a few decades back present t'heir grown 
offspring to me while 1 am still tr s ing to adjust the 
mental pictu e I have been holding of the proud 
parents which was one of children before reaching their 
teens and I must say it is confusing momentarily and 
wonderfully impressive as to the yardage that must 
have developed in my beard without me ever realizing it. 

The day's post brought severa.\ letters, some of which, 
for one reason or another, -*■ haven t read as yet. I did 
glance through the one from *ames who explained 
he has been in BatonRouge for a few days, visiting Miss Mah. 

There was one from Kay, —hand written, —which 
I didn't get far in for two reasons, first, because my secretary 
had difficulty with the reading of it, and secondly, 
beca se of an interruption, as noted below. 

Tl\cre was one from liaisey in the Bell, too, bvX 
I didn t even get around to open that one. 

» ’ * ’ • 1 


. 
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The telephone was out of service all day, or at least 
the few times 1 tried to make use of it, and l was 
accordingly somewhat startled- when it rang 
at 5 p.m, J answered -it, assuming it to . 

he the telephone company, checking on it, but instead, i 
turned out to be a lady who said she was going to drop 
in on me. I told her a ujcs sorry that I did not catch 
her name, which she hadn t tVfjiven me, and. then she 
said it was Mrs. Brown. I know but one Mrs. Brown and 
before 1 could respond, she said just a minute, that 
a friend wanted to speak to me, and the friend was la 
Monte span. She e xpla'i'ned Mrs. Brown wanted to deliver apackagc 
'^ncT~tlrelT~would be right down from town. I said the time 
'was wrong and that £ couldn t see them before 7. They sai 
they would come then. *hat gave ma an opportunity 
to hunt u d the proper person who seemed not at al 1 enchanted, 
saying he hadn't seen any of them in a couple of years and 
I told him that I hadst ved them off until 7m 
he said he would he gone b then. £ recommended he leave half 

-an hour earlier, mien the three ladies . rnved about 
7, they said they had seen him but he did not seem to recognise t.iem. 
I assume he was probably just leaving in his car. 1 sat the 
bags on the .allcry, served nothing and made talk 
of the most casual sort, after 10 minutes, they had 
to leave, they said , L-Montcspa^inquired 
if the master didn t know she was heading in this way. 

1 feigned surprised and asked if she hadn t telephoned him 
before calling me. Hhe responded she was sure 
he would have been here, had she let him know. 

That was all there was to it, gxcept that inste d of 

leav nj the car at the front fate as has always been the case 

. in the past, the bag drove slap into the side gate in 
her flaming Cadillac, so that the ladies 
next door couldn t miss seeing them. Fortunately 
they wouldn't be known if seen but 1 had better 
have a good identity alibi before, the coffee hour on 
the morrow, let us hope we aren t honored by such 
a visitation within the next 50 years at least. I 
l la ve no - objections to whatever heroine and hero want 

play but I think it a never to entangle parties of the 

second part and those playing the minor roles. 

We had another sm a ll shower *this afternoon and 
tonight the.humidity remains high enough to make the warmth 
of the day seem about doulbe butvegetation grows 
wonderfully and, what with such a nice post from Lyme, 

I am altogether delighted with the w orld . 


Tuesday, August 5th, 1958. 


Memorandum• 

Hot and humid and I like it. 

All daythere has been a vast clattering from the direction 
of the front gate where they are tearing down the old store in 
compliance with the requirements of the Highway Department. As only 
about 3 feet of the building actual ly projected beyond the 60 
foot right of way, and edges of the space being at least 10 or 15 
feet from the actual black top thoroughfare, this straining 
at a knat, as it were, seems silly enough. I tried in vain to persuade 
J. H. to take down but a portion of the bildin’g, leaving the 
rest, well within the confines of the garden, for a 
delicious little office but m y efforts were of no avail. 

I had in mind leaving the major portion of the building and 

putting an entrance to the thing that would duplicate the end 

of the African House which would be delightful protection 

for carats when it was raining a"nd shade when it wasn't, and 

of course, x would have made a museum ou of the balance but 

it is difficult to make the sighted see sometimes and so the old building co 

down. 

I hope I told you about the surprise I got 
when examining the vine of a gourd that produces the small decorative 
gourds when I discovered• the vine had a gourd growing on it that 
was the color and size of „ big pumpkin. How I'm asking myself 
what is going to happen, what with a little gourd producing vine, crossed 
with a pumpkin, has brought forth s omething tremendous, what 
is going to happen next year when a plant the seeds of the . 
vines of the gourds producing big fruit that I have 
pollenized this year with the pumpkins.- 

I had coffee with Madam Regard this morning, her daughter having 
gone off on a frolic for the day. The daughter is so thoughtful as 


I 
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to leave telephone numbers of the Country Club or where ever 
she plans to be so hat if Mother drops dead, she can be 
reached without too mu^-h difficulty. 

Thelma called to check up on some data she is using 
for Pilgrimage publicity. She i nd John leave Saturday, 
drive to t heir f arm in Illinois and then fly to Uorway, returning 
home within three weeks. She said Rosalind telephoned her last night 
and elated a hair rjising account of the doings of some colored 
man on the Aswell place. They talked a little longer 
ilid Thelma suddenly exclaimed to Rosalind, that she knew perfectly 
well sh had just made up the whole tale she had been relating. 

Ro3alind did a dab of stammering end then laughingly admitted it. 
Thelma says that Rosalind is hitting the artificial stimulants 
pretty Itard these days, and not those that come in bottles. 

Isn't i't a pity that one to whom God has given so many gifts 

should throw them away on such stuff. One wonders, too, the 

source of the drugs but i suppose there s a vast supply 

flowing all around wiiRtout others than the users realising how 

deliveries are made. I Iwas mildly amused when Thelma said that James 

Avwell owed John s-o much money at the time of his death that 

she and °ohn were thinking of purchasing a cemetery lot 

from uosal'ind, turning the Aswell debt into paying 

for the lot so that they would get some of the e qua of the money 

b a ck which certainly seems an odd way to collect on 

a b : d debt but practicle, 1 guesss. 

during the past few days, I have been impressed by the 
tiresomeness of the news to which I have tuned in. It seems to have 
f-een one of those interim places wherein the newscasters are ’ 
a 111 concentrating on telling you what they think is going to 
happen that they forget to tell you what really 
has happened. During the past week or two, ± h~ve also been 
impressed by the absence of y„ tops personalities and 
situations, such s Mr. IIMron who doesn't seen to h : v been 
getting into the news I h a ve listened to, and Algeria which 
was our sole fare earlier in the summer seems to hav 
vanished.." J must hasten to say I don't mind missing 
both Mr. Mixon and Algeria, just as once I was glad to miss Korea, 
the Formosa Straits and sc on but, nevertheless, I must confess 
I someetimes wonder how such things, after such constant 
serving, suddenly' disappears complete from the menu. 

Rut now I must go to work, a fterwhich, if the hour is 
re ,s liable, zhink a shall have a little Feyer musicale 
hard by St.Giggin's before Calling it a day . 


Wednesday, August 6th, 1958. 


Memorandum ; 

\ 

The weather's lovely, sort of' mid 90 and 
things growing at a gre t rate. 

Lots of the gourd vines are beginning to drop their 
fruit, too, so that I picked up 50 or 60 of the smaller 
type from the ground whethce they had fallen. I treated them 
with a Johnson Wax coating and have put them aside to 
see wuat they will do. I reckon the ladies may have something 
to sell at their Charity Bazaar after all, —if the treatment 
is a success. ■ 

For ^he first time in ± know not how long, there wasn't 
a drop oj mail in today's post, not ppen an advertisement. 

I ought to be n ble to begin getting caught up tonight, and 
I propose doing so for the absence of mail today probably 
means a double dip on the morrow. 

Juanita telephoned'me thisafternoon. She 
said she had just read the Memo concerning the dictionary 
nd Urged me to telephone her at any old time of the day 
or night whenever she could help which I thought was 
sweet of her. 

C rmen telephoned this afternoon, too. She said 
that Mr. Walker, as Editor of the Enter rise, had te'lep-oned 
Charles, as editor of The^imes, saying that he hoped 
the two newspapers might coo,e rate with each other for their 
mutual advantage. Charles told Mr. Walker that except 
for borrowing or lending type, he didn't want to have 
q.ny commerce between the two organizations • Surely 
Charlesis off on the wrong foot but appa rantly 
believes he can maintain the pace. 

Mrs. Walker telephoned me this afternoon, too, saying 
that she had been concentrating on putting the house 
in order with expectations of moving from Colfax on 
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hurdday, August 7th, 1958, 


Mond n \} but she was surprised to learn today that somebody 
had circulated a petition among the town merchants, 
asking them to s.gn a statement they o ould do no advertising 
in hhe Enterprise, That, of course, is Charles' doings but 
Mrs. Walker said she didn't know the instigator and didn t 
want to know, I told her I wanted to know and 
that 1 believed she knew just as well as 1 did and 
changed the subject, 

I-t just occurs to me that last night I did 
a t-aneiiiver Memo last night about TheBluck Swan for 
next week's Enterprise. 1 ' shall send a covering note with 
it, suggesting that if Hr.Valuer feels the mere mention 
of color at the moment would be unwise, he can substitute something 
else. How rabid those Citizen Council maniacs can 
go to wreck a newspaper or anyone who doeln t subscribe to 
their bigotry.. 


The front third of the old store by the f rent gate is down 
and the void looks- as surprising as one's bedroom would 
if, during one's absence, somebody had revoed the bed. I 
h c ve the aprons here on my front gallery along with the 
old board over the entrance of the store which, 
in faded letters, reads • "Melrose, P.C." That sign has 
always de ighted me because it is such a 
surprise to read those words instead of "Melrose, La, 

Who ever painted "Melrose, P, 0." three quarters of a century 
ago or so, must have assumed everybody would know Melrose 
was in L uisiana and so simply set down the initi oqIs 
for Post*Cffice without bothering to mention the State, 

The ginger lilies are in flower, the blossoms looking 
like the pompoms on the hats that Balkan Mings and 
Student Princes or Chocolate Soliders uspa to wear, 

I took some to the ladies at the coffee hour this morning. 

The 1 dies were bright and gay, what with the 

prospect of Mansura and Las *egas in che curds for next week. 
i' indulged myself in a musicale last night and contemplate cti other 
tonight with St. Qiggin's as the telepathy broadcasting station.,., 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find both a letter and a surprise 
p n cket in today'3 post. 

The sealed packet, 1 am hoping, may be opened for 
applic tion to this machine by this week end and again, as so 
many times during a twelth month, I call down blessings on 
Lyme for havingbeen so generous and so thoughtful in supplying 
the needs of the scribe. 

And may T congratulate little Miss Lee on her latest 
expedition. Seeing familiar places thathold so many 
excellent points is an unending pleasure G »d in spite of conditions 
n nd situations, such spots are always to inspiring that 
they never fail to offer a lift, even though conditions 
such as weather, etc., cannot dull their ability to lift 
the heart and soul. 

How often have I served as guide to those on whorn the object 
being visited had scant message but I always counted such investments 
of time and energy a,s well invested for there was always a chance 
that some unsuspected fragment of pleasure might come to those 
being exposed to such monuments, and, besides, from a selfish 
point of view, I, &o, was forever finding thatl, myself, was 
gaining something in the secret most place of my heart that 
might not hrve come to me and 1 had not had the cultural opposition 
to cof.tend with, proving for the billionth time, of course, 
that those things for which we work the hardest are those which 
in tjic end somehow manage to pay off in largest dividends. 

Perhaps I had. better withhold butterfly lilies for a few days, since 
too concentrated a. collection awaiting the return of little 
Miss Lee might well produce an aroma that would permeate 
„11 mid town, 

Thursday is usually my businest day if I simply follow 
those patterns that are of my personal making and choice, 

I was accordingly mildly taken a-back this morning when, a little 
before 6, a whole flock of field hands appeared on my -gallery. 

4 .i. . »b n • ' 1 5;' 1: •'! . , 
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It seems that they had been summoned to their labors this morning 
with the understanding that scads of them would build fences 
in the Montrose-Gorum regions but the fence post that were 
to h-ve z rrived by truck loads during the night, had not come 
through. Thus I was present with a stack of unskilled 
l^bor to serve as gjrdeners, as untutored in things botanical 
as to give them not the slightest notion as to the 
difference between a cow and a cowslip. As I find it 
devastating to the plants to turn such a force loose among 
the subtropical rareties, I struggled for .a moment to get 
each man in a place where he might do a little good and 
a minimum of danage. 

.1 ere were, a couple of carpenters in .the crowd, Will n 0 jers 
,;,d Alton ' s p:.pa, Phil Johnson, and I held them aside from the hoe 
h n nds -nd set them to contribing something between an or a, —I 
know not what, a composite, perhaps, of a Russian isba and 
Chinese pagoda. I found a couple of g a llon3 of red lacquer 
paint at the store. I had them paint 1 5 or 20 feet of the 
apron that earlier in t he week hc^d graced the eaves of the old store. 

Then we examined the little log house r t th.« North end 

of the Unicom garden and I asked them to install the apron, ba 

turned upside down, along the peak of the roof which was quite a job. 

After that, I had them paint the roof itself with the same 

p lacquer, a nd Lo '. whenever the Unicorn arrives, 

a mighty fine little templs-iwill be awaiting. I 

think the undulating roof line of r ed n gainst a blue sky 

will be especial ly delightful next year when scads of gourd vines 

will be forming p. pattern across the roof itself. m.d yellow 

gourds are putting mille fleurs designs ell over the coposition. 

Madam Hegard and I had coffee together at nine o'clock, 
the other lady having gone on a frolic at the country club, beginning with 
swim sand ending up at the bar or luncheon t~b'le, I suppose. 

Both ladies take off at dawning on the morrow for Jfansura 
where Madam Regard will remain until the end of 
the month when daughter returns from Las Vegas. 


The grapevine reports that at 7 tonight Madame Joseph 
Benjamin Metoyer died in a New Crleans hospital. This point 
is worth noting because o'. Ben Metoyer has been courting the 
local ar.tist for the past year or two. What a twist in the 
social s'cheme if Miss Hunter should end up by marrying 
Joe. Ben, '—the granddaughter of slaves being united wit Ik a member 

of - family that h a s pointed with pridd to (icvino fece-l, , „ 
the iriiilatto aristocracy of the region. 1 mud t wirte this 
to oames. 


And my thoughts are traveling w a y up North in 
and I hold the thought that all goes well .. 


Virginia tonight 


Friday, gust 8th, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

The weather is hot and wonderful. I hold the thought 
it may be the same along the seaboard. 

The day turned out according to no foreseen pattern but 
it was pleasant so far as my own program fell into place. 

'Around 9: 30 this morning. Carmen called me 
but- before she had related anything of interest, x had to 
break off to answer a tp at the door, at was Linel Jeanmard 
who had spent the night in 3hrev port and had stopp ed off here on his 
way b a ck to Lafayette to spend the day wi,th me. 

I thought he seemed rather thin which is understandable in view 
of his adventures during the past year. We broke bread in 
town at noon and he ate only a dab of crackers and cheese for it 
see.ms he remains on a rigid diet. - 

;ie spoke of many thi.ngs, including his uncle's 
funeral. He mentioned that the tii3hop had specified 
before his pleuth that if, as. was c ustomary, h-is body should 
lie in state in the Cathedral of Lafayette for d day, he 
wanted it to be accorded equal time in the negro 
church of Lafayette, St. Paul's, perhaps, and that Life had 
recorded in pictures that this had been done. 

"i 

» ' i ■ . » 

We 3poke at length of •>eeks and the peculiar 
circumstance of Weeks and Clif h a ving died on the same 
day with both of them supposedly having had substantial 
estates of which nothing c uld be found on their death. 

Lionel told me he was on quite intimate terms with 
Weeks' c un* wfto ^ told Lionel just before 
her death she was leaving a million six hundred thousand to 
her nephew, /is we cast r out trying to think what could have 
happened to this fortune., we came up with the question as to 
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I didn't say anything c bout it but 1 found myself thinking 
^bout the lawyer who handles theStorm fortune, his considerable 
expenditures and the .vanishing of properties 
in that estate* 

I had thought of writing Carolyn early in he week to mention 
the final baptisin' of the year, to be held here on Sunday, but 
not know where she was, 1 did not do so. As I recall, her 
last letter said something a bout passing this w r .y, en route 
to Marshall, last Satu day or Sunday. Of course 1 never heard anything 
more. But Lionel tells me Carolyn was at Plantation Court 
on Tuesday of this week and was heading out for Baton^ouge on 
the following day, so I did just as well in not 
attempting to reach her for the baptisin' business. 

I s n w a light in Miss Cammie's room tonight at 
10:30 and shortly afterward the grapevine reported that 
little Canmie had hitch-hilced down here from Shrev port, and 
is limping badly, due to a sprained hip she received 
while at summer camp a while b c ck, Can you imagine 
parents permitting a 15 year old girl to hitch-hike • such a distance 
in the night — or day, either, for that matter. 

I thought of the eneral's wife when today's 
post was gone into t for the General s wife had told me 
Roane had" not .gone on the " uropean-trip this year but here's 
a card from Verdun, of all places, indicating that she is 
in that place ' ut don t ask me why. 

Lionel and 1 stopped at renbourg wnere I was a stonished to 
see ,that during the past c uple of days, the pears have grown and 
filled out so mightily that in spite of earlier work on 
them, many of the branches are beginning to break with the vast 
n bundance of fruit. Surely this is going to be a bumper 
year for ma.ny‘ crops but I am bound to hasten in my determination 
to divest the trees of their fruit before the trees 

tear themselves co pieces any more.. 

• , . . ». * 

Thelma telephoned to say Goodbye js she and John head out 
for Norway at d a wning .. 
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Sunday, August 10th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

Deep summer continues, --a little more humid 
tonight ‘because of a half inch of rain around nooon today. 

The enclosures are o ?io great moment f but I 
enclose them re gardless. From Madam Marco s letter, one 
gathers the lady is conserving on her stationary. 

I can't think of anyone she knows by the name of Charles, ex¬ 
cept her late husband, but, on the other hand, she may know 
olenty. of.people. It does seem a little odd, however, that 
she made use of the sheet she did when getting ready to pen 
rj letter to someone else. ■. ~~ . 

yis for the printed material , it is just another 
example of the type of thing the Citizen Council gets out in 
its campaign to discredit anyone so unlucky as f to think other 
than the uiay they do, —or more precisely, don t think. This 
broadside happens to be shot Mr. it'alker and so 1 enclose 
it as one of the minor evidences of their handiwork. 

The week end was pleasant and uiet in these parts. 

John Jenk and his sister went on a picnic with the parents 
of John's boy friend who came down from hreveport 
o give the children f some water ski-ing on Cane **iverand 
to ta he back their son and little Cammie .. I assume 
little Cammie did not water ski, what with her sprained 
leg or whatever, but, on the other hand, it wouldn t 
be at all surprising if she had a try at it regardless. 

» 

This ifternoon, following the rain, Blythe came to see me, 
bringing in her train Joan Frants and a couple of Ghreveport 
ladies. Most of the visit wa-> concentrated on the gourds and 
there were a few new twists in that department, what 
with the wind that came earlier with the rain, having blown 
down a few vines, festooned with gourds, plus a 
flock of individual gourds cluttering up the ground 
within the trellises where the fxar vines had remained intact. 
Blythe said she was going to rig up a Mexican basket she has so 
that I may fill it with gourds to be sold at Pilgrimage time in 
the African House , Blythe kills me the way she is always 
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Monday, August 11th, 19 


trying to think up something for me to sell during Pilgrima' 

I have already told her 1 am-giving the gourds to the Lemee 

Mouse for sale to assist that cause, Furt ermore, she 

has been here at Pilgrimage time and knqws full well T 

am so busy dispensing hospitality I don t have 

time enough to greet people, let alone getting tangled up ii 

gourds, 

Cele ste. takes off fvr Las Ye gas at 4; 30 in the 
morning. She.mentioned at supper tonight, that J, H• 
leaves on Tuesday with J. R, williams for the "io Grande an< 
Mexico, — Tampico, I believe she said, or some such. How 
they all do get 3 bout. 

It strruck me this noon that I had better 
knock off another column for The enterprise, since 
the running of the article on The Blapk Swan at just this 
moment might make things a little more 

difficult for the ~ditor. I according hit off something 
I entitled "Ct mpensation for t e .hcwConer" or some such and 
shall try to jet it into the Editor's hands early 
tomorrow morning so it m.y be ready to be set up before 
the Black Swan gives anybody a fit. How idiculous civilise 
peo le u ve to koo-tow to the s r ' e noises bellowed by 


. Hi r f-r » v . t « , L- • • 

' i l 5HD 110 .lit S* 
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,biu* 
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Tuesday, August 18th, 295*. 


Humrmmmm . 

Well. Mrs . Kent had made a » appsintment 
ter herself and Ola Mae fsr 3:3* and theyarnved 
t 5:39, just as the supper Sell u>as ringing. 1 

ind mu supper, accordingly, at f:39. I 
was mildly surprised.ts see that there were ftur pesple 

Tn 'klpaU, 0 ,d V <V.V 1 k “ d 

Mr. Kent a cctmpanied hi* wife, a nd semektdy s aunt frsn 
Wichita Fa 1 * 9 * Texas, alss fsllswed in the 
preecessien. But as they were ol u cry ntoe, it 
turned tut alright althsugh, in my tpimtn, if a 
ctnference is t *rranged fsr an exeotuvie <#d secretary, 
the secretary s husband aid semebt<\y s aunt 
shtuld net he included. 

. - ' ; f g . ' 

Our business discussien emed tt he 
entirely satisfactsry all artund .and nets paper, h earing 
‘repreductisnstf Plantatien Prinities, was decided uptnl 
Mr. Kent remarked that the rihhitn sn my typewriter 
must he abeut played sut, as he glanced at a, 
page tf nates I'had made in advance. He vttitnbeered tt 
send me a rihhtn, fsr which I th a nked him hut said 
1 shsuld prefer his expert yerk sn a new rthhsn 
fj. ready tt hand, it he didn t mind, and he was 
happy tt undertake the replacement, as ytu see. Be 
siad my machine need attentieh and the next time 
they alloamedtwn ithis way *- he wtuld bring me 
■ a machine ts keep while he oarried mine away 
and hailed it and did tther things., a 11 tf which 
I thtught very kind. 

The encltsure frsm Btane seems tt cenfirn that, 

' ctntrary is ^adam General, she really did make it ts 
Eurtpe and thementisn sf Sacaux-Bebinstn suggests 
she mgy have read^sne sf the Cane Biver Mens references ts 

‘ that 'place . .. . 

1 believe the dipping $s stnethmg 

hsut Little Eva hut I haven t read it as yet, al thsugh 
5 have an tther tt expiers later sn a day when there are 
less harlsts and Wards, in a manner tf speaking. 

Perhaps I shtuld explain I am nst really tt ruffled at I 
ssund and it gees withaut saying I am glad 
tt he able tt tum sn the telepathy gadget and 
tt make use tf this rihhtn tf htntr frtm Lyme...... 


Memtrandum: 


T3J-, ' -| -MB is 4 OsYtV -• u 

, . s.,.* (jav \a 


J\ iff- 4 i , u"': --.4 o*s : t* I 1 


: i'.sti 


koni is\ kos-s iii*s-»r is zoA v.a 


Haw nice that the rihhtnhtldt........ ■ t 

a tx 1 •• edA \j4 » btu * -• 

« - The day's pest was remarkable in that frtm such remtved 

mens shtuld esme references ts Warren Ogden. <• 

. aci*p i\* »•' *'«'•' xUr tn* 

Carrie's letter speaks fsr itself. In respsnding, 

I have made a cabbsn ospy which I encltse, nst because it is tf 
any inter st■ tt surely thd . ysu may he kept abreast sf this 
latest Briarweed exchange. i' «o i .-• • - • *'*■ -' 1 4 ■ 

»• f .n : a eiionua‘0 8«asi4i*i ‘ 

The letter frtm Manes, is entertaining but pussling in * 

.its reference ts la St arm. I shall write him an a destrsyabla 
slip, reminding him sffuiss Commie strange pa a lns ( ^ 
tf praise all tengled up?with her piissn pen letters, the ' 
snly suggestien I have ever hinted at as ts the cantentS sf her 
recent lettep^s me, hut psint^ng tut that it - ‘V 

. _ -exceedingly difficult far Kay, being ss ctnstantly with Aunt Willie 

1 tn the sne hand and Farley tn the«ether a ud exp easing the heps 
that she may have same, understanding as ts whatv ts expect 
tf senility cases and their almsst invariabletendency 
tt lash put at thsse whsm they really like best. >• 

4 V* K * r nl-o*Vo • c'c 

Carmen received a letter frsm Warren this e vening, 
indicating varitus standards the Dixie Bsts ftllews in relatitn ts 
the material,it publishes. Carmen has thrtwn■ up her*hands- ■ 
at trying, ts get* anything* in the Picayune far this yegi* t ■ 

»» pilgrimage and what> with Thelma .in-Surepe* thvt medium " ‘ 

: is prstably tight cltsed. Carmen definitely will nef try * 
dain. I hepe.bsth she and Thelma will'd ventual ly ctmprehend • 

%hat in hiring Cartlyn atf a* meminal-ts dm Pilgrimage 
publicity, they get mucp mere than their mtney* b trsrth even* 
if they deducted all the ether newspapers Carslyn supplied aside 
frsm her pictures in os sr in the Picayune^ i v - '■ c 

T. n l I have written Carslyn, —tinging ps a lms ** 8 a dead dkle, I - 
reaken.*that<sinee Warren has turned dbwn Matehitsehes material frsm 

J .»ion• 0 yi«u*b S»n *4 b* - 4 r 
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Wednesday, Aug, l&th, 1959 , 


. - •. % .\i \i O 8 V - , 


ether quarters, it might he aperfeet time fer her te engineer her 
pictures sf the African Seuse murals hut 1 don't knew ±hat^ 
she has time te slew dewn fer that er that Warren weuld f 
accept them, especial lyM, AM. sf then-' Cp peered in last year s 
article en Lestan, And, hy the way, 1 was abused when Ola Mae 
remarked, the ether'day that Carelyn has*e new car, Racket Girl is 
n a me fer her, a s James-has, referred, te her * and hew she' keep ahead 
ef the hill celleoter, enly she knews. t 

«». .M'su n<*\ t a ■ no 

Xi ran threugh the feme &iver Mens with Mrs<* Walker teday, 
and was. impressed hy the fast that Ur, W^llper. had., gene ahead t 
0 nd initialed The Black £>wan fer puhlica*isn,^r ecjardlsss 


ef the current flurry, The Citizens Ceunoils hig guns are 
new being swung from Mr,'.Walker te-Mre,Walker and ~ -Toi 
they:hays. put^eut. a stery that Urs* Walksr%Was,recently*ia Brasil, 
attempting te overmtrhowi.thatzGovernneut. i Mrs, Walker said she a 
had te a dmit t that she had warn an amethyst which she helingd cams 
froaBrysilswhen in teums yesterdays Shrews aid: that ernes her aether 
had keen a teurist in, SeutkAneriea,? including^ yrasil-^ra hd '■ 

*, she assumed the Qeuneil had cenuertp theedaughter intq-the mother, — 
anything te get .a stery, even as they pytieut the talk that . « 

Urs, Beckerman whe was hern inSeuth Daketa,-had first seen'the 
light efday.in South Byesia, I must say the Counoil t-. ixi \e 
is really something and just te think that Ceusin Smmet <» a* •- 
State Chairman ef the thing, 

t Vj« t;a»’ a ' wan'\, na«i »■' »«•» a-jan no' 

• j iusc.uL an <ii eraL .*» , a j • A si-:.' a*'i s z tin \jiuScoi kJ 

J. H., get eff this a fterneen with J* 1, Williams cad* **»■* 

Jerry Pratt, twe. traveling cempanienswhe weuld here auyene else 
heyend words, Ta^piee peems te.-.he sue place they a re heading fer, prehahly 
heut cattle^ef imagine, for 1- believe a party ef the trip is 
fer business alend? -tprehhhly the enly thing Ji.*M, r Williams-and 
Jerry pratt cempreheud ytyway, I suppese they will be 1 'back 
seme time uext*, week', »»*, •uot' Hod* enar .lour ..a- * ,:iU; 

•tW: naiiv K\jlan©0 enaeo^oiuaii na>' • a«U t v »»•••■ at' i \ 

Our wedher remainp^het and humid and every day X, gather r*n\ 

24 er 89 ef the small decerative geurds that have ripened and 
fallfmqn the greund, iiXhey natuvs-abfut 8 months:before the larger 
de,^starting\ eff in the Spring well in\aduanee ef the^ethsrs. 

And new te the mail And thence te my dewny ceuch,,,,,, 


iiail^s 
sit \| ■ 


Memorandum 

iMet and humid with cn afterneen skewer te make 
t it less het and mers humid, ( 

j •.a .1 j 1 v*W bab oa oo.l :>»io nayt aua-> a. s«i noji 

.<*' -- t The e rsessive meieture eentinues xx retting 

,u the geurd vines whioh± in turn^'lets the geurds fall hut 

ss they land fer the meat part «n a carpet ef setten hulls, 

* they,.sustain few broken heues," 1 -' a 

i. u'/. a*\ .15:1 U.s i i-.lt. bios • sie ■« » *' »• 

an ,ni • The delight sf the day came with the nail when 

. two,illustrated messages t errived frsm ysu knew where 
*Qd 1 ms t se happy te learn:that yen hed'enesuntered 
euch-seeperative weather alsng the my, had enjeyed a dip in the 
- and had feund many'a lsoely thing te gene at in ene ef America's 
v » i ! nest unique cities, I gather- yen feel the 

t . > gesd wsrk eentinues in that quarter and .remains high 

a V. . in standard-.and il mm ss glad ts get this imprsssien , 
i.i : as Uay the gesd-werkege^en ferever, “• » 

natti ■ . .n aua* uaii. LLu'\ ««--> W- 

n- . • Ti'.« ;Ths day's peat hreught a ceuple Sf ether 

r--ki i •'*»! Mse a 9 ss hut nene ef much interest but I Sind 

them aleng regardless, l knew nst why t —perhaps 
c'i •** »•« ksmstsm -i was turning ever gardening theughte in 
my mind whan running threugh Milan's letter hut 
j .* i be. that s it may, ■ J *:fewnd it A ? singularly presets, ~ 
ss different frem her usual ce umunieatiene, I 
was amused- ts learn, he we oar, Irhat she, tie, is finding it 
IL:. impassible ts offset cu y e* t stf Aatiwfmetery eemnunioatiens 
with She -ecke.t Oivli- This is a-V^Wat weakness 
, i s-\: l sn the part sf the afsreeeid Basket Girl, fr^think, end 
■if vj.n -prekabliy it has al/saye keen se, —neglect*tig eld 

a* .i fr.iendSt -wnd asmd ntenoes and teem enesj {y tSW, while dashing 
frem one prejeo* intw utrsther? os en traced ut prespeetive 
prefects se te leee eight ef pereenal per - 
s PPP.t.iveSm, If. she--keeps $his- up leny e'neugh, in 
the end, as the preepeets fade, the perspeettves will 
. have- disip peered and rthe~ lady tsill ks* X'enely 
.h:.a j a* o ;• fer. old. friends si though* she will always’'be suffieiently 

» jo >. interesting and, full spwharm ts* attrastfiiit* assecigten, — 

'‘w*ildn't 9 ue i ai i *il* 4m '* e * 9in 





Francois Mignon Papers, #M-3889 


Thursday, August 14th, 1959 


i>b8*t<bVU 


Mens randum : l - 

A levely daywith sufficient sssling sh ewers arsund 
semewhere sr-ether,ts-giva^a-delightful sssling ts the air and 
yet remete*eneughyaassuming the cleude held*eleetrioityy ts *>z 
makeiradie ,listening passible*U'-,?.? a ,'fsi > »*'>' «• » ", 

,»e«9>‘o ^Hieuftc^eib iw bscu • o a-ic.vj *6 \t at n a*w 3 sy ... v 
f rescued the lasUefA the apren fren^theveld*8Uri>tiday, 
a task ing.it an thk*strUtu> preheating frem*the i «‘-t ' i b* 

>v .a, s seegndsterryjef tbesfriean M suss, es^.it is adiquantely^f 

rain a>H easily available when i iu: ■ suW 
diao#a<»* sene phase it^ianibe used ts< advantage 

«.Vit* I.o o Jsio •» fcafrjtiw a«% iiaVuu oelk 

•tolwotio 21 b# day's »ail-naan' * ef maoh aeceunt Ol theagh i f 
•\?v.■> I-did enjey^U+s. ^stirliagia^alippinga and*theught the 

letteretevtha Editer byname tt^Xane^axiellent.^ I* u\j 
ua# interested ikvanethev that menttened Martha Me binned* 
whe is • thsse^ehanasters\mha is^ferevsr vanishing free * 

mg theughte until breught baok*by same letter frem her sr* 
v,a#*« printed material abeut'her. > ?;«**•* »^’r r«i* r «-j 

• qn6\frcl% s .\3 

J enslese Miss late Perkin's oard beoause it 
seems se interesting as te her fas ilye^ ' MU«sqn t 

8* a-tatfi ,fr»\riiUCr . rtq»»6\# fji.au .'ainiis 

Three #b /*nr airplanes.were sweeping lsw^evsr the piads'* this merning 
a half haup-bifereisunriseiispraying oettenet.a '.great rates 'The 
‘At 4 6ic a ir was metitnless ahd their, unh 0 ly.deit must have fallen almest 
stright dawn te ds a maximum e.*geed and dsstreutisn tf the 
bell weevil must certainly be elaasified as a geed • 

Vlir.avti ,3 84 * St-ui &. j iuci si ' 0 .ft*' ftiuuft ,o*i^ -..'1 

Ji Mi. telepkened btfsre 6 «.r» /ran «»« plane ‘ . & 

in Seuth *exas.» Mew he likes, ts asset a beat the *werid and a t. the same 
time keep his finger am the pulse ef theiplantatien by * ^iuAt 
te^.aphemia jaemmumiaatisnei .1 0 ata^ai eV t>Ak tU ufxntna % 

BUft'&iTi'O *»»VY T6W4 ftl<o3 ftitt IU 

I h a ve te l±mgk> utthegaeunt*ef -early wineries*-'trash waning my 
way fremthaod ip,ae4\am esfitha^ld states Tent ghty. far exampliy 

nu Bti4T8 ti-5 V.US'i ftito \» $*.!>88*t4f s»\3 

Oftbl ft8%*\«u afriitoi tt« Tiju si a»UU» tl4*\ e$i 

tnswnuaa Jasii'eoTJ sAi \% ftf.J «cn*\nfto 

•i klfti\ ftlii-TftV 0 t.wi88i<B sic uift-.ue ub*\C ,vn<tft»ifrio tilAu 


WJi di'.ijT* 


, Q me st par tUoular x te re spend a impl y may tngi n 

•its Uurn^ V * • »e*i at 63 .»•■ • 

,-i . 4 \, • if $*m,4» yen: de, z • ure.,.*,. 

e»c4J-oft>.e-. *c . .. - - J siS 

,fSs-a*V-ahun" is, getting under way at St. 

Mattiefps and I bave. declined c eeuple inivitatiens te attend 
1 Perhaps £ may gs ttmerrew night and-say e'few werda at the 
• 4 ? tinsAsf €tka funeral'prenvanetmehta *!•>; 

• IX r a u jinm, 
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:i«. but i ■ 

klUlAT-'- BT»".'•> **'■ OIU ''««0 frit 9* f-i' .\,U® * V. 11 •. . 

Juatbefere quitting time, a yeuth when Ie.had^neuer* . • 

seen bqfere -but-whe muetzbe*werking an the dquqlitien-nsm »■>.. 
appeared en the gallery, presentimgme withran^eldifashiened 
gadget the 3 teree ef SO years age used in sp dispensing eheese, 
oylinder, perhaps a fe'eti,and a"half*er twe feet aar ess, 
s elevated a n ineh er.e* by legs.y and the eld faehienedibig 
cheese, dies lfhe im shape: ayd perhaps 4 er S inches*thick%.waa placed en 
this cylinder** Thee*is a bladeef the same thickness as the average eld 
fashiened cheese, searranged acute*beabreught dean en themiib 
dies when ene wanted te out a slab, Qppesite the knife 
is seme kind sf*\m lever, ,the nsving ef which reveived the circular 
platfern en ahioh*thei cheese.was plabe* with each pall ef the lever 
retating the idigsveihut an-,inch,i hguese • ■'! a* geing*te\t: “.i. 
seak this relie im.seap suds en the merrew and then bw 

eil.it kjii and place it*in the African Meuse » aleng side v.i • 
the bieiieit making outfit and lets ef pilgrims will have*,■ 
fun making the thing eperate te the e xtent, at least ,.ef .making 
the platfern revelve, 

3 s bentoo* on.o s' nJ a e«4 9894.0 9 i 

Uy grapevine reperte^that the*widen.Mdutersie >> *e » %-e 
entertaining Jeseph Benjamin lleteyer tenight, There is 
«... , nething new a beut that but with Mr. Heteyev.anewly* •>»•••/.. 

• a created widewer, the-widew Munter iq undeubtedlyp*—tn unquestionably, 
a aecerding te the grapevine, dispensing wins andiethew. aid te assist the bi 
in fergetting hie lessbef b wife,* nmru. 1 *b * uw*b j •, a 

,b** r : 0 t: b9*V68:.io *>4 \jl«; i"tso iau* Utisvas 1U4 

The grapevine further reperts that the aritst is currently 
painting at *a great ^rata* I as suns 'th it nay bespiotures 
s a s..\ /er Marttn,Abnt that-\isienly a^guetsi The impestent' »'• iti 
thing is thatsthe widen is\haaing< fun and making ■ 099 * 

neney te entertain the Ueteyere and thatmeuldalwaysbsneibs 
in the Cane Kiver deuntry, The Sitisens 
,t Ceuene.il hill btllie,Aare feels-that-they den't %3 1 

J tir M.the stifle t. tea* te •harass theme gpees, s een as-" . 
he present membership ef the Ceuncil stirs up 
its hill billies te war en white peeple whese idea den't 
oenfem the the bigetry ef the trashiest segenentof d 
white citisenry, They surely are missing a fertile field te 
cultivate , I must say, 

3. i,. f a»«.r an i, what th, ni,ht 


Friday, August 15th, 19 50. 


ss:i;»,v! v- ,stu , . toOr\o t 94.» ; isus Aoiua \ji sn.ui. 9*\* 'sssvnii. a 
'* v - sAir \e b«oi atttCf Mi* ©rta \>i(UL ; 'j 

Memorandum : 

i».' b*w \* i.i •. o •« teen w*A ».'>.> *»o 

- s i."* Levely weather althqugh I as net enjeying it 
;ftrii: y. as. much: at.I'night., had I^et develeped a mild oass ef 
V \ summer sniffles* A oeld when the theme,meter stands 
ati 95 'seems a little en the ridic ulcus side,-I must 

6 . .iibiiJJiVay* • Ai \,* it* • a „n .‘0 9 9 • : *'!•* HU " ' " ' n 9B 

fcti-vu; . . ;)V :;=>«•• Si'A v U*tl >4 V Jj-.lt i ®n 9A-. siv; -V o . 

i. bn *n « !■» teday's post cane seme sert.ef a nagf*ing, f 

prebably the Mfsterioal .Quarterly ef sene kind, which I must 
jc enfess I never, did getareund te efauiue befere sticking a 
oo .eeuple efsupshets^inte it, and' sending alengte .U 

Lyme, making. uee ef the came mteridls*empleyedwhen the Aatienal 
geegrap hiceame ill thie di'reoten f ten Lyme'* 

• r. 5a v. •; *c\ 

The day's pest breught a letterfrem Helland whioh I 
« shall enolese:.in a i subsequent mens because nene ef the available 
secretaries oeuld interpret the address and X sheuld like te 
vespend at a matter ,ef oeurtesy . Apparently the ward, Jtelland, 
is .used as the ceuntry ef erigin ef this letter,?indicating 
that \Ip.nuSt be behind ,the time 9 * inasmuch,as.I kadi, 
suppeted that the ceuntry we ioemmenly call by that name w a s 
officially styled The Netherlands, Surely^the peeple 
writing f rent 'there must 0*ew K the name ef their ewni 
d x \\seuntry and te .1 cenclude that semetime during that 

■past .decade er*se the- name must .have been changed and 
I qemehew missed it*^€eme tq'think ef*tt, it dees seem a little 
v ■ I'.edd that we sheul4 get in,the ha*it ef calling oeuntries by 

seme other-name -,than*isui otually^the*tff.icial:*ene, I theught 
ef it a secend time tsday when the‘mews spake ef the air 
disaster when 99 peeple were lest *eff the ceast ef Ireland", 

9. I suppesa. there really is suoh.a place as Ireland, at 
; least [Ike Nenthem half ef that island is ^prebably a till 
, ailed by that name* Belfast in the Iferth, . is prebably 

- still situated .in Ireland', eve os Shannen-^atr pert j but 
, v 'ii'Bukliu te tfye euth, en the eentrary is in aoauhtty new 
•j3 . Id', called aby, by a ne then name, an ana gran of whiah’'Sight 
ut v.f be-gei sene w erd like Erie while K everyene Hcdewt -that ol theught 
. .90 i mivtqnsefdaily print and Macaws efdrdily rad is Ohatter has te 

v: 3i4t^hC^t iNhifttU spekMg tn Russta?*ictu<iilv,*ffen<»a strictly 
. ,*ilegal paint, efoiew, there ts na-lqmger any such ceuntry bearing 
.iraeA i 9 ' that iyme, jshat .with the \Hnten ef Seviet Republbee having 

% *0V! TVOM! Slit9 ^ 9 9W n 9*’ 1 • It in* 8^.1^ ' n 9 »■ 1 *s b. 

n*\ 1 99U 3 «i jnen\ it*i j vtii’.o *ii 5 9 t9 , ,4b «e bi. 

..9 90. e&iV 9i-' > 4 i 




i 
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ft'*' Si'! 


0 I 

a.' 

*1 A >. I 


superceded the name by which everyene, after 49 years, oentinues 
c a lling the ene time land ef the «om a nsvs, 

•>- ,rsU 

On the heme frent, the meat notable event ef the day 
woo, the. final demelitien ef the eid stere, net ene up - 

• right timber remaining upon another,>i Testerd a y thewerkmen 
zhad a bit ef trouble when they r e a ched'~the sectien where 
j the bees have as 1 eng made their heme for the bees. 

seemed as unhappy abeut the destruotien ef the eld building as 
I, But the wreckers finally wen a iid the bees must have hurried 

M'S ***** ub'horiMboMwKbri list with a view te reunding 
3 v ip ay feed supply against next winter, what with- 

... lie the irleesl* supply e heney having been apprepriated 
by the. vaudalsu tZ-sa* the .werkmen teattngmaV buckets 
and buckets- ef be a ntiful heney and it was estimated that 
the bee's^atersibeuae had:centained a bout 499 or* 599 
peunds, 

Urt ' hi o. . "• ^ *S. » 

I made arrangements todoy with Doveatho-today to 
laundry the white Leaell draperies in this heussi taking 
K , the -jeb in driblets.ae between new and the middle 'ef 
O- Oetyben One p a ir can be laundered at a time which 

saves vast confusion, fer when they are all- sent- eff te 
the laundry, ene has te fiddle and fume te get the 
'Tift eembinatiens fer the preper deers and windows, when 
breught back, and- then, tee,sthe laundry always teears 
eff the rings, never returning what has been tern eff, and 
v the-.result ing-- cenfuaien is tireseme eneugh . - By having 
•> .the things dsns leo a llyb hewever, a set at a time 
C ‘ may be taken ,oare ef and, 1 hepe}-whatever wr rtngs are 
3 ♦I tern eff may be zsewed back en by the same ageney 

•v . that : dees theremeving, , b- ^ ■* 1 •* 

."au-is!. \» 38V« t 3 , ?S-i htb-. -V..5V\ 4Vi ft 

Ja ' b I den t recall if I mentioned tt er net, tut I have 

• 3 niee settled the matter ef>the hestesses fer Tueca and 

i* the African Meusei J have again asked Ora and 'Juanita B, 

„ * fa-receive here while Orals daughter-, Anne Britten will be 
i! etitha Afrieckn Misuse and} .te assist >her.,' Z have asked Mrs, 
zfialkert\tkinking-it:wsuld % prs^ide^d^gestsre^efUUspitdl ity 
toward *the - Walksra, -enable- Mrs. Walker te meet eviPyene in 
•v** entranced n.ele as hastens and a t the isans iimeffrem a selfish 
4.3. as point ef,view, perysit.su te have an eceaeienal mestent te 

, chat with peeple * J*+an opportunity denied ene when ^tee busy 

receiving a stream ef peeple when tied dewn te the Tele ef heat, 
And se the week plays eut and anetherweek end gets under way, 
and se different in situatien frem last week fer 
little Miss Lee•••••••••• 


• _ 7 

it- o* * i "t" Sunday, August 17th, 1959 . 

btio o»I \j i2v:«bi a anoa v A t e\ 


b*seiv;•-8'\iia \ t,4 b 


y » * 


»A bit! 






•■a-xe 'co& 3.‘ a *o L« a * >• * 

,.\z y<* itifrit ioa aBivjT s ut anui aru-a oc.r *> slueu i V 

,w**i • * -s.a*tu*o Qi 

w-* 

Memo randumt,.. 

J l\l It 4 

K Such a peaceful, levely week end in thebe parts a d 
I held the thought it may have been the same at Lyme,* 

, i 3; ,-J Jjti 384 Jt 9*\ 3 <3 lUiM*'- 1 fe»4. a ,t *< - •' *»«5 *3 

K 0f Saturday's mail, 'the letter I found meat • > ,u 
informative oame frem Martin Eirbch, He mentioned having 
t .,j<seen Carolyn in Marshall with her twe'- newphews en" : 

»• Friday, and-thisi of ceurse, indicates that 

Ola Mag 's hunch that CareZyn was heading f oY Mew Orleans 
■ en 1‘hursday .was about oa near obrrect as most move i ana 
n aV frit *• anticipate en Clan lyn'e pdrt, --or Ola Mae'i, fer 


'"■v **».**, 


ilo 


IV 1« t 




- a « 


V ll*. ♦ 


ei. sou':, 


« 

33iur 

s; i aw 


»v & 






.. notftt mattere-x a* “ ' *'*3 

, j .. euiU a 

Mart in'-s letter had quite a let ef preliminary particulars 
in it, auoh as reference to hia son's satisfaction ever the 
geurda I had sent along, te .pirn in the same package that had 
carried Miss Hunter's Gbobelin aid UaYtin saeUtt e '" 
further that he hadnetiaed I were Sport ahirts and that 
as he had three .he- had been unable te wear much because he 
had te wear dress shirts in business, lie was sending them 
along to me which I thought very kind as I asked■ «0 
self hew seen I would be coming te the paragraph that would 
explain what breught all this en, , 

V’KHJ! c i i ; ' 1*3 i'.3.u *r*\i at«4 i mil J- t - * • 1 u 

va ! I- found, it in the ne xtsentehoe wherein he explained 
that he didn t like the Gobelin so nu&fr oa the one he had 
seen at Melrose er the ene he had seen at Cdrolyri*s, This 
• • If geuld r eadily understand, for I didn't, think much of it either . 

'Hg added that in viewsf the fiao-t thd't-'he had svppYibd her 
with adequate* yardage fev. the werk with' extYa fer ,* ‘ 
her own use,'ho felt^ohe would have e* apie assbrtkent 
ef goods with which ts fashion mother Gobelin in 
place ef the ene he was sending ts me witty the request that 
I hand*it ts hqr on his-behalfHedeebn t know that 
I know he.haon t pa id*her for this ine foP which stye had 
charged himi-Bout a third as muoh a e she x had charged its fer 
mt pine but thaio-ef\csuraei ia characteristic ef the artist. But in 
this instance, qt\least, such -a> work of Art 'is- worth muoh 
in the satisfaction it gives sr, if it ian t up ts 
. giving^satiafactien, it ian t i oertk anything and- SO smart Mr, Hirsch, 


1 
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J ienday, August lith, 1954. 


a- 


Then there was sene rigamarole a bout sene pictures shems 
te paint fer him at sene ridiculously lew price, and he 
said he weuld be glad if when I supervised the creatien 
ef the new Gobelin te replace the ene he had erdered and was returning, 
if I weuld at the same tine supe rvise the painting ef the 
pictures te beet, - 

naturally, I feund nyself eti laughing in my 
beard abeut all this and*I shall write->him tonight, 
referring him te ny recent letter and saying I shall be glad 
te band the returned Gobelin te t he rtist but that I shall 
net pass along his message te her, a smitten te ne, fer I 
should prefer te haye him deal directly w ith her in this 
matters inoe he initiated it.in that fashion te begin with. 

He nay alee instruct hqr.as^to the pictures, ef course, tee, 
and Ur, Misr.qh nay already suspect it but if net, he 
nay be surprised .te find himself up aitree er with a tiger 
liy the tail, .unable, at if believe will be the case, te 
'get te first base with the a rtist, and there he can stew in his ewn 
juice as leng as he pleases. Thus far, he has invested enly 
the yardqgq which didn't asst him much as he ewns 
the Department Store, -although I mustn't fer get the 
three discarded sport shirts* If he really 
wants a geed Gobelin, and f believe his heart is set en it, 

I fesj quite sure he will get -ene only thrugh ne fer I'm quite 
sure the artist will haue nothing mere by way ef transacting 
business with him, .and when he gets it from me ha will 
pay fully as much fer.-.it as he weuld have, had he cene- te me in 
the first place, ■,* oj r. • i ' ' V ,f - 

.. a -i ... 

I o a n't imagine why I here yeu with a1 this uninteresting 
tjftfemtattlp except -that I feel yeu may find sene amusement 
in the darryings-.en revaluing n beut the artist and 
her creations o , > 5 i>& * e b « ■ -*• 

y tast nigh , being Saturday, x did seme reading, er, mere 

pripiselyl seme re-reading, fer I wanted, te have a eecend ge at 
Hiss MamJlten s Tpe Echo ef Greece and I get as much eut 
ef> the second go-round as the first, fer it's turly a very 
worth while £###& taAJe tc Ac &*>••' 

i $aat i an aarj&mbiiaa a5A » *■ 

Ap f,this morning, I, task pen in hand and wrote • 

Cane *i V gr Me me under the caption ef "The Virgin 
■ s% aUd the Becket", h a ving>\been meved tei.de ae bywhat I had 
heard during the proceeding 45 minute peeied en the radio, I 
4 suppose it z wHl o ppear^this week^or next • . * 


;u i .. 


t Ao&a 


..oi Ji \i * a* n«:ioLv Ji>2 » *'•• 

fehn Wenk.andiJ dined alene together this nee n and I liked it. 


aw 


and ip was * pleasant te*sup at Tucoa-.by nyaelf 

. jr\ a J J o* •*** w 


•t a. 


bit 


Mens rand urn: 

Mew nice te find a letter frem Lyme in teday's 
pest tii \ s ' *, l.. . a.-.b auov. 

i. b i vjtiijTaiasi S ■ «it \» 

I am se glad .te have the pestcards, tee, reminding me 
ef a little journey that will- always remain «n the "must" 
list when a ceuple ef cengenial seals get a r#un4 to do a d a b 
ef explering jointly, .\t> i: ob . . 

-to-; iv.- . i •nr ^ u».•-*' - i 

And I'm se glad yeu teld me abeut the gift,, 
the JJueen had breught, an heirleem-ef her grandmether'iseS 
* What a pleasant gesture, and hew remarkable it did net 
receive mere mentiem at, the time ef the. preeentatie n. a « 

. 1 f* .T • v \a Zi.\- iO0* ■' ut.od! J ; M;. . 4 I? . ' oo®t 

c That the crepe myrtles sheuld have been iM flewer interested me 
j much fer A had fergetten they bleemed that far Merth altheugh 
1 remember se well that little Miss Lee had reperted seeing 
them at ti,eVanderbilt estate in Uerth C.relina which isn't 
tee far frem the celenial capital ef Virginia, : 

Semeene ence mentioned having seen crepe myrtles in% 

Baltimere which is alee quite passible altheugh 
when u heard: that, I must say I was. a little surprised. 

And if B a ltimere has crepe myrtles, Mashing ten must 
•i certainly havp^ them+ tee, being further seuth but o • 

I dieuM remember ever having seen any there and n ebedy, 
se far as. I knew, ever mentiened them te me as being 
late summer succeesers te.the famed Japanese oherry trees, 

, -siU x» Aoul ’ i or/Bubsto fj 

Aside frem little Miss Lee, ether peeple were 
writing en Friday, tee, as letters frem *ames and frem 
Mary Rhedss ef Matohe*. indicate, having arrived by the same pest, 

I may er may uet enclese same, depending upen the arrival 
ef. an adequate secretary, fer .the^ene I:started effwith get 
ax ft* ef\ ceugfying a nd_,g a pe up beferS the mail was finished, — 

»us I gathered that vanes was merely q ueting semething he had been 
reading and Mary Shades was confirming, Roan* 's European * 
jaunt and the fact that Virginia Butler Pixenfs husband, 

. $ Francis, had indeed died a ceuple ef years back, '-I did-net 
finish her letter but sha^l knock off a letter tp t > 

.t, Virginia although 1 mus say that a letter ef, vend el ence, 

penned two years fallowing the death ef a departed relative, sounds 
or a little odd, and, I imagine, much mere difficult te 

O0up0 *flte best laid plans ef mice and men" came baok te 

• •••••<- 



c 
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ef ns great mement. Yesterday merning I had written a 
piece .fer T\e*titefprtoe a ibsut the Tirgih and .the "so ket 
and Jehn Wen* had njeleptsaredits take it tnte tewn fer me 
. , in Me afterneen ee i.t weuld bee en the SdiUr q desk s 
this merning. Jehn ohanged his plans and didn t ge. te 
tewn hut at breakfast, h a ving mentiened the manusoript, 
he said heweuld deliver-it tm the Ed iter as he 
h.,d te ge inte tewn set seme errand <er ether and te pick up the 
laundryt I Uld him ttfat was fine and.-that -if anything sheuld 
happen, that he sheuldn it get away, he ceuld drep it in the 
lecal pest effice and it weuld r each teun this afterneen late • 
I get the laundry a**ut 11 which cenfirmed Jehn s trip 
: , te tewn bu I was mildly, dc en aback at dinner te learn he had 
neither taken the letter te tewn ner had he drepped it 
fin the pest effice and the mail had gene and nebedy as geing 
te t ewn this afterneen. Remarkable hew such Mings can 
pan eut er fail te • 0 * 

. .... •> 1 til S4 A 'JI £»'\SSU 5 1. 

.US 'Eugene said J. M.. called him at midnight frem 
seme place in *exice. K It see ms the travelers had left 


an ■*; 
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Tuesday, August 19th, 195M. 


Heme rand urn 

Anether delightful day, sandwiched in between twe 
nights sufficiently csel te make fer easy* sleeping, —sert 
pf. 79ieh. t i\ >. >, a•>•)!• ..‘i.it i *»»i a . o . a s its • i • va 

« .i bn*. s-n *««£. • »< ,oS>.o ‘in i.« t ,*\v t > „ 4 . 

And there was a vague aatisfaotien in seeing ne secretary 
whe ceuld read and that is always, restful .. I shell 
be putting n eeuple ,ef bee* in a ceuple ef bennets •- s 
aleng a beut temerrew Wheni\Ibshall deneunoe. these whe 
sheuld have put in an appearance beth teday > 

a nd' yesterday but that will-enly be play acting sn my • 
t# part, which* Intrust the dw^ddling. secretaries majf net 
recegndse.as such. # * i.iw ..tS. •> :.b 

Hi Svi t - titt •\f 

•iIvT sheuld like te te yqur letter ef Friday 

and teuch upentwe matters I didn t take up yesterday * %he 

, first'has te de with feliage which I take ttsbe sherry laurel 

which lets ef peeple find ideal fer hedges and they de make fine enes 
but ns yeu knew,, they, are better fer urian er. suburban use 
than ruraloultivatien since* the harmless green leaves,- if 
K i\ „eaten by an animal, is utterly harmless, but if a branoh 
gets< breken eff and dries a little and then ie^chewed by 
«a herbe, .cew er whatever^the imal dies c y** ♦ * 1 > - 

ferthwith • io»ii osiis-l ;ti * »\ v.- 

® t elicA yui «• lei \t\ c*\ *• - ii't s*\ 9i.t-4 .si *. 

And in respense te yeur inquiry as te the pessibility 
ef my acquaintance with the beek in oeler^enMilliamsburp, 

I regret te s ay that I havewever seen it but sheuld'’ 
be delightedcte de- se% Might * suggest, heuevet 1 , that* 
if yeu sheuld osre te lend me yeur .as pp,^that weuld be fine 
and I sheuld be glad te turn threugh it leisurely and then 
return it te yeu within a reasen a ble time.y^If- this 
is seiisffiOtery te yeu, Y weuld suggest ^thet it « 

yeu lend me. thd'oepy.after the middle ef^Octeber at the earliest 
fer I sheuld uet'ltke te run the.risk ef misplacing*it, sheuld 
!:• o , <t be .here at Ril risings tine-when se many ef my . i • 

tpesers get packed away se aeourely that, they den t get unpakced 

,te keep 


4'ii si 


JSff,4 tfWHUwmwJiSMit' 

iu eci\\e ehi - »« ' ■* - a . 


\j'Wo4s^V *u4 l * *"' #r sy ‘*' utawW . * ■ i' 
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Wednesday, August 29th, 1959. 


.1 t '4 ..'1 




Mem*rand urn: 


•• v • V 




■ji i n«*y i 3 Hi *«t-jiu.. -t- , ■ • .- l • 

0 t I was tnagled up in seme project *r ether in t he gsurd 


B'.r.ti alii 


sectitn this afterneen when Frances Rand Ja ok,.he 1+909* 
Whitfield, Jr., »n orutohes, a nether sen, Robert and the 
.j' latter's ye wig friend, JohnFul a l*ue appeared. I 

hadnit. seen Franqee.in years and thsught her-ae charming as 
ever but net possessed sfnths*figure*te wear knee britches. 

She. and* Mb it.? Jr..* were .heading down the read te spend 
the night with Blythe-isAlexandria, while the t. 

two yeunger beys veuld renain^here at the camp under 
Zelma's eagle eye, although as the beys are prebably 15 er 
16, I deubt if Zmlma will have te de muoh watheing out 
fer them, especially os they planned te ge fishing in 
a new speed beat at\ theRand samp, *~and surprisingly 
» eneugh- nebsdy seemed te real in* that speed beats o 

u T e>net*the& beat conveyance* in the werld->te. attract fish. 
e * *.■/.' ■ -■ 1 ■ * 

. * J. was* glad, te leam- frem Whit, Jr., that he • t • 

,hge deoided^te take graduate-.werk at Muke i 
.University this .coming semeste with,a view te specialising 
\ in teaching rather than taking, up Law. I think this 
is prebqbly a wise deoisien. en x his part a s he strikes me 
a s being much mere ef an intellectual than a lawyer»and 
I believe he weuld be happier in ivy halls than h w ceurts. 
o i 1 i4 ie- si 1 ,,Ta'"iu o. -.u sB4.\jc,sao Hi . i > 

I remarked*upon .the*pee tty car they* were driving - 
and-teldzit was,a tew Chevrolet, which Whit had i - < 

beut.fgr Shits 'i r »e repiaoe the-c-sne smashed -si s* 

* j in* the May smaqh up. n ,• •>* ' nsi •» - i -< 

i;*> j biu yiairei at o j A-rinl. ; s* s 

sJehn Wenk did nst appear atueupper. end .a eeuple 
ef heurs lateralilear ned from th < grapevines that icv 
. *he dene genejteepick up the beep", which may be 
■ interpreted, 1 suppose,*at meaning that?/* may 

well hay,e Xjsft* As Me Williams, even gatin Al a ska last year, and 
bs >. »;u ftas fiewn bask frem Mexice-.te-*Ale.xandria er Shrevperti s 

• ” k. o ** u * 

a MPcarance this week, which I regret a little 
since this week weuld have been mere timely but prebably 


Mew nice te find yeur Menday letter in today's 

peat. 

c «• 1 read it with relish and shall eujey the 

clippings *f ally? either < latsr te night er 
en the merrew and 1 thank yeu. for keep me abreast 
ef things and, ef course, anything cencerning the 
i deings er the friends' ef the Mellene is always z : 

'■> 'tf- especial interest. i sp.j ; is o n - *' 

,S 1.4 I*?.* JD4 V b, .« • H ' o 4UJ3-50 -»• 

'a.. 4i • - ' I can well imagine hew. delighted yeur cempaniens 
* were sn yeur return,- fellewing a-week's absence. I 
* y liked yeur acoeunt ef their deings and prebably get 
• were ef a. kick eut v ef your acoeunt than yeu ceuid 
h a ve imagined when writing it fer I had ene ef these 
ii secretaries whe reads wards rather than sentences and 
eccaeienall'yt.when a werd in mis-preneunced, the effect 
can be startling in the wiental K picture-, presented. Teu 
■ S' nentiened that the feathered friends- were flying nbeut 
t L'. with abandefi, sherbly after yeur return te g*me base. 

As secretary read it aerrectly, except fer the 

alteratien ef ene werd, se that it came eut that 

the feathered friends were flying abeut with Auduben, — 

• aenderful mental picture t he re bye arising in my 
Hu* ind, as yeu may well isiagine, ~~geed, eld Jehn 
i ‘ v * . i fames flitting 0 *#ut a 89 century-apartment in oempany 

1 with the little Creatiiree he is se tntimately asseciated with 

. in our minds. .-••• . si* b>... ••• 

»4 o b«uo* 64 «• a**4 soil a xi*.,,» Tu« cs.'t4 o rtous 

J-can well imagine the exhaustion, that was yours, 
fellewing the cencentrated effert at heusecleaning en yeur 
return. The setting that made this undertaking seem 
timely^ l**u of ether* impulses better put eff under 
obtaining circumstances, fglle into- the class ef o 
1 noble accomplishments, nobly-accomplished, ++if . 

net. exactly what impulse' would have led oneito undertake , 

, «• had the set up. bepnt slightly altered. < . 

6Ht i.joihi*' 6 ypi.- .in «& i>; o oaliiiA o iniooiN 

j n\s . Reports frem town indicate that the h as Vegas girls are 
4 h a ving a wonderful time, at least seme'ef them,■> for cards 

b«L «.4eiu4 o Aous * 'jotcc no 

\e bnsn\ a t sioiaoo ono .\e s^iqa iii 

\e aoos.l auoA tovjsh bltftAft siioyV bKA atioobo 

• 5640^0511^ 5HJ Hi 41 yii4aS6 li&HU : Alu i a sA4 





RS, #11-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection 

, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


From the TRANCOIS rll GNON r APEI 

University of North Carolina Library 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: 


9419 


>' i Thursday, August Slat, 2 

I febAii stJrA iiluoi'e i AoiAw biet ibis • 

. Jm j.'; «K bi»: j 


ebiUBt) .* \$l. ~ * vt i 'uj'isiiJjjf b*.iv» if* 

• ‘ site rand imt" • s;- .'.»•* .-..U buv: 

B'>- Bfc-u:•<> m ui t'.^UBrtfrio bv>;- &*>ooii. 4- ts bo 

fto summer is playing sut, and vary.pleasant it is, tss. 

2'hff days centius in the lewer 99's and the nightsarsund T9 
which makes fs^very pleasant existences -i , 

•>*tt \s r,wtv.x*it to s» t wtr.*! « mam b*U v>. a 
The enclesed pest card speaks'fsr itself and, in deingg as, 
seems ts say verynlittle, exoept that the lady Is -or 1 
anneuncing her reutn fer tsday and the grapevine 
repetes te me tenight that she is already* at -bj i;1 
heme • I shall net get a detaileduoceunt ef her tW 
adventures hefere the week end,whenever^ as she will 
leave befere. the * oeffee .^eur in t he warning fer - 
j tan aura te pick up. AtriMtot* b ■ n e t... bv. • 

Vli^f.iQ \l4 S8BTA a IHtft B 1 bBSllTi tiU llli\ B8J UtfiHUinB^B 

bb. Th* fttor enoleeuree.are •/ soant interest-, tee, altheugh 
yeu may he interested in the r efeHneCS te the impending 
statienary preject. Elisabeth Kent is the persen 
wlie werte^me te enlighten her as te the- estgi»s$f } 
the negre, yew may eoall . In this letter*I vt e i-.s'. 'o. 
netice she feels she knewe maxwell'eneugh,. often eur initial 
mb' meeting,ste call me hy my first pane altheugh, pafiadexioally, 
she ref erg. te her -husband as Mr.\Ient■. * Perhaps * > r. 

she dessn tufssl se intimately acaueinted^with him.as she 
dess with~<ns. What Earn heping is that she may^ks o 

as keen- at businesses she is dumb - seoiallyt ondj if se, 
^everything will succeed vender fully, iia b^b j- os 

..A •■.A ' BT BBlbot 30 A BMSSS.i frfcBAo bJ 'c..iy 94 

. .n t sb one thing is oertain^Mt is very kind sf the^Kents, having 
met me but ence, te effer te bring me dewn a machine and 
leave with us. while*taking thisiene*backite Shrsvpert, 
taking it apart and putting it bask tegether iagain,The 
husband end. wife cembinatien reminds me a little ef •' ^ 
the Wede set up, the'husband verytkin* and rather attractive 
in leeke whileetheiwife isinclined en the>plain side but net ee 
plain .a«'\4a rede, and peesessed ,~ ef oeurse ,^efne J- Vo. 1 
inslinatish inward*" literary .evenings". u\ b*W ini ns 1 

is i Bi bl^ 06 in'i. bitoai bb bsttuV *i ti 


were received as early as late last week hy uart«u« 
pesple ivu team frsm varieus members sf the party • Oddly 
ehsugh, nething haw cans ts hand by way sf a message 
frem the leeal lady * The.dsings ef peme ef her b 
n 8ssciates last year didn t exactly please her mdl 
shouldn't be surprised if -this secsnd ge^reund with the 
same crew may be setting ns better tn the lady's feelings. 
mu Friday it euppesed te be*the date fsr their r eturn and that will 
prpQfibly be lets and it is muifs passible that atrip ts 
Uansura te. pick up the lady s mama may delay news cenoerning 
the fa inge until Ifenday, ~~and J, fer- ene ,. can wait. 

\ ■>« mi» i t. .jl.n' li‘i »«-'■ 

. 5 • 1 -W. M-. leeks buttling'ever with viger, fellswing 
jaup-t thast includedi. Tampice and Magice Wity. , 

In. the latter i place fithe^evidences sf last .Spring, s 
earthquake are wsndsrfully in evidence, he says “I believe 
...he said that enly a very few reemsy if, indeed., my at all, 
ef the Mil ten Mstel can be sccupied as a result sf 
the earth trener. »>*\* bo t u. *>» •* mb- rt \r,t 

I get areund te read Mary Mhedse letter and feund 
it infermatipes* Mew, mice that^f irginia Bultep Mixsn and f 
Seans, are beeeming\see heavily laden ail riches. Means s 

Beverly-Plcsi tatisn and'-laursl Mill ere tn to same neighbsrhssd 
a nd se it is understand a bis that beth. shsuld be getting 
such riches sut sf ail since the s tuff is beund te be 
K \ an bath places, they being es\ cleseitegether. 

- itB :u . ' b.\ S 'o . I W m itbOiiBO hat 1 _ ' 

s ,e m 1 especial ly> treasure Mary s- letter because it 
,\demeustratee se . clearly her+unique ability ps 
de‘ the ungraoieus thing, at *» tor reference*'te my 
vast* interest in Means. seems ts me but natural* 

I shsuld h a vs asked Means's nearest nsighker abswt 
her health at. ths*same time I inquired aksutUrs. *esre, 
Virginia Butler and as en. Mary s ridiouleus 
, i fsalt us streak sesm*'sei sbvisusi in her letter. What u 
f pity abetter than average .mind such aethers shsuld be 
crippled by such a twist. And hew sdd, 
in spite sf the Picayune artiols, *ary, a friend ef 
Charles and Myrtie sf Cherskks, shsuld never have heard sf 
the Black Swan until seeing it in the Enterprise • 
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drawn, upen far, unlikeCarslyn has always beught but 
never seld which I sheuld have liked te d» but 
ceuld net afferd. 

I'm glad I gathered a great many ef the smaller geurds 
thisafterneen, fer they arehanging /ren vines: that are . beginning 
te ge te pieces with age altheugh the larger geurds are 
. o* still s in.-the grewing stage aud their vines mrevstill 
% crisp and g reem But i t.has-started raining tenight v s- ' 
a nd that means the matured smaller geurds will i 
cever the reund temerrew a» a censequenoe e/ the 
«8 m dampness mnd therefere .1 rejeice that c '’•» * 1 

I rescued §s many^as I did thisgfterneen. oe .»•**• 

84 <i\’ asotr art* bi.o •'a ■ • . a" « 

In ted a yU\.papetL there . is a letter /rearsernetstupid 
hill billy /rem dleutiarvllle-m beut hisel eiirep.te .*: «** 
get Use ted, te the‘jsoheelt beard* in erder that ha-may*, 
put jut the inaumbent*¥igh,Scheal*frincipal.'-i > it* - 
The latter s name seems te be Bullish. What am s< 
eppertunity the hill bill mised te turn a phrase by simply 
■%*\ sayimyi r *li China Shsp is ne place fer a bulls a scheel reem 
net placet/er a%Bullsokfsi^ a»* iw siei 1 sjh* m ^ • 

H*an*q - • - 

I smile te myself j these-days whenever I-think e/% 
barren's remark that, nebedy is. interested in geurde • 
U>iMv*guet8",isthttaheut^Yier.l—.paepleci' t il 

a haveasked ne fsr. geurds, — n#t <<ngie geurds but.eneugh fer 
a ii arrangement • «a»y ef .these calleuceme ■ ftem peeple . > <. 

. I; have, never met%ifhey have heard ef the laq,al geurds ?. 
and many •/ « 08 n 2 d 2ike «» have them frem here rather 

tban /rem stf-ftes,if ehtainable. there** 0/ ceurse\ * i f:^ a 
I co net pessibly supply a; tenth ef»>the demand b.til shall 
be glad te cheat the Lemee Meuse ladies te make happy 
i fhe felket especially these whqi.are friends* e/>friends ef mine . 
i a an. o; o nwto ,'«n« .3 is’-'A* •* 

««u> /Vita 2aet» 8 uaotnj .atcamppsr piths first time in 
quite.a while*.ii was impressed,that he is putting en 
weight * °MemeSticshUas;mustnbb : agree ingsWith pin* 
v . if* bad effered tetakeuthe tape recerder t*»n ta have 
• a ran stt cheeked.butsl had a. 1 eadyise»t*1,t in f en repairs .and.- 
had it hack%again and it. Is marking just wendetfully. i-.\ 

I think the high humidity-had bean theoeauee far a.d a b ef 
tinkering te be deveied te it and I'm se gld te have it 
t hack 9 Ut**ia such a wanderful help ta me-'.in my* irt l 
* several onde&vers. ' c , 1 ' ' 

*1 navi'iut*XVew‘ietterS te it‘i>iie tenlgtit and what 
with the censtant play ef electricity in the ^vens, the radie 
will be lest in statio and se I shaL 1 have a little reund 


siuisJaa: o \&ium si J8iir aiarti i 

;H‘iant si art sia*‘. aoa 8\ji,b asao-r a.obibi.oo 
'•■ni - . V\® Friday, August ££ndiil 96 M, 

ti ‘4 s\}i o isartt \jyc»rt ’*p si oitote arts ?.i -J- 

bot'j. si ho oibot \o tr; aia-ll Jrec >i; »r.« 

aoisit \% aik«ib anoa so it««e ao \\p irt *j- 

t ■» SM v-i •89IJOQI -tj'j sM *•.« »«• .»»-.* ... 

»;<* biaA t>* Ii.iu. \P :■ n . • t 

Me^erandum: t »<• -- t iv n Y-- t aL . : 

■ % sLi%-.\ »*'-• •» isy liiw a* i Li % LV' ' » fro<U 

1 he enclesutes'oenstitute the suk and substance 
ef teday's pest. Purely the lenger ene seems te 
centqin an emineus nete • It is edd the writer apparently 
.. hasn.t seen: this caning and f suppese this is merely 
the signal gun fer heavier firewerks in the effing * 

*■ ' sis^.s-. \e 5 R.,’ . a*'. •\%*. ' luHiijn 6 

It.rained until',neen teday, — abeut*an inch and 
thr^ee quarters, which nebedy seemed te need but which 

■ ‘ . we-get, regardless* . £i u. aromt eiA t A . ions .■ 1 ' ' « 

s ■ :t; stab so ' .* a© a ti »• Iliu 

■^t rained" geurds , t»o, and X lost a-few\ - i 
larger sites and a prise pumpkin when the meisture 
lessened'the stems. I can.still take the o 
2*08 •/ the geurds and altheugh I had envisiened using 
the prise pumpkin fer decersj'I den t miss it se 
much as I weuld, wereothers, net pleftty ef smaller enes 
1 . r,j te give the same celer nete wanted te intreduce. 

i »hi >A li-.AJ 'i;ibi: 5 c\; i.« css'l ausnoibuv soJ 

• a'i As a matter ef f act t . all the- pumpkins .this year were 
planted amidst geurds with a view te the bumble bees deing 
much by way ef pellenising audit is the seed e/ this year's 
pumpkins that interest me meet /nit”! an ceunting en them 
te bring ferth semething edd if net extraerdinary in yext year's 
crep.i .i 8 

a ot %t Qiutwds ;;sa 4 soil film *o* 

c ? 7 ,\ The pecai^e ,trees, had heavily sagging tranche subs fere 
the rain and the d l ewnpeur pent many ef. them o 

ec « crashing 4 In m.id meriting ene sef the wires. *J» frditt - 

ef the stere was pushed by the sagging pecane branches en te 
anether wire, and the <wires parted ostmp a nyi This it. 
did net make it easier fer the oeek, what with : h« 
o» electric steve being her mainstay, but fertunately 
an., r. there \st a gap plate with a- ce uple -ef burner* en it, 
a iid thuSiieuerything except items requiring baking i.i 
came threugh very nioely a.id the current wees. *ie te 
restored a little -after neen* 31 l % ©.. •>. 

. ...aryd Hi br.i Asia tii\teaT : si y 11 si biart 
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Sunday? August 84th, 1959, ■*♦*»*? 


I reckon there must he many a Lsuisiana 
candidate these days whs feels he is wasting meney 
,^enh\3 radie campaign fsr public sffice, The truth 
is that the static is se heavy theseidays that 
sne gets but little eut ef the radie'and is glad 
te switch it eff as seen as seme dibble ef news 
h a 8 been squeezed eut ef the air waves. This year, 
fer the first time, the Primary will be held en 
Saturday, — temerrew, — en the theery, I suppose, 
that mere hill billi es will get te the pells en 
that day than any ether in ithe'•weak* &a.V )i e> - 

•j b - >r.o .i; ». >»\» „ . V: ,-\ a’ ui ..i 

ut* < I'den t knew a seul whe .is up fer off ice and 

pe. would have ne oho,ice, were I te c ast my zoete, Trank 

leys was the silly person I knew eut<ef the 9 orz n 

9 running fer the Meuse ef Representatives seat, 

left , uaaatiby the-late Ceorge^Lehg, and Trank 

Keys withdrew frem the race a while b a ck although, 

eddly eneugh, his name will appear en the ballet regardless. It 

will be interesting te see if he gets many vetes altheugh 

net running, zol % e«- ' '•>*> :i * 

si r;w\ir ;.«.\vn irtiefi 

Accerding te* the weather bureau, there's '■■‘•■•A 
a as eld if rent stalled somewhere aleng zm 

te LeuiStana Arkansas line which keeps 
e can tending with a warm mass fl swing in frem the ulf 
and zthe results 8 much orackling in the air w a ves and altheugh 
the cadidates keep en spending their meney fer paid pelitical 
broadcasts^ .nobody is hearing mere than every thire er 
feur sentence and that probably makes as much \x- 

o' sense when listened te as it would if the cemplete 

.-a text oeuld be heard, • ;;«r s.> > 

B*1 Hi J •!. \i f. in'- V'i'It K 

Our high teday was 77 altheugh §5 had been . 
predicted . The meen has been shining frem time te time, as I 
.•own readily determine frem where T Sit, what with the white 
sun dial proclaiming the glad news, Hiit new the ' 
pillar tv tn shadow again 'and the tatee'ef hig rain dreps 
en the flat banana leaves indicates mere meisture 
just ahead and lets mere geurda te be gathered frem the greund 
en the morrow, t 4o»o -• *vv.. i t ia v > • 

.» ■ , *ii4 , .otOKitjr •» »A scol t Oi-ti osls 

% *i There was seme petnt I wanted te refer to, tfr mentiened 
in ueur last-letter but what it was eludes me and 
se T shall jUst let this slide aleng and make a mental 
nets ef what I ferget whan dit comes hack te mind, !• 
held the theught is may be a restful week end in Lyme,,,, 


» 9H« . 

3“i I 


\p Fi-c' a ir/c. na-\ au-uit i i 

Memorandumt ■ *». . s. . •■••s' 

tj . i ■ .••••.■ ai, i } Jui aseoo 11* \ ina.'* .. 

v It rained eff and en dll* (Luring the week end, with 
the gage shewing a, 6 inch fall , Th& r gq.ound benpath 
the trellises in the gourd-garden shewed an nine st. 
tetal fall ef geurds that had been en the vines en Friday, 

The stems ef the\ geurds remain firm but the fleshy 
vines, especially these producing the small, decorative 
gourds went te pieces in one unending string of mush, 
and the decomposition ef the vine, naturally*, let the 
firm stemmed geurds crash ,— I^have- spent the- better part 
•f the Sabbath working en this year's harvest-which thus 
is achieved frem 8 te 3 mmtfts in advance of 
the normal time'table, K jw « u 

-5,U ,-\ 4 *10' ui *! :i i " i - I'sia -.\t 

The ladies across the fence are home again v Madam 
Regard lpeks frail-frail and altheugh she get up fer 
Sunday dinner, did no.t r emain at table very long and she did 
not get up for supper. She tetters with everystep, 

■ r\ Ha A". >• . Sttm Itb4 *%:i; Y . > LSB 

Celeste says that she and her grilf riends had » 
just lets ef fun, A couple of weeks age when 
they left Natchitoches early in the morning, heading out 
for Las Vegas, they waited to have breakfast at seme town 
aleng the read and accordingly stopped at some z 
restaurant in Marshall where they discovered Carolyn 
and her nephew having breakfast in the same placed 
Celeste thinks Carolyn is a darling girl and enjoyed 
a nice chat with her, j They were invited out te Old Bonita 
but couldn't make it, what with their schedule ahead ef them, 
t kil «• *• • • > V • bn i 

»uU This- day before they left here, when Cvles'i-e was speaking 
ef souvenirs to-be brought backy-I opined'that 
if she should discover «n e grthenware platter in the 
Indian, country, it would certainly be-nice fer 
a gourd arrangement. Picture my surprise when she 
presented me■ with a-gift on her returnT%Sy '1 
had arrived in Oallup, Mew Mexico, two-days before « 
the annual Indian festival and.there she found 
a-doll, perhaps 5 inches in length,*being a representation 
ef an Indian squaw, — an ludia n vlady fa modern costume 
wearing a pleated skirtp which I found quite a novelty. 

As Celeste pointed out, thezeyee close when it 
is plaoed horizontally,(>• The eyes te likely to 
remains dosed a great deal in this particular co^pso 
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Monday, August 25th, 19 5# 


. i that Charlie Langenot, or however that uioutdervtlle 
gett, running for the 3chool Heard, did net win, lieu 
Mr. “ullock may relax, 1 reckon . 

. t.« • ■' t !'•« * ' ' 

At tUe same time the returns were beiug aired, 

, the radio, announced that representatives frem < m. 
Hollywood had been in the >area a ceuple of weeks age 
• Ve element possible sites fer a forthcoming nevie 
called, mm ef all things, —filer ee Soldier", On 
Fnidnu John Ford said te be fameus as a direoter ef 
Civil War pictures, came te inspect in persen, feund 
the settings te his liking, and. will begin sheeting 
the picture the first week in October, The 
ant bcllum heme te be used is Oakland which v'-- 
I think is the prettiest heuse in the Parish^ what 
with its avenue ef eaks and all, Beth Fat and 
Dpn seemed checked that another, place had net be 
selected, Because Dan makes such scenes in regard 
te peeple, it might come as a surprise te him te knot 


Memorandumi -■ e - » . 

;"5r' V "U 1 V. q &3 lint 8fc SlU/Ui • t SS .v 

. ■> >How delightful te'discever a*deuble surprise 
Hi' teday '« pest, —a letter with memo and clipping, frem 
Lyme tin >ene envelope, the.boy with * watermelon sitting 
on a bale of -cotton in an accompanying package frem 
Lyme via Williamsburg, I am delighted with 
a o• • the whole business and even the watermelon bby 

seems to be so jelly with his new situation that he 
i can'* sit sttll as he observes his new surroundings 
as the keys ef-this machine tap out an .unending 
tatoo, ix ■ \*» a ’ • • v* - • 

I am so glad you are liking the bosk 
about Remo and I’m delighted te have the list ef 
■a ether works by the same-author und I a gree with 
you that we should' incorporate these when next 
r - o Library ef Congress list comes to hand • 

• »? so. i & ■ .n ill .A-VjiA S’t: S St'i. '• S„« 4UI 

i:* I am simply fleered, as I am forever being fleered, that 
- . 1 - you should h a ve recalled something read a year age about 

person with whom er about »whom you had perhaps never 
exchanged thoughts, as is the case ef .Edith Hamilton, 

I dropped the lady a line after reading her book • I 
think ts he write s so well and I find both her own ideas and 
c' the pe tonalities and .facts she presents *all tee .brief but 
. so informativeIt was a happy oiraumstanaeM that 
o ** •the Kimbrough Higher material came to hand Just 

* after -the ^Hamilton opus but while Water, Water Everywhere 
\. is^sketchy te say the least; it has a» ’-^o ec , i 

atmospheric quality that is so perfect; cernimg in the 
x ^wake of tile ether volume, >3*' -a o . ls. la. 

',o.' a'A ts. swuo , *is.’ 

Hamiltemibeek has nothingstosay about 
6 architecture but as .1 gallop ^through thetfmbeeugh volume, 
ii 3 . *t occurs te me that 1 have never properly considered and 
is'ji wondered *at the mivacle-of the building of the Greek 
ti.na;i s temples. Out -'of doqr .theatres, oetcoi the best #/ c 

which were^prob a bly achieved around- 5*# J* Go and new. 

It •>.« niui Hi *' • ■ ( • s Hi q tvs-iv 30 

.rtcu to *jr\ k ns-'o > i\%is 3. ee .. s i iasi 

• »U ' ll 81 Av.'iorsc [o b ai\ stU inosi oi »e n'> 

' ,i Ao oo siU \% sxr vuilLS -a« 

bt*-i br. UiM uUr,3A o •iv.i ts*** 1 

!'■_«I'Q u ; - • si LI v. 3i ®"A *A 0 St sn 


is that -movie making will <n /all stoiny *y niA 
Octeber and what with Pilgrimage on the 11th and 12th, 
she will be having^ her hands full fer 1 imagine that 
either nevie peeple op pilgrims, either bracket by itself, 
would constitute quite u Job but h n ving both i 

at the same time ought to pose quite a, problem, 

sAe ns*vit! sei*t ", . • v a.ctt . u*t»:• a 

I’m hoping circumstances g n ve you an opportunity to hear one er 
the-other of the major interview things today, —>Meot the Press er 
Face the “alien, I feund both entertaining, with May Craig getting 
after that g n ngstep sounding Joe Surran of the., dubious 
water front group while Columbia-wps. * j i . s _n 
asking Representative “ays.'prpbiup questions <. 
a bout the impending do, ings in $ittle *ock, Surely 
Madam Craig is a "hard hear ted.Hannah when she gets, to 
1 1 %MS fftffj} with iile8ti9Ua - hut 1 ^* nci ker enormously 
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Tuesday, August 86th, 195S 


as 1 contemplate the creation of these marvelous 
structures, they strike me as being as puzzling from 
the point of moving the materials asthe heroics along 
ether lines in .Egypt a thousadnd -yeqrs .or two ejxrlier and 
the Cathedral creations in Eruqpe a couple of,thousand 
years after Greece had pasted her prime• ^ si * 

f ) , # ’’ . L . 

the Friday nemo of a couple of weeks b a ck 
through and I hold the ,tho,ught that jit 
ntually have put in an appearanos *. Of ciurse I 
.... j have been ooverpd inthe missing 
it was nothing of much moment, 


- i 

Memorandum j 


Two or three times during the past 84 hours I 
have started, to date letters as of October rather- 
than August, This indicates both a d a b of wool-gathering 
on the part of my head and the consciousness that the • 
full'tide of summer has passed and a suggestion of 
n utumn is-in the air, The thermometer during the 

past. 8 .or Z nighs has slipped down into the upper 69's 
and sleeping has been consequently easily attained and 
daytime vigor equdLly gratifying, 

*> - ... .o -\c . *.'v * :n .. lUsdqft'.i a «.• u\ -‘j 

The enclosures speak fer themsel es. As I 
h a d mailed Carolyn a note to Marshall on Monday, suggesting 
that she had better pass this way soon if she wanted to snap 
a few c olor shots to round out her gourd pictures, Acoord ngly 
I wasn t surprised to learnfrom vames that the aforesaid Rocket Girl 
was not in-Marshall but in Hew Orleans, mo ■ w 

Hi .S-1 :.i V •• JW ' S'- '-S ■». . i'.'I.U - 

As for theBriarwood letterj it speaks for itself 
and once more shows Miss Mormon incapable of comprehending 
anything much a *»ut the Times Picayune mattery• 

Frankly, 1 gasp when she said she had written the 
Editor of Dixie Roto, asking him if he wanted to 
review her book and ihat if t he did, she would send him 
a copy ' She obviously hasn t understood yet that 
barren Ogden is not a reviewer of books and that 
Dixie Roto is.itself no book review* Surely ' x stuck out my 
neck when I undertook to give Carrie a hand in furthering 
the sucoess of hqr opus. But as my conscience 
is clear, I'm not fretting beaausq I made the effort but 
I must-say f feel a little shame-faced for Carrie that 
she should have been so inept as to .write .barren,asking him 
if he would like to review her book 


I'm sorry 
failed to come 
may eve) 

cannot recall what may 
memo but assume i 

It did -notrain today and the sun shone occasionally 
to dry things up a little. The last of the decorative gourds 
were gathered this morning but I left some of the larger 
ones on wines that still remain green and firm but I 
took the trouble to tie a loose s-ord on one ofvtwo of the 
unique gourds that are high-high in the t rellises so that 
if the vine'-suddenly goes Pisces, the gourds will 
not smash to the ground, what with the other ends .of the cords 
being tied to the bamboo nearest to the present locations 
of the gourds , - t.': , • 

,.n*» > 

Mrs. Walker a nd her ten .year old son came down for 
a little visit this afternoon., bringing me .some plants 
which I- shall never appreciate since .they ..are obviously 
in the*lest Jonmon manner, are so small I<shall never be 
j ble to keep^mp with them, The boy, -an only child of a*»ut 
If. has all the energy of a child of that a ge and was all 
over t*e+plaqe from the t ime of his arrival to hisdeparture, 

I was vaguely surprised when his mother didn t protest 
when her offspring came from tramping around*in a duck 
puddle and proceeded to stand up iusMr. Belle-s 
finestmtutin upholstered oha\rs, I think the lady has 

hind heart but instinctively X feel I shall 


a good mindand a 

don^ t seem to [be to Jperfection, especially :when-the harum-scarum 
child is a ll -over the place, y Mis interruptions and 
the consaous pauses in the conversation inclines me to 
realize the association doesn t qUtte clioki 

I'm so glad to learn the -hoopivSl patient is on the emnd, 
a nd thanks for telling me of the booo(. So <^uch to 
chat a bout but I'd better get into a heavy mail and fold 
since the morrow will be a busy one,,,,,. 


In the coming andgoing department, a 
'phone call came in last night from Uatchidoohes, Texas 
from some friends of Virginia Dennard of Waco, saying 
they would like to make an appointment for today, 

I told them I would see them at 9:3# • They got 
here at 19, I liked them, Virginia left for 
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Wednesday , August 87th, 295# 


Newton, Hass, perhaps on Friday. Mow edd it seems, — 

Massachusetts sending te Texas ts secure a 
Superintendent of Schools. 

A * . -• •; Oq ->*.;> e 3." U ■ . O', i 

In the afternoon came Dn*Jshn c $x of L.) S «•’ V. t . _ 

bringing- three County Agents with him from South 
Louisiana Parishes. They wanted ts inspect the gsurd crsp and 
were quite astsnished ts find diy gsurds at <j. 1 since the ains 
in South Louisiana seen ts have disslved the crsp lsng since and 
ss they were n stsnished ts find anything msre th a n ai obituary 
in that field of ende a vsr. s- 

Celeste s nephew, Lan Regard, came fsr a csuple sf days 
sn his way.home.to Mewlberia $ fsllswing a summer-working 
at ssme hstel in Yellowstone National Park. Me is 
a f itl e young m a n and it is gssd ts have him bsut. He 
begins,his second year at L. S. U. inSeptember. His 
brother, °se Regard, whs graduated last year, is , 
currently doing his militar service in the Air * srce at 
Biloxi. He wrote Celeste that he is attending 
classes in higher instruction and that his best 
teacher is a negro, — which, if the news v 
re a ches him ought to give the Governor sf Arkansas, — 
a negro instructor sf white men in the State sf t 
Mississippi. * > 

iv . hsb •“ A:. * ." * 1 0u •* • 

The uight is ss lovely what with a full moon, I 
am thinking sf h n uing a little musicals on the gallery 
when the m a H has been taken oare sf. What with the fragrance sf 
the butterfly lilies being ss he a vy, the temperature so delightful and 
the night so quiet, I think my neighbor, the mocking bird, in 
the white crepe myrtle * will enjoy a da* of Mssart and 
Feyer as much as would little Miss Lee and I, were 
she. to join us........ *q 


Memorandum 


Another day sf sunshine and the promise sf another 
night of cool temperatures and one is glad ts be alive. 

Pecans experts were here today.and expressed the opinion 
the crop would be impressive, something those locally 
concerned with same will never admit, of course, but will concede 
that some trees seem to be promising in 

appearance. , i ■ - • 

One thing is certain this year, the harvesting of the 
cotton and pecans crops is likely to occur at the same time 
and that is something the plantation always likes to avoid. 

The reason for liking to get the cotton out of the way 
before starting in on the pecanes is because every ody 
likes to gather pecanes more than pick cotton and once 
the pecanes start falling, most of the cotton remains in 
the boll with the result that the rains usually gets 
the lint while the field hands,are making the money b 
on the pecane harvest. jui 

ai ' • U" !'' . q 10 t AS y ■ l. 

The cotton looks wonderful but it is going to be 
one of the latest crops on record. I guessabout the 
earliest'cotton picking ever started on Melrose was 
along n bout 2953 when it began on July 85th. And 
here we are a month after that date and the cotton hasn t 
opened yet, so it will certainly be another week if not * 
longer before things get to going. There are plenty of 
bolls to pop open but none of them seem to have manifested 
the slightest intention of doing so up to now. 

v • "..••V .. c viu 

The clerk tells me that J. H. had a letter from 
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Thursday, August 8*th, 195*, 


Shreveport today, announcing that the whole family up 

there is planning tt ceme down here en Friday, remaining 

through Satu day, Sunday and Monday• You will agree this 

seems te put a crimp in the H a ber Day week end so 

far as everyone living at this bend of the river is 

roncened, There is only one gle a m of hope in t he prospect and 

that is that it is seldom any of them can ever stay put 

in one place for more than a day or two and so 

perhaps there will be a break of luck although 

at the moment, the prospect doesn t appear to 

full of sweetness and light, 

i • 

Across the fence, had coffee with Celeste this morning, 
She seems generally well disposed toward the world and 
Madam Regard was out of bed, sitting up it} her 
chair and looking much brighter. She cc» t get round 
very well and when she feel$ a little stronger, will go 
in to town t» have her knee I-rayed, l believ it is arthritis 
but perhaps the taking of a picture will make everyone 
feel more relaxed about the situation as regards her 
infirmity, 

On Friday, T shall forward some gourds in the general 
direction of Lyme, putting them in a basket 
that may be kept for them or not, as seems convenient. 

It is of no value and if you care to dispose of it 

with the wrappings, you will have disposed of nothing 

of importance or value, I had had in mind to 

keep the gourds for curing before sending them, so that -u 

they might reach their destination a little nearer holiday 

time but because so many of them are already starting to 

dec mpose, * thought it perhaps better to send them along 

now 30 that you may h ve some notion as to their appearance 

before to83 ng them out, I shall put a couple of 

paper sacks inside the package so that you may transfer 

the gourds to them in case they are easier to trasport 

by than means,. Perhaps they will go to 

pieces in transit and, if so,.you will not need the 

paper sacks either. 

Professor Ibser's note speaks for itself, I have to 
decipher some hand written things on the morrow for subsequent 
enclosure ,,•••• 


. >e o 


Memorandum 


Our perfect weather.continues as I watch the hurricane 
warnings for the neighborhood North of Lyme to keep 
tract of Daisey's doings, I hope it continues 
to be re-assuring news that the aforesaid Haisey keeps well 
• ut to sea,: ■ u > w 

U v.i>. . tj V'.u . «A i tO - S* i>* 6"- * OJ 

I forgot to say in my note of yesterday regarding 
the gourds that I had in mind folding a bandana 
handkerchief into the basket before putting the 
gourds in but thinking-it might get craushed, simply 
folded it flat in the package, thinking that if 
psu wanted the corners to prefect over the 
sides of the basket to give a brighter note, you 
might 'plaoe the bandana inside the basket beneath the - 
gourds or you might skip the whole business if they 
seemed decorative ei ough without a iiy additional 
color,a, a - i 

St,’ J1 1 .; 1 1 .t ' , i 0 0'' S- 

My day has been so busy with helter-skelter v 
stuff that I know not where in-coming mail may 
or may not be found but if I run across something or 
other, I shall enclose same. The mild * 

surprise camefi* the letter from Hate Perkins uhich - » 

I hope I cansfind and enclose ,,,,,I have 

paused and t^tnkl have found it. The reference to 

of Henry Adams,, It would be^interesting to * os >■ 
knew if Henry Adams knew that his friend$ King, 
had a family of .color in Brooklyn, especially r -' r -• 
as Ad a ms was sufficiently conventional as to snub 
Omcar Wilde-tin Paris, when Wilde was i »' o . 
in exfie^letter from Constance Kleiser was unexpected, 
and I must conf ess I asked, myself -on opening it what * 
in the world she could probably want since .«* - • • 8 ' 

correspondence from that quarter seems to have been 

: Q ft-tuJ : j f’S'i ii. »» • 

’-fa.) bi'.’ ylt , q4 q u b«w A nsiss* 

.o- » 1 (me s»vt a I .i ^ Jo 4 'c . j/ 
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somewhat en the scant aide during the paat year er ae. fell, 
I feund eut. I must say it ioasn t very definite 
a a t# time as regards the appearance ef her friends. 

There were several Texas cars buzzing up and x 

dewn the read today, I am teld, but I 
suppese these were merely Lober Say week enders, 
pi an y event, nebedy inquired fer me. 

I feund it a tremendeus jeb gett ng all.the geurds 
upstairs in the african heuse bexed and put away 
in anticipatien ef a visitatien by the Wenks. It 
teek me several heurs and will take me as leng 
a gain when I have te unde the bueiness, fellewing 
the departure ef the a feresaid Wenks... The • 
senier and junier S. Q. Hqnrys wanted geurds and I 
theught it weuld be eeme kind ef a gesture te send seme 
te the Warren Ogdens. I sheuld h a ve feund it 
simpler te have shipped these teday er' temerrew, had 
it net be fer the impending week end since the heliday makes 
deliveries uncertain a s te delivery and naturally ene deesn't 
want merchandise ef this nature kicking areund in.a pest 
effice tee leng and so I 3haL 1 get eff these 
parcels en Tuesday. •- < 1 

\u.: ii it < iu.;*o-*u aa* '• - v -.\t t \ Te 

•u c hJ i.;" *. a--.a tutm ■ ' kni •** 

Celeste said teday at the ceffee+eur that , 
she had seen the Milwaukee Lesters in tgmj yesterday 
and they said they had .just been talking with 
R. B. andOra by leng distance, per hap s fre* t 

Uentreal er sue plaoe, and they understywd 
the filliams beys were getting tired and se it had 
been decided that the teurists josuld return directly 
te Batch\teche$ witheut .pausing fer a frelic at 
Milwaukee as had been plannederiginally . 

iuue 'jo -on*iJv.auifeo \jUi.ai * ex-t c 

My celumn fer next weak is en .tape in sketohy' ■ 
fens and I must try te get it eff tentght and send it- 
iti temerrewIt le a ues Jie^oily en the Baskervilles and 
is ef^ne a offeunt. If 1 find >it tee 

think, I nay e ven chunk it and try semething as r 
else altheugh l'm already tee lseepy te turn eut anything 
better and 1 may end up by felding shertly and taking 
& ether stab at it in the awn's early light . 
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Friday, August 29th, 295#. 
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Memerandumi 

. a“ ab-a a-- r • . or. • a *.a-oa ; r. :• ? 

Anether levely day, anether very full day and I 
shall ccerdingly prebably feld up my beard fairly 
early again tenight. 

: 

a Temerrew, being Huey P.. Leng s birthday, the 

State will ebserve it.as a heliday. The banks and 
State effices will be clesed buz the mails, ef ceurse, 
will run and the stere will be epen. On Menday, f 

ef ceurse, what with September 1st this year being Laber s 
"‘■■birthday, the mails will net run. and the banks will be clesed, 
a leng with beth State and Federal agencies, but 1 recken 
thesteres w 11 be epen and I'm sure the plantatien will 
c be werking. 

• mu., j i .• i'.a .. , . sis 

Jehn Wenk, after a quick trip threugh Flerida, hitch¬ 
hiking *■ returned here last night errather went te 
Shrevpert frem Mibile, hitch-hiking last night, bu 
came here-this neen with his br ether, .Lleyd, and 
I suppese the balance ef the family will arrive this 
evening eemetime fer their prelenged week end. He, hum .. 

X t Jl* v|’ |t< ! v O i i. : i o.*. It 4 

My labsrs ef ye3ferday had prevented me frem cemplettng 
my celumn as seen as I had heped aid si Mrs. Walker came 
dewn this afterneen te pick it up, bringing her sen with 
her and three Celfax ladies, f theught 
the presence ef the three ladies eut ef erder altheugh 
it is true their hestess c,t luncheen in tewn, Mrs. Walker, 
had telephened te ask if they might acctmpany her. I 
said Yes but I theyght the request eut ef erder nevertheless. 

I was asked if I shenld like te.receive the entire iTlker establi 
that is te say, the Sditer^his wife'and child, as fer 
tenight but naturally I mere, er le ss lied and said 
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that as thef amily was aiming, I couldn't very 
well receive guests. I cannot blame the Walkers fir 
nit r ealising that my days at this season of the year are 
very busy, especially when their are interruptions by 
visitirs, and that I prefer m nights fir myself. 

And speaking of visitirs, just as I begoi supper, 
somebody screamed my name from the side gate. 

One if the Wenks tild the bag I wiuld see her in a moment 
a s I was at supper. Later, in hiking fir the visitor, 

I lamed she had waited.& few Ainu es and then departed, *rom 
the description given i her, I cmcluded it must have 
been Madak Beaufort, I'm certainly glad I missed her at 
the end if a busy day. 
i < u . - <-"> ’ i' 

A letter to .hand -/rim Edith Hamilton comes from 
Man set, Maine. I did net get to r^ead it as yet. 

It is nice, however, just knowing the lady s 

about.' •' ■’ ' J ' - 

.. y ;•* . 'i I ' L3-V 

Last night I finished Emily.Kimbrough s Water,Water 
Everywhere" and enjoyedit. I canhit imagine twe 
bilks on Greece more unlike in every respect but f 

yet bithsi instructive and entertaining Mi33 Hamilton s 
volume makes-me wait f travel mire extensively inthe Greece if 
,5f# b.Q, and Madam Kimbrough inclines me tea want 
te"do" 89th century Greece, although net in company 
with the energetic Miss Kimbrough but rather 
in the companionship of a mind more like 
Miss Hamilton's which, if course, means little Miss Lee. 

.1 shall always count it a happy coincidence, however, that tne 
Hamilton b**k should have come aleng just before the Kimbrough 
one arrived^ the°locabif both being identical. 

\- t) v. t . ■: i. ssit • so:.- " 1 ’ ■ 

:. I think I may eventually carry out my 
intention which 1 mentioned to Miss Hamilton in 
'Bi y initial letter to her, — write a review 
of her book . If I do so, 1 reckon I shall 
do lesstof a boolf^review than a>f article in which 
I shall be-moan the fact I didn t h a ve the book 
when a student, —it would have -offered so many 
larger horizons for me in my pursuit of a»» 
education. I remember one course I relished in Greek 
history. The teacher was excellent in presenting historical 

Mtitiii’i'} 1 '"i ifitliti .«, 

of its importance . a twist Miss Han. ilton has achieved 
with wonderful skill. And so into the Labor Lav 


iMU svtfisi’it n iipitliti .«, 

of its importance . a twist Miss Han ilton has achieved 
with wonderful skill. And so into the Labor Lay 
week end and may it be all peace and delight in Lyme.., 
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Sunday, August 3 1st, 1959. 

SOeHWH ' ,i oaliTSi OMit ’-8*1 Hi & 0S*!S4 3 :: J? CO' L 

Tsc'sio a si yitti fr-tao a.. aAS a- 

sue *i 1 1 iuij H«i &r.ao' pi •.ra.QHoo o3 \j.< .tit :• c * *\ ;iti 

*3 ’ t-iu 6i a no S..A- :ie v$j «ns \ '■ hi- 'ao: so- t 

Memorandum^ 

. aoi'.aiai' v\a 

So far, so good, and may it be good all the way through 
at Lyme. n* t v ' nr. ■: • :a 4 

.V _ oA \ ,-Ji ■) i* t v.t ■ i:i a - *.i 

The weather remains perfect and quite a few cars 
x seem to be flying up and down the., road but few pilrim$ 
have barged beyond the front, gate thus far and I suppose 
tomorrow everyone will be too busy studying about getting 
back to home base to bother much about looking for 
new places to visit, h 1 , nor 0 • r -> 

■ • oav -O ft'• ». ;.•>.! . 4 S i:«4 .4 - 

t As the Shreveport inpentipns are never really known to 
the individuals themselves, it is no surprise that the ai nounced 
plans werenot carried through. The two boys arr.ived Friday 
on schedule but returnedd home on Saturday evening, 
announcin g that their parents had changed their plans and 
would not come to Melrose until today and that they 
would return with them which they did. There have been 
np bombs bursting^ in air thus far^and I hold the a 

thought that the whole posse may return home tomorrow before 
a seam gives way somewhere or other and the fireworks get going. 

HotU 0 .sAooi tnA \o 3c i u . «. b&A Aeioi i 

As for^plantation doings, nobody celebrated^Huey P. 

Long'8 birthday except by working., Noonie and Jack 
had some kind of a scuffle and the bride of Easter took her 
clothes- and went to spend the week end with her former 
yoy friend, Morris Peace, K but, changing*her ^ 

mind 84 hours later, went in searoh of hor*husbanq, Jack, to 
help her get back her clothes which Morris-' w uldn t 
let her have, for Morris says he will sell them for 
a drink) and \thus that uncertain domestic wheel spins. 

. 1M*0 Sj'o bio 4 8 0 1 

Hoonie's brother, Peter, was taken to the hospital 
in Shreveport tonight, h a ving been hit o er the head 
With.d. bottle by'.his nephew. Bud Brown, and it'is said 
it is nip and tuck if he will survive. In short, the 
Labor Day week end was eventful in in these parts and if we 
can but survive Labor Day itself, we can perhaps get 
the new season under way. 
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have heard 
am sure, 


1b 

-51, 


I was meat interested in hearing the &everner ef Arkansas 
in Face the Hatien, He certainly is a clever politician 
in his ability te convey the impressien that his sele 
desire is fer peace and harmony s$ that one is inclined te 
overlook the stick with which he 3tirs the racial 
matters te violence, 

i i . I r> • V. •& % 

I was rather surprised, however, when 
he indulged in that eld, eld trick that I theught 

had leng since been discarded, even by Earle when I have heard use H 
If you heard■ the pregra, you will laugh as I did, I 
when the *everner ef Arkansas cemplained that the 
Editor ef the Arkansas Oasette is eut ef teuch with 
realities and the peeple because he has an air 
cenditiened effice and belengs te a club that is 
a ir cenditiened. When the CBS reporter asked 
the Uevemer if his effice', tee, isn t air cenditiened, 
the Governor- replied that ai pertisn ef it was, I must' 
os* J, H,\if he feels eut of y teuch with 
the plan atien because his effice, club and heme are 
a ir cenditiened% o..‘■> • %■ v *t ^ * f, o 

jroAJ b«o uobs* ii*«u «•© Li ■ 

That Jehn and^helma sheuld have sent a card frem 
Melrose Abbey te. Melrose is sert ef gay, it seems te me. The letter 
frem Miss Hamilton-, is pleasant, I shall write the Library 
ef Congress befere hearing frem her again altheugh 
I wish she had 3ent me a li3t ef her beeks, ether than 
The ^reek^Vay and The *ema\i Way which I shall 
alse erder immediately,. 

4 o *„« ».nir b».\« »L ■ .'O’, u „w \ it % >' or it. • . 

I gave^Ora a buss and feund her b a ck frem her 
prelenged jaunt with the family ,i --3,600 miles, I 
believe she said. She had guests and.se I ' 
did net ask fsrcparticulars, merely wanting te 
check te see if her daughter ceuld be ceunted •» te 
help\-held dean the African Heuse during Pilgrimage and 
I was teld she ceuld be, x 

• t T9*9 •. .*l4 B 

And this meme I shall held until the merrew te 
add Monday's, and both will ge forward en Tuesday 

9 A3 *•' .9L-M t*JS ii . ' 9lV -1 4 ■ !• 11' ‘-1 •> • 

«w. \i biuj en '• i Hi iu lis\Sis»v'*! sow utt9 55.. .,1 - 

J 6 f cA*t 90 9W tbttff'. •• l.'l *19-'0-> 9U i " - 8 3 U4 LOO 

. ow 9- ... it*'.s 9 b v 9> 
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Memorandum j 

’a, . \ ,,(; 0 ■jri. ..in A %: bA i»>ii awu ..» {.no 

The fine weather centinues altheugh the upper 
90*8 made it seem mere like summer than last week, 
u A TV i. .to ©or i\ i l* ■ tt 0V.> biin i»A -.i sii» 

Marveleus terelate, the .Shrevepert visitatien 
was ccomplished witheut unpleasant inoident andthe 
family left fer heme during the early afterneen, te everyene 
satisfactien, Se far as I knew, nething during the visit 
taswsaid regarding the Octeber Pilgrimage, There 
is plenty ef time fer that unhappy subject te be raised 
within the ensuing six weeks but at least we 
squeeked threugh this ge-reund witheut the 
subject being teuched en, ,\ 

isjoo bvi •h'.' 1 ev 

The ufc ele f amily went te Cleutierville this 
merning areund S and did net r eturn until nearly neen. 

Dee Hertseg came fer 9 e'cltck oeffee, after which 
, she and Celeste departed fer BeaUfsrt te spend the 

day and se the sisters-in-law had ne Laber Day centact 
, , altheugh yesterday's meeting was as sweet as pie, 

Vt* es * i 

When peace had returned, I unwrapped seme ef 
the geurds,steredin meth balls during the visitatien, 
and packed up a few which I shall put in 
the merrew's maij, fer Daisey in the Dell and 
the Warren Ogdens « • < ' 

•Bei&ei' sili spv i ». 3 jisoio usi\t..LL . * aiu 

* call this neen frem t>he Confederate Memorial Hospital 
in~Shreveport indicated that Peterus uld be 
released fo-r-thwith. He get back te Melrose , 
this afternoon, se J, H, reported at supper, 

(l wearinq a helmet of sorts, like a b feetball 
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player's. The Hospital teld me two pints ef bleed 
had been given him, J, H, said a gallen. Five peeple 
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had qone up to Shreveport this meriting with a view te 

J - * * . n -N J I 11 ... . A. I . m. VV 


Memorandum'. Tuesday, September Slid, 19 5# 


giving bleed, —Zelma, the “ark Duke among these making 
t e trip byt reported on their r etum that no one was asked 
for a contribution to the blood bank which seems odd, what 

•< . - . - __ LJ _ -.L_1__ . 


What a mixture of happiness and distress came 
in today's post, I shall touch upon the latter first 

\t . . ''jo* *>*>■. ;iu U.i\ •**.*'» 

-f attach the note accompanying thelittle 
watermelon boy so that ybu may see how "rumplemayer" 
it was on its arrival• I chanced to be at the 
post office when the package arrived and bringing i 
directly home andopening it, I discovered that 
the little-boy was in perfect condition but 
it did seem to me the message was unusually 
mashed up, I attributed this to the probability 
that somehow it had got mixed up in the 
issue wrapping paper although when 
I read the message I gathered a portrait 
might be enclosed, <■ 1 coUl imagine only that 
perhaps at the last miriu e, the manner of sending 
the portrait might have been changed and that I might 
expect it in a subsequent envelope, but to be 
quie Sure about the ‘matter, after examing the package 
with particular care, and discovering only the messag . 
the little boy, I kept all the package and contents 
intact and locked them in my armoir, Naturally 
on receipt of your letter-today, I re-examined every i 
ef the package most particularly and discovered nothi i 
ether than the original examination had revealed. It 


with five stalwart people presenting themselves for just that 
purpose, 

I talked with R, B, this morning, followed by a chat 
with “ra. They both agree the trip was fine, I asked 
Ora is there was any high point and instantly she 
responded that there was and that it was 

Sunrise at Campo Bello, She said she was-able to get but 
one ticket and was delighte at luck in securing at least 
one admission. Natural ly, she loved My Fair Lady although 
she thought the Music Man, while good, was not qi ite 
up to her expectations, " 1 

t • . o ; b j - . it o J' • - , 

,? I settled one matter promptly which she brought up when 
she asked me if I didn t think we should take up 
the matter of having seme gals in calico as gallery 
hostesses during the tour to make the entrance inte 
Yucca more in roups than in stragglers. She said she 
knew some likely girls and hoped we could take the mtter 
up with the proper committee before someone else got them 
■ ' I said I saw ns point in waiting for 


IS'j 


for some other job. 
some Qommitttee or other and suggested she contact 
the girls forthwith and get that settled slap, 

• 1 • . -MS' 

■.I made the most of the opportunity, too, in asking 
her to negotiate with Catherine bridges of the college, 
who collaborated with Mitchel Reams, in doing the 
study on the Natchitoches architects of the ante bellum period, 
Asithe authors have in mind to let the Mississippi Historical 
Society pu’lish the study r —for uh ich no fee is ever paid, 

I should like to have The Enterprise publish the work in succes 
installments about the time the Mississippi 
Historical Society does .it, 

9* V : - " • •• • ' *’ : s '• 

v ,r.\ The telephone just.rang, —Carrlyn from town, 
t ,enroute to Marshall .to deliver her nephew to his papa aid to be 
; wishked off to Sa,n Antonio to sohool on the morrow. She 
has so many projects but has sold jibthing all summer. She had 
seen James and he seemed, alright but -she felt sorry for him. Sh 
h a sn t heard from the West ''oast, Ola d ae was in New Orleans. 
She,-Carolyn, thinks I ought to push her on the stationary if i 

to get done as she is so busy. ‘ oo * 

to New Orleans for one d a y, Carolyn will be ill Marshall 
for 8 weeks while the housekeeper is away on vacation. 

And ss runs out the Labor Day week end and I am delighted 


imagine where along the route the violation of its 
might have taken place. Except for the enclosure 
of this paper,'I contiue keep the entire package 
in thearmoir, having in mind to go through it 
ai again with a fine tooth comb, even though ■ L 

realise my J determination will come to naught, 
i 

what a Dcnhome margin 1 have made in my distress but 
is it any wonderl I must confess'', however, that delight, as 
a complete contrast to" the other emotion, might hav impelled 
me to do the same thing, I an so delighted t o .have your grand 
at the same fine to receive the beautiful Williamsburg in 
Color which is thS prettiest thing I havt Sver seen on 
any ante bellum subject. al \ * 

h, 48 AoJAw ,e**»U8U utllrt - $«iu , v3 

, 5 $ ?>4 of j'.oisr OB 4o sBSsiiejfc s« 

P, .£ 5 ISojSBS'V ".S Si'. V o i ; . 't®3fs4 uiojv4 ,sr. 1? 
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Wednesday, September 3rd, 1958 


, Memorandum: 


My emotions continue fluctuating a 3 I 
trun from a ■ futile examination and re-examination ef 
the little wa ermelen bey and then turn through o 
Williamsburg in Oiler * —shadow te sunshine and back again, 

• •• \ i «\ *, i;i .-.in* • it •• 

The enclosures came teday in the same envelope, 
tegetherwith the prepesed manuscript fer the Picayune 
which 1 shdL 1 edit en the marrow and rturn . You w 11 get as 
big a kiczk eut ef the mis-guetatien frem me as I did, — 
the K ene in which it is started that I said , 

Careline Derme jl hpd greud photographs, - t 

t ; v.\ . J'- • -3 .'(i 

In my letter, giving the lady a ■ hand with additional 
infermati-en fer her article, I stressed the peint 
that te the best ef my knewledge, Carolina M ormon never 
h a d a picture ef a geurd in her life, I, naturally 
suggested that the lady er Warren er somebody may have had 
Carolyn Ramsey in mind, inasmuch as J had written '*> 

Warren in the Spring that Cdrelyn had the fines pictures 
ef gourds in cooler Jhat * had ever seen, I added that I 
knewnething ateu^t the, matter but it seemed perfectly 
ltgical te me that Cdrelyn Ramsey weuld net be 
centribating superb films in celer te have semebedy 
run them off in black a J »ci white but that peint could 
be determined by centacting the lady herself-, I 
a dded that were I in Carelyn's place, 1 mest certainly 
weuld net make such a Sacrifice. of something se 
marvelous in the field ef celer fer somebody uh e had 
in mind doing sopicthing with t hem in bl a ck andwhite, 

% i Jo-' X - 5 •> i U S .- *> ■' 0 J 

1 added, also, that i..the lady w anted te et seme 
notion as te' colors and forms ef geu ds, she migh con- 
.1 suit Warreib who prob a }ly received today the •? 

Package ef gourds I posted te him yesterday-, 1 am 
still a t a less te understand Warren s attitude in all 

mi 


the interior 
the lady in 


“.yMj 

M •• 4 SI!'" 

r, . 
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Thursday , September 4th, 1958 


this gourd business., especially as he was 

provided with three articles a bout gourds to begin with a nd 
might have had the color films to boot. dad he decided 
to pint nothing n bout gourds at ail, I could appreciate his 
whim in rejecting the subject matter, bu to have 
blandly taken my material andpassed it a ling to 
someone on the staff- and then instruct the staff member 
to hunt up black andwhite pictures, convertable from 
co or film, by the same photographer who hadoffered 
to supply the material in the first place, leaves me 
quite puzzled. 

.... '■> "10 'U, , O' o''" Si. ' • ■' 

Thelma called again, having only a Minute 
,to ask me about something,-the minute lasinting precisely 
49 minutes, during uh ich we did much of Scotland, 

England, Denmark, Sweden and Norway, --seven countries 
in seventeen days, and from what I heard about it, I 
thought the whole effort a great waste of time and a greater 
w a ste of energy. For instance, they arrived at 


Memorandum: 

, 

< Mere it is, Lyle s birthday again, inclining one 
to glance b a ckward for a 29 year span. 

ei ll u4 88 i • t 

Ail overcast sky and talk about the hurricane Ella, 
now kicking up in the U ulf, is a lso something to 
think a k»ut although, as of tonight, it would appear 
that we .shall merely get a d a b,ofrain tonight and tomorrow 


with 29' mile winds out of the East while Ella, if she 
keep going in the present direction,-will probably-remain 
South of Louisiana and get lost somewhere in Texas, I hope. 

. «,*« • i;-i iift* v ■ 'iM ' ' 

There seemed to be quite a good reason for rejoicing, 
thanks to the mail from Lionel and James, both reporting 
the same happy tidings. From them, you will note 

that The^hadows will be permanently preserved and surely this will deligl < 

the hearts of more people than we can imagine, and 

undoubtedly many a soul who learning about it in he press, 

willbe equally delighted even though m a ny such reader 

m a y never have heard of the place. 

- ■ v.i '. v t 1 Util.-v- 'c 980- • - '9- •*' 

As for thf scenario Jame3 stirred up forMr. Pressly, 

I know you will get as big a kick out of it as I did. 

It must be agreed, he has a delicious vein of humor and is 
perhaps at his best when he gets to carrying on as 
he did on the subject of Short'nin' Bread. 

• •• r " * ‘ 1U 

I cannot tell from the other letter if he realizes 
the potentials in the offing, a s is probably 
impregnated in the visitation he mentions as being likely 
before long. He is either very steady of nerve in the 
approaching conference or he doesn t real ize the dynamite 
implicit in the thing. n i 

- T . - ", , . 5 .1 o t .V 

Of course, it must be remembered he has not seen the letter 
we have from "the dragon" but even so, A should t 
think he would be almost as astonished as 1, if he 


w a ste of energy, ror nww 

Melrose Abbey late in the evening after the 

shpp selling car.d-6 had closed, drummed up somebody to provide them 

with cards aid then got the Post Master out of bed to 

sell some stamps, sine e they, had to leave before opening time 

next morning. They didn't have time to * ' 

drop by Scott s home, Abbottsford, a nd, of course, got 

a glimpse of the Abbey only at lright, and my guess is they 

never did see the grave of Sir^^lter. I can t see any point 

in going into the ne$hborhood of Scott s homf and , 

his burial place if one is in such a hurry one hasn t 

time to see either , * 

<in ; Al ft) 3 -.Of V ' <4 * :u 

My day has been as busy as it has been varied and the 49 minute 
p usefor chatter probably was good for me'. I missed a 
ling idstance call at 7 this morning. I only learned there had 
been one when at coffee. Celeste inquired if T got it, as 
the operator had called 8942 and was referre to 89 43. 

It must have been from somebody who didn t know me very well or 

my number u* uld have been known. The women and children 

are thrashing around in the cotton fields but 

the men have gien up hopes of doing &ny picking until more 

bolls are open andso 1 have three or fourworking for me, eradicating 

iWj'a&vi ifss? vtuiiissniitrf ifaHilii upm*— 

tomorrow'8 sitting may be more entertaining...... 
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Friday , September 5th, 1959 


isn t a little puzzled by tUe telephone calls from that 
quarter of late. Persoanlly. I should interpret these 
to indicate that "the dragon must be operating 
on the theory that sugar get3 more flies than vinegar 
a nd that the aforesaid dragon is counting on rounding up 
a vast harvest in the aforesaid fliep as a result of 
the impending visitation of the other lady. There isn't 
the slightest doubt in my mind thatalthough 

he does not speak French, he will be advised by his friend, Lestan, 
by pome such phrase as "Prenez garde a la peinture". 

.. 

Xs for the lady from Ite Natchez democrat, I'm 
wondering what, if anything, brought on her letter, unless 
it was that she merely wants an invitation to visit 
Mej.ro3e , As 'I recall, ^Mr3 . Moore mentioned that 
3he had .held conversation with the lady at the time 
the article a*out Dr. Miller appeared in the Natchez 
Democrat and so'the lady muat know all there is to 
know a bout the place- I shal 1 write her., that 
the 11th and 12th of October are the only magical days 
when entrance might be gained and that 1 hope she may make 
it on one or .another of those days. I shall warn her 
(.gal nst assuming there i3 any similarity between 
the Natchez and the Cane Biver Melroses, the difference 
being about the 3ame as the differences between 
the u atchez Melrose and b aurel Mill, feeling perfectly 
confident that like so mcny oher people 
in Natchez, she probably has never been able to make the 
front gate at Laurel Mill. < 

ej i;« j.4 .■ o* -V'.- *. 4 s ** a.ill • a ■ " *■ 

It is nice to know the Chockleys are having 
such a nice time in the Black Forest. I must drop 
them a line tonight so they may have it when they reach 
London on^the 19th. They will x be so delighted to learn 
that The hadows is to be preserved. 

i, j;i n i, i) • \jn%u ** ai ^i;• JL • >■ • >» 

I must drop Lionel a note of thanks, too, aduhile 
I think of it, let me answer your inquiry r egarding 
la Molloman. She never did make around. Neither 
h n ve I seen anything of Blythe, dL though the. clerk told 
me her son, Horace, and his family were at the cm p this 
past week end, t v \ c “> 

And so I shall turn to a d n b of mail covering different 
subjects, and I had better drop D a isey in the Dell a line, 
just in case she hasn t heard the good news a *9ut he &dews....... 


glad to learn by tonight's reports that she is heading 
for the Texas coast and not for CaneHiver, although 
I am thinking about Nina andhoping Ella doesn t do any 
damage in the ”orpus Christi area. This morning Ella was 
said to. be 249 miles south of Lake Charles oyd still going 
west, with winds and rain extendi Jig out from her center to 
about 259 miles. But apparanly tfrey extended a little 
beyond that since we were berdouded al 1 ..night and all day, 
with sprinkles in the morning and rain in the afternoon, 
accompanied by sudden gusts of wind that tossed things 
around a bit. But, so far as I know, no great damage was 
done locally although I do regret that breaking down 
of one half the big old magnolia by the side gate • It 
remains across the pqth where it fell by the oldui A 
Colfax cannon,for it was too much work to h a ve 
it cut up and hauled away during the afternoon, what 
with the rain that would have soaked the workmen and 
gashed up the garden considerably when the earth was 
30 soaked. 

4 • '■■ -taio- *<* «- 

In- the gourd garden, a couple of trellises blew down, 
taking half a dozen gourat the size of basketballs down 
to the ground.. . a'• 

At the end of yucca, to the west, where I erected 
somewhat flamb yant trellis uhich I was dmays : 
trying to get Car.olyn K to snap in cojor-, the swish of 
Ella, knocked down the whole shooting matche, 
together with its he a vy burden of gourds ,* In truth, Ella 
wasn t muqh account aiywhere but even from afar she 
did enough damage-at this bend of the r er to make 
me glad that \she was no nearer. And already the 
Weather Bureau is tal k\ng a bout Fifi who teems to e already 
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isn't a little puzzled by the telephene calls from that 
quarter of late. Perso a nlly. should interpret these 
to indicate that n the dragon must be operating - 
tn the theory that sugar gets mere flies than vinegar 
a nd that the aforesaid dragon is counting on rounding up 
a vast harvest in the aforesaid flies as a result of 
the impending visitation of the other lady. There isn't 
the slightest doubt in my mind thatal though 

he does not speak French, he will be advised by his friend, lestan 
by $ome such phrase as “Prenez garde a la peinture". 

As for the lady fr^om he Natchez democrat, I'm 
wondering what, if anything, brought on her letter, unless 
it wa3 that she merely wants an invitation to visit 
Me,lr c3e . As I recall, ^Mrs. Moore mentioned that 
she had held conversation with the lady at the time 
the article a *eut Dr. Miller appeared in the Matches 
Democrat a nd so .the lady must know all there is to 
know a bout the plc\ce I shal 1 ionite her. that 
the 11th and 12th of October are the only magical days 
when entrance might be gained and that 1 hope she may make 
it on one or t another of those days. I shall warn her 
-gai nst assuming there is any similarity between 
the Natchez and the Cane **iver Melroses, the difference 
being about the same as the differences between * " 
the “atchez Melrose and laurel Hill, feeling perfectly 
confident that like so mcti y oher people 
iii Natchez, she probably has never been able to make the 
front gate at Laurel Hill. t 

. : ., \.i . i.*. - ’ a ii 

It is nice to know the Chockleys are having 
such a nice time in the Black Forest. I must drop 
them a line tonight so they may have it when they reach 
London on the 19th. They will < be so delighted to learn 
that The hadows is to be preserved. 


Memorandum£ 

I suppose Ella will go down in the History of Weather 
as a no-account hurricane and I must say I am 
glad to learn by tonight's reports that she is heading 
for the Texas coast and not for CaneRiver, although 
I am thinking about Nina andhoping Ella doeon t do any 
damage in the Corpus Christi area. This morning Ella was 
said to be 249 miles south of Lake Charles ayd still going 
west, with winds and rain extending out from her center to 
about 259 miles. But a pparanly tfrey extended a little 
beyond that since we were be r clouded all night and all day, 
with sprinkles in the morning and rain in the afternoon, 
accompanied by sudden gusts of wind that tossed things 
around a bit. But, so far as I know, no great dam a ge was 
done locally although I do regret that breaking down 
of one half the big old magnolia by the side gate • It 
remains across the path where it fell by the sldsu J i 
Colfax cannon,for it was too much work to have 
it cut up and hauled away during the afternoon, what 
with the rain that would have soaked the workmen and 
gashed up the gardey considerably when the earth was 
30 soaked. 

;> ;;m . t •.* J Hi • : • u* u • 

In-the gourd garden, a couple of trellises blew down, 
taking half a dozen gourds the size of basketballs down 
to the ground.. . es 

At the end of Yucca, to the west, where I erected 
somewhat flamb yant trellis uh ich I was dways 
trying to get Carolyn^to snap in color-, the swish of 
Ella, knocked down the whole shooting matchr, 
together with its he a vy burden of gourds.% In truth, Ella 
wasn t muqh ace sunt <j» ywhere but even from afar she 
did enough damage-at this bend of the r er to make a 
me glad that she was no nearer. And already the 
Weather Bureau is tal k\ng a bout Fifi who teems to e already 
slo *. v" u.3 * - U*W aSit! 4 s\, ' 5 ■ • s -18 sM 

- ■ 

4isio oiir.frat. q *>AiL s 

ro \o t.o ani.i 4 «>Ai *-si naivinw wo 8 vj 4 bar.-itsb 

.’oi « atnjji a.- :*■ r Hi lloAe A 1 

( • 

floUK ,it»l *4 oi ‘ ’ 

it eeoq i\>\ awo\> 


I must drop Lionel a note of thanks, too, aduhile 
I think of it, let me answer your inquiry regarding 
la Holloman. She never did make around. Neither 
h n ve I seen anything of Blythe, aL though the. clerk told 
me her son, Horace, and his family were at the camp this 
past week end. t ; 

And so I shall turn to a d n b of mail covering diffe 
subjects, and 1 had better drop D a isey in the Dell a lin 
just in case she hasn t heard the good news a *sut he &d 
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Sundcv , September 7th, 1958, 


frisking n b$ut before Ella has called it a day, 

Yeu will find the enclesure frem D a isey in 
the Dell interesting because ef-the direct bearing 
it has en reeks' ewn a cceunt ef his painting, I 
sent 6eme geurds te Daisey in the Dell en Tuesday and 
I suppese these reached her en Thursday, the day fellewing 
her letter, I wrete her last night aksut a he u hadews 
being saved, and thus oemmunicatiens frem the DaltaS area 
will preb a bly be in a pure shambles a« cencerns the. 
days immediately ahead, what with ene thing er anether creasing 
with anether while tr a veling between here and there, 

,IU '.''3- Its 4U - it Ift !. h 

And speaking ef packages, I am putting half a dezen 
persimmens in a sheebex that mailing them at the same 
Time this tiete is pested, I put a paper sack in the 
bex fer yeur cenvenience in dispeaing ef the trash and 
I put in a few sprigs- ef b a y leaves, thinking yeu might 
find them useful in adding a green nete te.yeur geurd 
arrangement befere making use ef them in a gravey er reast, 

o'".: t- •' ' 

hanks te this afterneen'$ rain, I feund an 
excellent excuse te take time eut again te turn threugh 
Williamsburg in c eler and I need net t ell yeu hew much 
pleasure it afferded me, Surely it is ene ef the 
levliest cellectiens in celer en a single subject I 
h a ve ever run acresss, 

* Befere the gustsef wind came this afterneen, 

I plucked the strangest geurd ef this year's cellectien. 

It is midnight green, er seme such, being a k»ut the same 
value as the darkest ef the geurds yeu received. It 
is a beut twe feet in length, theihandle a little 
thicker than ene's thumb, kut nit much thicker. At 
the very end ef this handle is a reund-tah sert ef 4 
thing a beut the size ef a,orequet ball, with huge bumps 
all ever this-ball shaped sectien, the bumps being^akeut 
the size ef the first feint ef ene's thumb, andthe uh ele 
thing this selid dark-dark green that makes 
the whele ebject leek like a metalic club 

designed by seme warrier te beat the brains eut ef an enemy, 

I think I shall feature it in a hughe white tureeen ef white perc 

clain, piled high with white and cream celered geurds and 

the effect eught te be stunning. Well, se much 

fer this ge-reund and may Fifi pass eutside the limits ef Lyme 

a nd Yucca, tee . 


Memerandumi «■ i ® 

•j ‘ . i • *i ' : » i 

^ It was a damp week end all areund, I guess, what with 
news by radie eut ef Lyme suggesting dampness in that 
warter and in all ether sectiens save seme place at the 
western end ef the Great Lakes, It rained here a little 
en Saturday and a little here this merning and this 
evening, but enly n beut 3 tbnths ef an inch all teld but 
with ne sunshine, the humidity remains at almest 189, 

I y - . \ * \ ( • 1 ' ^ I • . * I, <«, V * . 

It was-, fair eneugh, hewever, en Saturday merning te 
saw up the part ef the eld magnelia, carried earthward by t 
Friday evening's ste.rm a iid I'm sure the lady decter 
was glad that it wasn trailing when she was summened 
here areund 7e'cleck Saturday merning te de 

seneljhing fer Madam Regard whese knee was se painful, she t 

didn t t ry te get eut ef bed, 

‘ - % . 1 ** ’ *1 ■ , ^ 

I was a little surprised en Saturday neen te find 
that J . H, was jeining us at the big heuse fer dinner and 
I feared that perhaps Madam tiegard had grem werse between 
7 and neen but I learned that Celeste didn't want te 
ferege the pleasure ef a bridge-luncheen at the i'euntry 
Club and .se had secured the services ef seme . mulatte lady te 
stay with her mether during her'absence at the card table, 

I h a ve ne idea when the frelic was ever -but at 7p,m, 

Celeste hadn't as yet returned frem tewn se 1 take it the 
12 e'cleck luncheen must have been wenderfully lasting. 

Today Madam Regard remained in bed and se did net jein us fer 
dinner er supper. Her rheumatic treubles are keeping her 
down but it dees seem te me that she leeks frailer, tee, 

Ssaturday's pest centained serueral items ef iterest, even 

in the case ef ene that tended te depress me, fer there was a letter 

frem theGeneral, making acknewladgement ef the geurds 

I had sent him and his wife, his sen a nd the latter s wife 

a iid the gift I had sent separately te the Matter's daughter, 

I can find ne excuse why thewifes with nething-U.de all d a y, c a n t 
j t \j a i «i • o . ta fj- -j" . u s a4 jo-T si'J 


• 3 84 iL' 


.41' 8't Til. 

1 s«U «o 
*'3 r.j ie« iiui 


A V 0 .'O'V.IiW 

T i D\ i.l’_4Ul r 
it :. ii 








From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


9449 




9448 


oan: 


• J Monday, September 8th, 2958, 


find to write their own letters but must put that 

chore on the General whs -ertainly has much less lel3 “ re 

than they. I guess what gets inU my hair is the fact that 

the General's wife is always making such a fuss about having 

n,ne to finishing school, learning hew to enter a 

room prtperly, etc., etc., but hasn t sufficient ( ... 

common curtesy to pen a note But vf the Generqd doesn m mind the 

strange beh a vir of his geese, 1 cr.n t see why 8h»uld 

make a racket ever their silence and feel ser r V/» r him in 

having te de the things that are obviously theirs te de. 

I was mildly surprised te learn en Saturday that 
Edith damilten s The Greek Way and The Neman Way,are 
net available en Talking*eeks but inBr a ille or seme such. 

I sent the letter frem theS+ate library ip B a tonNouge, advising me ef 

this, te Piss d a milten, recommending she give me whatever ether 

titles may be available and at the Same time, I wrote 

the Library ef u engress, asking that the Greek and the 

Roman volumes be It en to wad. The BatonRcue letter, by the 

way, was the. first notification J- had received that 

the department fer handling beeks fe.r the blind m this S^ate had 

been transferred frem New rleans te the capitel. I knew such 

a move had been planned when Essae Mae s new library was 

comp ted but a hadn t realized the transer had as yet .bee.n 

effected. 

While at dinner across the fence, a tele phone call came 
through fer me there, originating at seme motel, in town. 

I have already forgotten the man s name, Conner er seme 

such, a forme.r Hew Orl a ns resident a nd friend of Lyle 

Braedford and thai crowd. he man has been living in 

Calfiernia. for about 25 years and is new back, bringing 

his California wife with him. The eque3t was to meet me but 

of course it was interest in t he place and the desire te get 

some mo i.e shots that impelled the effort te establish contact. 

I learned they were going te O a klandat 2 and 

so I suggested 3 o'clock. The sun care out for an hour w 81e 
they were Itere and 1 . enjoyed the little chat with them 
and I '■hink they enjoyed Melrose. , 

•> c' - i ' 

.Before they came, x knocked off a column fora week 
from Thuesday, ~Cane a iver by way ef Canterbury, the 
point ef the piece being te get into print the news that 
the Church ef the Children ef Strangers will have their 
„nnaul fair on the same dates a* the Pilgrimage, -- 
October 11th and 12th, and my purese in this article is to get 
il.in... in the dirrctt... ./ /air, f.U.mng tl>. t.ur 


Memorandum : , ' , ... . „ 5f . 

We were lucky in getting but a quarter of an inch 
of rain during the past ceupl ef days for Natchitoches 
get something like a inch and a half and the plantations 
close to town are gently inundated while down this way,although 
tee da p toget into the cotton fields with a cotton sack f still i:j 
it was dry enough to de ether w erk and we did it., thanks 
te the availability ef l n ber which will evaporate into the 
harvest section one ef these dqys and net re-appear te lend a 
hand until after Christmas. And so I made the most 
•f the strong arms coming in my direction, digging hole? for 
the new nandiana hedges where the eld 3tere steed, etc., etc., 
a nd even getting the Yucca windows washed in cn ticipi tien 
ef a month hence. 

Even as in the case ef colored secretaries , so 
is the case with White pil rimage hostesses, —one must always 
employ twice as many as one needs in hopes ef having one 
when the time comes fer their assistance. Ora telephoned 
this morning te say that R. B. had been honored by seme 
legal crown ef laurels that is to be bestowed on him in 
south Louisiana en the week end ef the 11th and 12th and 
the wifes of the legal profession are cxpecte to be 
present. • I told her I would put Ann, her daughter, . t 

in her (or a ') place at Yucca with Ju a hita B., 
a nd would cast about to find somebody for Ann's place 
a t Yucca's neighbor, theAfrican Ho.use. I may be a ple 
to get somebody like Eve Mouton, an historically minded 
ladU •/ personality who is onthe college faculty. , 

* ' ’u* v\; ^ ’* • • 

•It's odd that Ora who is a hout the most dependable 
person I know living outside of Lyme, has disappointed 
me twice in three years, the f jrst time because of illness, the - 
second time because of marital duties. ’* on so glad 
to learn tout Ora's plans this far in .advance which makes 
substitution so much easier than last year when Mrs. Wood 
had to fly off io Vichita, Kansas at the last t 

moment. . ! 


. B ■ .1 


Uihb 


'£) j , 5 

i - “ui.mtI-i;a ■■ nat- i. . , 

U . . . " , r , , , 


sru* 


r.o <s i 

..Tour's 


IU 90iv* ^5'.;* \ 
.ij'i Mlin'!. Mi 
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There was an amusing coincidence in the floral depi rtment 
that am used me teday which I must share with you. Last night 
Celeste asked me wlven I usually took up the bulbs ef the elephant ear 
plants and I allewedas hew I never ake them up. She 
said all ef her friends did and theught it was impera¬ 
tive if ene wanted te aveid buying a new supply the 
fellewing year. I remarked that mentien ef the plants 
reminded me fer the firs time this year that it was 
getting time fer them te ceme inte flewer. She asked 
me te repeat what I had said, never having heard ef anything 
like it, and teld me she theught I must be mistaken os 
that type ef flewer never had anything that ceul be 
seen. I teld her the flewers en the enes in the 
Yucca front, garden were usually a feet and ahalf er twe feet 
in length, —se big that even 1 ceuldn t miss it but 
she said we were.beund te be talking a beut different 
plants since what she had in mind never preduced flewers and there 
had been much talk abeut this at the las Garden Club 
meeting.. Natural, ly, I let t he whele t hing ge at 
that peint. 1 i 

. • O' * . i. U'l • 

And then this merning when I stepped eut en the 
gallery, the first perfume assailing my nestrils was the 
unmistakeable arema ef the blessem ef the elephant ear plant. 

I fellewed my nose until I encountered the amazing 
Saffron stalk ef levliness. At the ceffee heur, I 
plucked it almg with a leaf ef the plant and 
presented Exhibit A at 9 and mine hestess nearly get 
drewned in her ceffee. 

) 

It was geed li a viiig E. Rescee back en the air tonight. _ I 
am, like the est, ef the werld,- vaguely indifferent te the 
finer peints ef Chines* ceastal geegraphy and I theught 
he stressed that aspect ef the uews pretty hard but 
still it was enleghtening and the fact that he "is back is 
pleasant. He did get as far away from Asia as Maine 
and remarked the Republicans ahd Democrats were running neck 
and neck in the first returns fremteday's electiens up yender. 

My guess is that the Democrats will preb a bly make a splendid 

shewing and I sheuldn t be surprised if the unheard ef happened and 

they wen. at least theU. 5,. Senater' s seat fer the 

times appear faver n yle fer the Demecrats although I am 

net sure why Republican reek-ribbed Maine sheuld 

ge Demecratic since I knew hething ef issue at stake in 

that fair State, sure net the racial thing which might make 

se much difference in seuthern sectiens. It seems te me 

K;,: 

willsweep the ceuntry . 


Tuesday,September 9th, 1953. 


Memorandum : 

a perfectly levely day and I'm fielding the 
theught it may have been equally se in Lyme. 

“ i»" j '' ' ' ' v ' '* ‘ ’ ^ * 

The ebb and flew ef my untutered gardening assistants 
caught me teday witheut a seul in centrust when l had 
mere than 1 really■wanted. While ii is a preblem te 
maintain gardens as extensive as the local ones witheut 
ny help, it is equally difficult eccasienally te 
place a hee hand, quite ignerant as te the identity 
ef weeds versus cultivated plants if ene hepes te 
ceme te sundown with the major portion of the cultivated 
plants still intact. But thanks te teday s absence ef 
a ll helpers, cultivated plants and weeds alike were 
thriving undisturbed. 

But I took time eut te rest eccasienly by passing 
an occasional while with Madam Regard who felt well enough 
te sit up in a chair fer a while. Another bridge- 
luncheeh took Celeste te the ceuntry club thi3 merning se 
that J. H. dined wit us, which is always apleasure, 

„nd I enjoyed my little chats with the lady frem time te 
time during the afternoon. I beliede these without 
duties and these witheut tee much ef a - feeling ef 
responsibilities toward ethers were still 

going strong at the ceuntry club at dusk-dark tonight and 
m a y still be going, —fer all I knew. 

' : . ■ ’ ; < j 

There was a fairly substantial mail today but 
I am saving most ef it te ge ever a little mere carefully 
altheugh there was nothing ef any particular 
importance . " 1 t is geed te be able te rejoice with 

Rebina that her doctor finds her definitely en t\ie mend. 

There is something alnsst touching, net in the note, but 
in the impulse that impells JehnWenk ie secure and send.al»ng 
copy ef his paster's Sunday sermon fer the delectation 
of J. H. and me. In this day and age when se many high school 
seniors,, begged down by science are tee pro me te dismiss 
religious censiderations, it is heartening te knew 
that John can‘held te his and te feel he has someone whom he 
likes ‘to-share his beliefs with, anddeuhly a m I 


has someone whom he 
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Wednesday, September 19th, 1958, 


glad he feels he can share such interests with ethers since 
I assume such persons are few and far between under 
his parental reef. 


That the Republicans should h c ve encountered hard going 
in yesterday's Maine's election was no great surprise to 
yone, I reckon, but I must say I w a s astonished 
at the extent of the democratic si.coess, Already I 
am thinking n bout the 1969 Presidential business 
a nd I'm sure that's going to be a p a in in the neck all around. 

At the moment, my favorite Democratic candidate 
is the one who ran the last two times, I'm 
inclined to believe, as / now, that the Democratic 
Party may split over both platform and , 
candidate which would certainly give any regular 
standard bearer a mighty tight squeeeze but even so 
I do believe, as of now, ~ Democrat might win in spite 
of a 3plit but no matter how things turn two years hence, 
it isn t going to be easy going for anybody, 

I enjoyed listening tonight to "The Last Word", 

I was especially attentive to the d iscussion a s t» . 

what is- the current useage of the younger generation when 

addressing its parents. Mother and Dad seemed to be the 

two names most widely employed, I was interested 

that none of the participants liked, for their own families, at 

leaieast, calling the parents by their fi st names. Mo 

menti nr was m a de of current White Hwnse doings bu I 

can recall how shocked I was a while bac~k when I learned 

that the President's grandson, —perhaps 6 or 7, calls 

his grandfather Ike, Tonight's 

participants in the discussion seemed to agree that while 

in many a case a parent might well be addressed Joy his 

offspring by use of the name, still there was likely to be somethi 

thing closely approaching the ridiculous in a general 

a t .empt to fuse differing generations into a single 

levelI was perfectly delighted a t supper time when the cook 

told me some of my mulatto friends across t(\e river, had flagged he 

(her) down this afternoon, ; sking her to bring me a flock of 

red peppers and she had stopped at her house before coming on 

to give supper and had strung them'all for me . They are now hangig 

ing on'the front gallery and are pretty-pr tty .. 


J M3S U'A 
Shi '■ 


«'• • .1 


. 1 . 


liim< i 


• • • • 


3 ~ i 

V. 


jsav bu 


Memorandum : 

• ** • “ 

A lovely day without a soul to flutter up my 
own ende a vors and the latter weren t much to speak of, 

I was glad to see this year's Pilgrimage folders 
come to hand so that I put myself to making envelopes 
■ for a few people who might be interested in them. 

Some civic group telephoned rather e arly to ask me 
to be guest speaker at some annual meeting 
or other a week, hence and, naturally, I declined, 

It\wae nice of them to ask but you can readily imagine 
I much prefer sticking to my own guns in preparation 
for impending doings, 

<3 li - - "li . 3' 

Ora, having been unsuccessful \in efforts to reach 
me during the past couple of days, called me while 
I was at coffee across the fence. She wanted to report 
that-a change in R, B,'s plans made it possible 
for her.to be at Yucca after all in mid October and 
I was pleased with that information, I had asked her 
to see a*»ut rounding up3 or 4 attractive young ladies 
$o serve as gallery hostesses at Yucca, young ladies 
a vid for the frolic and willing to provide themselves with 
calico costumes, She said that something like 
18 volonteered, so great is the desire to be in 
the swim. It seems so odd, somehow, that t here 
should be so many people with nothing to do. Imagine 
actually putting yourself into the position of standing 
and receiving hundreds of people for two entire afternooons 
in a row and willing to make a costume to boot, I'm 
delighted there are such people but 1 can't imagine 
how it is that there should be so many available, Mow 
I am holding the thought that R, B,, true brother of la Beaufort, 
may not change his mind again and whisk Ora away for I want 
her maturity and steading influence to l,end moral 
support o .Juanita B, and I, myself, don t want 
■s< SOI* MiO iw “ Si 3 
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Thursday, September 11th, 1958 


Memorandum 

• ,j ,-yi ft,, j i',i ,iT' : *, " * ’ -• l- 

Ten billion words would not suffice to tell how 
delighted was Lestan today in receiving such a jbli 
communication from Lyme, the whole busiues3 traveling 
in perfect order. 

To say that everything a bout the communication 
brought rays of sunshine i3 putting it mildly And 
somehow the whole thing was so delicately bl a nces 
in a three way fashion, — the messs a ge itself, the 
clipping ahevt Anne's last book and the portrait ,— 
the whole thing was somuch a part and parcel of little 
Miss Lee . How can the heart but expand in 
gratitude at the receipt of such evidences of 
thoughtfulness and affection 

, ; ; • v ■ - ft ft ■?. >■.; V. n 1 

Thanks to a half inch rain in mid afternoon, I 
found.myself possessed of both a secretary a^d the 
leisure to explore again the lovely pages of the 
splendidly colorful volume of our f a vorite colonial 
capitol. I w a s so glad you h a d enumerated some of the 
pictures you liked best, giving me, as it did, an 
opportun ty to turn through the volume again and a gain 
and so see how completely my enthusiasms coincided with 
your3. 

I continue be~mo a ning the mis a dventure of the little 
watermelon boy, wondering the while just where and how the 
accident occured, for one hears of such matters so infreque 
that one is truly astonished when the thing strikes so close 
home. x did hear something a bout s ch a matter transpiring 
in Baltimore a while b a ck but that was before the advent 
of the little watermelon boy We have been so perfectly 
favored over the years, let us hold the thought that 










/ 
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Friday, September 12th, 1958, 


* 


Warren in today's past indicates that seme just 
like them, having their origin at the same bend of the 
river, will be appearing on the cover, or rather, a 
likeness thereof, ef the Times Picayune HaganineSectien 
in October, I shall write .Warren Unight, th a nkxng 
him fir giving me puhlicatien date in advance, so I may 
p a ss it aleng t$ L yme, and telling him that perhaps 
frem a point of ctrculatien, the Picayune may g a in seme 
advantage in deing a geurd stery after rather th a n befere 
the Pilgrimage since there will be several hundred peeple 
whewtt will h a ve seen the geurds beth here and at the eld 
Lemee Heuse during the teur and a# will be even mere 
interested, even as are the majerity ef readers ef travel 
beeks whe seem te prefer reading a beut places and things 
after rather than befere seeing them, 

I w a s mildly a mused he theught the mulatte geurd 
had been ceeked up by seme artifical cultivation, I shall 
write him it was exclusively God'3 handiwork, Seme 
Catholic prelate, a Monsignor or seme such, cdled 
on Madam Regard the ether day and after carefully ex¬ 
amining a gourd arrangement there, pointed.out the 
came mulatte gourd as his favorite and, if memory 
serves, James expressed himself as being mere fend ef the 
same one than any ef the ethers, 

iJews frem Mrs. Kent seems to confirm Carolyn's 
recemmendatien when last we spoke on the telephone, that 
I might do well to chunk the Kent-Werd combination 
if 1 warned te get that project going • The original 
planned called for the staff to be on hand befere Pilgrimage, 
Already this hope has gene glimmering, and the less 
ef probable sales and advertising the Pilgrimage would afford 
is beth great and irreparable, All that was 
need te give me complete assurance that the thing 
would be wonderfully far behind schedule was the 
news that something or ether depended on something 
Carolyn was supposed to supply,.-1 dm net even 
going te consider the wildest possibility that the stuff 
might appear.in time for while the Ramsey-Kent-Werd 
trie don't seem te mind flirting with nervous prostration 
over a deadline, I am not even going to consider 
such a thing, Surely one cannot go into a panic 
of wonder, worry a ud disappointment a bout 
some.magical deadline if one k simply refuses to 


Memorandum • ... ■ 

' • U ' /**• ‘ 

Cloudy and. damp, but much sunshine and pep m 
the postal circles, f guess, what with the local post rider 
making his rounds an hour in advance of schedule, bringing 
no mail and picking up a little, I suppose, but none 
from me since I had no notion that things were 
ahead of time until half an hour after he.had 
departed. Hence a couple of memos in one envelope, 

, • . . -• *• * 

Before writing last night, I hadlistened to the 
President and had expected to make 3ome comments but 
discovered I had arrived at the bottom of the page before 
reaching the Formosa Straits, I thought the speech 
good but f disagreed with the President s theory that the 
islands in question should be held b the United States 
for the benefit of the nationalist Government to use 
as stepping s tones for their much talked of invasion 
of the main land. Since we a re providing the moi}ey for 
the operation of the whole Formosa regime, T don t 
see why we shouldn't have something to say about-the 
Chang inclination to invest our money and .military power 
in hi3 much dreamed of re-conquering of Chin a , The 
fact is,a s I see it, that the Rationalists are just about as 
big a bunch of bags and the Communists in this Chinese matter 
nd while it is a pity we haven t anything better to support 
then the u hang crowd, that grou$ hasn^t enough virtues to 
make them worth while devoting much more substance to than 
Formosa itself for m&untaining our over all Pacific 
strategy and we are mighty ill advised to even make a 

gesture that we are likly to pull the 0 hang chesnuts out of the fire fo 
the aforesaid Rationalists, 


As for the *residen t speech, 1 thought the 
time selected about a s poor as coupled have been selected, 
sandwiched in between the meeting of the supreme 
Court for hearing the Little Rock thing and the day 
of its decision lti or 12 hours later, so that the build up 
for the pseech was in large measure nullified by the 
public interest in the impending hearing and the guarantee that 
the Chinese thing w.ould be swept off the front pages of the 
paper on t he following day when the Court expressed itself. 


•> /„;• 


i w ’,.tu t\A 


i recall that Theodore fioosevelt used to 
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Sunday , September 14th, 1958, 


The Theordore Roosevelt theory was that nobody, including newspaper 
men, liked workin much on Sunday and therefore there would 
be little likobood of much news on Monday morning 

qnyway. And then, with this in mind, he would have his news releases 

prepared.with amplitude so that the peer newspaper gUys, casting 

about for anything te print, weuld find gebs ef material 

in he Shite House releases en Sunday evening se that $ if they 

chese te use it, there was mere than eneugh te fill up 

the blank spaces awaiting the reperteres' semewhat reduced Sabbeth 

efferts, thus previding the ihite Reuse with a much greater 

space in t he papers that otherwise weuld halt been accerded, It 

weuld seem te me that in this instance, Mr. Eisenhower preuided himself 

with a time when he weuld be mest likely te get the 

least ameunt ef censideratieu and, ef course, by tonight, 

there i3 enly an eche ef China but much rumbling a beut Little Reck . 

I was quite surprised this afterneen c bout 2 when Lienel 
Jeanmard put in an appearance unanneunced. But it is 
always grand seeing him and x wasglad to.take time eut fer a little 
chat. He had brought a paper sack ef ice and semewhiskey, cheese 
and crackers and we sat en the gallery and relished eur mid- 
afterneen "tea", as we settled the fate ef tlie werld and especial ly nrkc, 

, --'i n '■ o i:o• - a K- 

With the weather centiuing cloudy and damp, I ha <e decided to 
de a little planting, in the neighberheed ef the place ence 
eccupied by the eld stere, —probably a hedge ef 
nandina, interspersed with crepe myrtles, etc., and altheugh 
Octeber is a better menth fer transplanting nandina, we 
are actu lly having Octeber right new and temerrew ± shall 
re'll up my sleeves birght and early and get geing. 

' • .' ° iu:: • ••• - - 

It will tea busy day as L ha e several "musts" 
en my decket, net the least ef which is the prep ratien 
ef hexes ef several hundred gourds for the Lemie House project, 
jlr. and Mrs. Crawford, Yeung will be passing this Way in the 
afterneen ^enreute from nle a.rdno te Ka'mpti , and tliey 
will s top fer a confer nee abeut the geurds and I shall 
try pushing them off ,on them, fer Thelma Yeung is chairman 
of the GourdConmittee and, being an expert at arrrangements 
in the floral suction, h..s been designated te turn out some pretty 
creations with the ma terials 1 am supplying. Hhetelephoned 
me te ayhowever, that os she had never set her hand te doing 
anything with geurds and had been told that Y Uad, she would like 

si,. 

will have te assume the main part ef the 
preparations ... 


Memorandum: l ■■ 

»»• »• 83i v i % ufc <ii 

It was a quiet week end, —comparatively, with 
seme drizzle on Saturday, clear skie3 en Sunday, until 
8 o' clock tonight, when .it began raining again and somehow 
I get .off on the wrong foot coming home tonight and 
bumped into one million bushes, each of which showered me 
with as much as a bucket of rain drops.. But now x have 
had anice hot bath and h a ve donned my favorite bath¬ 
robe and thus am all sot to do seme work. 

I get quite a few nandina bushes set eu »n 
Satu day, en three sides ef the space eccupied by the 
eld store, perhaps 159 bushes, and tonight's little rains 
will give them just what they need. 

I had hoped to do 3ome work this afternoon but other 
things .intervened and x 3hall have to do my work tonight 
instead . 

his noon, just as we were „hout to sit down to dinner, 
somebedy tapped on the door. I responded and discovered 
a lady and two gentlemen who turnedout to be Miss u arlow of 
tlatchez, Mr. Cooper of the same place and some other gentleman. 

I was a little provoked in the be3t Mormon fashion that Migs 
Harlow, after the correspondence between her and me, should 
h n ve a ssault ed the place without a »y wor d of warning. ‘The 
hour was 11: 30. I told them if they carried to return 
a t 2, I would receive them, 

They we started in on dinner but before J. H. had had 
his first go at a morsel, somebody else knocked . The 
Governor of Louisiana's at the door, Earl said he 
never eats but one meal a day and that he had already had 
his allotment. There were two cars in his cortege and 
they were out beating, the bushes for some Long candidate, 

Teakel, or some such, in the House of Representatives 
race and Earl, finding himself in this neighborhood, 
thought he would pause in his policial activity 
a nd drop in, 

Fortn a tely they didn 't stay long and we- got on with dinner, in 
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the midst of which Celeste remakred that she just remembered she 

h a d told ^iss Bradford wh$ occupies a camp down 

near the spillway, that she might bring her six 

guests ftr a tour at 2:30. I said that wtuld 

be fine and that wtuld give us an tpptrt: nity 

tt receive the Maytr tf Eampti, Crawftrd Ytung and 

hisoife, the latter ctming tt pick up gturds, ftr 

she is 3 upptscd tt make arrangements ftr the Lemee Htuse ftr 

Pilgrimage. They had telephtned theywtuld ctme at 3:30. 

And that reminded J. H. that ,he had seen 37 nun3 tn a picnic 
acrtss the river this mrtning, all tut t Alexandria, 

„nd hadttld them they might have a ttur at 3:30. Xfid 
st at' 2 1 received the batches ctntingent and they gtt 
stme pictures. I think Mr. Cttper has dtne a very fancy 
phtttgraphic bttk tn batches and he wants tt dt tne tn Cane 'iver 
a »d st dees Mis3 &arltw. As I handed them tt their car, 

I unhanded the Bardftrd grtup frtm theirs, and as they 

were departing b the big ptt in frtnt tf Yucca, the 

nunswere ctming in the side gate. After giving them artund 

and handing them intt their car, -i saw the Ytung car 

in front tf Celeste s and I picked up the Ytungs 

and s tarted tutwith them, tnly tt bump intt 

Blythe, Jtan Frants and Mi3S Jtfynstn wht 

h a d ctme tt spend the balance tf the afternttn. 

As ytu may imagine, I didn t find much time dt 
galltp up and dtwn this tyewriter during the daylight hturs. 

I didn't he r much tf interest frtm the several 
callers butthere as tne exceptitn tt this in 
the acctunt the Ytungs gave me tf an auttmtbilc ttur 
they made a few mtnths b a ck,driving frtm Hamburg, a crtss 
Htlltiidjand Belgium, tt Mtnt St. Michel where they 
staid ftr several days in tne tf the three caravanserie3 
new functioning in that venteral pile. I shtuld . 
h n ve liked tt hear st much mere had net ethers been present 
wht .had neverheard tf Mont St. Michel and were 
all tpptse d tt finding tut anything n bout the place. 

As ftr Blythe and her friends, they are planning 
3tme strt tf an elebtrte business ftr Oc.ttber 12th and 
23 tr whenever Pilgrimage may be. Blythe expects tt 
arrange an evernight party, dting . the ttur during 
the day, attending the Fair at night and. then remaining 
the ftl'ltwing day tt repeat the business. 

o 

But ntw I must rtll up my sleeves and get busy tn 
stme mail. I htpe it was less hurly-burly in Lyme than here.... 


, 


Mtnday, September 15th, 1958. 


Memtrandum• 

^ ' t 

H$w nice tt find a letter frtm Lyme in today's 
post. I h a ve had the pleasure tf reading it. tnce and 
shall have the addititnal pleasure tf reading it again 
whenever a mtre facile secretary appears. I believe I 
gtt mtst tf the mess a gc but I want tt read it again 
ftr t),e sheer pleasure tf reading it and tt make sure 
I missed ntthing tn the first gt-rtund which was halty at 
best. 

I am particularly delighted tt have the reference tt 
Edith Hamilttn and how glad I am that we h a ve this remarkable 
woman to admire both as a perstn and as an imprebihable 
friend to stciety gnerally through the splendid 
shafts tf light her messages bring tt this generatitn 
a nd thtse that are tf follow. I 3hal 1 always regret 
I did not have her Echt when I was a student , When 
Little Miss Lee and Lestan explore Rome a nd Attica together, it 
will be st nice h a ving such Bi h les to hand, the tne tn 
Rome which you mentioned in your letter will be such a 
help in identifying places, the Hamilton opus will 
be st splendid in prtjecting the spirit ftr the 
tr a velers . 

It seems tt me it was a btut a week agt that 
Celeste ttld me tf a long distance call that came 
ftr me at her htuse while I was at breakfast , I never have 
learned whence the call came that I never gtt. 

. V-* ,*r *» Mr -*5 -.jtV 

This mtrning a btut 11, I gtt antther call and 
this time I was within reach tf the ' phtne . The tpenattr 
asked ftr me, saying Long ^istaace was calling. 1/ 
identified myself and somewhere, a million miles away 
I could hear a faint sound, perhaps the voice of 
a woman but the voice was so remote, I couldn't be 
sure. he operantor at the JKo.iJht .of origin could be 
heard perfectly and asked me if I should like to have 
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Tuesda.y. y Heptemberl&th, 1958, 


her take the message and relay it tt me as the v * ice sptke. 

I siad I wtuld » Then 1 heard bu nothing. I Waited and 
after 19 minutes, called the ltcal tperattr, asking 
if she ctuld at least tell me whence came the call. 

She ctuld net. Odd that such a series shtul happen 
in twt successive week3. The artist called me this 
afternttn but in the midst tf the ctnversatitn the 
wire went dead, ±t has been tut ftr a btut seven hturs' 
new. Perhaps c» electric st*rm kntcked tut the thing, 

ftr we had a thunder shtwer thisaftemttn and it appears we are having 
mere rain ttnight, Tlie ftrecast ftr Umtrrtw is ram. 

This seems tt be the dampest autumn anytne cane remember. 

The cttk's daughter t a> ped at my dttr this nttn, asking 
me if T ctuld help her write a ctmptsititn tn Civic3. 

I ttld her I-thtught 1 ctuld. I kntcked tne tff in 
n fewminutes and she ent aw a y enchanted, ntt with what 
I had written but simply because she ctuld translate it 
intt Cane *iver jargtn and st save herself a headache. 

It seems st tdd writing a n essay tn Civics ftr a ctltred child 
in these days tf Arkansas d Virginia. Uy tnly 
difficulty in kntcking tff the thing was tt keep 
ctnstantly in mind that a teen a jer was supptsed tt 
be writing the thing, thus ruling tut the almtst 
inevitable barbs that came st cltse tt creeping in with 
every phrase. 

I listened tt> A (trg a n Eeatty a nd ethers ttnight ftr news. 

Mr. Beatty gga'Je three quarters tf his time tt the Chinese thing. 

Ed. Murrtw was pretty genertus but ntt quite that much, hey 

btth seunded as thtugh the far Eastern thing were tn the 

ptint tf stmething. The President m a de it stund st tn Thursday 

and the Supreme Cturt made the dtmestic crisis appear seritus, ... . 

and the President drtpped his micrtphtnes and flew tff stmeioh ere fishing, 

And I'm wtdering if frightenin wtrds are entugh a nd if ^ little sh a dtw - 

btxing, at least, suggesting Presidential ctncern wtuidn t 

at far tt acctmplishing much mtre than his TV-radit appearances 

achieve. Perhaps ntt,,,I'm tnly asking, I dt feel sure 

nbtut tne thing, htwever, and tha.t is that Madistn Avenue 

seems tt h a ve lest its ttuch with■ the public ?t far as the 

Republicans are ctncerned .. 


Memtrandumt 

i ~ * l ^ , • ' i “ 

x t is warm and ctufully humid ttnight, what 
with the rain again ctming dtwn merrily and 
the premise fer mtre rain tn the mtrrtw. *hat a strange 
September this tne has turned tut tt be. 

I have, it tn excellent aurthtrity that 
Ctusin £arl has given up tranquilizers ftr stmething 
in the wet grtcery sectitn that is muc\) mtre pttent. 

A ctuple tf examples tf the resiulsts tf this inspiratitn 
came tt hand this past week end. *fter leaving here, ... 


.interruptitn.... Mark in the rain, 


Well, as I was saying, after le ving here tn 
Sunday, Ctusin Earl jturneyed tn tt Cltutierville and, 
thinking he wtuld make the hill billies happy by mentioning 
tne tf their felltw ttwnsmen, he gtt tt gting tn ptlitics and 
remarkedthat tne tf his best friends lived in the ttwn. 

said that they C U m an ftr his name is . a htrnbi 

pause, and then antther try at it, and s till nt stap ahd 
Ctusin Earl,,never daunted, then remarked that ai ywqj , 
if he ctuldn t r ememberhis best friend s name, the man 
was a stn-in*law tf in law tftf Sam lacaze. The ttwn s ft Ik 
and Hr. Masstn, the tne whtse name the <*trntr was 
searching ftrin vain, gtt up and staL king tut tf the meeting, 
gtt intt his car and drtve tff. 

Earl is campaigning ftr a man named'Teakel wht 
is a run-tff candidate with Hartld McSween, ftr 
the seat Dr.Getrge Ltng held and it is ftr Teakel 
that-’l'tng is making aLl.the speaking. • u e must have 
had tne snfrt ttt many in u tlfax tn Saturday, 
ftr at that gathering, he praised Teakle tt the skies, 
dentuncing the tther candidate the while^and ended up 


, Vil 


1 
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his stirring address by assuring the crtwd 

"Ytu can't cast a better vtte than 
ftr McSween.. 

and the crtwd gasped and then yelled and 
cp plaurded. 

Whatwith the rain and the lameness tf the hear, 

I had Mark run through tnly a ctpyle ef letter which 
are ,encl t sed . Frtm the Picayune tne, I still 

dtn't knew if contact was ever established 
with Cartlyn and if her ctltr shtts will be used, and 
tne dtesn t expect tt get news frtm Cartlyn at ai y time. 

The mention tf black aidwhitq ad ctltr 
pictures tf the gturds dtesn t mean 
^tiything ftr btth types were snapped, 
i assume, tt see which turned tut better, 
and T gather frtm barren's letter that ctltr 
made it al rigltt. Ytu w 11 ntte the date 
ftr publicatitn .is ntwset at Octtber 26 th tr 
stme such. If furtiter data tn this ptint 
ctmes. tt hand, I shall, ef. cturse, piss .the. .infermati tn 
ltng but tbvitusly antther six weeks is ahead tf publicatitn 
r n nd I dt with that if.Cartlyn hasn t dene st, she wtuld get the 
ctltr films tt barren, they are 3t n wtnderful. 

As ftr the tther encltsure, it is the latter 
p a rt that is interesting, ctncerning the 
..Dragtn wht seems tt have regained dl her vitality • 

The whtle zhing amazes me and I'm wtndering htw the 
whtle thing will pan tut. < 

The lady acrtss the fence was eut tf strts at 
the ctffee htur but her mgma was sufficiently spry 
tt jtin us tn the gallery ftr an harangue 
tn her daughter' sj pa rt a btut the big htuse and 
htw she wishes she never had ttstep fttt in it. 

I thtught the "mad" was mtst pttrly timed btth 
ftr h?r mtther and ftr me but tne gets accusttmed tt 
such sprees tf emttitne very ntw and. then althtugh 
I hadn't . ..interruptitn...Ora calling tt tell 
me a btut a speech she made last night, urging parents 
tt insist that their children be taught stme 
reading,-writing and arithmatic beftre gting intt 
the ftttbfLl and ftl-de-rtl fun . . 




Wednesday, 17th, 1958. 


Merntrandumt . • 

Antther day if drizzle and the five day ftrecast 
if ftr rain . 

■‘• tnly gtt staked twice ttday, which is quite a 
rectrd ftr me in these damp times. One dtesn t really 
need any extra■ heat tt keep warm bu I was delighted tt 
sttke up the fire a dab tt dry my cltthes and dry tut 
the htuse a bit at the same time. •And had it ntt 
rained st ctnsistently, l recktn I might have spent mtre 
time tut tf dttrs and thus neglected my typewriter. 

Tut I did stay put ltng entugh tt kntck tff a 
ctlumn which strikes me in retrtspect as prtbably 
having been ttt gray in ttne and made up tf ttt much 
unrelated subjects since it dtes stund a dab Dadist 
tt be mixing up the ctltr tf a lady's dress with the 
dubitus dtings tf petple wht tught tt dt better. 

If little Mi33 lee's ears h a ve burned mtre than 
usu a l ttday it may because Lestan has thtught a 
thtusand times tf his indebtedness ftr having ptinted 
tut the ptrtrait tf Edith Hpmilttn. I have had 
it hear tn my desk and have glanced at it a thtusand times 
a s I marvel at her tbvitusage and ctnsiderthe wisdtm she 
has set ftrth in "The Echt tf .Greece" at such an 
advanced 'vge • 

w , A * 0 ' ' 1 i. O 

I wish -i knew htw ltng she summers in Maine ftr I 
Relieve she makes her htme in »ashingttn althtugh I 
efi ntt sure htut that, ptssibly 3he is 


lingering a while an Uanset and 


tught 


be receiving a^ittle package tf gturds in lieu tf 
a ertwn tf laitMla tne tf these days. Just why I shtuld 
\*,h a ve fejLt she wtuld enjty stme gturds, I canntt say but 
be that,as it may, I thtught she might and st I btxed up 







--o" 
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and shall send them to her to Maine on the morrow, If 
she has gene somewhere else, the package can be 
forwarded and even though she may never receive it, 

I shall have had the satisfaction of making a 
gesture even though it be futile, and, in the 
event they do re„ch her, she will perhaps find a measure 
of pleasure in glancing in their direction occasionally, 

• 

I had such a pleasant coffee hour with Madam 
Regard this meriting, Celeste having gene te tewn, Out 
ef o clear sky and te my surprise, she breught up 
the name ef the persen ef whem s he is se fend, asking 
me if little Miss Lee's birthday i3 in Octeber 
er f/evember, . 


She had a great deal te tell me about on e Kat e 
R f f seuelt t da ughter ef James, whese engagement has been 
announced, I mentiened that she must be the daughter 
ef §etty Oushing Reesevelt and asked whatever happened te 
that lady, Bomehow er ether I thought I recalled having 
heard semewhere in recent years that she had 
. been expected te Marry Vincent Aster but Madam 
Regard said she theught J must be mistaken en that peint 
and I can readily imagine I am since abeut all 1 learn 
frem the radie is geegraphic place names ef lecalities 
I knew nething abeut and care less • S erne day, perhaps, • ' 
in ages yet .unbern, there may be newspapers ef the air 
but until then, a let ef us will have te remain in 
ignorance abeut whe is married te whem in the 
realm ef Ueciety, 

This w eek, thanks te the static currently dominating this 
area, x have missed Capitel Cloakroom and The Last lord 
during their Monday and Tuesday night periods • 

Speaking ef The Last #ord, I don't recall if I mentiened 
the broadcast ef last week when ene guest was the 
author ef the articles about Easter Island in Saturday 
Evening Pest, I have hecbrd several people say they 
are se fine Mew much luckier are we than the bridge 
, fiendsfer, little as we get to read what we should like to, 
we at least have the- inclination . 



- *: i' 




3 


\ 


Thursday, September 18th, 1958 


't • * V 

Memorandum: 

It must have been raining for seme time when 
I awoke a little before 5 this morning but it tapered 
off and we probably didn't have much mere than an inch . 

The Alexandria area had five inches • 

*. •* V . . V . 1 r » X i. m 't •' 

I am enclosing a few letters, the most arresting 
of which, oddly enough, is the one ,of least ineterest', for 
while Madam Marco's news items den t seem te cover 
anything in particular, I do find her opening sentence 
arresting, leading me to wonder what she means, and 
whatever she means, dees she mean it for me •< 


But, oddly enough, perhaps she, unknowingly,l\as 
an ally in —of all people, —the American Te, and Tel • 

At supper tonight, M U gene told me that Dan had 
reported te him that the l telephone company didn't like 
the CaneRiver Memo, "Many Are CdL led" and that a)\ official 
•J the company had journeyed te M a tchiteches frem 
Alexandria and had come te his office, —the Henry Insurance 
Company, —and spoken ef their displeasure • I suppose I shaL 1 
hear from the telephone company later . In the mean time, if 
anyone is displeased with Henry Insurance Agency ser¬ 
vices, I hope the matter will be taken up with the Henry 
Insurance Agency and hot brought to me since the Henry 
Insurance Agency is no more my business than is my column 
theirs • t 

The mystery of the recent telephone calls, long distance, 
came to light this afternoon when Carolyn passsed this way, 
en route to Baton Rouge, Bhe said she had made them but 
had been uable to get a nywhere with her efforts • I still 
can ’ t .WYkWtfand how, in the first one, 3he rang 
Celeste's number but perhaps there was some error the 
part of the operator • 


'I 


# 

\ 


perhaps 







From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #H"3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING; MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


Vi)ir 


9468 




9469 


'riday, Septembe^L9th 


< i didn't learn much of interest from our 
conference although we touched on several subjects con¬ 
cerning her plans for one thing and another in t he movie 
promotion business and particulars regarding her father s 
failing health, domestic problem a tendant upon the 
Marshall set up and so on. She was heading out for Baton‘ ou e for 
a day thence to Mew rleans for a week or two, 1 thought 
she looked well and her new car seems pretty enough, Perhaps 
it is called an ambassador or some such. It seems possessed 
of many g a dgets, air conditioning, etc, &he 
brought b a ck several Hunter canvases Ola Mae had 
taken with her. I suppose Carolyn may have spent the past day 
• r so with her. It appears five su jects will be used 
for the cards or stationary or whatever but that project 
dwaddles, * gather but probably will pome out long after the 
flood tide of holiday buying has passed. That seems * e t,ie 
best gist of our brief conference, saidwiched in, as it was, 
between the coming and going of slaves, turned loose 
in my direction,, what with the rains making cotton picking 
impossible. 

. ( i: ■ i < 1 ‘ * J 

fonight I. had the good fortune to hear the- Columiba 
week day program, "The *orld tonight, which is 
available here at 8 o'clock or 8:85, followed by Eric Heve ai_ 
at 8 : 35» I was entranced with the voice<.of Dr. Rufus King,or., 
and its tenor was so different from the summaries 
of a speech b the *ov$rnor of Arkansas. 

-- i 

I am hoping I can get hold of tod a y s Shreveport 
Times so that J- may send you the editorial which, if c orrectly reported, 
must be wonderful. As 1 understand it, the editorial « 
carries on at a great rate ah*ht how much trouble the colored 
people are stirring up in London It all sounds so much 
like *•a Kremlin broadcast, denouncing the United States 
for invading the Lebanon. 

« ,»i£vo ■ - ‘ • 

'So things turn and so I must turn to some work before 
folding up my beard Tonight's weather report mentions 
clearing, skies for Lyme and I hold the thought every place 
may be favored with a patch of blue befo.re long.....,,. 


Memorandum : . 

I reckon you must be as tired of hearing about rain 
as I am about reporting it. 

It was too wet for cotton picking this morning and 
I had aflock of slaves sent me in c 07i sequence • It was 
hoped the sun would come out by 8 or 9 o'clock so picking 
could be resumed in the afternoon. And, as hoped, the sun did come 
out but, as had not been hoped, it went under again by 
18 o'clock and by 18:15 it was pouring again. We'were lucky 
in that we got only a bout an inch. Between Bermuda &nd town, 
however, there was a 5 inch fall a nd cotton 3 a cks a ll »oer the Parish are 
‘ i n id aside until Monday, —if it doesn t rain between now and then. 

The Enterprise telephoned me to say the Telephone Company 
forever riminded one of a pre-debutante, a lways delighted a t the 
thought some boy friend might mention her name but always 
in a tizzy if the hope be realized. 

When J- scurried to the Post Office this morning, 1 saw 
who told me the Alexandria official from the phone company had 
appeared at the 3tore last night and hoped to see me but 
wa 3 told that was impossible but that 1 would be patient 
with the 'phone company if they would try t» do better in the 
future and give us better service. J. M, is a sight. 1 
reckon that .is the last I sh a ll hear from that quarter until 
I drop the name of the telephone again in a c-olumn. 

I was glad to h ve coffee along again this morning with 
Madam Regard. She was feeling pretty spry which delighted me, 
naturally. Again she spoke of little Miss Lee, saying she 
thought her the lovliest person she had ever known. 

I seemed to hj&lots to claim my attention this morning and 
I waited to getla lot done, including one slap at 
this keyboard, as I had promi 3Cd to get captions off 
to Cla Mae Word for the Plantation Primitive stationary. 

I dashed into the house between the time the postman mrmved 


I dashed into the house between the time the postman 
and departed, to knock off these bits of descriptive 


rial 
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Sunday, September Slat, 1958. 


When two Beaumont friends of Joe Henry appeared. 

T finally got rid of them a nd made the out-going mail to but 
but it ms nip and tuck. 

1 get a message from across the fence at IS, asking 
me to come over for dessert and coffee with Holly 
W a lmsley of Han Antonio whom Celeste hadpicked up in tern, 
aleng with Roberta Hue, mother of Frances Henry, and 
Juanita B. I made it at 22:30, a midsts the rain drops, 
chatted a half hour and w a s back here to do seme telephoning 
for a friend. J i 


The friend w a s L§ney Brown, whom I hadn t seen in 15 years. 
Loney is nil uncle of the same age as his nephew, Elam. He 
h a s been living in California for, 2*, these many years, and I 
was oelighted to pick up the threads of friendship again. 

There was a message from Oakland, too*, and quite 
unexpected, coming from Miss Sally, Jhe had reaa Cane River by way 
•f Canterbury, liked it and w a nted me to send a copy to Father 
Vroble s mam a who lives in Warsaw. I shall be glad to do so 
although I haven \t the slightest notion if that lady 
in Poland reads English with any f-cility. 

I’m at once a little puzzled and delighted with an 
out of seats on doings in the cape jessamine section, j guess 
it was last March, perhaps February, that brought some 
old rose bushes and a cape jessamine from an ancient mulatto 
it garden up the river, the ante bellum house having been 
torn down and a new one planned for the section of. the 
garden where these things flourished. I wasn t surprised when 
it put out only a n average number of blossoms n in May but I 
was astonished this afternoon when I discovered several beautiful 
big blossoms fully opened and scads of bu4a\hiaJi will 
probably not come into flower betfore the end of j the month. 

I am in lined to favor fhwers that bloom on schedule for a gardenia 
m the spring seems to be nicer th a n at any other time but I 

+ US l 8< MkW- P r * 3ent ' n * 3 are perfectly lovely and I like 
U see^tMfm nodding their heads with every tap of this keyborad in 
their la« here before me. 




i>» the banana leaves. Strange 
year of grace . 


Memorandum: 

,n . :f rain Saturday and three more today, but 

;s: ss nr*;#! " 

Orange as on the southwes co / Lake Charles, Louisiana is 

one comes to in Texas, af it’at the farthest north-easterly 

.».* °" arap ' 11 

slightly mixed up. 

^ate this afternoon 1 passed through the gourd garden 
and /.and things a 11 a/l.at exactly as it , ut 

through next Friday is rain. 

Because J. H. ran into water on the edge of town while 

r: WK/g r - 

s. ne df. 0 «..<.» Yh.l t ’T*. In' And in the 

par gram, —Ed Wynn. *.» *•?«.« to-.I *»• ft* 3 lfM 

7. iTr'fZrla'/g ^ “ 

accomplished artist and a bag to boot. 

I did mats it- in Urns t. hear g.tsrt rim lid» .n Kb. ths " oti * n 

W3S98*mBi»smu 

S ’ ta ’ln'spjU .J tl.s da pness, Uadam R ,gard i.ssn't 

r L!‘\ IS.'n' " " . i 8 " • .8 *4 4' • 
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Uenday , September SSnd, 1958, 


cemplain a beut her rehumatism oild 1 take it she is feeling 
much better fer altheugh she didn t try te make it te church, she 
is meseying abeut frem reem te reem with mere facility 
but preceed3 very slewly, nevertheless, 

I believe it was but aday er t we age x mentiened my 
admiratien fer Martin Luther King, *'r., and "aturally I . . 

was shecked en Saturday te learn he had been stabbed while autegraphmg 
beeks in a a arlem department stere, What a 
paradex that, even as in Israel and Tiidia, the leaders delng 
the mest fer 'their peeple sheuld be a tt abked by the very enes 
a rc trying mest te help, ‘ 

In reference te the current meeting ef Southern -'everner s in 
Lexingten, it seemed slightly ridiculeue te hear it stated 
that racial m. tiers in regard te s cheels weuld net 
be en the agenda. If students ef the telescepe planned 
a' cenventien te discuss 


ft 


they 


their intere3t8 and (pineunced 


nebedy weuld mentien the telescepe at Palemar, it 
weuldn't be mere silly. 

There was seme reference te the u everner ef Maryland 
and his eppestien te the deings ef the *everner Arkansas, Lhere 
weuld be twe peeple 1 sheuld enjey seeing -finish each ether eff. 
That statement, ef ceurse, is a little bread, fer 
I knew nething r .beut the merits e the arylnd u everner 
altheugh must cenfess his radie persenality firhgtened me 
when x heard him en ene ef the half heur-interview pregrams 
year er twe age But •>» the theery that "it 
takes a theif te catch a thief", perhaps the-“airyland 
Geverner can serve seme geed puprese after all, especial ly 
as regards the Ge erner ef n rk a nsas altheugh ■ L must say that at 
mement, rain er ne'rain, it leeks like the latter is beginning 
te realise he has jeckeyed himself inte 8emething ef 
a bex and preb a bly he will start b a ck-tracking befere the menth 
played eut. Surely, the silliest thing he has staged thus 
far is the vete te betaken by Little Beck citizens as te 
their preferences regarding 3cheel matters. After all, 
the Supreme ^#urt has ruled and what difference dees^it make 
hew the felks in that tewn- express themselves, 


the 


has 


My radie speaks ef ceel fair weather 
Ma the fairness especially persist . 


just te the nerth ef oyme 


Mcmerandumt 

The weather man was right, fer it did ran t%day but 
net in such terrential ameunts hs en Saturday and Sunday, 

The ferecast fer temerrew is fair te party cleudy with widely 
scattered .shewers tenight and lemerrew afterneen. Fair 
a nd rain seunds a li tie ce ndradictery but a fairly safe predictien 
anyway, „ 

At neen I was trying te get seme news threugh a 
curtain ef static and had just heard the dineuncer say 
that Sherman Adams weuld ge en the air this a ftemeen se 
it was ne surprise te learn tenight that he hadeffered 
his resignatien, But I get ne mere news as semebedy 
was tapping en my deer and the tapper turned eut te be 
Blythe whe had a ceuple ef P a hl King Rands friends with her, — 
gentlemen frem Uartefrd, Cennecticut, —ene wearing 
3hert britche^s and bright red 3hees which certainly screamed 
fer ihemselves, out, in spite ef their garb, the 
yeung men were very nice and A enjeyed their visit altheugh I 
theught the heur a curieus ene te call unanneunced and I must 
say that just by chance, t/jj* heuse never did appear te 
greater disadvantage, what with everything by 3ixes and 
sevens as 1 had prepared deing a big heiusecleaning and 
preparatiens, yeu will agree, fer such an undertaking can 
certainly make a shambles ef a place, 

>' -...-t -.o « im ' e- -i •Hi:.-, -.tv ft- ;• •• vy.b 

The incoming mail was scanty qs Monday mails a re 
inclin d te be. The enclesure isn t much but 
it i3 always nice hearing frem theCrescent City, 

I chanced te ead the letter befere 5 e'cleck 
a nd called Mr. Walker ef The Enterprise, telling him 
. Ia-- s' suggestien which Mr 
a iid.-said he jwruld send a ctpy 
te the newspaper fertUwith a- 
, r. • — * * — •. • 

He said he had been eut trying te sell a dab ef 
advertising and, marveleus te relate, had been successful 
tedfeSlMst* 7 ' him a1ld f 0r t,ie f* rcea Theater prise 

^ 0*3 * ^ I C i’. ') :i r 32 ' !>'- " •• C ^ i ’ It 4 - : ^ ^ l 

.lui-i m ■ “ i; ksjo , il; ts •- 


Walker theught a geed ene 
ef the CaneBiver Meme 




e 
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I. S. Willard telephoned me this afternoon and 
talked for n bout an hour. She concluded by saying 
she would telephone again tonight between 9 and 20. I 
must confess I don't know much she was taL king „ bout since 
I was wool gathering on half a dozen projects I have in 
mind if it stops raining for half a day on the morrow and 
I could lay out quite a few mental plans as she 
paused, hesitated for words, re-constructedd her sentences 
and so on. I believe most of the things 3he had to tell 
concerned her recent doings in Baton Rouge and flew Orleans, 
not to.mention o tr p to Washington and so on. I think 
she is one of the kindest people one i3 likely to meet but 
she is forever going off at such unexpected tangents, 
as the no bath tubs in Washginton that turned out to be Malta, 
that James mentioned in connection with one of her 
evenings in Toulouse Street. I think it is only 
little after 9 now and I shall make it a point 
to splash through a hot bath and draped out in an arm¬ 
chair tonight before her call comes through so that 
I may flirt with sleep if the conversation rambles on 
too endlessly. 

— — t • * 

One point she made that interested me, however, had 
to do with .some tenants on her plantation who hadn t paid any 
taxes in a couple of years. She said that before aL 1 this 
racial rumpus started they were so nice but now she finds 
them hardening in their attitude, toward her as o representative 
of the white race. She asked me f if I had notice 
any such changes. I said 1 hadn t although it seemed to 
me that it was a bout time for some manifestation of resentment 
against high handed white -hill billy doing3 and that I 
expected we might as well take it as a matter o course that 
either she, •fames or I,, or perhaps all three of us might 
well be the first to be bumped off since ■usually it 
is the kindly disposed who generally have to bear the 
stigma in behalf of those who have been more disagreeable to 
our neighbors tf\an the followers of the Arkansas 
Governor and such papers as those published in Shreveport. 

And speaking of the influence of the latter, in part, at least, 
I heard over the °hreveport radio tonight that a whole flock 
of Ch rches, —this is incredible, tco, —churches in the 
hill neighborhoods of small towns near Shreveport, are 
holding special services this week to pray for the success 
if the people in u ittle n ock who are fighting to 
retain white exclusiveness in schools. Lordy, Lord, 
how 3 illy can people get, and in the name of religion . 


Tuesday, September 23rd, 1958. 


Memorandum: m 

• i -j . r u • 

Today the tune is different, and 1 find it difficult 
to believe, but it redly didn t rain, —not at this 
bend of the river at least. 

But while skie3 were all blue and gold, the cotton rows 
were dL 1 water and mud and so x got a flock of slaves to 
assist me iji patching up places where recent inundations had 
explosed sub-surface water pipes and such dull business. I 
de voted quite a lot of time, to.o, in trying to save 
some of the pretti.er larger gourds which, thanks to the 
endless humidity, were beginning to give way at the saams. A good 
bath in soap sudes, fellwing, the removal by knife blade of the fungus 
growth on so many of them, followed by a drying process that 
is still in the nature of a trick, waxing some and shellacing 
others and so the day played out without any interruptions 
and giving my downy couch a particular y 
n ppealing look from where I sit. 

I have been as impressed as •'ones about the absence 
of news concerning the Vice President of late and last night the 
impress ion was underling&ed when, o f-ter so many eeks of 
not hearing his name mentioned, he —oe quoted on the radio at 
some length about his high regard for Sherman Adams. I shall 
write James that 1 am under the impression the Madison*venue boys 
may have felt, as public pulse takers, that Mr. Mixon would 
be well advised tof ode out of the picture for a year so 
they may have the novelty of.newness in his person when it 
gomes to dustying him off for the Presidential oojo P%Lf/ n a 
couple of years hence. I suppose there is nappy point between 

the extremes of being unknown, as was Stephenson in ix his first 
Presidential campaign and being so "over-known", as was 
the case of Winston Chruchill in 1945 when the public apparently 
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vttes fer same ether name simply because they were 
tired momentarily ef having heard se much about the 
m a n who had just saved them during the preceeing 5 years, 

The enclosed c ipping indicates^iss Mermen is 
doing business in flew Orleans, I get the clipping from Celeste, I 
a m a little surprised I didn't get it frem °ames, if, as he says, 
he reads the papers frevy cover te cover but I think his 
notion ef reading a centempeary newspaper i3 perhaps gjancing 
at it without actually going much into the printed matter fer 
I believe he reserves that concentration fer aicient newspapers, 

This morning's radio announced that the A, J, X»dgc3 industries 
had just brought in a big oil well in the Northeastern 
center of Matchitoohes iarisjt, a>^d this, according te the 
report, was the IS or 84th, i forget which, that Hedges 
/ias breught in within the year, Hew illustrative ef 
the' eld adage that "him what has, gits", f believe 
his fertunc is basecprimarily en lumber but 
1 suppese it dees ne harm te h c ve a few dozen eil wells 
tessed in fer geed measure, 

l witnessed an e xcellent , example ef news slanting tenight 
when x tuned in en Bhrevepert s Celumbi a affiliate te learn what 
Chairman Butler ef the Democratic ^arty had had te 
say by way ef ce untering yesterday 's remarks ef Gherman Adams, 

The Shrevepert station, --a 50,®0® watt affair, wrapped the whele thing 
up in a single sentence, —"Chairman Butler had replied 
te Gherman Adam3, —and that was all* Of ceurse 1 caught up 
with what Mr, Butler really had te say inthe Lewell Themas, 

Mergan Beatty, Edward Murrew acceunts ef the debugs, 

«•<>" n Wv »*' ' o 9 \ et i ’ v ' *»<S 

Tenight L. heard Mr, McGween, running fer the George Leng 
vacated Ce ngress, give a ene minute pelitical appial. 

He has him Mmeo-eut in the s trengest weirds in faver ef lily white 
schools, Teakvl, supperte by l?ong, has said nothing but 
smiled, and said, he believe in larger eld age pensiens.l 
There something a bout this Satu day electien that suggests 
the gener 1 p engres3ienal electien in November, — 
while M should like te see the Hepublican lese, 1 hate seeing 
peeple like Seanter Eastland, fer example, get mere pewer in 
their Cengressienal chairmanships . 
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Wednesday, Setpember 84th, 1958, 


Memerandum : 

Marvelous te relate, —but x had better pause befere 
saying it to knock en weed, --we have had an ether 
day w theut rain and tenight the meen in a cleudless 
sky is marveleus, 

Everyene in tewn is complaining a beut mildew ceming 

threugh the paint and varnish en chairs and weedwerk and that 

lady ecter, named Talley, frem Hew Orleans, drepped 

in te see me this afterneen and she breught up a cemplaint 

that, in a way was unexpected, and quite unlike anything 

I had heard cemplained a beut in this area. She said 

the humidity in flew Orleans had been se trying ever such 

a prelonged peried that her 10 year eld sen, er however eld he 

is, was gravely werried ^beut the effects ef se much 

dampness en his many pet snakes, all ef which he had 

moved into the comparatively arid atmeepher ef 

their* giving reem which luttered up the place appreciably. 

It isn t quite clear te me why tne pens are brought into 
the house since the snakes are permitted te wander about at 
will anyway but perhaps the pr sence ef their houses ill 
theapartment makes it seem mere heme-like fer the snakes 
as they view the scene from their x vantage point 
ef chair or sofa. Yen can see readily enough that 
humidity in Louisiana certainly presents its problems. 

Ora telephoned tenight te tell me she had se much 
enjoyed an article in the current issue ef S n turday Evening 
Pest, —an article frem the pen ef Edith Hamilton 
I believe the store su scribes to The Pest and I shall 
leek it up forthwith, 

And speaking ef Miss Hamilton, I was reminded 
ef Madam Marco's remark t'hqt I was mixed up in my writing ,— 
a fact which Miss Hamilton s letter in today's 
pest seems te verify, I had written her, a sking fer a 
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list of her works she thought she would like 
see in recordings, I explained that since 
Way i3 available in Braille only, I should 
to recommend it as at least one of the titl 
Books and I sent her a letter from '-The Stat 
Baton Rouge, saying they r egretted nothing 
been recorded except a Mythology and TheEch 
reading this correspondence, Miss Hamilton, 
express her pleasure that I am x enjoying 
Braille gives me quite a jolt and easily co 
how right ^adam Marco musVj be, 

I was glad to see Mrs. C$§mbs looking 
her across the fence at the coffee hour thi 
was much talk a bout re-organization doings 
throughout the State where funds seem to ha 
so far as the admininstr tion of funds is c 


to 

The Creek 
like 

es for Tal king 
e library of 
else had 
o of Greece. On 
in writing to 
her things in 
nfirms 


so well when I found 
s morning. There 
in the Welfare Department 
ve been cut sharply 
oncerned. 


Celeste mentioned that one of her friends in town 
had asked her servant how it was she had got a 
telephone me.ssage so mixed up and was told it was 
because she was "mis-confused " at the time, I 
find that quite a nice word and must pass it along to °ames. 

For a person who prob a bly has never been to school, such a word 
seems so logical and adequate, I heard an unexpected 
wo d creation this morning on the radio from a HewOr'leans 
station. The announcer was giving Crescent City news and 
stated that last night a group belong to some society 
had gathered at some place or other for a two hour meeting, 
at the conclusion of which they"dis-assembled", 3ome going to 
the theatre, others to dine, 

• 

Cousin Emmet and his Citizens Coucil yesterday petitioned 
Governor Long to declare Friday of this week a school holiday , 
calling it Little Rock Day, in order that by absenting themselves 
from school all students and teachers could therebye express 
the r sympathy for the policy the Ct ue rnor of Arkansas 
is trying to carry out. With the aa run-off primary 
elections being held o.n Satu day of this week, you may 
be sure the Governor will do nothing of the kind since 
itwould be the height of folly to get something started that 
might confuse the colored vote on wliich he is leaning very heavily 
to win the Teaklc Congressional seat for his organization, 
which needs all the colored and all the hill billy votes it 
can muster. I wish Cousin Emmet and his friends would go 
an sit on a tack,..,,,. 


Thursda , September 25th, 1958, 


Memorandum : 

I am sending this by air merely to let you have 
the news, via.James, that Carolyn op par anti y is going 
to be in Manhattan for a day or two. My guess is 
that you will not hear from her but I think 
it is nice to know that she is to be about for a day or two 
so that you would not be surprised if you should 
bump into her on the street or some>.such, 

I must say it seems a little odd she didn't mention 
the impending trip when I,saw her briefly last 
Friday. Perhaps she hadn t contemplated the 
'trip at that time. It was my understanding she was to 
spend Saturday in BatonRouge and thence to Hew rleans 
on Sunday or Monday. From James' letter, she was there 
on Monday and would have done better if she had dropped 
me a card telling me of her plans but that is but one 
person's opinion. 

1 assume that the prospectus with which I helped her 
the last time before when she passed this way may have been 
for the Ford Foundation although it was my understanding a.t 
the rime that it was. for some gas company. 

Be that as it may, 0 rne3 apparantly thought I 
might knowojtout impending doings or he would have cautioned 
confidence, and surely Carolyn knew he would undoubtedly 
tell me what she told him of her plans 

One thing is certain, we are bound to take our friends as we fine 
them for attempting to do them over would 
automatically disolve the friendship. We can 
regret, however, that some of them are such poor hands 
■\atdropping an occasional card, as Helen, Madam Ramsey 
and others have remarked to me on occasion and this 

• inor mi's v 


/ 
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Fridayi September 26th, 1958. 


seems to be a case in point 


On the ueather front, it is pie asai t t» report the 
miracle of a second day in a row of sunshine but tonight 


the moon is wading through 
clouds and one is inclined 


some ominous looking 
to believe that the prediction 


for rai n on the morrow may be realised. 

I can't recall if T mentioned in last night's 
memo anything concerning R. E. A. I 3hall run the 
risk of repeating myself by saying that since the new 
regime took,over, operating expenses have risen 1 00 per 
cent. Already the hill billies who ousted J. H. 
are cimplaining that the new management is not giving 
them the bonus that was promised and they have, in fact, been 
told by the netp powers, disdaining the fine promises, 
that there isn t any money for bonuses. The grumbling is already 
impressive but-, having voted in a new regime, they find themselves 
saddled with it for at least a twelve month period and they 
can like it'or not, since it is of their own stupid making, 

o » ; »• v 

Several people who are associated with J. d, in 
day today work have remarked that he has been inclined to be 
a little jumpy, has been, in fact, ever since the 
R. E, A. ouster although one seeing him as briefly as I 
do every day would not notice it, 

apparently he has a bit of a fan ily rumpus going on 
at the moment and that may contribute to his nervousness, 

Celeste told me day before yesterday that he told her 

he had had a letter from Sister in pursuance of her intention 

to participate in this year'3 pilgrimage. Celeste told 

me over the coffee cups this morning that he had remarked to her 

that he had written Sister that he would not be at home the 

Sunda of the pilgrimage as the inauguration of 

the new State Library is scheduled fox October,18th and 

as a member of the board, he must be present. Whether 

this, intended to discourage Sister from coming will 

serve to that end or whether it will provide her with 

an opening where she could the more easily throw monkey - 

wreches into the doings, only time will tell,. 

And so things turn and so I fold up for 
the moment ...... 


Memorandum: 

The .hour is 9 p.m., and I write without bothering 
to turn on a ny lights, for outside it seems almost like day. 
i reckon the moon must be about full tonight\for the sun d a 
, 7 nd the hedge of ribbon grass surrounding it shimmers to vast 
advantage, as viewed from the picture window here by my desk 
whence 1 view the scene. 

From here, there and yonder, thc.raqio will probably 
be reporting election returns tomorrow nigh a long a bout 
this time but as I believe I know most of the results even 
before a y »f the ballots are cast, 1 am not looking forward 
to listening to the final results with much curiosity. 

On the morrow, the 8th Louisiana Congressional District wherein 
I dwell, will h n ve the polls openfrom 6 a.m. until 8 p.m. so 
the voters can decide if they want Te a kle or McSween McSween 
appears to be by far the better man and I think they will 
select the Long backed Teakle. 

In Little dock, the people will vote tomorrow on whether to 
intecrate or not. They will vote not to integrate, I suppose, but 
since that decision apparently has no legal status, the whole business 
appears pointless, T-the casting of the ballots, —except 
for more shadow boxing on the. part of the 6r vernor. 

And already over seas'France is starting on the voting that 
will culminate on Sunday's metropolitan France and the vote will 
he in favor of the new Constitution, I suppose, since it appears 
to be a case of Constitution or chaos so that while the majority 
miqht not be too crazy about theConstitution, surely none of 
the aforesaid majority would prefer the aforesaid chaos. 











From the FRANCOIS HlGNON PAPERS, #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


me 


9482 

V 


mi e 


9483 


a • i ,*'- » . •' 


■it was pleasant to find M adan R-gard on the gallery 
$f the house across the fence when I dropped by there for 
a cup of coffee. She seems alittle more spry, moves a 
little easier although her mental processes are 
still a bit laggardly. A couple of days hack she told 
me Father Wroble s birthday was on Friday, the Both of this month, and, 
of course there'is no such conjunction in the September 
calendar this year. I had telephoned Father rirohle on the 25th 
and learned his natal day is on Sunday, the 28 th. This morning the 

• poor lady told me • she had been mistaken the other day 

about the birthday and that in reality is was on Saturday, the 27th. 

Of course such matters aren't of the slightest importance 
but they do suggest straws in the wind, perhaps,[. 

. !: • 0 s < :u 

a was interested tonight when the Columbia program 
out of Hew York, —The t orld Tonight, —called in 
the KWKH Shreveport affiliate for a report on the 
sbhool holiday that was declared in 18 of the Jlorth 
Louisiana Parishes, aa a moral gesture of support to 
Governor of Arkansas. A map of Louisiana showing 
thes Parishes in sharp relief would give a pretty true 
cmncept of the concentrate racial antipathies for 
.Horth Louisiana, of course, i3 hill billy in greater 
concentration than the balance of the State although by 
that statement I do not mean toinfer that other sections 
of the State is entirely free from racial prejudices. 

' ' i: The artist came te see me today. She seemed to 

have lbts of gossip, all of which was in preparation for 
a request for a loan. She mentioned ten dolla-s as a possibility 
but finally compromised for 45 cents. ,The truth is that she 
already owes me for too many pictures and although she is painting 
for Dr TaL ley at a great rate, — Dr. Talley showing me some of the 
creati:ns when here the other day, but the artist is too 
intent on getting cas at the moment to botherabout catching up 
•u merchandise she owes me and so I thought this bit of 
financial ressure, or absence of things financial might inspire 
her a little to toss off a canvas or two for me. And speaking of 
Hunter creations, A find it inzere ing that Mesdames Kent 
a .,d Word don’t seem capable of writing letters these 
days. I asked them over a week ago to give me a tentative date 

M.hZiMnmmv a gsnv tim wtafoi. «, 

heads the Manhattan caravan in which Miss Ramsey is traveling . 


Sunday, Sept. 28th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

And so the post rider, being a i hour ahead of time 
on 3atv. day, had come and gone before I . 
moseyed to the Post Office, hence two memos in this out-going 
mail of the morrow. 

To my delight, I was wrong in my prediction that 
Governor Long's hand picked candidate, Mr. Teekle, would 
win'the Congressional; seat at stake in Saturday s 
Primary. Everyone else seems to be as surprised and 
delighted as I, —everyone else T k,\ w, but a lot of people 
X don’t know aren’t so enchanted. And the reason f or this is clear enoug> 
ji fj. tells me that last week the Lr .y?r:i:r called all the 
people on the Spate’s payroll, —and there are scads of them, 
livinj in the half d ozen parishes that we were to go to the polls. 

He told all of them that unless they got busy and got enough 
‘votes to'elect his candidate in their respective wards, he 
would cut all •/ them off the State rolls. Well', even 
Long's own P irish'failed to support his candidate and 
the Governor must be in a fury and undoubtedl will carry 
out his threat. 

P rhaps this is only atemporary set-b a ck for the 
Governor but even so it is a very serious one and moyy 
perhaps cook his goose so far as any slight of xr hand 
trichs he may have up his sleeve for future political power. 

He could scarcely squeeze through a majority of one vote in 
the ast Legislature aiid new, with this defeat, he probably 
couldn't g o majority on a.iy point exce,t, possibly, the 
closing of the schools if such a bill should come up. 

As one casts about for the reason for his loss of grip on the 
electorate, it would appear that he has succeeded in making 
everybody^ mad, which is quite a trick in itself. It is also 
felt that Hn spite of the hill billy crudeness hewas 
playing upt to, the majority of the people resented 
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Monday, September 89tU, 1958, 


his gauche m-nners during his speeches, calling the 
ether candidate a little squirt and so on. I shall send some # 
o i' the campaign literature along under sepa ate cover. It isn t 
worth looking at except the letter --the form one, which 
he rigged up to make his titje of Gov. fter his njme, look 
like God. Surely that was pushing "the Divine right of Kings 

lltt There mere one or two letters of interest which I shall 
enclose. It would appear Helen will be in Hew York at 
the same time Carolyn is but neither will know the other is there. 

« . t 

.is James points out,,what a trip to contemplate by car, to 
Hew York and b z ck for a mere two day visit. No wonder the Bucket Girl 
h s scant time~for the amenities. I marvel she has time to 
keep herself alive. 

Cur weather, after much-low clouds all Sat day, took • ' 
a turn for the beyter last nigtrt then he sties cle red 
revc ling a marvelous moon. .The t erm meter dipped to the upper 
50's and it Wa* clear r.id c ol all day today. 

About 6’o' loch this morningone of my negro friends from 
L"ttle Biuer brought me a surprise gift in the person of a 
grand racoon, a bout half grown. a e had caught it in tl 
woods a couple of months b z ck and taken it home end tamed it. 

The training must have been effecient or along lines that pl-ased the 
rac on for every time a paste bo^rd box would be placed on 
the gallery, the racoon would run nd cimb nto it, and 
give tue i ression he was going to sleep and would remain 
ther s e, silent a nd r elaxed until called out. I thanked 
the'bey, Clyde Anthony, but said I would ppreciate it 
if he would keep,the p t for me a Little longer , 

for I think I sh 11 .h ve ample uc look after in preparing for 
an rece ivil'.g Pilgrims during the coming m nths without getting en¬ 
tangl'd with a racoon that gets into everything. 

I talked for a few moments with Ora today. She 1 
mentioned the October McCalls has Album reproduced ,— 

Mrs. Roosevelt's, covering m : ny a heretofore uncovered pictorial 

item in her career. Perhaps you see McCalls anyway but 

I thought ± would mention it in case you haven t 

noticed the Gcto>er *;ie . It was the Saturday Evening Post, 

dated September 27th, which carries the article' by Mxxx 

Edith Hamilton How many things there are to read nd iscuss . 


Memorandum: 

Such a lovely .day, all sunny and cool and such 
q, beautiful nighty all starry and cooler, with 
„ promise of the moon a little later. 

The campaign literature, bearing the signature 
of Earl K. Long, God, is enclosed. You may judto. for yourself 
if my secretaries, —and everybody else, were wrong in reading 
it as Cousin Earl obviously intended it, not Gov. but God 
I see no point in ore serving the pictures of the gentlemen 
accompanying the ballyhoo but I would suggest 
that the signature might be preserved as a fine example 
of Long political chicanery in attempting to mislead the 
untutored electorate. 

Jr. * • i-- •* - ... '..l 

I got quite a bit of physical exerciee this afternoon 
wh n, at noon, the artist tapped on my door while I 
was trying to g et some news, reporting that somebody's 
hogs were routing up Guernsey lily, bulbs. They 
certainly were and I chased fihem out and sent for their 
owner. Cousin Lug, who sent her husband,, p'temite., to 
round then up and take them home. He did just that and 
by 3:30 they we e all back in force., —the hogs, not 
Cousin Lug and husband, aJid again I instituted the chase. 

As soon as the moon is up, I suppose I shall find them 
„gain for pecanes are beginning to drop and everyone 
turns out his hogs at first, dark tp let them fatten 
pecanes, calling them home before dawn. This 
goes on in spite of J. H.'s warnings until finally 
he shoots one of the animals and only then do the owners 
begum leaping them shut up day and night. 

J. H. left at 4 this morning by car for New Orleans 
whence he mil fly to Georgia on pecane business, returning 
tomorrow. He astonished me this week end when he wrote 
to Sister, inviting tier and the family to spend the 
pilgrimage week end, here. Naturally Celeste hit the 
ceiling when he gave her a copy of the letter. I"oould 
for once ap prea.iate .her feelings. It must be hard for *'« * 


I 
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j, h., finding himself caught between cress currents in 

the wishes of. his wife and sister in this mutter, as / see it, 

both ladies have rights and, accordingly, both have responsibilities, 

but while Celeste does assume both in regard to Pilgrimage, Bister 

is orntent to exert only the rights and the potentials •/ 

a dre idful rumpus, should she g t hold of bottle, can well be imagined. 

It affords me no pleasure to include a paragraph concerning 
the merchant-planter but a do sc in order to keep the record straight. 

One day last j eek, following the prolonged rains, he was 
on the store gallery when th day began, directing t e beginning 
cf the 'iiy's w rk. Willie Brown, jbeut 20 with the mind of a 
child of 5 or 6, but withal huge, started up the road with his cotton 
sack although he had been told to go to a patch down the road.. The 
boy who had* been picking the day before on a patch belonging to 
Alphonse, said he was going b a ck and pick there and, for his boldness 
received a cuff o.nd. a kick, surprising /i.llie and shocking all 
the rest of the p ople about. This is the second time in a year 
something like this has happened and is the more shocking because 
the merchant-planter has such unusual self control. Sam eace 
remarked that he is, as he grows older, getting more like 
his p pa. With all the cares he has plways had to shoulder, it 
is emark a ble that such flares haven h been more to the fore but 
in spite of that rc ns ider t ion, one cannot help regretting a single 
man ifestation. 

I can't think just why but, somehow I expected at least 
some of the c ommen.tators, especidly E.Roseee M. to do a little 
more about the Preach election, bringing forth the 5 th 
Republic. I thought at least that David, Schoenbrun would be 
called in from Paris to give a spedi interpretation 
about the colonial vote. What little that was reported 
sounded understandable enough except ; in the Algerian sector 
where, in view of all the scuffling going on in that 
region for the past several years, it strikes me as sounding 
a bit odd if not, indeed, fishy, that 95 percent of the 
votes should have, been cast in fjvtr of the new Constitution 
when already a Government in Exil'e■ is-s:id to be set up in Cairo 
t,r some such place. Possibly all opposing the Ginstitution 
obstained from vpting, — understandable enough, —although 
pointless in a Cj.se such as this unless t e rebels hope to make 
the aff rmative vote look cock-eyed, as it certainly■ does. 

The letter from Elizabeth Kent, in response to my note 
of a week ago, asking for some precise date so I might adjust 
Cane River M e mo composition accordingly, enlightens me not 
n t all except, to confirm the fact that Mesdames Word and Kent 
even as aether lady of our.acqua ntance, really does need 
some prodding on occasion, 


Tuesday, September 30 th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

The weather is as frolicsome as Spring. 

It sprinkled much today and the thermometer went up to 85. 

It's in that neighborhood tonight but will sag to a bout 
50 before morning, according to forecast. The consequence 
is that our warm flow of air from the Gulf is buffeting 
cold mass up Arkansas way and the static is such that I 
could hear mighty little of the news broadcasts tonight. 

Mrs. Walker called this morning, asking if she might 
bring Anne Perkins down this afternoon. She might. She 
„lso brought her young son with her. I found Anne a 
very pretty girl and very pleasant. She is totally blind and 
so, of course, we did a 'lot of talking a bout recorded boohs. 

It will surprise you not at all that her favorite reader is 
Alexander Scourby. 

Mrs. Walker brought along the manuscript for the 
Cane River Memo of next week, probably about October 9th, 
called Red Caps and Black Coffins, and we ran through it together. 

The boy was playing around the big pot near the gate and 
came running in to announce two men were on the gallery 
to see me. One was a Mr. Looney of Beaumont, a friend of woe Henry 
and we shook hands. I tur ed to the other man who hadn t announced 
himself and shook his hand. In a minute or so, it turned out that 
the other man was Dan. Why he shouldn't have identified himself 
and introduced Mr. Looney whom he had brought, cannot imagine. 

, ■ r* A't ' ^' ! 

I left the ladies and gave Mr. Looney a little tour and Dan 
detached himself from us and went on his way. A while later, 
after bidding the man goodbye at the gate, x hurried b c ck to 
Yucca i-id was surprised to find a pile of bricks on the inside of 
the gate. Th ■ boy had come to meet me and j asfred him where he 
hjd found all the bricks. He pointed out that he had taken 
them up from the ground where they have so Hong formed an apron 
at the approaches to each side of the gate. I'll try to get 


t • 







but there's ho great loss without some small gain and while 
I was provoked about the bricks, I was delighted that Mrs. Welker 
had brought some cleaning fluid and cleaned the type of 
this.machine for me . 

Today's post was.long on advertisements.and short on 
correspondence although there does seem to be a cardin long 
h a nd from Bootsie (lay from Denver but 1 shall get around 
to exploring the contents of that brief message at some 
subsequent sitting. It's odd how that bag responds to an 
impulse to drop me a line every once in a while. 

For the first time in se eral months, I tuned in on WHO, Des Moines, 
last night. That's a station that fcils to come through with 
a ny clarity when the days ace long. I reckon from now until about 
Maxell I shall he able to get it again nightly, last night three 
business men of Des Moines, two apparantly white, the other colored, 
were discussing racial matters and I was so happy to think 
that through the medium of radio, such talks can be so readily 
drawn out of the air w ves by people living below the.Mason-Dixon 
Line. What an advantage for people living down this way, as opposed 
to those living here a hundred years earlier when it must have 
been fairly difficult to get viewpoints from other sections of 
the country except by the painfully slow medium of the press in 
the 1850's. I am quite sure the Governor of Arkansas, if 
tuned in on the program, must have had a spa3m in chocking the 
thing. But the Law of averages must h~ve made it inevitable that 
at least some people in Arkansas must have heard it and it must 
have had a very de s ire a ble eff ct on such listeners, if no more than 
.the opportunity to. hear the opinions of others, differing from their 
own, when things are so by sixes and sevens m tha.t State. 

A clatter of .thunder a secend ago appears to have 
announced the arrival of the rains and the tatoo now 
sounding from the broad surfaces of the banana leaves 
tells, among other things, that many a little planter ■ 
in thisarea, already bereft of half his crop, will now 
probably lose not only the balance but his acres and 
lucky is he who 'has .pecanes to fall back on as the increased 
„oreage for more pecanes to be planted on drops into his lap.. 

&rm t bm$j a iR a mm l tiU oi in“bii Awliw wit,i the 


emoranaum• 

How very thoughtful and how very kind of you to 
take time out when so busy as you are to pen 
me a line on Monday night regarding the 
surprise appearance of the Rocket Girl in town. 

In the same post cane a letter which I addressed to Carolyn a 
couple of weeks ago. It was registered because it contained 
her commission on a sale of primitives to Martin, and 
as I believe in getting her commission to her rpomptly, I 
sent it forthwith. I asked her if she had received it when 
she paused here momentarily a week or two ago on Friday but 
she said she had not. From the looks of the envelope, it 
h 2 d gone to Marshall, .s directed, where it had not found her, 
n nd then had been forwarded to flew Orleans where it had not 
found her and then had been returned to the sender. I shall 
enclose the unopened letter in a new envelope and send it as 
ord nary mail if ~nd when I he r she has touched some pin ce long enc 
to rece ve regal r mail. 

Since posting your letter to me, I he.ve no doubt you may have 
received an- ir mail letter, from me, posted last week end, perhaps 
on Frida. 1 which goes to suggest from its enclosure that 
the Rocket Girl was mistaken in supposing I did not 
know n hout her jaunt to Manhattan. 

This whole week end business strikingly demonstrates my own old 
fashioned concept of a fitness of things since it would never 
occur to me to contact some mutual friend in a far away city, had 
I not bothered to inform the friend through whom 1 met the other 
of my intention to make 3uch a trip and to cont a ct the aforesaid 
mutu a l friend. I think you will agree that it is not a 
characteristic of mine to place any springs on any of my friends 
but that does not imply that I, myself, am not 

guided by n code of ethics which may be of importance only to me but 
which, nevertheless, is a matter of importance to me whether 
I- or others are maintaining or breaking it. 


\ 
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On the weather front, it is cold, with r ° st 
oredicted as far south for tonight as Kentucky and Cennessee . 

Here it will probably be in the mid 40's. Our rain last night 
reached the inch and a half nark on the gage. Clouds and 
a chill wind got the thermometer up to 50 this afternoon. 

It seemed a little futile but the cotton picker trie d their 
hands at gathering lint but succeeded only in getting 
their feet bogged down in mud. 

Celeste had a letter from Sister who said she would be down 
on Friday, --supposedly to celebrate a. M. s firthday. I 
foresee f.reworks attendant, upon that visit for I believe Celes e 
when she says she will tell her that pilgrimage week end will he 
too busy to entertain the family, —and at the lid will probably 

fly off. 

I was glad to hear the analysis of the new Constituttion 
of the Fifth Republic tonight by David Sdhoenbrun onthe E.Roseoe 
- program. It appears to be on extraordinary document. I thought 

tne Schoenbrun example was to the point, to wit, tha» it 
is a strange animal made up of a bead like that oj the 
presidency of the United States, the body like that 
" 0 e the British Parlembnt a nd the forked tail of _-ny Dictatorship. 
Although he didn't say so, it struck me from his account 
of 'the document that in the end, we might witness the spectacle 
of the tail waggmg the body of the animal but ‘time will 
tell on that score. 

in his word for today, Mr. ifurrow quoted a line from 
Andre 'alraux which I had not heard before, referring to 
tne present Prime Minister's withdrawal from French 
politics in 1949 when, as Kalraux is luoted, — he led „ 

the nation to the Rubicon and then told them all to go fishing. 

reed a p ge or two l^.st night from *'illia m long's 
of the Forest" or seme such title. It's a 


"Wings of 

beautifully study, as 


„ the title suggests, of our feathered friends, 
and WnS puli shed, I believe, alongabout 19 03 or some such. 

After"hearing the n me of Long so constantly of late in 
unpleasant political chicaneries, i- is pleasant to 
associate the name 'ixt this moment with a naturalist of 
distinction or to recall that there were c Jso other 
Longs than the Louisiana ones, s ch as theCeorgia one 
)h o disc" vered the uses of ether as an an sthetic and tne Dr. Long 
of flatcnes whose wife became "Grandmother of Texas.". 

The Enterprise called today to ask if the forthcoming 
Ci. e River Memo, —Red Caps and Black Coffins, instead of 
CnneRiver by way of Canterbury might be used as souvenir 
pamphlets for Pilgrimage time and 1 said I didn t care either way.. 


v 


Thursdg, October Snd, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

I was at t he Post Office this morning when the mail 
arrived and Celeste who got hers just before I got mine 
exclaimed that there was an envelope fro Mu dam Regard 
from little Miss Lee. I reckon I shall hear more 
n bout that on the morrow. 

• 

r.nd speaking of the morrow, I am beginning to feel 
just like a rt^dio c ommentatorforever telling you not what hus 
h ppened but ghat is going to happen. 

A case in point is a mix up t(day in t m rrow's 
■ regram. C '•men had a rranged for movie people, under 
the a’.scsiices of the telephone company, —of 11 sponsors, 
to shoot Melrose in the morning. Thelma somehow put her finger 
in t he pie and 3aid it would be better in t he afternoon but 
Carmen allowed as how it wouldn't, what withSister scheduled 
to appear here in the i fternoon, and so I suppose we shall be 
h-vmg movies m the morning and Wenks m the afternoon and 
hut ought ..o present q ite an opportun ty for all sort of things 

Today's incoming post was light, probably meaning I shall 
have a double dip on the morrow. I liked the 
names of James' friens from 40 Acres, especial ly Satin. 

Of all the n^mes one might "study up" for the military, j 

suppose a bout the last to occur to any one would be 

Sergent Satin but I am thinking of the male 

section of the Army and in the women's section I 

suppose th^t sooner or later it will be inevitable 

that we encounter someone like Colonel Crepe-de-Chine. Smile. 

Our weather continues dour with an occasional 


»-v 
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Friday, October 3rd, 1958, 


sprinkle to make it seem even more chilly, I know not 
jU-t a nte bellum belles wore for underpinning but the 
hostesses this year should ce tain'ly begin looking 
up their red flannel's if iter- week's atmospheric conditions 
resemble this week's, 

I went after the African House in abig way today, 
giving it a thorough cleaning, and that was a job. 

The most arduous chore was removing the big earth 

pots in each of the four upper windows, taking them down 

stairs and emptying them and filling tltem ago.in 

with fresh Giant's Eeard I suppose they don t weight more 

than 50 or 60 pounds a piece but when filled, they seem to 

weight twice that much whi-h makes it something of a 

trick elevating them z bove one's head to get them on the proper 

wi..dowsilll w n hove the stairway where t ere is 

li ftle place for one to get c foot hold, 

Toosie, —Madam Millspaugh, was at a card 
party across the fence on Monday night. On ■‘■uesday Celeste 
said Toosie had so much admired the gourds on the buffet 
and said she knew -l would make Toosie very happy if sent her i 
I said T should be enchanted to do so and muc cast 
n bout to see how I could get them to her, assuming 
of course tha\Celeste would say th^t since she goes to town 
e^very day and generally s tops by the drug store, sue 
would be delighted. &ut she Su id nothing of the sort, 
which seems'o' little odd. nut fortunately 1 wcs planning to se< 
Knipmeyers today and they are always perfectly lovely about 
doing errands for me and so a was ble to get the 
p ctage to to rn alright 

It seemed,to me th^t Thelma was a little out of line 
this morning when she telephoned me to give her a heap of 
information about making a plate for the Lemee House when 
I told her 1 - was already engaged in such a project. But 
I g a ve her the inf or nation a y way and even vent 
furt.er and su jested a design for the memorial plate the 
college will _ et out for its ?5 anniversary. T must 
drop a note to Edwards to get them lined up in this business, 

And so things turn and so a must get to work. Do hope 
the night labors at Lyme may swiftly come to an end . 


Memorandum : 

I'm humming a tune which is accompanied. by 
unsung words, running something like 

"How nice, how nice, how ni^e, how noble and how nice 


And tfye reason for this sudden b rst into song, of course 
is the letter of Wednesday from Lyme in today's post, 

Hat rally I am delighted o know tiow things went on 

"Tuesday. At the same time, however, I deplore the 

terrific hours to which nobody should be subjected. Hoble, it was, 

of little Miss Lee to take pen in hand but Lordy Lordy, if 

only rest could have been taken in its place. 

Until your letter arrived, I had not been sure 
that it was Ola M a e who was the partner in this j a unt. 

I am so glad you had an opportunity to meet her for now 
another name is added to the portraits already sketched 
in by memo and you h z ve a clearer iapression of 
the people who are likely to figure in one or another 
memo of he future. 


I have never seen the blue costume you menti ned 
as becoming the Socket irl so nicely. I- hope she is letting 
her hair remain on the gray side and not giving it the black c 
white rinse 1 thought detected a yeo.r ago. 


It was so good of you to mention your little outing 
~nd it all sounded so gay and especially the final perfumed 
napery. What a pity you had to return to the loom. 


As for what may be cooking in Boston, haven't the 
vaguest notion, never having heard the Socket *irl make any mention 
of that place I cannot help believing that much of the 
present adventure is a frolic without much point f except 
for the sheer pleasure of the do ings. But that s one wonderful 
'advantage in prospcting, it forever explains everything 
as to.how one employs one's time and c ny one of a billion 
places where one might chan e to put himself. 

^4s I understand it, both 91a Mae and he Docket ^irl are 

heavily in the red but they are inclined to plunge 

into such big pools that lots of splashing is to be expected. 1 
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hold the thought they nay both always find lots of water between 
themselves and the hard bottom of financial reality . It 
must 'be admitted they are going places and doing things but 
I should imagine the pric* paid in the stalking shadow of unpaid 
bills a nd pressing demands for payment would undoubte ly 
cast a numbing shadow on many a soul less disdainful of probable 
impending realities. I laugh in my beard when I recall 
that it was I, at the Rocket Girl's request, who wrote the 
letter recommending the socket irl to Ola Mae. It 

must have been among the more conuincing things ^ ever penned. Smile. 

It has been cloudy here clday o.nd tonight it is sprinkling. 

A bevy of ante bellum costumed ladies arrived this morning 

at 10., bringing five or six gentlemen with them, officials 

of Southern Bell Telephone, who is sponsoring the film they 

are making. The ladies looked lovely. '■They appeared on the gale ry 

of the big house, descended the stairs and came across the lawn 

to speak w th me about s me butterfly lilies and nod to 

the M nager of the Telephon " ompany, Charles R. Dupuy. 

We did a little tour outside the African House and front 
of yu'ca. I thought the whole thing was handled exceptional ly 
ineptly. The well pressed 1958 business suits of the 
business men harmonised no better with the ante bellum costumes, 

I imagine, th a n did my unpressed plantation garb and something 
between a 5 o'clock shadow and a beard about my chops. I 
hadn't 3 haved, having no mtetnion of ~p,e aring in the film, not 
even considering the possibility of 3uch a thing and 1 still 
theink the idea of including Si thcentury costumes with mid 
19th century ones a great mistake. v ut Southern Bell can 
worry .bout that. 

The several Telephone officials fell over themselves to be 
onsideraie of me, it seemed. *or instance, one of them said 
that my article, while it had jarred them all out of their 
seats, had shown itself to be the mosi■ admirably constructed piece 
the company had ever run into and that there wasn t.a single 
legal toe-hold for anyone to insert either finger or toe. We 
all 1-ughed a great deal and two of them have asked if they may not 
come back for a social visit. I told them I would drop them 
a line shortly but that I would not be able to entertain them until 
n fter the holidays. I must s y I found them all v r, p easant, 
and perhaps they made,an effort to be so, no fo my benefit but 
rather on the theory that sugar is better than vinegar in 
such a customer as they might have to deal, while, I, of course, 
a m not dreaming of dealing with Jhem at all. 

The Ctign a n contingent blew in about first dark, everything 

" s * °" r 


Sunday, October 5th, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

Long Distance, telephoned at 3 this afternoon. I 
thought 1 recognized the voice but I didn't, for 
it sounded exactly like theRocket Girl whereas it was 
her counter-part, Ola Mae, as I discovered when I 
asked whence the call was issuing and somehow the word 
Shreveport carried the inflection that set me straight. The 
thing she had to say that interested me most was her admiration 
for one little Miss Lee whom she thought possessed more charm 
and sweetness than a nyone she had met in all of Lyme. 

So much momentarily for one side of the coin that was 
.the week end. The other side was unple asant enough in 
3pots. Sister went off the beam at dinner on Saturday, yelling 
and shouting in such a lunatic fashion that her son, John, vh o 
h d left the dinner table and reached the front gate, returned to 
see what had broke )} loose. Sister launched, out by saying 
Miss Ccmmie wouldn t like it if she knew Beth Cloutier 
were receiving here at Pilgrimage, year after year. Of course 
La Eeaufort has never received here in her life. Then there 
was a lot of denunciation of.Celeste who wasn't present, and 
critic ism of me because I was trying to make it appear she 
was not a legitimate child, of her mother, the proof being 
that I had never mentioned Sister's name in my column. 

How tiresome it is to have to listen to a disordered mind. Later 

in the afternoon, Sister went to the store„and got f, R. to take 

"Dootsie Baby", her 6 foot tall daughter to Celeste to 

ask if "Dootsie B„by" couldn't be present this c oming 

week end. She could, *nd what the week end will bring forth 

will be time enough to consider when the week end rolls 'round. I 

must 3ay I felt sorry for both John and "Hoots le B by" since they 

both are now old enough to comprehend how outrageous their 

mother behaves, -rbut.it is pleasant to report that peace 

returned on Sat rday evening when the whole posse returned to Shrevepo 


I 
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It is pleasant to report that although both ladies 
remain their house robes, both Madam Regard and ^e'leste 
are on the brighter side . Tonight before supper, 

Madam R e gard. who had set aside the lovely note f rom little 
Miss Lee from the 40 odd others she had received and had 
Celeste read it again both to her and to me. I agreed with them, it 
was as lovely a card as anyone could ever hope to receive. It 
must afford one so much pleasure to know so much joy has been 
conveyed. 

Returning to the a fternoon call, Ola Mae said people 
were at work this afternoon on what 3he referred to as the cards but 
which Eliz 0 beth Kent has always mentioned as the note paper. 

Ola Mae said sh-e hoped she would have some for me by Saturday. 

I did not ask if Carolyn had returned but assumed she had not 
wjien, in pursuance of your report, Ola Mae mentioned she had 
gone on to Boston to see someone engaged in movie making. She 
menti ned that Carolyn's conference with Esso had been entirely 
satisfactory although they are not making films this year but 
the prospects are bright for any time they decide to make any. This 
is promising but a know not if it justifies the trip but, at least, 
the conference afforded a splendid excuse for the jaunt. 

On the !Jews front, I am hoping you had the good, 
luck to "Trace the Motion" with the 0g a Kahn". Unless I 
had heard, it, I never would have been abel to 
imagine that a youth of 21 could handle so adroitly 
the loaded questions fired at him, and the whole accomplished 
with sucti masterful ease. It is so easy, after hearing 
him perform with such skill, why his grandpapa 
made him his heir, assuming, of course, that the old man 
had as keen a mind as the boy. 

And so endeth another week end and if the next one isn't any 
worse, locally, I shall be thankful, and,if it is 
half as pleasant, in view of reports from,Long distance 
calls and all, my heart will be bubbling over with 
delight. 

I shull be so thankful when 1 learn that hours of labor 
have been cut and that time for catching one's breath 
in Lyme is once more within reach...... 


- AVM' 
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Monday, October 6th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

A perfectly lovely day, for a change, and 
the promise of another for the morrow. 

I write one sentence, and the telephone rings twice, 
people calling from town saying they have just seen 
the Telepbne Company's film on TV, —the one taken on 
Friday, and that it turned out alright. personally, I doubt if 
it is much but it cp pears, according to report, sufficient 
to direct people's attention to this week end, and, 
after all, that was all it was deisgned for. Good or bad, anyhing 
on the TV screen does that, I suppose. 


It was nice hearing from Emily Kimbrough and I thought 
it kind of her to take time out to go into detail 
-bout the Homer matter. In responding, I shall 
suggest she might do an article on Normandy, 
under some such title as "I. H. S." or "In Henry's Steps" 
basing the thing on the re-tracing of Henry Adams' 
coverage of Mont St. Mionel and Chartres. I 
suppose people's interest in Normandy must have been 
quickened by ill the attention focused on that 
region during the World W 2 invasion. But 
it isn't a venteran of .that war who seems to he 
journeying there these days but people having had 
nothing to do with the invasion. I may have 
mentioned, for example, that when theCnnwford Youngs 
of Kampti were here a few weeks back, they spoke of 
having made a pH rimage there when visiting 
their son in Europe. Their so?i is a post be'llum 
graduate of 'West Point and neith r f ther nor son had 
anything to do with the war. As neither Crawford nor 
his wife, Thelma, are interested in such matters 
n s European shrines, it seems odd they should have 
made a trip by automobile to such aplace as the Mont 
and to have remained there for a couple of days during a vacation 
that was limited. They mentioned three hotels that 
h .joe been brought into being in the Mont, suggesting that 
the place must .haue. quite a magnetic pulling power at present, 
and I'm p uzzled that this be so.. 



I 
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Tuesday, October 7th, 1958. 


With little Miss Kimbrough living so close 
to theFrick Museum, J- think she ought to drop m and 
see for herself how it is that the ov a l room m that place 
K doesn t have its Fragonards in the aforesaid oval room since 
Fragonard designed those pictures Jor the oval room in 
Madame du Barri s chateau de Louvecienne . i shall alaays 
consider it a unqiue- coincidence that the very P lctlires 
designed for an oval room on one continent should ‘Que 
ended up on another continent in a house that also has an 

exquisite ov a l room hut that the pictures and the room 

never did get together. 

I re kon I had better accept the fact that I shall have little 
ooportunity to do much between now and Saturday, 
whav with so many .people seeming to think now is the ideal 
time to pay pre-Pilgrim-ge calls. ■iod..y was like that, 

,nd jihe.i I consider ohe number of people who were 

supposed to have passed this for one reason or another long 

be fore no , one .can but conclude they will all jam 

in on the last few days when even ne is found to he up to 

his h ps m 1 or. Blythe is a case m po nt. Pwo 

or three months ago s e asked ne t-o get her some 

bamboo polls of a particular size. I got them. She has been here 

several times since but each time has said she would, take „ 

them on he next go-round. They are cluttering up the African House 

and" 1 must be moved. Perhaps she will come before Saturday. Some 

tiresome Shrev port matron wanted to re-dress the Aunt jemima 

lamp, perhaps six months ago, promising to return it before 

Pilgrimage. She's one of those types who spends 

hours, once she makes a go-round. I reck n she will probably 

m : ke it about Friday afternoon. Ola Mae threatens to 

honor me "before Pilgrimage", and so oil-.and so oil. 

My radio mentions that the Secretary of State is vacationing 
on Buck Island Although 1 shall not repond to it, I f^sl 
an imoulse to get in touch with him, asking if he wouldn t like to 
have me, Emmet u.nder one arm, Erwin under the other, pay him 
a visit lasting from now until Monday . 


Memorandum : 

Another day of sunshine and a change on the part 
of the weather man who now s ays we shall not have c ny rain 
on the following day, a statement calculated to gladden 
the hearts of the cotton planters if not the cotton 
pickers, I guess. 

Ola Mae telephoned me this morning but I'm 
not quite sure just why since we talked only of 
points raised in our Sunday conversation. The only 
new thing 1 learned was that the Pocket G-irl is b a ck in Mew Orlea 
a nd it 3eems the latter is in Mew rleans, having 
called Ola Mae last night. It appears the note paper 
will he availabe within a week, —"it is hoped". 

I am under the impressinn that when Ola Mae 
t-'lked with me originally regarding the note paper, she 
was laboring under the illusion that Melrose was a 
tourist center through which thousands of people 
Passed weekly or monthly. I am nor. .sure about this 
point. You may recall that my initial effort for 
aconference embraced elements n bout it that were far 
from satisfactory in that, to my regret, there appeared 
not only Ola Mae but Elizabeth Kent the latter husband, 
a nd somebody's aunt from Wichita Falls, whose relationship 
to any of those present, was never quite clear to me. 

To attempt a business conference with one individual and 
to have three others sitting in s probably 
always likely to be unsatisfacoty and I'm q ite 
sure it was in the case cited above. 

'® But the important thing is that we get the 
Plantation Primitives on to note paper and from there on, 
we can perh a ps see what is what. I am still ready 
to be convinced that Ola Mae may be incl ined to follow 
through more completely that her girl friend but before 
undertaking any new step, I want to find out 
where,things stands as of now and what arrangments can 
be made for the future possible considerations • 
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Wednesday, October \th, 1958. 


Tonight's news regarding Hr. Eisenhower s 
appointment of a Jndge t0 the Supreme Court was 
arresting, — I might say it was depressing to me when 
I learned that the new Judge had received the approval 
of John Brickor who bears the distinction of always being 
t the bottom, of every li3t newspaper people of 
Washington draw up annually -in setting down the names 
o t the Senators they consider the most valuable as 
Senatorial pu'lic seruents. Perhaps it was only one of those 
"kiss of death" things and that the judge can't 
possibly be so b c d as would be necessary to receive a nod 
from old Bricker. When the latter was Thomas Dewey's 
running mate along 2 bout 1948 or whenever, Dewey, as 
presidential cand date did one of the more admire ble things 
of his political career, it is said, when he absolutely 
refused to have a nything whatever to do with the man 
whom the He public-ns had named as his Vice Presidential 
running mate. Surely a man with Bricker's blessing 
is hound to m ke one dubious and I hold the thought , 
that he can't possibly be so b ri d as the accolade 
suggests. 

I thought on ght’s remarks on the Supreme Court 
by Er.ic S'v ei, o however he s ells his name, were 
too profound to evaporate in the air, following his five mintue 
braodcast. I so often feel the same sensation after 
listening to his comments. 1‘hey a e too value hie 
to be lost a second after they have been set forth over 
the air. I must drop him a line to ask if they appear 
in print somewhere or other ~nd if not, why not, and 
if the reason be a poor one, to suggest they 
be transmitted in to print, and, lthoughmj shall 
not men ion it nut:r 11 y, that they shoujc 'eventually 
be incorpc *ted into discs for those of us\who would 
like to ponder on them fro time to time. 

When the same CBS correspondent attempted to be moderator 
tonight on some half, hour program on a circuit between 
Washington and Paris when two Americans, —he and D vid 

But now to work and thence to my final news for the night 
and so to rest....... 


Memorandum• 

I have just turned off my radio a t a couple of 
minutes before 9, the beginning of the fi:55 news broadcast - 
h a ving been interrupted just as the news program started 
to ajnounce the death of Pope, Ho. 861, according 
to the announcer , immediately afterwhich the station to 
which was listening, Win, Hew Orleans, Columbia, dropped 
its intended newscast jhd followed the announcement with 
ppropriate org^n music. * 

I think the Pop\ea great man in a world that 
never hag enough. It is too much to hope the 
next Pont if can me-sure up to the stature of the one 
we have just lost but it is thrilling that such an inspiration 
has now become the world '3 heritage. 

Somewhere earlier today I heard that probably 9 
.days w ould elapse before ihe Pople would be buried beside 
the '01 b of 3 “. Peter under the altar in the Vatican. It 
will he interesting to see how the Church of the Children of 
Stra.-.gers will observe this interim. With the annual 
Fair scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, it will be 
interesting to see how long that date will be pushed into 
the future. The 'F ir always includes dancing on Sunday 
night in tueC nvent, aft r the bingo tables have been cleared. 
Something tells me the program is going to be different this 
.year • 

In the news between 6 and 7 tonight, the point was stressed that 
Russia had not carried any announcement of the Pope's illness 
n nd accordingly the Catholic Church in Moscow was 
perhaps the only one in the world not holding services 
for the Pope. It was one of those announcements that, fordumb people 
like me, might have been clarified somewhat for, off hand, 

1 can't seem to think .why .the Kremlin should bother withholding 
such news, especial ly as the Kremlin seems to boast of 
its unconcern with religious matters. If the Kremlin 
is indifferent to religious matters, it seems odd the 
Russian radio, as is claimed, should bother to gam all 
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foreign programs making any reference to the state of the Pope's health. 


On the home front, my day w c s busy, as you might imagine, preparing 
for week end doings without anyone to give me a hand. It was 
mildly amusing that the society column in the Shreveport Times 
reported that C mmi t e Wenk, Jr,, would receive at Melrose this 
week end. It didn't take her mama long to get that into print, in¬ 
dicating she must be giving the matter serious thought 

And speaking of Shreveport, I must say I was mildly 
taken ab a ck when I received a card, —a regu'lard plain post card, 
giving me particulars regarding the cost of the forthcoming 
note paper, in its per unit sales. Su ely this is no secret hut 
what with two long distance telephone calls from Ola Mae this 
week, it does seem as though she might have put today's 
information in : letter if she didn't feel like making a tiird 
telephone call. 

Celeste says her.foot is feeling worse, —the strained ligament, 
a)id she doubts if she can receive at the big house. She asked if 
I could 'let her h n ve Ora, perhaps. She also wondered to what 
station little Commie should be assigned. What I 
suspedt is going to happen is that little Emmie's mama 
will appear on the scene at the last moment a nd if so, 

Celeste s foot had better get more painful suddenly z nd thus 
relieve her of any worries as to whom shall be placed where. 

Mrs. Walker 'phoned to ask if hostesses coming from 
town usually changed from street to ante bellum party 
cotumes after their ±rrival here or if they « 
came already costumed and if so, if driving a car in 
a hoop skirt posed any problems to such ladies in the past, I 
said she might change here if she pr eferred but that most 
ladies usually drove down from t own in their hoop skirts although 
I hadn't the vaguest notion as to how such a trick is tuned. 

Some friends of Blythe appeared here this afternoon. I 
thought them out of order when everyone is bound to be busy 
a nd they know it. I'll bet dollars to doughnuts I'll 
get plenty of visitors of the same general description 
on Thursday and Friday, too. Isn't is wonderful 
how unimaginative people con be . 
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Thursday, October 9th, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

• I reaize perfectly well that I shouldn't have been 
but I must say I was thunderstruck this morning when 
Celeste announced she had had, or J, H. had had, a letter 
from Sister, saying they all would, be down on Friday night to 
spend the week end. A more positive deathknell couldscarcely 
been soundef for futre participation by M e irose in 
Pil rim^ges. Well, sufficient unto the week end i3 
the e vil thereof and I reckon everybody will survive regardless. 

L he cook was especially unhappy about the news sincd 
she had made plans for Saturday night and Sunday, for 
at Pilgrimage culinary operations in the big house 
have been suspended to keep doings.at a minimum where 
so many people will be axticipated and then received, and I have 
been glad to sup and dine across the fence on Saturday 
a nd Sunday. °ut a complication arises when four from 
Shreveport blow in on Friday night for the entire week end. 

Haljurally, Celeste with a game foot and M a d.am Regard frail, 
isn t looking for rationing five extra, i s would be the case, 
were the impending four be added along with me. I have already 
stated I am supping at theConvent for I hear the Fair goes 
on regardless of the doings in Rome. But that doesn t 
really solve anything at a ll since Blythe will_probably invite 
Sister to join her and her camp guests at the Fair, 
and I need not explore such ramifications. And so the cook 
will probably prepare supper amidst pilgrims for 

the family which may or may not eat, and then there will be breakfast, 
dinner and supper on Sunday and so the confusion swirls on. 

I hope somebody gets some satisfaction out of all this determination 
to be difficult but I can think of many who will 
be unhappy, not only before and during but after. 

We have had anotherpretty day which I have made the most 
of. In view of what is referred to in the foregoing 

paragraphs, you may readily beli,eve that, so far as my own selfish fee 
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Friday, 0 tober 20th, 1958, 


mgitn be concerned, -i could be quite indifferent a bout 
Satureay an d Sunday and the state of the weather and 

^ a9e S b l Ut "° 9reat 1033 " itf 'OUt some small gain would 

until'thi In ** If, ; P T d tUe be 3i""i"9 of the week end 

until the last pilgrim departed, in a shower of rain, 

?? Z* 30 u s° r the misere department and apologize 
fo aching a out, it at such length but perhaps your concept 

b! me ° uar ' r v x ^ «•» 
/*»*%??tT° su e - --*• 

pen her a line for the least I can do is to tell her 
how unexpected was her card from Verdun. 

M „ Z l i e n-, 1 i e -, ti ? erC ‘i arles Du puy sp aks for itself. You 
may recalll he is Mr. Southern Bell of this area who 

t IZ, wl3Ucce3S S ull y *0 see me once upon a time regarding 

* A PP“ rant *y he got a favorable impression of the place 
when he came along last Friday with the movie people. 

And speaking of movies gets one around to TV and I must 

report that several people, m a ny of them not of the type 

to be interested in Face the Nation type of program, hale 

br r°u 9U 7 UP 0U t . Uelr own Uook last Sunday night's guest, 

°i 1 " Everyone seen, to marvel 

nd Zl t’ Zr +1 t , ■ Perf ° rmaUCe tUis 21 y* ar Old youth 

for his Performance HfV * ?7lore 1 am J ' illed witfl admiration 
P er Jorwnce. If he can enjoy as lengthy a career 

as his grandpapa, the world should be the better for his existence 

even as may be said in retrospect „bout the late Pope -I 

a distinction rare enough in any century to make itremarkable. 

d i/<? * VirlT h eXCel ' Le T t reu . 3on3 > 1 am reading nothing these 
l?id ealZi be ^ au3e 1 am t0 ° bus V at the moment and, second, 

¥Z+ QS ? reason » 1 haven't anything to read from the 

l u Z Z ik if n 3lde l ata 3ubmitted to tUe new State Library which 
Tor 012 W brushed up 


And so to work and thencefor slumber, 


Memorandum : 

Mow, let me see, where to start . It's cold 

outside, going down to 54 tonight, and it's cloudy. 

'Tomorrow/s high may be 78, perhaps showers, perhaps 
not, --c/nd it's alright either way, so far as I am concerned. 

I write after 9 and haven't seen a light at the big house 
leading me to cssurie the visitation from Shreveport will 
not begin before tomorrow morning, which is certai nly 
soon enough. 

The enclosures speak for themselves • Jarren didn't say so 
but it is my ‘understanding that the cover of Dixie Soto 
will be the only color shot in the October 86th article, 
a though there will be other illustrations, all in 
black and white, I suppose. It is so remarkable that 
two Octobers in succession should have carried references 
to this bend in the river, I reckon it is extraordinary. 

X 

C rolyn telephoned from Hew Orleans tonight. She 
said site found li tje Miss Lee just as charming as ever and, 
strangely enough, although working much t o long 
hours', looking really wonderful. I was glad to hear all 
that a nd she seemed glad to hear that the blue costume she 
had appeared in was so becoming. She did not 
get the movie job as allotments for the year had 
11 be made but the r eception was cordi c l and the 
implication was that she might have something in tlte 
next annual program. 

This is more or less confidential at the moment j Bastings 
wants her to do a book of photographs under 
some such title as "Louisiana's Fabled Plantations", 
but I would ask that you not mention this name or title, rather. 
I believe the project is to encompass 3 bout 8 months of 
effort and will cover pretty much of the State. She 
said Hastings envisioned a volume encompassing 
Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi but she talked them 
out of that. In any body' s opinion, that was 
too vast ct coverage*.' •• • 


I 
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She said s he never did get to Boston t o see 
VirginiaVennard but did fly up to Springfiled to see 
some movie man. Somehow she oxd. Helen established contact 
in tJewYork before each of t hem got thro ugh wit teir 
resuective visits. She said she had seen her neighbor 
on the opposite side of the Square. She thought he seemed 
■ Lpss confident nhout the morrow but not especially so, 

tofhnr* /»»*.. ' *<>«*. 

is already itching to get b a ck to The Bluff but 
Farley is trying to discourage her. Anybody s 
guess as to why might be right. 

Ola Mae, for a change, telephoned me fromShreveport 
this morning, saying she hoped to get a few , 

Cane u iver pfimities to me on the morrow. 1 have a feeli g 

she andCarolyn are much alike in the bad habit, as see 

it as being bad, of just squeezing under the line. It 

m n y suit them to operate in such a fashion but it 

would drive me nuts although m the same breath, I 

must confess 1 shall have to be up half the night, putting 

this house in order as a gainst tomorrow s opening gun, aid. ps r haps 

that puts me in the same class with those about whom l compiam. 

Mu day was knocked out in part by Maude Patterson who 
called me from Alexandria this morning, saying she wanted to 
bring some Hew Hampshire people up this afternoon. I 
old her to bring them tomorrow as 1 was too busy for 
any private tours toddy. Hhe said they were going away 
tomorrow and that they would merely walk around. How you 
„nd 1 know erfect'ly well what that means. And so s he 
came with her posse regardless, u»d I told her I thought 
she was among toe more wasteful people^ I knew, squandering 
raoney on Long distance when she hadn t the slightest 
intention of being guided by anything-but her own 
determination. Well, so much for an inconvenience that 
isn t worth mentioning, even though I am ai ready 
sleepy and am casting my short comings on poor Maude. 

And so to rolling up my sleeves and getting going. 

I'll be so often turning my thoughts in thedirection 
of h yme as between this moment and the next time I 
place fingers on this keyboard........ 


\l 

Sunday, October jfith, 198. 


L'mmorandum: 

The hour groweth late but 1 am bound to hav 

a little chat with you be calling it a day, and 
this in spite of the fact that this machine doesn't 
seem to be performing with too much perfection. 

What you are i terested in primarily at this sitting 
is the ton. The weather was perfect and, contrary 
to porb a bilities, things in the family section went off 
witbut too. much excitement. 

The Wenks appeared in force last Friday night and 
were added to by one on the following day when Lloyd appeared 
from BatonHouge, so that there was sufficient demands on 
the big house to take care of such a posse. 

I be — stirred myself at 4:19 on Saturday morning 
and my dint of much 'labor, h a d accomplished many a finishing 
touch by breakfast Qime at 6:30, hut I skipped 
dinner and so was ready for the arrival of hostesses 
at 1:15. There was a good crowd beginning to flow 15 minutes 
l a ter and the flow continued until nearly 6. 

Blythe had dropped in about S, merely to invite me 
to sup with her and herf riends at the Church about first 
dark.' J told them not to wait as I might, be a little late. 

'I got av)ay from here about 7, stopped hy the camp a»d, finding 
no one, went on to the Church, where I found Slythe s party. 
The gumbo tasted so good, --the firs-t thing 1 had had to eat 
since morning, and the meat pies were wonderful. 

I paused to chat wn,h Father ■■roble for a moment and as 
we chatted, four men, — mu'lattoes, - as short intervals, 
passed us on the steps of the convent to say how much the 
Cane &iver column had done for thier buriness. 


\ 


% . 


» 
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tfoUn and *helma Kyser had set the tone for Natchitoches 
and so yany people followed suit to dine at the^hurch of 
the ‘'hildren'of Strangers. Blythe bought some cakes 
and we retired to the camp for cake and sherry and chatter 
.nd it was very pleasant. It was very dark when I left 
about 20:30 and I declined Blythe's suggestion she drive me 
ho ie. Somehow I got mixed up and had -uite a time getting 
into the cotton patch, having to tread carefully so as not to 
plunge down the bank into the river and made it alright. 
j had a chil on reaching home and nearly froze until 
4 when I developed a grand sweat and so was alright by 5 when 
it as time to legion stirring again. 

I saw the *‘enks at the big house r bout 8 and they were 
nil affability although there had been a big racket at 
ch- ore on Saturday afternoon when o . a. sat on Sister for making 
such a racket with Celeste and after that things seemed quiet enough. 

Sun ay at 11 o'clock, plus 30 minutes, -*■ usually 
go across the fence to i me. . On my way today, I passed by 
the big house, thinking the <•enks would be dining there and 
that I would dine wi th them to save labor across the fence. u ut 
there wasn t a Wenk in sight a nd so I went on to dine as usual 
and J. H. Void me the Jenks were supposed to eat at the big house and 
ins sted that I stay and dine with him and Ce este as usual. 

The afternoon crowds were as numerous at Saturday s 

T?id all went smoothly. Mr. n'alker came with his boy to pick 

up his wife and they invited me to sup with them at the church, 

but had i> people lingering here and so a said 1 might join 

them when -*■ could get away. I arrived ut the Church at 

8 hut the talker8 had gone and x was as happy. I chatted 

with several of the mula r.toes who seemed to think their 

business had been greater than ever before in their history 

and asked if they could work with me so that always 

in the future their Fair could be held at the same time as 

the Pilgrimage, so many people from dll over Louisiana, Texas, 

Oklahoma, Missouri and the ford knows where all had come to dine at 

th'e 'Church. A mulatto very kindly insisted on leaving theFair 

and driving me home. I shall hpve quite a few suggestions 

which may be helpful for further success of their Fair 

next, year 

*• 

* I shall be referring to the week end doings in many a subsequent 
Memo but wanted to vouch on the few points above at this sitting 
a nd shall now knock off and call it a day and, a have no doubt. 


onday, October lZth , 1958. 


Memoranudum: 

Another lovely day, making it easier to put 
things back to rights. And''m delighted to report 
that I feel almost back to the place where I started last week 
although there will be stuff put aside, for the week end 
I shall not re-discover for a twelth month, reckon. 

To make it possible to receive hundreds of people, it 
is, of coupse, to arrange the household to accommodate the crowds and 
not to suit ordinary domestic convenience. For example, I always 
remove the sofa from its place near the chimney and place it 
in the corner kitty-cornering from Grandper's corner f 
which means tl.ree chairs and a table must be removed from that 
corner to make place for the sofa and the bidet_t r ble. 

And Mr. Belle's big wing chairs must be removed to make more 
space for the on-con ng throng, to be replaced, —the wing chairs, 
not the crowd, by smaller chairs of more ante helium purity, etc., 
etc, with the ane *'iver Gobelin going back to it place on 
ihe g lie y for the oeek end but for no longer, what with the vast 
humidity obtaining, and so with a million other pieces 
of furniture and decors which must feel like cats in strange 
n ttics at Pilgrimag time. 

In speaking of Pilgrimage , I might refer to 
the re-print of "p.ed Caps and Black Coffins", that were 
handed to each Pilgrim by 0r a and Juanita B. at Yuccc Sense, 

I was surprised at the number of people who sought me out 

to autograpy these reprints, especialy college youths 

and maidens of the upper classman group. I had 

supposed a utograph col'lectin had gone out of 

fashion long'ago but perhaps that form of sport never does. 


Under separate cover, in this same mail, I 
am sending in one folder a copy of the account 
of Natchitoches which the Lemee society got out. 

I haven t read a page, not c sentence of the thing but 
understand some of my copy, employed in various previous 
publications, plus pictures I had supplied were 

in the Cane^iver section. --if there i? a Cane Hiver 


two 


i 
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Tuesday, October 14th, 1958. 




In the other package are examples of the new Plantation Primitive 
note paper. Cl a Mae brought some on Saturday morning. I 
had hoped the reproduction of tach Hunter creation would appear 
on the front, a s it does, but that the text would be 

in exceedingly small type and appear o 11 ... 

the b r ck of the thing, giving the user of the stationary a nopportunity 
to scribble at least a date and salutation past under the illustration 
but, as you will note, the whole front page is to.ken up with text which 
I -thi n y tends .to kin t ^e thing as corres ondence paper. 


Olo Mae supplied Millspr.ngh with c shipment of the same amount 
s she brought here. Just for fun, - t compared sales 
in town and' down here and naturally the local ones were greater by 
bout 700 percent . I am sold out and shall not rush 
"bout re-ordering hefore taking up the invoice covering 
Ihe merchandise since Millspaugh and 1 both were 
charged the same amount and, in view of contributions made 
to the' bringing out of this product, it would seem off hand that 
I probably contributed somewliat more substantially than did, say, 

111S j a don't recall, being sleepy at the time, if I mentioned these two items o 

news in last night's memo, —that my friend, Father Wroble, 

is being transferred to Tulsa, Oklahoma c J *d that vie shnll miss him grea ly, 

and secondly, the impressions of a I s or 14 year old boy on the 

tour with his father and mother. 'Ihe boy was so fascinated by 

wltat he heard downstairs in the African House, he lingered to hear 

more while his father and mother went up to Miss Hunter's department 

on the floor n bove to view the murals. As soon as they had returned 

they sent the'youth up so the three of them might proceed with tlteir tour. 

A minute or so after the youth had mounted the stairs, he came 
speedily down, exclaiming to his parents : 


"You all 3aw what I did just now . upstairs in this 

African House there's a real live African ......."-—a 

s'tatement of suprise that made everyone laugh including Miss Hunter, 
herself, who chanced to be within earshot when the boy proclaimed 
such surprising news........ 


Memorandum: 

And so little Miss Lee, in spite of all the 
hustle and bustle these pressing days, took time out 
to go fishing and she caught a tin can containing a ribbon 
and then, characteristically enough, she took more time 
out to box it and send it along to Lestan and I 
call the whole thing noble. 

I am going to push a tearing down and re-building 
job on this machine as soon as possible. It was scheduled 
for such treatment some time beck but then, just as 
the magical date was approaching, the Kents unexpectedly, they 
say, had a baby and that through the Kent project into 
the b a ckground. I know not if J have to wait until 
the child reaches 81 before the initial scheme may be carried 
out but a hope not. on Sunday night, this machine having 
been idle for almost 84 hours, I discovered all the 
keys were sticking and after futile attempts to make it go, 

I finally realised I would have to do a little work on it 
myself. I accordingly hunted up some kerosene or coal o 1 and 
went to work on the joints of the keys and thus got the thing to 
operate a little but finding coal yil at a late hour on 
a Sunday night on a plantation isn t always the easiest thing 
in the world and I'm still a little surprised at the 
measure of luck I had in the'doing. 

'The letter from Warren in today's post gives some 
idea of what material is .being used for illustrations in 
the October 85th Picayune although I do not recall 
what black and white pictures the Socket Oirl took although 
I do remember the ofies in color very well and I vastly 
regret Warren didn t -wise those. I assume the f amous model 
he refers to must be little Miss Hunter, as I recalll 
that she figured prominently inthe color shots taken about 
the same time. Her costume was so colorful on that occasion 
it seems a double pity that color isn't being used y ut 
perhaps the ones in color may find their way into some 



I 
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Wednesday, October 15th, 1958. 


magazine sooner or later. 

Yesterday, when I hegcputting the place b r ck together 
n gain, it seeded to me an excellent idea to make the most of 
the gourd arrangements by packing up some of the gourds to 
to go to Rohina and to Josie Stirling and I got 

them off in today's post With the State fair opening this week end m 
Shreveport, perhaps Robina will be having extra friends in, 

„nd, perhaps the gourds may lend a note of design to 
her dining room, as for la Stirling, she will 
prob z bly relish >then the more, what with all the entertaining 
she will he doing in the days ahead for Jr: 'z pre-nuptial 
, festivities. 

I learned from Carmen something J shall never be able to 
tell Carolyn hut which she and you and I could 
/ die laughing r bouv a3 we polled on the floor in 

uncontrolable merriment, were it not -uite so outrageous. 

The cooling off of the Hystierical ladies so far as 
Carolyn handling their publicity is concerned, stems from 
scandal presen ted by two members of the Foard of 
that institution who set forth their r eascns as to why Carolyn 
should not be employed to handle the work for the ladies. Each 
of these two ladies before tlieBoard declared th + t o>i excellent authorii 
they had it that Carolyn had mover from her P rates Alley 
apartment to ne of the most er e sive estabJ ishments in 
the Rontalba building where her rent was being paid 
by a wealthy Houston oil operator for whose concern 
Carolyn was handling publicity. The ladies further reported 
that for a while this Spring the Houston oil man and. his wife actually 
\ occ pied the pirates Alley apartment. And so, qi ite unexpectedly 
we see Farley emerge as a wealthy Houston oil operator and 
-Irma being supplanted in Farley's affections by Carolyn for 
whom Farley ren ed a Pontalba apartment We haue al 1 heard 
of people making things up out of whole cloth but this is aprize 
example of making s mething up out of rag-tr.9 ends 
that beats everything I have heard of since the late unlamented 
Dr. ^oebels for sheer outrageous fabrication. 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy and rather 70-ish here while the Dakotas, 
according to tlie weather man, are clear and 90-ish. 

, I got somewhat behind with desk .work last week 
and so 1 took time out today to knock off a column for 
next week. I tried to think of something that 
would appeal to local readers if only by dragging the movie 
making i?i by the heels, which I ended up by doing, for 
the movie people are beginning to arrive and will be in 
full swing when next week's column appears under 
he somewhat puzzling title : 

Whence Turneth the Horse Soldier. 

I guess Americans never use anything resembling 
the French expression a bout "turning" a movie but the 
title got the Horse Soldier into print at a time when people 
will be wanting to read about it and at least some of the 
Prudhommes whose connections are legend, will find something 
of interest in the doings. 

I saw both girls at the coffee hour this morning. 

Madam Regard continues frail-frail but she did 
get out on the gallery for SO minutes or so to sit 
in the range of the sweet olive perfume that 
currently freights the air. 

Celeste continues to talk about no pilgrimage 
next year and in the same sentence outlines plans 
for what we may do to improve the convenience for 
pilgrims at Melrose during the tour, such af samouprs of 
hot coffee and bunkers of iced cokes. I can § 4 .y*fen 
to all this with wonderful indifference since I, personal ly, 
don't care which way the chips fly . 
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I have made one or f two unsuccessful attempts to 
get into Edith. Hamilton s Mythology. The reason 
for my failure to get beyond the first disc is based 
on two primary factors, 1 guess. The first is 
because my days have been so busy of late that my 
head has stqrted nodding almost before the disc 
begins revolving, and seoncdly, because the reader is 

woman whose cadence seems a little hurried and whose voice 
suggests she is reading words rather than sentences. 

The combination is a tough one to get around. I 
reckon a contributing factor in this matter is b a sed in part 
on the fact that 1 h n ve chanced to read several books in a cow, 
a ll performed by your friend, Alexander Sco ; rby, whom you 
know to be perfect as a reader. Thus, when encountering a voice 
something less than perfect, following such c long period 
of perfection, the jolt is more consider n ble. As for the 
material itself, it is unquestionably Miss Hamilton's, therebye 
relieving me of the necessity to observe that it is as perfect 
Is her text .in "An Echo of Greece" which, happily enough, was 
read by none other th r n the aforesaid A.Scorby, Esquire. 

On the home front, I continue dismantling various 
d n bs of decors instituted for the tour. To my surprise, I find 
that a couple of big vases of butterfly lilies, gathered 
last Saturday morning, are still fresh and fragrant. The 
flowers when plucked from their stems usually collapse at the 
end of the first day. in cutting down the number of gourd 
arrangements, --there were 8 in the various houses, I 
try tc think to wltom I may send some of these and wonder 
if the Chockleys h a ve returned from zurope to Lake 
Oh .. ries 

Also on the home front, x be-moan the fact 
that thi3 year I shall probably be unable to get a ny cotton 
hulls for the garden. There is still c boll or rather 
n pink booll worm problem in some sections of the State and 
(#|t hough one inspector to see all hulls are burn d 
jbnds three Parishes within his jurisdiction, he seems to 
_epe very .thorough and thus all the hulls, --and let us 
• nope, all the pink boll worms, will go up in smoke. 

I guess the experts know what they are doing but since 

the hulls remaining on-the cotton stalks and the stalks 

themselves are ploughed under, there must be even more 

unturned worms thus escaping des traction than the 

com ’nr.ii ively few cotton hulls finding their way to the gin, 

mwuymsm’ingVtjViu 

luck at fishing these days, oite week following the completion of 
the fish eradication program . 


Thursday, October 16th, 1958. 


Memorandum : 

It's mrm and we had a shower this morning and 
tonight it looks like more^of the same stuff just ahead. 

Either in tltis envelope or another, a shall send along some 
correspondence and I think none of it is of any interest 
except the news from Eobina. Poor Robina, 
she has certainly had a run of b~d luck this year, * must 
say. 

The Schmidts are such kind people but it's a pity 
they ever try writing letters, they obviously have such 
q hard time in the doing, ,1'm so fond of them, as 
one might be fond of people in a play and I feel so genuinely 
sympathetic for them when, they muster up all the tremendous 
fortitude it must require for e-ch of them to dive off the 
deep end into letter writing. 

Carmen called, me to give me full particulars regarding 
yesterday's meeting of the Piig rimatje Board. She 
said that although there was no great increase in the number 
of pilgrims this ye-j-r, there was.much more money r eal ized, 
undoubtedly due to the fact that someone kept a fixed eye 
on Mrs. Arthur '<atson who sold tickets last year and this. 

To indicate that Mrs. •atson snitched money from the 
till is a pretty 3tr ng accusation and I dismiss it 
jus as I did the ov.trageou non-sense she had to report 
about Carolyn a day or two earlier and the implication that 
Mrs. Beckerman was partly colored a few weeks earlier. I am 
wondering if Carmen is going off her rocker or if, perhaps, 
all that she has had to 3ay in the pust may be as cock¬ 
eyed. Once when 1 was young and naive, I supposed jealousy 
wa3 a sin of slight consequence since I was dumb enough to 
suppose it dealt exclusively with two individuals but when 
I began to get a little sense, it dawned on me that, perhaps 
qs in Carmen's case, it can be concerned wit scads o people 
and do endless harm to innumer a ble people. 

.i,t! ' V 


l 
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Friday, October 17 th, 1958. 


From both Carmen and ‘Ch,elma, —and I have ceased 
putting much store on their sweeping statements, the 
one place on the tour this year was littl e Eva. There 
is the possibility that this is true. the Worthams 
nd the Evanses flew in from some place or other, probably 
the Worthams from Houston, the Evanses from Puerto Rico, to 
receive and they say the ladies were expensively cos-umed. 

But for some reason nobody seems able to figure out, they 
did not show any of the wonderful treasures in maps, 
documents, photo-stats of newspapers in full length 
reproductions and so on, but merely most graciously 
welcomed the visitors into their house which is 
inter sting but nor. sufficiently unique to enable it to 
carry a» adequate pilgrimage load. I knowthey have the 
treasures mentioned above for 1 have seen them there ana 
it was agreed- when Thelma, Carmen and j were there a „ ew 
months b-ck that these things would be included in the 
tour, it all seems so odd. I understand they 
kept their private planes busy, flying folks in from 
Houston, prob c bly members of their social set, and 
they graciously participated in movies made at the place but 
that was all and it wasn t enough. 

With millions to he spent on doing almost anything 
one suggests, still, at the last moment, they somehow 
give the impression they feel it is bether to withdraw 
and thus c n historic background is robbed of the endless 
pieces that might be introduced into the foreground to 
give the place interest if-not grandezza. It is 
a ll so p zsling, going to' the trouble to open their pretty 
house, having costumes made and people flown in for the doings 
while at the same time not permitting an gone to see the very 
hings hat form an excuse for having the place on the tour and 
doing nothing about the setting to give it a tone. 


much tal k about 
is short but 
all the luck. 


As for plantation doings, there seems to be 
pecanes at the moment. The crop, nation wide, 
the local one heavy, indicating some people have 
Luring the past couple of weeks, .pecanes have been covering 
the ground .‘beneath the trees like a carpet. This first 


Memorandum: 

Continued cloudy and warm. 

You will get a laugh out of Warren's surprisingly 
laconic answer to my rescent letter, implying I 
supposed Miss Hunter to be the favorite model he 
referred to in his earlier letter. 1 have indicated 
my response at the bottom of his letter. 

I was happy that Father Wroble joined us at the coffee hour 
Jiis morning. I believe he leaves for his new post in 
Tulsa within a few days. We shall all miss him but as 
the move is for his advancement, and, as his new parishioners 
in 'Tulsa are going to be the t happier for his advent among 
them, one finds one 's own regrets neatly blanced out. 

I was pleased when I heard two different Natchitoches people 
remark yesterday that they felt The Enterprise was 
likely to surpass The Times in its circulation before long in 
view of the widening interest of the public in its news 
presentation. I mentioned thi3 to Mrs. Walker when she 
telephoned this morning. She 3aid her husband would need 
ever such encouragement at the present time for it appears that 
State Senator Re inacli, or however that super-Citi 2 en ' s Council 
member spells his name, is doing everything he can to hound 
the Walkers out of business. What a curious time we find ourselves 
living in, and I count these times as but ripples on 
the surface that were set in motion by the junior Senator 
from Wisconsin five or six ye rs ago, with the waters further 
troubled by the Arkansas business which somehow seems to have 
given courage to the scum of society to do their worst. 

Celeste had some friend from town just after the coffeee 
hour and -*• lost the better part of the mo nmg passing out 
a tourfor the aforesaid friends and it was a vast 
waste of their time and mine. 


I 
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Sunday, October 19th, 1958, 


About 5 o'clock this evening, *uanita B. appeared 
at my door unexpectedly, --from my point of view, and I 
was delighted to see her, I thought she seemed to have 
survived Pilgrimage alright. She said Pat had been 
coming down to the plantation and she had made the most 
of the p opportunity to pay me a little visit. She and 
Pat were not staying for supper and so, at 5:50, we both arose and 
marched over to Celeste's, heavily laden with gourds which 
Juanita wanted for home decors. As be got along by tl.e old 
magnolia, we saw Pat, J, H. and Eugene ahead of us going 
from the big house toward the front gate, and when I 

went to supoer, the cook told me they had sent her to announce 

the meal but she had heard us talking and not wishing to disturb/ us, 

she had gone back and reported that i had said I would be 

along eventually. 


According to report, Hollywood is moving in 
on the Cane River in strength. Crews arrived earlier in the 
week'and John Ford, the director, is said to have fl wn 
in today. Among other int resting things coming to my 
attention in regard to this Horse Soldier thing is the fact that 
while Oakland is being used in several shots, to be 
"turned" during the coming 4 or 5 weeks, architects and 
c a rpetners have been swarmming over the Oakland house during 
the past several days, making the most minute measurements, 
even including the exact distance bezween the spindles in the gallery bam 
The reason for all this precision, it is said, is based on zhe fact 
that a duplicate Oakland will e erected in Hollywood during the 
ensuing month while action is being recorded on Cane "iver 
so that close-ups with appropriate lighting, etc., may be effected 
when Hollywood fojds up its beard in Louisiana and 
journeys ack to California. One cannot but ownder 

if the"movie makers aren't still spending money pretty lavishly, 
even as in the old lush dcys before the appearance of TV. 


And so- another weeb end begins, one that will be 
less exciting, I hope, than all the coming and going 
of last week end. *;id may there be a measure of 
pence and relaxation in the neighborhood of Lyme . 


Memorandum : 

A week end that duplicates that of 7 days ago 
in perfection of weather, — cloudly, brilliant sunshine and 
pleasantly cool. 

J. H. went to the State Fair in Shreveport but Celeste, 
did not accompany him because of the unpleasant condition 
of her foot. 

Saturday morning's radio had something to say 
bout an old''friend of mine. Levy Peace, a 
youth of perhaps 25 summers, has been living in 
Alexandria for a few years. Once, on behalf of his sister, 

I got him out of jail there although he was mighty unhappy 
bout h-ving to quit such a pleasant hotel. Re came to see me 
one bright moonlit night a few weeks back and 
reported his 7 children were doing fine and that 
his wife w..s pregnant, According to the Saturday news cast 
o t of Alexandria, Levy blew off the wife s head, leg ore 
the birth of the 8th child . I shdL 1 not be getting Levy 
out of jail this time and a reckon he is heading in for a long 
stretch in one of his favorite hostelries . His brother, 
McKinley, was killed a few years ago when his wife_with 
single thrust of the butcher knife, finished him off. 

He was a 3 3 weet a lad as his brother Levy and I am hoping the 
halqice of the 10 brothers and sisters may not have like mis- 
a dvemures . 

And something rather unusual happened in Cloutiervilie whi 
in view of the unsettled times, seems to merit reporting. 

Father BfLeakley took over the Catholic Church there two or 
three years ago when Father Lyon was sent to a larger 
parish". Father Bieak'ley delighted all who knew him and 
his former parishoners of Jhreveport all came down to 
Cloutierville to hear his first Mass there after 
leaving ohrefrport. 

He has wor.ksd.Mery hard and has not always received the 

awvi'iiih'i: 1 
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Monday, October ,20th, 2958. 


transfer him to another parish but the Bishop said he 
would put it of-f until he, the Bishop, returned from a 
European jaunt. On his return, he didn t get a round to it veri 
soon and F'ther FJeakley was gettng unhappier oner Church 
matters. The ins ittution has completing te re¬ 
furbishing inaugurated by father Lyon. Different groups 
or clubs in the C'h'urch 'were donating money, each presenting 
a new stained glass window, the name of the Society or Club - 
being noted on the window. How this Church of S-. Jean 
a ptiste has h r th white and colored par ishoners, who have ai w a i 
been "properly" roped off, the one group from the ether. The 
White Parishoners were pjc.sed when the colored section voiced 
the wish to contribute a window but, --and you have 
probably already guessed it, - the whites let out 
a yell whenit .turned out the colored society expected 
their window should be designated as all the white 
fenestration had been. The priest was naturally of 
the opinion that their, the colored, expections were 
just. Difficulties began mounting swiftly and 
: o-th no word from the *>ishop, Father Bleckley finally could 
stand it no long ^nd simply packed up his duffle and flew. 

For the past vhree weeks pries.s, as su stituies have been 

sent m on Sunday to say Mass until a new -res ident 

priest ass.im s Father bleak ley’s place. Verily these 

a re odd times in which we live a nd, if these 

lines are r ad by generations coming after us, the readers 

will be puzzled that such scuffling could ever have gone on. 

Saturday 1 s post seemed to be quite heavy with 
mail from James. I don't r ecall anything ■ especially 
nter-e st mg but J send them along regardless. It is 
nice to know that Edith Hamilton is back in Washington 
after summering at M a nset, Maine. In responding to 
her i shall opine that she is mistaken about laurels forming 
some crowns since in particular cases they s eem to grow 
more vibrant with the passing of time. 

And this must be all for this sitting. It has been 
so delightful in these parts, weather wise, I'm hoping as much 
m-zy be said for Lyme .. 


Memorandum: 

The weather is wonderful, a Southern rendition 
of what, with more nippy air, the north would style 
Indian Summer. 

My day has been a busy one with much physical 
exertion in the g ardening section and tonight has 
been e rually so in the typewriter neighborhood and 
the hour approaches midnight. 

Today's post had a couple of things of interest, 
none of which can be enclosed at the moment as I need 
to take quotations, addresses, etc., from what was 
on interest, 

A note, for instance, came from Mrs. Sterling Evans 
of Houston, wife of one of the partners of Little Eva. 

I had sent her a promotional package, —the new plantation 

Primitives note paper, in responding she expressed 

her delignt with it and, as I had expected she might, 

asked if she might obtain some with but the single 

design of the Land of Uncle Tom and omitting 

the other designs. She 3aid she thought it would be 

nice to enclose with the hundred fruit cakes they 

would be sending out. I suppose she means 100 

aheets and envelopes and not 100 bores. She also thought 

t e Land of Uncle x om would be nice for house stationary 

at Little Eva Plant 11 on . 

I acknowedged her letter and told her I would give 
her a rticulars in a day or two. and forwarded the letter 
to Ola Mae to let me know about the point. 

Edith Wyatt Moore wrote regarding her book which she says 
will come out this week. She told me whence it might 
be ohta lied but neglected to give me the price I shall 
order the item forthwith and probably J may have credit 
in /Patches. She mentioned how she chanced to c rite the book 

iy^ertrHtVWotiMi WHUU WHoti m ii! possibly 


4 
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Johnny Williams, brother of the late Hattie Peace, 
died of cancer at the Alexandria Charity Hospital on 
Friday night. The usual commotion as to when a funeral 
would he held resulted and I have done quite a hit 
of telephoning for the various and innumherable relatives. 

Tonight I finally got the final word on the matter 
from a Natchitoches niece. She said ; 

"We's go ,n' to wake him in town at the funeral home 
on Sat'day night and w's goin' to hvry him on Sat'day 
evening t St. Augustine's Church on Li tie River but we's 
oin' to start funerqlizin ’ him in town on Sat'day mronin' 

„ be ut M6)t*s one thing I love a h out the negro, their ability 
and im^j,g .nation in creating words a. d fu era'lise is a case 
in point. 

One o Le y Peace's hr ersjourneyed to Alexandria 

to see the currently,jailed brother. He didn't 
see Levy but talked with a making care of the case revolving 
„bout Levy h~ >ing shot his wife's head off, the lody being 

8 months in pregnency. The brother s_id the man looking 
after the case explained tha 1 , Levy was polishing his gun at 
midni ht when his wife jot in the way, —all pure accident. 

It recalled to mind the white hill billy, Cardineau who 

was shot dead by his teen age old son last year along bout 

this time. When taken to jail, the boy explained he 

and his father never had hit it off well and so he finally 

killed him hut his lawyer injerieted interjected that the boy's j 

had lunged at him but the boy protested he hadn't seen any 

body lunging at him, and so the Court freed the teen age murderer. 

Mrs. WaL ker 'phoned to report on Sunday's 
impressions of Hodges Cardens . She said Thelma and John 
were there and ’asHe'd if anyone had seen me. Nobody had. She 
said the hous , designed as a home, has the personality of 
a hotel and as all the floors throughtout are of tile, 
there's something suggestive of a hospital tout it, too. 

The decors throughout is Oriental, with lovely things and 

Cod-awful ones. ‘There are tunnels from the house to the 

margin of the lake, in f_ct there are all ort of things, including 

9 or 19, I forget uhich, domesticated juUfi boxes, among other 
things, neatly fittend into the walls so tl^at one need hut push 
a butt n and music j mps out at you. Mrs: Walker suspects that 
the Hodges, in a sort of nouveau-riche manner, yearned for 

a home hut are satisfied with a mere signboard of exceeding 
wealth, and, in my opinion, the same may be 3aid for the gardens. 
Perhaps with the passage of the Hodges, the place will heoome an hi 

of expc, sivev.ess and Nature will cast a, blanket of harmonu 

Scjlt $£ «< ens. And now I must cast a blanket over myself ana 


Tuesday, October 21st, 1958. 


Memo rand urn• 

Cur wonderful weather continues c.nd the white garden 
is especially lovely tonight in the light of the waxing moon. 

Tou will notice one of the enclosures is somewhat 
m a ngled. I cut out c number *obina sent but 
wanted you to have ■,he letter itself, giving, as 
it does, a picture of her recuperation a nd ohvious 
improvement. Rohiya is so right in 

remarking that she is not the fainting type. I shall 
respond by.urging her to go sedately and avoid 
the vapors hencerorth 

The note fromlUthe Mae came in one envelope and 
a n invoice to the tune of fifty bucks in mother. I 
am not q ite certain about the invoice representing the 
wholesale cost of the merchandise she brought to leave with 
me on the Saturday of the pilgrimage. I mentioned at 
the time tha I would use stme of the merchandise for 
promotion, as in the case of Mrs. Sterling Evans, 
and something tells me that Ola Mae may be suffering 
from the same malady that seems to be tightening its 
grip on zhe Rocket *irl f __so many irons in 
the fire that everything is attempted and something 
below average accomplished. I shall ask for a 
corrected invoice for after all, T did supply the 
Ulus rations and the text for the * Plantation Primitives and 
that, seemingly, ought to rank my status as somei mg vaguely 
more fav rable than the run-of-the-mill dealer in 
this merchandise. I am sure Cla Mae has in mind 
something quite different from what the invoice reveals but, 
to repeat myself, she is so busy flying about and so swamped with 
projects that ordinary business to say nothing of 
personal relations must suffer in consequence. In 
passing, f might remark that you have seen the last communication 
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J received from the^ocket irl prior to her jaunt 
to Manhattan. She has telephoned once since then but 
otherwise not a peep out of her. I have forwarded the 
letter which I sent her a long time back and which finally 
ended up by coming b-ck to the starting point, but 
I simply put this tn' a noth*r envelope 2 nd posted it and I 
know no- if she ev r received it. 

Personally, I have no patience with people who are forever 
counting letters and forever refusing to write letters if 
one is behind in one's correspondence. On the other hand, 
in the case o thePocket Uirl, I think she can pause long 
enough to write an occasional note or else . 

Switching to the Cla Mae fr nt, here is a message 
from her saying she will get some merchandise to me 
in a con,pie of weehs, add this response in answer to my 
re 7 est for erchandise, the demand forwhih I 
engineered through the^Cane^iver Memo and promotion 
j fts, only to be cwg^’-t' empty handed. And what 
about the matter of Mrs. Sterling f.venas and. her request 
for merchandise, —can I trust Ola - f ae, if 1 get the 
Svans order, to deliver same before Christmas for 
whi h the merchandise is expressiy required ? It all seems to 

add up to the *ocket irl 's inclination to belt dead-lines 
by the skin of her teeth, a tendency I abhor in myself 
and find ever V'" % 3S when practice by others. The ladies 
may both be within the rule3 of the w am« but it's a type 
of sport appealing to me not at all. 

If you have left off reading tliis ttrade long before now, 
you will have shown good 3ense. If you are still 
persisting in following through regardless of the dullness, I 
T pologize for blowing off steam to such .little point. 

I thought Madam Regard seemed a little more spry today when 
3he came out on the gallery at-the coffee hour. .Celeste still 
limps but continues with innumberable plans for a whole 
flock of festivities, bridge tournaments and the lord knows what 
all, going to prove that you can t keep a good girl with 
a good leg and a game one down..:... 


Wednesday, October 22nd, 1958. 


Memorandum j 

Our lovely weather continues. 

Because of poor management of my time, too much 
undertaken for one day's stint and far too many interruptions, 

I am writing rather later than usual . As a matter of fact, I 
have misdated this memo since it is really 1:25 of .hursday 
morning. 

You wirl 1 forgive me, according, if this little chat 
is more brief than usual. 

Among the other in err ptio. s were too many incoming 
telephone cells.. Carmen called me about 10:50 tonight, saying 
she had been sto some sort of a meeting in town, sponsored by the 
State Welfare Department and among other things featured on 
the program w a s a film on Welfare Department work with the 
blind, the film being commented upon by two members of 
the Welfare Department, a Mrs. Craig of BatonRouje : .nd a Mr. 

Cole of Shreveport. Somewhat ominously she remarked 
that following the program she had along talk with Mrs. Craig 
who had been with Carolyn when the film was being made,. I 
h~, vc the slightest doubt she got vast pleasure in 

telling Mrs. Craig that Carolyn is being kept in a very expensive 
Pontalba apartment by a rich oil operator from !forth Hollywood. 


Din r was un ual y pi asant today, wh with three 
pecane experts being present, all civilzed people, so 
that conversation was as pleasurea ble as the excellent food. 

Dr. Smith and Dr. Pi rce of the U. S. Experimental S ation 
at Shreveport and Dr. Barnes of Stillwater, Oklahoma. After demi-tasse 
I Q„ve Dr. Barnes a tour and laughed in my beard when, as so often 
happens, he started to remark• 

"You know, if wy wife ." 

If I had a dollar for every time a gentleman pilgrim has 


\ 
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begun a request for a tour on behalf of his wife, £ 
would he able to dispose of the federal decicit. Well, * 
s‘iall irrange it for Mrs. Barnes to make a round eventually. 


I was sur prised to see Mrs. Combs appear on my gallery 
this morning. She has something to do with this urea in regard 

way to say Howdy ,, I thought she seemed fine but I 
got hut a brief mom i it to chat with her for a Long distance 
call came in that took up most of the time sh - had to expend on 
the c 11• 


Jr 


Cue call n the 'phone w s from that gentleman in Alexandria 
who is preparing a formal opening of his James Bowie 
museum.' He thinks nothing of talking for hours, once he 
jets on the wire and I was in no frame of mind to encourage him 
in view of his exceedingly poor credit rating. He 
risked if he might come up this fternoon and, I told him 
that be impo$ ible for me Co see him today. All the man 
wanted was for me to write a booklet a hout the m sen.’ which 
could be printed _nd re^dy for istribntion at the opening of the 
museum in November, l didn't even bother to ask him 
.the date. I had^jiot heard a peep out. of the man since 
he spent an afternoon here a month or two.brck taking pictures. 

1 thought the least he might have done was to drop me a 
note sometime following the visit to let me know if any oj 
the pictures to witich 1 had gone to some trouble for him to secure 
h a d come out alright. 

A 

I told him frlnily that other commitments would prevnt me 
from do ng a nywor.k on his project before Decme er a r. the earliest 
-ynd prob >ly nor. before the beginning of the new year. X a seemed to 
depress him. To et the guy.off the hook, 
f lied and told him planned to be in Alexandria one 
day next week and would telephone him in advance so that we 
>n jht make an appointment at a mutuall convenient hour and he, 
of course, invited me to dme or sup as his g\ est at the museum. 

And this is a rough notion of the cosk-eyed&urnings of 
the day, so hurly-burly and so .no .account. There was 
much telephoning ~bout the Saturday funeral of the negro and 
the Saturday wedding of some of the mulatto gentry, and ^he result 

1 8a V Goodnight.. 


1 


'.Tliursday, October 23rd, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

Still more lovely w ather which I have been wishing 
during the past couple of days 1 might share with Lyme, what 
with news casts indicating inclemency in that quarter. 

Today's post brought three items, each interesting in 
a different way an I enclose them for yourde'lectation. You will 
note the brevity of zhe address on the one from Atlanta, —interesting 
in itself. The one from the Jest l oast is worth reading 
primarily as a document of attempted subdued discontent. The 
one from LakeCharle s is entertaining for the way Jt 
handles a travelogue. I shall answer them all before 
folding up my bej.rd, starting with the 'Jest C:asz one, for 
obviously that lady needs a 

dob ofsoothing syrup on her wind-swept situation. 

The Hatchitoches Enterprise goes forward by this same mail. 

I wrote a news item for that paper, announcing the gourd article 

in Sunday's Picayune, thinking the thing would appear as 

A news item. You may-ima. ine, therefore, that I was 

mildly surprised on learning that the news item was 

published with my name appended, —the introduction of 

the signature having been put throughj 1 know no why, since 

I had been careful to omit my name from t/ie sheet. 

/ " * ; ■ 

1 was surprised to note the presence of a likeness of little Miss Hun- 
on the second page with a secti n of a m ral behind her. The cause of 
' my surprise was the act that interior shots weren't 

supposed to be tai-en during Pilgrimage. 

And speck ing of Pilgrimage reminds me to report t/»at 



• i » • 
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during the hurly-burly of that occasion 
a year ago came to me while : 
say she had recently been in Upper 
"ary . Amy had sent 
v weekly column to 
should . drop the lady a 
strength she mig' 

see the type of things she is doing 
is 149 Watchung Hoad or some : 
time since last l wrote her 
re-prints of an early gcurd 
should be the most appropr late one 


\, some lady i hu.a mem 
surrounded by too many <eople, to 
Montclair and that 
. She said ''ary is contributing 
some newspaper, even is am 1 , perhaps 1 
re-print of one of mine on the 
ht do the s.'me for me, for ± should like to 

g. As I recall, her address 
such although it has been a long 
it fust occurs to me that one of the 
article ment oned that lady and surely that 
for me to orward. 

• is going on between 

conserve the old-timey aspect of the place and 
modernise it, n t noon today, over the 
i/ia station I heard Carmen reazcale quoted on some 
card i tout before. As the broadcast c ncluded with 
her and as I had just tuned in, I telephoned her to 
1 was talking r<bout. &he said she didn't 
; be contacted by ai y wireserivce. She 
said she would make inquiry and call me back, apparently the 
local radio station had quoted her from a c nversation of a day or 
t.;o b^ch and it had been transmitted to Shreveport. T‘.e 
pres nt rumpus is over a paving project. Many of the older streets 
are of brick. Some of the stupid merchants who de'lcare they 
want a nice modern town where people can come to shop, petitioned 
the Batom'-ouge Higway Department to put a covering of 
asphalt over the old brick p.vements and it seems the 
Hysterical La les are opposing the request. It is so 
baffling th t business ten who get their interne from 
people coming to •' tc> .t r-hes legalise it is an old town jnd has 
something worth ter wile to jo\ rney to see, are always out in 
fr nt in a frantic effort to wring the neck of the goose that 
lays the olden eggs. 

In Lionel 's letter he mentions a priest whose hook he has been 
reading. Oddly enough, this priest was brought into the world by 

tel JbBunc ibdiedninlhilso£MejdshifloHo&8 eujhdnnc faiyodie thiijjksBok .matters as 


Memorandum : 

Our beautiful weather continues 


The gin chugs along merrily because, thanks to 
this -favorable season for cotton picking, the cotton 
has been rolling of lute. '-This morning a bout 10 
thee was a mild flurry when gobs of cotton caught 
fy.re in the gin A pebble, caught in the cotton, 
often sparks cotton going through the ginning process 
and flash fires are not unusual and, as in today's case, 
do little or no damage. 

. And okay's mil had 3ome of the ele cents that 
prod ced nothing much to speak of. ^ note from James 
indicates the Socket o irl is flying a bout so .ewhere, 
end ng up this week end in the Marshall area, if not 
a few States away, and I suppose Ola Mae may be said 
to be situated in the sane general neighborhood. 

I had fankly expected a letter from Ola Mae on 
Wednesday, providing me with the quotation for which I 
h c .d asked covering the Sterling Evans' request covering 
their Land of. Uncle Tom proposed order. But 


'Later, on opening it, I discovered it cont ined 
the manuscript of a gourd story Ola M : e had asked me 
to supply for a forestry Magazine., -qonly this 
did nothing more, so, at least, I can t ex a ctly say it 
w a s a rejection although neither can I say that 
it was a sign of acceptance . Those girls are so busy , 
q bout, they have scant time for business, I fear. Mo 
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wonder they are forever in a panic over a dead-line. 

Naturally, 1 am de'lighted a bout the new scuffle 
that has developed as a result of this year's 
Nobel Prise for Literature to one Boris Pasternack, or 
however that Russian gentleman spells his name. Surely 
the Kremlin hoys must be busy tonight, re-writing the novel 
causing such a flurry so millions of copies' maybe 
distributed behind, the Iron Curtain, presenting 
a novel that the c uthor himself would never recognise. Like 
a scenereo tt>at so a Iters a story being translated from the 
printed page to the screen, producing a result that gives 
one an opportunity to recognise the translation only through 
the title, so the Russians will perhaps issue a 
Soviet version that resembles the original story only in 
the title and name of the a uthor on the cover. 

And mention of the Nobel prise sets me to guessing 
how few how few of these awards I h a ve ever read. 1 don't 
even recall the names of th books or the titles of very many and 
it is quite p ssihle that in some instances, as in Faulkner, perhaps 
the award wo3 given to t' e e tire literary production of » man or wo 1 
2 nd net merely one single novel. L have read some 
of Faulkner but don't know if I have read the preise one, if, indeed 
one precise and single title w c s acclaimed. I suppose 
Pearl Buck got her avjard on TheGood Earth and I never have 
read that. If memory serves, it seems to me little 
Marcel was one of the very few or perhaps the only person ever 
to receive the oncourt prise o» two successive boobs, --"Du Cote de 
Ch 2 Sw a nn" and "A 'Ombre des Jeunes Filles en Fleur", hut 
that wasn't th* Nobel Prise which, i suppose, he never was accorded 
2 nd so has noth ng to do with the in point. I don't 

recall the Uno’set title that won a Nobel award and 1 doubt if 
I ever read one of her more important novels. I 
suppose ‘Thomas Mann may have received one for The Magic Mountain, 
or some s ch but, like most people with Proust, I always 
found Mann j little hard going. Perh a ps Rom in Roll and got 
a Nobel award for J*an Christophe, if he rote it -nd that 
I have read but probably would not b*.likely to re-read 
although u liked it.. Perhaps Gals worthy for the Forsythe 
business but that is only c surmise and 1 liked the Forsythe busi¬ 
ness. Still, as my % mind ranges over the possibil ties of the past, 
it seems to h a ve retained so few particulars --*nd I have read so 
’or the publisher of the mer ca» version of the Pasternack 
E. Jio.sc pe !fu,rr.ow zertcii L nl t y_d_id_x qf^e sold 

_ __ _ )und 

Show Up 


jbout it but he never did show up . 


few, 
opus, 


: v 


„Sunday, October 86th, 1958. 


Memorandum • 

Our lovely weather continues and more wild geese honked 
southward last night through the moonlit sky. 

Saturday's post was thin and. the letter from Olo Mae 
surprised me by what it didn't say. Her letter was posted 
on Friday and came tc hand Saturday. I sent her the Evans letter 
requesting quotations for Land o Uncle ■‘■om note paper on Monday 
.nd i tare it, s nee no reference was made o it, th t 
it did not reach her on uesday although it seems odd it 
should have failed to find its destination by Friday when she 
wrote . 

Som • til re some bag, an a ssociate of Celeste in some of 
her activities, telephoned me at 8:50 today, re -nesting a 
special go-round . or som « Calif' rnia friends and herself. 

I told them to come at 5. Picture my disappointment when, 
at 10 minutes before 5, some gentleman knocked at my door, 
a:wiou»c ing : 

"Here we are, —the Qhockleys . " 

Naturally / was delighted to see them but infinitely distressed 
I had not mown of their impending visit so th t I might have stayed off 
the noisey b 2 g. The net r suit was that they did not sit down, --the 
Cho kleys, — a;»d so their visit timed out to he but a sort 
of-"Ha-l nd Farewell" 3ort o ' th i g. There were so many 
things I wanted t c a sh. he tout, —the El .c k Pc est, London 
n ni so on but we g t oh ; ce tc. talk a out anything snee they, somewhat 

unfortunately, 1 thought, had brought some friends with them, and 
so a delightful sitting developed into a mad rush a round and 
before any of us kew what was what, the 3 o'clock crowd arrived 
■i'nd, among other things, --I was provoked , 

As I got rid of the 3 o'clock crovid and started b~ck 


<r 


~~s 


-* 


<■« 
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(« front gate toward Yucca, I encountered somebody coming 
side gate, it turned out to be Frances (and Jock and her 


from. .th 

in the side gat 

son, Robert, She said Plythe and her brc her afid sisters had 

come up to t< e camp for the day from Alexandria and that all 

the A'a^ks had come down from Shrev port, Sh • sj id further th t 

plythe hid tol' her ■-out the Plantation Primitive note paper 

a »d that site had come over to buy a flock qf same . Cf course 1 

didn't ho.v any and little Mis spams ey w-sn t likely to show up with any 

so that it would probably be two or three days before any merchandise wou 

he to h nd. I vas glad to learn that li tie Whit, of the graduating 

accident at Waahiy.gt: n and lee last spang, is :toto happily 

installed at Duke University a,id be ‘ore Christ as h is Jikrl. 

to he able Tf ' away with is cr tches. 


A si ght teJe.’hvn m. -rr ton at this point, --somebody calling 
about t\e Picayune article, and I forget where J was at. 


9533 




Monday, October 87th, 1958, 


Memorandum• 


Cur lovely weather continues, a little cooler, perhaps, 
but -nite lovely, n verthe'less and no suggestion of that 1 6 
inches of snow th .t tumbled down on Tanners v ille in the 
Catskill Fiuntai n.3 as of Sunday night. 


My day h s been a busy one but withal pleasant, 


J. H• brought home a copy of tid. : 's Picayune and I 
thought the cover iuitc pretty. The lights were so dazzling in 
the house, I couldn't make out much of the black and white pictures 
one of which seems to h pve a likeness of my friend, Carlton Brown o?i the „ 
gallery, a tall boy a year ago when the p cture was taken and taller now 
a year later by about foot, I suppose. 

C leste ran through the article with dash and delight and 
inter-posed with many observations, providing me with a very vague notion 
as to the c ntent but, prom wh.it i could g ther jn\~st all the chatter, 
bh - piece was wonderfully uuinsp red, making me wonder why 
.Yarren had tossed, the three articles on gourds I had submitted or 
rather turning them over to achel Daniel to remove everything 
that might have been interesting. T think the Hooke Uirl with 

pair of sh ars could, have snipped paragraphs from the three articles 
'I had provided and. come up with something far less dull but 
perhaps if I vrr get around to read the piece is comyara live quiet, 

I shall find it not so tiresome as the initial reading proved to be. 

I must drop a note to t e photographer who m > he shot for the cover for 
1 '.o th-m'k he made •nite a pretty study of the material he had 
to work with. 

For the first time I cj:i remember, The Shreveport '.times did 
not list Meet ,he Press in its TV program for today, the same always 
->pear mg in the Jaturday issue, and so Celeste did not search 
for it during the afternoon she told me t night. When I r turned to 
Xucci, I fished a round or an MIC station, found several in he South but 
only one in the Morth carrying M-et The Press, and I thought I understood 


Some lady, i beli-ve her name is rs. Hymes, of 
Natchitoches, telephoned me this morni 'g. She said her. 
mother who .is very old, suffers from some rheumatic difficulties, and 
she is forever trying to think up things to get the patient's 
mind out of c depression. The reason she called me was to t hank 
me for having provided, her with such means in behalf of her mother, 
for she started reading her the Cane River Memo about 
Jean Prudhomme and his deer and the old lady nericd up and forgot 
her iiff cu.lt le simmediately for she had known Jean Prudhomme 
and in the old days, had often gone down along the Joyous Coast 
to visit at oean's home where he always would let her help 
him feed his particular pets in the deer park. 

5 he said her mother had many a souvenir about Jean's Paris days 
and t'iat her family later had purchased a fancy "carrosse" that 
Jean had had fashioned for himself in Paris and brought to 
the Joyous Coast prior to the^ivil Jar. I .suggested that her 
mama ought to .jot down some of the things she could r emember 
r,bout Je n Prudhomme so that we might incorporate them into another 
follow-up column which might jive as much pleasure to others 
a3 t e ,'i ,rst one had to her. What a compensation to 
know that one column A~s enabled an ailing old lady to forget her 
aches and pains for a little, johile . 

A lovely note from CBS Mews enclosed a copy of the Frjc Sevareid 
boradast L requested and I ,shall make a column out of it for November 
...5th, --the broadcast bout thePoman Doctor.. 


■f 




i 
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Tuesday, October 28th, 1958, 


Broun* 1*30 or £ o'clock tjt. 

«t.£* o» to my » 0 ck yalUry, f ^ 4«™1 »». 

»» 0 t« pap-r. i/r bd a■ cAat c-d / Sfte s? ened /tne, 

in the .same Mock wit/* u ass and ray, «tc, 

. ,3 »*« l./urtcci, ifada, ^aliH. both 

appeared, or r.ther a was l ; J da ™ Indies came and I 

truing and afternoon, when t a c / ia »cff to do whatever 

whiske’ then over here *o jive MatiamR ^ ed , He3 ts. As 

s , e ... ht want to *e v ore e ^ \ ltle%en from Oklahoma for 

u;!d 1 * a8 

re. id to <j u r. t: t >orh . 

i lady from Baton Bongo, . club 

Plantation Prim.ties, according to a * ele P h0 ' xe ' t* finds them 
her club might piaster Baton ™J fc JJ'Jjj '** ■ * o/ tMa 

possessed of -plain de c arme P?**™* 3 c to her, should be 

order, such as the note paper rad a te.s, acc o i > 

pushed in pre-Christmas sales all over the P^ ce * k f / deta Hs 

a writ te letter and must communicate with Ola . ae reg ra ,.g 

of supply . 

1 must also ..rite V°' t XTr t'fiVem /SfEl“" V** " 

secure transparencies i mediately J , title of 

the Blah atton trinities. to he issued under the title of 

a: i 

fn ‘ j} i 0 „n in t ; *e Bitch itoches area, nuking as pre 1 

gin s the 0 Plantation Brim ties a ndJ0i]Hw J^, 2 ^n^verexc 1 us i vel y 
I shall also suggest t hOht at the su , ^ with the project so t/J 

to the Lemee House be brought put uy rga ni*attona nay use 

scads of ladies belonging to statn/o/ 1 Uncle -oe* 

sa^«, and, o/ course, I “>«•» J r Ho ....hummmnm... so much to be done 

r,rZr.&,T>'M ZtXdie .ttl nothing to «.... 


(WcS^vvt 



Memorandum ; 

Cloudy and chilly with the same thing plus dampness 
promised for the morrow. 

I don't know why I got such a lot of mail today but 
I suppose most of the letters, coming from places in 
the ulf States area, the majority I scarcely remember 
ever having heard of, must have come as a result of 
the picayune thing. Secretarial ass stance was scant 
a nd I hqven't even bothered to open more than a few letters 
and most of those were from regular correspondents, end 
none of these letters did i finish. 1 he others can wait until 
secretaries come into view more plentifully a nd that will 
be time enough to see a bout those who probably are wanting seeds 
or fruit. 

I was reaching the bottom of the page last night before 
I realized I had better stop, but I do want to mention 
that I shall be writing Ola -Mae within a day or two, 
suggesting we make some long range plans for 
stationary, and if Botes on 0 Id Haxchitoches 
can be produced for the Christmas trade, --and I doubt it, 
we might plan -not her series a monzh before Easter, to 
be styled Botes On Cane^iver Plantations note paper. 

I should like to illustrate about six, if possible, — 

Oakk'lawn Cedar Bend or whatever they call the Jean Prudhomme 
home, Oakland, Melrose, Magnolia I guess 
Beaufort ought i,o be included, too.. 

Iix using '.ransparenc ies ’iqde by the xi ocket (rirl t these 
coild be annotated by zaeusuql scribe and might make 
qu e a nice Eas er and s ring festival number, I should 
th ink. 

The mention of Oakland reminds me that they were 
bu3y-busy in that section today, what with John •‘■'ord 
' dnd United Artist carnking their coffee grinders like mad in 
spite of the chill and clouds. J. H., passing that way, 
said everything appeared so sunny, what with the 
tremendous electric lamps lighting up the avenue and 


- 
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Wednesday, October 29th, 1958. 


the lamps may even hape helped warm t:.e actress, photographed 
co ing out on the Oakland nailery in somewhat summer-like 
attire while the thermometer stood in the 60's, J. H. said 


QOUire WULJ.e I'Ue UUC uc l vouvu. imo uv o # o • a • 

he met and chatted for a while with some of the people, --till 
Holden, the actor, or possibly John V^yne, or maybe both. 

He found them wry pleasant. if c ircumstance ever enables you 
to see The Horse u oldier, it m.:y he interesting to, recoil that 
the first shots of this picutre nere mj.de a 0 kl ynd although 
these scenes, s likely as not, m.py not appear in the picture 
when pasted together, until far along in the story. I have 
always thought how^mu'-h more we.ring it must he on actors when 
p ctres a e :ijde, not in t; e progression o the final 
story s told on .he screen hut with the tail end of the tale 
n s likely to be shot first r ther than last, 


I was certainly glad to learn this noon that 
the Sacred. College had finally nude up its mind 
and selected a new Pope, Jean rilll. What 
a number to h.ng on to anybody s name In times gone bye, 

I have heard this m-n referred to as having a sense of humor which 
is something rare enough, i reckon, in the seats of the mighty, 

P rhap this expl ns why, in repeating that he has. been 

a Cardinal of Venice, ■‘■"almost said a Carnival of Venice. Surely 

this is hound to be comprise (compromise ) Pontiff and I 

must say a feel song for 2 ?iy man who finds a triple crown 

placed on his brow at 76 or 77 Knowing nothing about 

the qualifications of the several likely Cardinals, I didn't 

h„ve \ii y eal preference although I was inclined to hope 

a non-cardinal in he person of Hontini of Milan f might 

receive the palm. I had only 3ense enough about’ 

a ny of them to hope the Cardinals of Sir icily, Genoa and Hew York 

wouldn't get the gob for I think the two Intalicn ones in t his 

trilogy „re two conservative and 1 never warmed up any to Francis, 

Spellman, especially after the Hyde park episode. Hut with J 0 } in t 

at 77, perhaps Genoa, now in his early 50's, n.y shortly get a cha 

to tul re a. P'iss at -he P.p-J throne. Don't you know there 

is going to be plenty of 'politicking" as he ween right 

now jud he -ext time they get tueSisteen stovw stoked up a dab. 

•, 4 ; r . - U—_ 

At coffee this morning, T saw both ladies, ~nd 
Celeste read me a letter from Essae Mae, asking her 
to pour at the new .State Library on flovmber 9th 
which, -*• take it, must he the d elayeif" opening date, 
originally "sot" for October 12th. J. H. told Celeste 
he didn't know if he would be too busy with pec ones then or 
not but something tells me he will not .••• 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find a message from Lyme, in today's post. 

I didn't notice the cancellation which ^ assume may have been Monday 
night or Tuesday morning and here is the message arriving today and 
[ like it. 

Please don't w rry about the little lapses in between. As 
you know, true friendship all the circumstances and. it is 
so much better to let telepathy do the work of the typewriter 
when programs make other communication impossible. And 
just as this covers the immediate past, so let it cover the 
immediate future for just the day to day demands in the pre- 
holiday season ahead is going to take up pretty much of 
all one's time and energy. Relax if ever opportunity presents 
such a rare balm, always assured that I shall think it the best 
possible investment. 

I'm glad you liked cue 1 i t'le hook and t he littje note paper. 

I b'Xievc there were only two or three subjects'v^td in t his 

first go-round but I shall check o?» it to make sure and let you know. 

I was under the impress'ion that there would be 15 sheets of note paper, made 
ofx up of three different scenes hut 1 ?iot sure since I have 
never gone through one of tjie packages. 

A message from J. H. this morning, sent from the store, asked 
if I didn't want to run up to Oakland to see the movie making and 
to Oakland I went immedia e'ly following the coffee hour. Horses to 
the tune of perhaps 50, perhaps twice that number, mounted 
by [/nion soldiers, a believe, were cantering down the avenue of oaks 
a ;i d the heroine was coning out on the gallery, and that scene 
uas repeated lots of tine’s, so " saw lot.s of horses. 

Madam Beaufort sjfw me coming and rushed up, exclaiming ; 

"Isn't thi's a wf/il... .-.11 this doings ... .just, think how Alphonse's 
grandfather must bj turning over in his grave." 

Beth always Knows how to nettle me and I came hack at her by 
saying I agreed-the old man was turning over in his grave, —in 


f 
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our. 


rands on a hand since 


tn.it I hadn t. 

A'lphouse Pr,udhomme. came up ti m nd ashed me if I really 
thought he wasn t doing wrong. I told, him I was so glad 
he oas doing it-and that A thought the whole Parrish ought to 
be expressing their gratitude that by thus cooperating, the monies 
were hie to m ke use' of such a lovely s etting nd at the same time 
pour money into the coffers of the town. Peth had one ear stuck 
out listening and I proceeded to give quite a sermon. .Hie trouble 
with Eeth is that she' is enr gel hec.t se the movies didn t 
use Beaufort. She ’oesn't like Alphonse ■.nd lucille and 
instead 'of spying home and m nd ng her b smess, she spends 
the enure d y, --both yesterday .a ■ to ay, pawing round 
Oakland, hanging crepe wh-re ev-r si e inds a hbely peg. Well, 
she d dn't find i c. v-nie t one in me. 

Carmen telephoned me this fternoon. She said the. old lady 
who h ew Sean Prudhc^.me wanned to come to s-e me with her daughter, it 
see s the daughter, a womnn in her 50*s r 60's, had telephoned 
Carmen after her telephone c nve sa'.ion With me he oth r cay and 
told Carmen that in spite of what she had always believed because 
several people in town had told, her it was true, —in spite of that, 
she s imdy couldn't believe that 1 was a mulatto, now those 
dishy bags in town must stir up tales, what with all the time 
on their hands and so little in •their heads. 

,'od. n y's post was heavy again today but I read only the letter 
from little Miss lee, the rest of "the envelopes coming from people 
who undoubtedly' are impelled to do so by the Picayune thing. I 
shall get to them later in the week, — Florida, Texas, Mississippi and 
Louisiana. Hobody, as barren observed earlier in the. year, may be 
interested in gourds but yesterday's and today's post seems to 
indicate 'arren could be wrong. 

From a colored friend 1 le rned that a girl of color, serving 
as mail in the movie and on the gallery at io ay, is a 

Monnette, a local girl. 1 .investigated during. Hie afternoon and then got 
in touch with the radio s-taion to invite the Public Relations 
epartment of the movies to contact me for, of course, it will 
give they a talking point in their publicity when I explain the 
distinction of her grandma, Josephine Mon»tte of Children of Strangers... • 


Thursday, October 30th, 1958. 


Memorandum • 

gold and sprinley with a promise for more on the morrow. 

I h-ve been thinking so much of Eugene O'.Veil's opus and 
its interpretation by Helen Hayes and shall be awaiting your opinion 
which I hope was all on the good side since you have so 
long deserved a truly delightful evening. 

My distress of today as the mis-placement of a handful of _ 
letters, probably all pertaining to gourds but some, of which, 1 know, 

con t j ned orders. 

Lut on the no d side was several envelopes I had p~t °ff 
openin'; for two or three days and one of these chanced to be from 
a Mrs. Richard /. Freeman, S95 walnut Street, Hew Orleans which, 

T nm told, is a good address. Mrs. Freeman wrote she plants 
a bin party for Thanksgioing < has a large house and wants to 
decorate it with gourds, corn, etc, and asking me to teje phone 
her. I might have d ne so but I just got round to open it. 

I thoght of stacks of pecanes as being a nice touch for 
autumnal gatherings and so telephoned James, asking him to 
waits around on Walnut to see about pecanes, gourds, souvenir - 
gifts for the guests, such as plantaton cook books, Plantation note paper 
-nd the like. 1 thought he might get some notion as 
to the sise of the rooms, the amount of stuff required, and, so on. 

I shall have to buy gourds, if that be possible, to fill the 

order roper’ly but that can be done advantageously, probably, if at all• 

James will telephone me tomorrow night. 

interruption... 
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That was a be-luted secretary and, praise the lord, 

I finally tracked down the missing handful of mail,— 
all gourd doings. 

I so often t hing of lit:le Hiss lee and her 
inadequate assistance and especially so these ays when I 
wish a had somebody just to look up telephone numbers in 
•jiew e the hind I am trying to lend in a co-ple of directions 
to plant ti n folks. One c se in pent is the arvist s 
daugher, *ary Davis, schel led ti return from sit mr- 
in the hosoit 1. ~>he is in nee - : a w eel cha r nd I am casting 


Friday, October 3 1st, 1958. 


about for one as the poor things awaiting her return have no notion 
-s to going bout getting one. And another case engaging much of my ati 
is that of Little -‘■ohert, that enormous Little- iver man with 
n wife and a flock of children. He is Robert Anthony ’ s t son and 
I have always liked the family, including little T-o ert s 
sisters, one being the cook, iiowreatha, another being the ex¬ 
lark Duchess, s.ttnce and so on. A year ago the plantation 
was putting out too terrific a poison. It made several workers 
but little ao vert was hit hardest. Something went 
pj^-.ig with the liver as i resu.lt of the poison and now his 
gision is six-seven and it ppe.rs one eye must be removed 
and possibly both. The s t: re o s not c .re to have the 
matte- br ' ght up, <. tir lly. But there is much by way 
of trying to salvage something with too many doctors, 
agencies, hospitals, etc., and l hoi’ the thought that he 
may be s-pved at least o. little of his vision even if but a little, 
there's such a world of difference between just c little and none 

at ,11. 

I got quite few calls today about little iss Alberta • 

Sev-ral people ashed me to 'c other personalities. I have been turning 
the mat ter over in my mmd hut fe r I cannot jive a?» entertaining 
a nd yet fiir ccount of m ny one such as Lyle, Hiss Cammie 
or such like within the limits of a column and so I know not 
if I will attempt another right away or not, but probably not. 

I received a dozen small gourds .from somebody i dvertising 
same ill the hill country, —three dollars for twelve. They weren't 
exception ! ind at that rate, a , igure I must have given 
the G rden Club or Hysteric. ! ladies of the lemee House 
bout bout three hundred dollars worth, figured at 
i'.e c rrent rate • This will help me in establishing a price for 
la Freeman i nd provide me with seed, from tther vines although 
none of the gourds are attractive but the crossing with the local 
ones may be advantageous. And now I must get to work 
before l get sleepy ........ 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find another letter f rom Lyme in 
oday 's post, 

I z m so glad you liked the pictures in the picayune and 
may I say in dvence hew kind I think it is of 
you to have shared so generously the copies you obtained, 
f h z ve in mind to send one to Madam Marko and one to the Gourd 
Society and keep at least one in my file so that if z ny others 
come to hand, I m y be able to send one to this o that 
friend who many not h,ve seen the doings. 

And may 1 has ev. vo express my a v 2 e ent and my 

gratitude for the interpretation of Madam Marko 's 
undecipher 2 ble note which you ash eved with such grace but, 

I zm equally positive, with vast concentration and labor. 

4 s you nay im cine, I j.n so gl d to have the particulars which 
would not h-ve leen mine, had you not somehow found time 
to mike the transmission f rom the unknown to the known. 

And m y I thank you, too, for having been, so kind 
as to give me such a comprehensive synopsis of the C ’.Veil-Hays 
presentation. It must have been a wonderful evening. Let 
us hope it runs and runs, as such two names as O'.Veil and Hayes 
sho-Id help it to do. In ye-rs to come, even as in years gone bye, 
people will be looking b a ck to "the good old days" when Broadway 
in a single season could/have such plays as "Sunrise at Campo Belli 
and ‘.he veh cl e win ch you have just witnessed. Surely some 
theatrical seasons are richer than others but even in the 
poorer years, it never seems to be without something worthy 
of admiration . 

Today has been cloudy and " a ir-ish" again, the thermometer 
flux', ting between a log of the lower 40's and a high in 
the lover 60's. We are pram 3ed cold, cloudy weather for 
the week end. . 

I am writing a little 1 ter th, : n usual tonight because 












% 


From Che FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M~3889 in che Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


\\F 


9543 


05^ 


MV.r 


I had understood J mes would telephone- me tonight between 
S :30 and 9 concerning natters at theP.ich _rd Fscnan house 
end the possibility 'of converting that establishment into a 
"harvest heme" viith plantation stuff around thanksgiving time, tut 
no call cane through and s it is now after 11, I suppose’ 
l ~Pi"not likely to hear from him before tomorrow night. Perhaps 
la'Freeman was not at home today. I.am just as gald, for 
I had dropped her a sales-t^lk letter, sending James a copy, and 
I shall >e gl d if both have the communications before meeting. 

A note from C.la Fee today, giving me the figure -on the 
Evans note peeper, a s requested by me on the 20th.Ole H~c 
■nd Carolyn are forever getting their stories mixed up or, to give 
'them the benefit of the de bt, perhaps neither the Lost Word nor 
the-Eocket a-ir] never really hjve any sound notion as to what 
either is tip to. J mes old me that the Socket ^ir! had 
left town .'ft' * 3 ay for L z -‘-yetce and ?r jr shall. 0l a Fee 
in her note says she expects to see Carolyn next week ~nd. then, jurt 
-sks me to telephone her—Jl Fee, if I can arrange meeting 

between her, Carolyn, and John Wayne and Bill Holden., 
with some deal or oth.cr bout Hodges Cardens and hospitality 
to be extended to the movie st.rs. It. seems ,the Hodges 
P’.’blic relations g u.yb, Ch.rlie phi'll .ps, hasn t been able 
to entice such h in fish into th- urde.is but ■'I think 

I could manage tne %h ing easily enough, if the impulse were sufficie 
st.rr -g. A ter : 11, it wouldn't be ifficv.lt to skip up to 
Cakl.^d char, w t,h them both or simply by picking up the 

'phone, I might telephone v eir, the Horse Soldier pub¬ 
lic relation's gent. Eut if it takes 11 d n ys # to get a rush 

quotation out of 0 1 Fae and if Carolyn can t find, time 

to write, I'm not dropping everything merely ~hecau.se Hodges wants to 
hook a movie star. I ertjinly d on ' t //lame the girls for 
manifestations of arrested deve: ope ent •ut it is they who 
start the game of hide ... nd seek and after c ge ron.s amount of 
te chmg ontheir part s ro how t-.e .g<me is pi yed, I 

h_ve bee m sufficiently adept top! y it, too. 

The enterprise called today to check on a word in next 
Thursday's Ca'-'.e --1 ver He o and remarked ; "What a fabulous 
name...how w; -derful...." and they ere referring i.o my 
Lady of t he Lamp, for m next week's c-'lnm the name 
of Miss LydiaV Lee of Lyme will c p earin passing in 
r ji article n bout the late Pope, of all things, and long 
quotation from eric Hevareid, --compny which r, c rson-lly, like.... 


Sunday, Mevemker 2nd, 1958. 


.S8»l' 


• e~ (\ bite easi- ,e il«\ e tti” 

A:. \ VJ \/ b iilH-Z I A ? J i\K ftSl!/ OVT 

- t ' ■> * „oV '-j • x t 

ee V- ? i-rii i ».j> i ■■•'>.0 *.•'* -'C-- 

i e ■ v* 6 * 1 6 o ? 


Cel - 0 lr. 


m a i 

*r tiv.j i: *'i» 


J' uo* 


t •>,«?. 

i b« c 


Si- 91P 




Si 1 


Memo rand un r n * ' T - ' - - e “ ‘ 

S' • •? *J:5- 4 - .V'5TUi ( .L It* i - -U’’ S'' «“ *-i-* ^ 

..■semi A new rikken, thanks te little Jfins Lee, and 

three espies ef the Picayune in Saturday's' pest, thanks te 
little Hiss Lee, and life recking aleng with a premise 
ef unending jey, thanks te little Miss Lee • 

t~- .J* . i . - . s or - so t- s' ,T5«i « 

Lhe weather has keen mroeleus all week end and the day has keen 
t jammed with peeple, knecking eut my desk werk and• pleasing me 
kut scantily. *> - 

We ate a little earlier teday kecause J. H. and Celeste were 
geing te tewn te seme funeral thing early. I had had 
- peeple when JV H. hadmsent me -in theneming. Befere he —-1 

teek eff this afternenn, he sent me mere.‘ In the mean time, 
when I had, returned -te lucca fren mid-day dinner, the Recket Qirl 
tapped’at ny deer, heading fferth teward Shreuepert and Marshall. 

-ft ~n ft: 9 \S-'- ’ •» 1; ” * , ?! ’■ * - ...'5 *r 8 

Iasked her te change this rikken, she did, and put 
it en k a ckwards. Fertunately, ether peeple arriving 
later in t(ie day reversed it. I held the theught it may ke right 
at this late date, u \ " 

u si. a , %s r.v a sei.i. ,^s>n3w 

Letitia Beaman cane with several peeple and * 
o* the same time Gwen Rush ef Mansfield cane with a 
fleck if peeple and kef ere they left a fleck Vf Breaaeales klew 
f t in fren Match it*~hes. « ' : ; 

i,i 5 -. - 8j b j »«'. \« si sMyte 

I had started tens kind ef a celunn kut get it knj^y a third 
dene and the Lerd knewe what I said and hew far I didn t get. 

.«• ■■ oi i \r. 

* Oh, yes, and I never did hear fren Janes. Perhaps 

9 the Uy, la Freeman, wasn't in tewn, making a call 

.uncalled fer. Carelyn menders if he has a jet, as he always 
seems te have appeintnents in the nerning and the afterneen 
v, j;» these days • Perhaps thatTts why he^eeuldn't take 

care ef the Freei^an thing seenere r.% ei • 


lea >■: • 
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Monday, Hevember 3rd, 1956, 
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The Rocket Uirl was full ef news and projects. 

She brought me a bscohure which I shall t ry te f ind and enclose. 

She said she had seen Lisnel in Lafayette last night 

and that they had read the cslumn absut little Miss ^Alberta 

a nd mere a b§ut that shertly, but at a subsequent sitting, 

There seems te be seme Hedges ce ferenoe fer Tuesday with 
a preb a ble visit te the Gardens en Thursday, —the cenference 
in Shreveport, the Gardens at Hang find she will ge directly frem 
the gardens te Hew Orleans, Leng since have I given up trying 
te keep up with her < 

•. tc - i 

m it dinner, Celeste had mentiened that Beth de Beaufert 
was spreading the glad tydings that there is a remanee •- 
stir in Alexandria, as between Blythe and Dr, Wallace, 
wheever Dr. Wallace may be, 

This ftemeen, Casually I asked Lutetia 
Bewman far news efxkgtc Blythe and. she remarked that the 
bridge heundjs ef Alexandria wpre making vast speculatiens 
a eut her and Dr. Wallace because they beth are interested 
in camellias and beth play bridge, sometimes being seen at the 
same card table, She said se many ef the bridge - 
pla ing crewd have se little en their minds that they 
nre always avid fer gossip and that there might be eemething 
te what they had te say But as fer herself, she felt 
it a little premature te jump at such a cenclusien 
merely because a man and a weman happened te have a 
ceuple ef enthusiasms in oemmen, Persenally, I think it 
weuld be nice fer Blythe is suoh a marriage ceuld be 
engineered but if Dr, Wallace it seems te me he 
weuld be smart if he maintained his "single blessedness", fer 
Blythe is inclined, te be ef the jealeus type and surely 
that must contribute beredem te any marriage in 
, ^ which ene ef the oentraoting parties is oursed with s uch an 

affliction, 

• \ i r " • * 

ind new I guess I had setter K rele up my sleeves and begin deing 
. . the day's werk that circumstances prevented until new. It is 

true that I am a little sleepy tut I have lest all the Meet the Press 
a nd F a oe the nation pregrams and se I can eenoentrate en seme mail 
witheut distractien ef thinking whay, were it earlier, I might be hea 


3W * ’ 


A* 


. * ') 


\ «.,» .v.s-; " .-iq -3 ivr «• ''■' •.TV s 

ooi ’>■ t mj* liltiiq Q&tln x V *ht J 

• -1 • ■ •• '* V.‘ l 

j roj ■ \e * l A- -■ 

Memerandum : A u - t '« - 

'■'ixixWt, n« i •)• V- '■ ■ . ■■"-.> o • i-tn•> .* • 

Cleudy and warmer with a premise ef drissle en the merrew, 
and in seme places that might make a difference in the eleotien 
' but nene here, I knew net if it helds any mere in any 

. section of the oeuntry but fermerly it was felt that a rainy 
. day favored the Demecrats because the Demecratic strength 
ha8 usually i»x bten in urban centers, inclined toward 
liberalism, while Repu\lican strength manifested itself mere 
in rural sectiens which, fer sene reasen er ether, was usually 
mere ^conservative, It was suppesed that it was easier fer city fej 
te get te the pollis when the weather was inolement than fer the 
farmers in the oeuntry but prebably much ef this aspect ef 
things has been vastly altered by new means ef lecemetien, 
news transmission and se en, 

( 1 Kt -A* ''>■■■•. C. ' '•,'.'01.0 t lt»* '• I. M.93'.ts ) ' .V 

Hi Lsuisiana, sinoe the primaries settle the matter ef 
which man will get the effioe he craves, all that remains 
is fer the veters ts signify their wishes regarding something 
mere than 30 intendments te the State Constitution, This 
is the biggest piece ef temfeelery imagine able in eleotien day deii 
Nobody I knew has se much as bethered te read a ny •/ the Amendmenti 
a nd couldn't remember a n V •/ them, beyend eije er twe, if they had, 
The majerity ef the veters in this area den t read anyway and 
certainly never read a paper • Fortunately. the majerity ef them 101 
net bether te veto anyway, a 1theugh the pells, fully staffed, 
will be open frem 6 a.m. until 8 p,m,, and I deubt if SO 
people even bether te ge into the booth and take a few oraeks at 
30 seme odd numbers, indicating the Amerndments • 

, One mere ridiculous side ef this thing, the futility 
of casting a vote either way en seme ef the Amendments, is the 
fact that a n ybedy vith sense knows that the Amendments themselves, 
if approved and incorporated into the &*ate Constitution, are 
bound to be unconstitutional anyway and, as seen as contested, 
weuld be thrown eut. Amendment He, " is a case in 
pei,nt, for it asks the voter te approve er disapprove ef a Law 
enabling the State te give State money to privately 
iMn^S^fiphselft if the^everner should decide the public 
lWl S g?S¥!f thi «9" Anybody 


weuld knew the Supreme Court weuld 
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I guess £ ran ene line ever anether.... 


The tie. 8 Amendment asks the veter te decide if the 
State Censtitutien sheuld have en its beeks a Law enabling 
the State te give meney te privately eperated soheels if 
the Geverner sheuld clese public scheels ever the racial thing 
Surely, anybedy with a gr a in ef sense , knews the Supreme Ceurt 
weuld teas such a Law eut ef the windew witheut batting 
eye-lash, —and yet hundreds e theusands ef 


b i 


dellars will be 

spent temerrew te engineer an electien whichnebedy knews 
and teeuld disdain the mere if they did. 

mere geurd letters c ame te hand in teday's pest. hey 
te .taper eff a f t « r a while, 1 reoken. I have 


an 


anything 

« 1 (any 

are beund 


answered a few but stacks 
•; . t ■ > 1 

I hepe te find seme 
electien returns, as 
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still a wait my attentien. 

i 4 V. f 

entertainment in temerrew night s 
breadcast ever Celumbi a with Beb Treut 
andErio Sevareid. Like Alexander Soeurby, Erie Savareid, se 
far as I am oenoerned, weuld be entertaining if merely reading tin 
telephene beek and, exsept fer Martin Agrensky e UBC, 

I can think ef ne ether cemnentaters en net werks ether than 
Celumbia whe are h a lf se entertaining. I assume the Demecrats w i. 
make a sweep all rennd, except pessibly in the Qubern a terial raci 
tfew Yerk a nd £ think either man running t fer the Albany 
pest alright, se it deesn t matter muoh either way altheugh 
in the /few ierk State race, it a ppears te me the Rep blioan 
cndidate fer the Senate is mere desire a ble than the 
Lemecrat nemin ted but I fear the latter will get the jeb. 

. I hnVS a heapef werk J. eught te de tenight but think I 
shall chuok meat ef it a nd feld up early. I was tee tired te 
sleqp much last night and se shall relish an eppertunity 
fer seme early shut-eye tenight 

Tenight's Eric Sevareid's breadoast oencering American 
pelitics seemed te me in its way just as fine as 
the ene he did abeut theReman Decter whioh yeu will 
rec^d in this wekk Thursday's Cane *iver Meme. I 
wish I hadthe never te write fer a transoript but 
Jia uin 9 jnst asked fer ene, I sheuld be shame faced te 
request anethar se seen. In my letter ef thanks fer 
.the Retail Lecter thing, I asked if these breadcasts er 
any preti%n, ef them were euer incerperated in print, as 
is pivitatien te Learning Perhaps they are. Fainly, I 
sought Invitatien te Learning ever a Memphis statien late last 
night. 1 believe they said nejct Sunday will have the 

- ^ 1 *. * xx • > • -4 
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Tuesday, llevember 4th, 1958. 
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Memerandunt 

tto c, • <s*\- . -a* **« 4 i 

It was such a pleasant surprise te find a 
letter frem Lyme in ted a y's pest. I had net expected 

ene and did net knew I w a s in pessessien ef same until 
this evening when, in geing threugh teday's 
a ssertment ef geurd mail which c entinues te ceme my way, 

I stumbled en the Friday surprise, telling me 
ef a heliday in Lyme as ef teday, —a seoend 
pleasure, fellewing hard en the heels ef the 
initial surprise. 

And thanks fer the dipping abeut which I had 

heard nething until yeu directied my attentien 
te it. I shall make seme inquries abeut the item ferthwith 
n see what in the ioerld yeur friend, Mr. K. , has 
stirred up new. 

I shall be delighted te pass aleng yeur g reetings 
te Rebina whe, having ence been in business herself, oan 
readily understand what pressure means, and I guess ene has te 
have been threugh the business mill te c emprehend all 
that it can take eut ef ene by way ef time and energy te 
de the things ene meat wants te de. 

It's interesting te learn ef yeur glebe tretters and ef 
their latest appearance en t he leeal scene. Semething tells 
me that quite as de frem the pleasure ef seeing them arrive, 
there will be a measure ef relief in watching them depart, what 
with ene 's schedule already se tight befere they turned up that 
ne added strain was needed. 

0r a telephened me this meriting befere 8 te say 
she was putting a clipping in the mail abeut 
g new ceek beek, issued by Harper, frem the pen ef 
l a Teklas. She said that semehew she had a feeling th at 
the Melrese PlantatienC^ek Reek had inspired the werk but 
whether that was breught te mind by semething in t he clipping 
er simply bec a use Ora was thinking aleng these lines. I 
suppese the clipping will arrive in Wednesday's e Thursday's 
pest and I shall send it aleng. Did I remark that she 
clipped it frem the Shrevepert Times. 
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It hasn 1 1m ined a drop here all day and neither has it stepped 
„ faint drizzle that began last night and appear* intent en 
linaenna fer a day er twe mere• ^he trees drip and the 
eaves drip and fmmet cn d£noiif. sertan when a drop hits then but 
, the mist.!is »e fine .they de'n t seen te recegnize its properties 
and are still <out in it fh a ving decided they w euld r other frelio 
eut ef deer tenight than enjoy the security ef their residence. 

It uic8 in.te sting that yeu drew a node from the hocket virl 

which is mere -than, 'mosv pe oqle: seem capable. .S™ lik.vta 

en Sundry,. jsfie> said Lionel', had sUtum her vhe fit tie 1*3S alberta 
article and she and lieuel liked it so much, they wandered 
if it mgnt t^ve a chance in the Pave rite Character er 
L'nfi rcetabJe Character, cr whatever they call the thing 
m the Headers Digest. 1 accerdingly altered the introduction 
teday wLile it was ss.-demp outside, and put in a r»e C p ej expansion 
teward the end until the thing had reached sufficient bulk to 
n c ke i leek i pressive te weight if n'e as te content. 

I sIuqIj. se.'a it te .dew Orleans on Ihcrsdty sc that the ticket 
..rirl may have her secretary, —i understand sh-e has one, --put 
it a i b'u pe, anUikeu s$nd it ic the prope r Igent in Hew York 
f ar sulmiss tan. iCra. said she t bought id the best 
of the Ca'ne hiye.Vi lene contributions but whether it be 
up to Headers Digest staudai ds, x k.-cw not, > ■ 

... •. ■ i ‘ ^ , 

i knew ti.e steer- ss the fence will be delighted w ivh 

the clippings you mentioned, having to do with/ a ticc.n miters 
of l*:le .* *ye elder likes -t- dwell on such subject^ 

anil, in ue w of the fact that she ish lone so much, she 
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will enjoy '.he things twice ^.s much 

, ■ a. ; *>' ‘ i I * , 

gven as you, sjia’t’M wonder what Uovenber has in 

store f . r dames and fay. .hen -i ■ talked with *• cm.es 
yeste rday on the 'phone, I asked about the zest crust folks and 
he sail he wqsh t at cl1 sure they would pass through new Orleans» 
and that he ..thought it quite, possible they night go straight 
u cr#ss, cue witheuttsteppmg y off irirthe Orescent 

City. It seems incredible that ^unt • illie-should 
feel ally impluse to do so muih chasing b a ck and forth, in view of 
her. c ge, but Jisoonteut must be a hard driver for those 
who are i-e apabxe of f uuing cenentnent anywhere 
ua ^'^'tuu Kkful J-feel neJn.clina.tien te- be ferever 
"ir t g upirUfi doJM the. beg reaa. - 

,8'if •» tno- '•••» r,t> ’ 

Last night rr.y radio s tarteaact ing up a nd I cut it off. 

Loping te .censer ye its u * tali tu uut ij <&*•;:£ ivtoi Vjkdrrb 
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Wednesday, Hevember 5th, 1956, 

S3 J. . ):}' ion ■ I'.is . ; ill; • . 

*>*r r.. La» v tu o fkii 0sA*\«tt tit 

O" .• ti shin 

r.n\ 8 V7u Jv;* 

[b« Cl' tH8i. t> l««P, 9*«D -J. 

. i. ->• • : ■ : , 

And new fer a dab ef ohit-ohat, fellewing hard 
en the heels ef ene 1 have just remped threugh, enly 
te discever en geing t« insert »it ints the enve'lepe 
that the ribben had net be tracking, I'm such 
a silly fer »$*t paying mere attentiente what I am up te, 

, * 

Yesterday s ptn-peint mists continued threugh teday 

but it ha<{ warded k up a d a b and se did net seem se olamy, 

• ,i ,c\ n: ... % - ' 5 *' 0 ’ K* 

We are premised a seeling eff change ef breezes tenight 
when the warm &ulf flew reverses and a £5 mild wind 
cemes eut ef the Herth te ,de, .ameng ether things, 
a thereugh shaking .the pecane branches, I suppese, 
preuiding "all ged s ohillun" with muo excuse te jump 
\frem the cotton patch inl^e the peoai\e erohards at dawning, 

r i 0 - J, ,J-i •. ; % - ii-.lii 1 84J09i9 >Y « 

i leng letter frem James, — at'least it seemed leng 
came t hand and I. may get te enclose it new er subsequently • 
Ihe burden ef the message was tAa^t a oeusin ef Zay's 
qUd her girl friend whe have leant him many a eheulder 
t# weep en during the battle ef t\e dragens and whe are, 
he feels, two of his very good friends, have suggested it 
wejuld be nice te explore the CaneR\ver co ntry seme 
week end. I do net need week-enders at the moment but 
shall be glad te lend a hand in this instance and shall suggest 
t/t«,y dries up K te u atch t c es en a Saturday, do the town en 
a Sunday morning, spendi the afternoon ef tUeS bbath w ith 
me at Yucoa and then return te the Crescent Git whenever. 
i ^ - 4 i • anaiMtin 4»'.»«»U:89K 

lira. Freeman ef Hewnleans telephoned me this 
afternsen. She hqs K carved down the size of her party 
b t still wants seme gourds and stuff. I shall 
h n ve te go into tjie market, —not easy., - toi find 
seme extra gourds and stuff. 

.o-v.ii*: - e.'iAJ S’ %io i&to »J«V. noeft 

•7 While lire, freeman was talking, sens pecans pesple 
werg sent to me and before I could divest myself ef them, 

,.l >.•*,*• Li »4 •<} B ■-■93 8 9 , -i \0 80 i «■ »■ 0 *' 8 b 5 *1 •' 
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. <*'- -•**w»* e-'» 

Juanita B. appeared unheralded. I u>ae se glad te see her and 
she i oerlted like a Trejan in helping me get envelepes 
made fer a let ef the geurd letters, se many ef which 
a re typed hut are signed leng hand and my feeble secretaries 
a re ne geed at signatures leng hand, never being a kle 
te guess at names cerreotly. 

t .\ New I shall be able te de a let ef stuff in that 
depart ent, leng ever due. 

* ’ " 4 *• 

Last night I stuck te Celumbia» heard heurs ef 
Rebert Treut whe is very geed but enly a little ef Eric Sevareid 
whe is geeder, in a manner ef speaking. Even as E. R. J (urrew 
tenight indicatedabeut himself, I, tee, was quite puzzled 
by the thumping vete Barry Goldwater reunded up in aetting 
himself re-elected. I nentiened his success te J. B. thi 
merning and J. H. remarked that Geldwater was ene ef the best 
candidates running. x I, naturally, said nething but 
might have stated that I theught him abeut the worst, after eld 
Honest Jehn Bricker whe was the biggest bag sf all, and 
whese defeat, naturally, delighted me. ‘1'e tell yeu the truth, I 
theught the electien turned eut pretty nicely altheugh 
I must say I'm a little dubieusabeut the Democrats having 
8uoh a big majerity that they will centrel the Senate until 
1862 regardless, fer I am thinking a beut seme ef these 
Chari ■ unships, such as the Judiciary, headed by eld Eastland 
ef Uississippt,,and that pleases me net at all. And 
ef ceurse Jtyere s ne oh a noe ef a pelitical demise, such as 
Honest Jehn s, fer that rasoal from Uississipi. 

The effects ef yesterday's Demecratio sweep and the 
Republican victery in flew Yerk will, ef ceurse, make 
political talk and career censequenoes felt fer years te oeme. 
The day was se tame in Leuisiana with nething but 
Amendment numbers fer the State Constitution giving 
the petentienal veters ne imppulse te cast their 
ballets. At the elrese pell, 82 peeple veted and 
the salaries ef these eencerned with the veting machines 
was abeut seventy eight dellars.. Aside frem the expenses 
invelved in the paraphanalia plus the day's wages invelved, 
each vete cest abeut three and a half dellars. I hepe 
a let ef votes, across the ceuntry cest less per unit since 
paying reughly ene hundred seventy five millien 
fer the mechanics ef yesterday s vete weuld certainly 
at ve aii*^h^ r f>eiy.s ati ^* ha<i the Belrese pater pattern ebtained 

And se this secend chat oemeth te a clese and 
se endeth my day .. 


Thursday, flevember 6th, 1958, 




Berner and urn j * « « . 

. iifv «•., i *. r ■ r l*. .' »* l.. a- - 

Our cleudy weather ceninfues with an eccasienal g a uze 
. ef mist but we are premised sunshine en the merrew. 

Befere 9 e'cleck this merning, three calls had ceme 
in frem tewn, —peeple asking a keut the *Crack in the Vail". 

One call was. frem a "Ban ef God" and the ether twe were frem 
business gentlemen, asking if there ceuld be any ebjectien te 
reading the column at the respective ban n uets the twe gentlemen 
re te address this week end, ene temerrew night, the etherSaturda j 
in the day there were several ladies calling, each fishing a beut 
fer the identity ef "that fabulous persen", Biss Lydia Lee ef Lyme 
ft is interesting that at least twe ladies. Celeste and 
Juanita B., whe knew whence came the tape-recorder, never asseciat, 
thelatter with the machine I■ referred te in taking dewn broadcasts 

Thursday is usually my.busiest day and today was d eubly se, wi 
with J. H.- having g fergetten te tell me he had invited , 

twe different sets ef his friends fer a little ge-reund. Be wasn • 
here, having appi rautly fergetten the oppeintments and se I 
naturally had te take ever, altheuth I did se with peer 
grace, what with a dezen etber irens in the fire at the same time. 

And then there was a 2x30 appeintment 1 had which 
was delayed by the failure ef the peeple te be en time, * 
enabling me te see seme yemg man frem Shreveport uh e had 
meseyed down this way te enlist mylp in tracking dewn s erne 
,p rticul.rs a }aut a great grandfather, er seme such, —one 
Andrew Jacken Gjausen, The aforesaid A. J. Q. lived in 
Tlew riedns. and*elumbia, Biss., in the 1830's and 
18&Q ’s and then journeyed everland te Califernia in 1845, 
devoAng much ef his time te sk e the in g birds and flewers fer a ceuj 
,ef Satieties ef the East. —Boston and Washington, D. C., 
a nd later, in the mid 1840's, *-and-l think it 
must have been later than that, perhaps the 1860's, 

„ if the tale be true, he was c emmissiened by the Empress 
Qqrletta, te do ; in the Audubon fashion a*feekiuncer the 
title ef the Birds ef B e xice . This deesn t sound much 
like theCarleti a I kave~heard tell ef but perhaps she had mere 
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interests eutside ef her immediate Court circle 
than I have always supposed• e man claims te have letters 
from Carletta to his grandfather and that nay be s». In any event 
seme Calif orntayhas had a beek ready te ge te press, — a biegrap hio 
study ef A . J. a. but has held up publioatien awaiting 
mere data cencerning his Hew Orleans acitivities. That 's where I 
a m suppesed te ceme in* Perhaps -*■ shall be able te give the man a 

nd perhaps net. In any event, it a an interesting stery 

ayen theugh seme ef it may be a little thin en the edges, and 

I shv.ll see what I can de a beut it. 

i » 

Senewhere in t he ever me unting mass ef mail is 
letter frem Rebiya speaking ef Haleeen misadventures whioh, 

I can tr n ok de wn t 1 shall inclose, and it seems te me 
there w s ene frem Jesie Stirling amidst all the geurd 
stuff that centinues flewing in this directien . I 
an making frantic efferts te keep abreast ef the geurd tide 
but incoming envelepes seem te meut faster than I can b a il eut 
these ef the proceeding mail but the approach 
ef the holidays is beund-te taper off the geurd thing as 
the christwias cards begin taking ever , • • 

v. ' • . . I. s . V\ -.1 V* &.V*t >'• ‘ ' *•> ' 

I saw FatherAntheny, —I don't knew his last name, 
the priest whs replaced Father Julien B Wreble at the church acres 
thd river. He is so much like Father Wreble in appearance and 
manner ef speaking that I could never tell the ene frem the ether. 
It is interesting that they both grew up in the same town in 
Poland and their careeers ef escape frem behind the Iren Curtain 
a nd subquent experiences have been almost identical • 

I-,. • to 114 <•', ‘ iK 4 '• 

Madam Beaufort's half sister, Ruth Pierson, telephoned me 
kA/iis afternoon, inviting me te be the guest ef her sen and herself 
*%t the 'hamber efCemnerce dinner en Tuesday, John Ford te 
jbe guest speakeri It-seems to“me, if ± remember 
correctly, I attended the 1957 dinner and I must say I 
.felt Justified in lying and saying I h a d a n appeitment for 
Tuesday i —— eo-eorry. 

'O' >i -<1\J B<V 1 » •' • 1*3-1 * - : • • • 

And new for a d a b ef mail and a little shut-eye before 
tomor^ew'edawn, ushering in bn other busy day...... 

*\our '• tiO ••oix’ • ibfs ' « 

0*1 !>Ae "'-I* \s Li.sk * • •*' *' ' * 1 • 
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Friday, November 7th, 1958. 


w .. v?a • t . ,n 1 * ei * •«. S JL 

Memreandumi ■ 

, -1 - t * > ~ i 

The thernoeter was down te 39 this morning and\ 

I think I deteoted a d„b or two ef frost en the merd delicate 
plants. The ,sky was cloudless all day, however, ,although the 
sun seemed te have but little success in jacking up the 
mercury «. It will warm tonight, we are told, and 

sprinkle tomorrow • «> - * «. * • 

• ■' * * * v 

And I like the idea ef a sprinkle although nobody else 
will and this is beouase, for them, their plans will be dampened 
for the parade in town, what with tomorrow being heme-ooming 
day at the .oellege with a parade through the streets ef 
the town in the valley at the feet ef the college en the hill. 

This sprinkle factor is very depressing to Celeste and Dee 
who never miss a Heme Coming day at the oellege, —9 in the 
morning until I knew net when at night, with dinner at neon 
at the college, etc., etc., and Mother can shift for herself and 
J. H. can break bread at noon with us at the big house, and I 
always like that. 

. , hi 

Sunday is suppesed te be faring again and at 7 J. H. 
and Celeste will take off for BatenRouge, where Pat and Juanita 
B. h a ve already gene for tomorrow's L. S. U. - Duke football gams • 
Pat and Juanita B. will stay Saturday night with the 3. 0 • 

Henrys, Jr., and the who le posse uxill join the S. H. 

Henrys, senior, te dine en Sun ay noon at the Country Club, 
after which J. H., as Chairman, will attend, a Library 
Beard meeting and Celeste will pour tea and Open House 
for the new library and Mother and I will be holding 
down the plan atien, 

. 4 a , ' *»' 1 A' 1 '' • 4 *i o . 1 l/ 

What with pecanss dropping like hail, a funeral at st. Paul's, 
across the river frem Beaufort and. Friday night as general frolis 
time, I never did seq anything vaguely suggesting a seoretary 
all day. There wasn.t tee much mail * only 6 or 8 letters, 
perhaps, and npne ef-those ef any special interest, I guess. 

And so the white folks frolic i» town and the colored folks 
frolic in the country and my typewriter rests as one result 
and no wheelf of industry turn in my-department a S a result 
ef all'this carrying-sy* •• 
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I reckon there's to be no out-going pest 
en the 11th. 


Sunday, Hovember 9th, 1958 


But beyend the pertals of ny beudeir there seems te 
be plenty te claim my attentien and agcin J. HI sent me 
a fleck ef persenal friends, —Jacksonville, Shrevepert, Baten 
Rouge, te view the eld plantation* And tonight, when 
I closed w dear fer the last night fer November 7th en the frent 
gallery, , A was gla,d te cellapse in my chair, indulge in a musicale 
ef Feyer presentation, and leisu ely turn threugh Les h a teaux 
de France, and praiee God I h a ve net had te ge te St. Pauls, 
the oellege, the honkey-tonk and net euen peur tea en Sunday 
in BatenHeuge. 

. SI' 1 •* 

■ Thelma called me this morning te ask if I weuld write 
te the. State’Commissioner ef Highways te veioe y ebjeotien 
te p a ving the briok in Hitchiteches. I weuld. In the 
course ef her enoersa ien, she said a typical mispleading 
thing which I jerked her up en. She said that this week the 


Uemorandum : is. •• " ' ’ * • V 1 e v 

•y.« >* ^ 3 •' • • ■ ' 

It has been a perfectly lovely stretch ef weather 
everr the week end and the ame thing .is premised fer the • 

merrew. Jehn |rent was here and berrewcd my deck te 
get himself up and eut fer ducks en Red RiveAat 3 this mern.ing 
I having berrewed the clack frem him originally as ny beloved 
little traveling clack has grewn tired with censtant Inkers 
ef twenty years without respite. 1 tuned in en the rad ie about 
3 te disoever the precise heur and heard much talk a beut the . 
71.000 custemers in Yankee Satdium clamering fer mere, lights to 
be turned en. The sunshine was se daasling here at the tipie that 
dusk-dark in the metrepelitan area was difficult te imagine. 

.. 

There wasn't se muoh deiug en Cane Ri er this week end that 1 
hnmm mf . Celeste sDent Saturday in tewn, and this merning she 


idayUiss Sally, the same age as Uiss Cammie, had fallen 
ither breken her hip er cracked her pelvis and I knew 
hich ceuld be wprse for ene in (i er mid SO's. t I 


"Teu see," she started eff again,"Charges had net 
published, any account ef. the public meeting a bout the paving 
but Ur. W Iker, had cevered it thereughly and sii}oe my letter 
was merely a review ef that meeting, Mere wasn t any peint 
in The " terprise publishing my letter and se cevering the 
same pe ints again this week which had been cevered thereughly 
by the p°J>er last week." 

•; .•vj- u r. •.». j -J'V. f «• • t 

I feuud this a glass ie example ef Ihelma's ability te 
' create t a alse impressien in the case ef Ur. Walker just as 
gl)e has.abeutCarelyn. and Ged kneas hew m y ethers in the past, 
and her%werk is deubig effective since she always is in t he jelliest an 
apparently the kindliest, ef meeds. In shirt, she 'e a b a g and 


tier children in spite ef her numereus aches and pains, 
imagined. 


I told her se and she enly l a ughed L - 

Well $ this week end cleseturned eut d mighty dull report 
but perhaps next week will have a better beginning. 

Udj there be a measure ef pleasure a relaxation at L 
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Monday, Hevember 10th, 19be. 


I devoted myself immediately after dinner with Jehn Venk 
a nd Madam Regard t» knocking eff a otlumn while 
Madam Regard was napping, I called the thing 
Creeping Fruit Cake and get almest threugh hefere 
a figure appeared at my boudoir deer. It was Blythe Rand with 
a couple of her girl friends. They sat and chatted 
fer on heur er se and then I sawed up seme b a mbee fer 
Blythe, —bamboo she had asked me fer several nenths age 
hut never had taken. She didn t have muoh by way ef newe but 
did remark that she suppesed I had heard cempremising things 
a beut her recently and I said I heard cempremising things abeut 
everybedy and that she was in errer if she theught herself 
an exceptien, I did net mentienthe name ef Dr, Wallace and neither 
did she, I wish they had staged their Melrese entrance o»«ut five minutes 
later than they did fer I had difficulty in remembering hew 
far I had written in what j had te say in the celuwn and 
never ceuld get b a ck tnte the swing ef it again and se I just 
wrapped the thing up with, a few tireseme s entences and let it ge, 

I am glad that o- mulatte lady, the widewed daughter-in-law 
ef Alfred Llerena, was asked te ceme te stay with Madam Regard 
tenight. As yeu knew, the Llerena habitatien is just abeve 
Arenbeurg and so, is cenveniently near, and the presence ef the 
neighber with Madam Regard after dark prevides her with 
a cempanien and, incidentally, relieves my mind considerably, 

• -4 .«i. . t ■ '> •• ,j ’ 

I had a call frem Ora this merning. She didn't 
have much news but did want te mentien her friend, Dr,Hellebeck, 
ef Shreveport, had seen the Plantatien Primitive nete paper and 
asked if he might get a deaen bexes fer Christmas gifts ,— 

<H interesting peint since the decter's enly aequantance with 
primitives is threugh the murals she saw at Melrese a year er se back. 

She mentiened having seen are view ef a new biegraphy ef 
Madame de Stael, Mistress ef ai Spec * er seme such title, 

■» K«U ft>\& i-BAw — 

I sheuld like te get my desk werk dene tei\ight by 1 0:30 when 
there ts te be~a h~lf heur review and discussien ef theBeris 
Pasternak ever the VewOrleans Celumbi a statten in 
case I a m un a ble te track dewn the Lewis a nd Clarke Journals 
en mvitatien te Learning ever a Memphis statien, semetimes impossible 
te secure with a ny degree ef clarity,, I held the 

theught that such pregrams may have been available in Lyme teday , tee,,,,. 


Memorandum: 

t i i i 

.Perfect Indian Summer* 

Teday's pest was fat and deubly delightful because it 
centained a official leeking letter frem Lyme, Twice 
secretaries passed this way and twice they had to, be waved aside, 
what with nlfap-full ef guests having proceeded them en each 
eccasien, TUus ted a y's m a il is resting untouched tenight in the 
armeir awaiting the morrow, —a less peopled day, I hope, 

I saw J, H, fer a moment teday en the store gallery at 
6 in the merning, I inquired about the Sunday jaunt te 
BatonRouge and he responded most peisitively that that was one 
day he hoped hex would never have te repeat, —the i di ole 
thing being unbelieveably boring, 

I was impressed by the memory ef that statement three 
hours later when, ever the coffee cups, I learned that there 
never had been such a wonderful time as at a tenReuge that everything 
was simply darling. This is net the first time I have 
heard statements regarding a » outing that didn't precisely jibe. 

The General and his wife entertained at t he Country Club 
fer their country kin folk, the luncheon including the S, G.'s junior, 
the J, U, Uenrys, Lloyd Venk, the Pat Renrys and C*l**te's 
nephew, Dan Regard, a student at L, S, U, 

After the country club, everybedy went te the new Library 
where everybedy else in Louisiana except the Governor was seen and 
chatted with. The G$vernor never shewed up, His brother, Huey, 
probably would h a ve put in an appearance, as he was very fend 
ef the Library, which has a lways struck me as odd, —such an 
e a f h a ving a fondness fer books, 

Paynie's widow was en duty, audT Deborah Abr^ahamsen Sarah Jones, 
Leis Lester who was perfectly darling, Essae Mae, etc,, etc,, etc. 

It was natural that Essae Mae sheuld have invited Celeste to pour 
net enly because Celeste is the wife ef the Chairmm of the^eard, but 







_ _ I 
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Tuesday, /Jovember 11th, 1958, 

l«:» • 4 ■■ •' VO 'i. ^ - 
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0 2s. h.cauc. S 3 aac »a< apparaatij had in «i»d U p2a V a tr»»p card.- 
the last sne, I hope, she may get t» play before she etlT ' e9 » 
although I den t knew when that magaical.date h a s been set for. 

And her trump card consisted in having nil the vit‘> • orr, , » • i 
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Memerandumt 

C t' 

I q • • *• 

Feurty billieu different media weuld still net 
suffice te express my delight with yesterday's pest 
which I explered in haste teday and shall have the equal 
pleasure ef a bserbing mere leisurely en the merrew again, 

■ ■ i ' • . • . . ., -\9.‘> 1 c . . > i 

I theught it se wenderful ef little Miss Lee te 
send Are beug such a handseme testineny ef her affection, 
representing, as I haven t the slightest deubt, the fruits 
ef tee long hours ef labor ever the hectic autumnal s asen. 

Several projects are flitting about regarding the possible 
investment which, fter seme prolonged pondering, will 
be mentioned at a subsequent sitting. In the mean 
tine, Arenbourg is the happier because of thb talisman 
represented by the enclosure and the many segments of 
loVe and labor it represents, 

I was a little provoked.at Fate that the availability 
of a secretary secured at precisely the same moment Dr, 
and Mrs. Joel Fletcher put in an unannounced appearance. 

I suppose the President of Southwestern should hnot have 
been kept cooling his heels *n my doorstep but he was,,,,, 
into rruption,,,,,,,, 

.. t 

But I kept the Fletchers waiting while a secretary 
with a n impediment in his speech, raced through the 
letter f rem.Lyme, a maddening experience, and almost as 
m a ddening to have to jump from thoughts of its contents 
to receiving the Lafayette college people, Phey did not 
sit down but stood aid talked for a few moments ^before 
rushing on, . -s . ^ 

iout'^8 *>.. ».. l% i si up 

I wanted to speak with them especially about Lionel whose 
pre-occupation of yesterdqy worried me somewhat. They promised 
to keep me qdvised if he should prove unwell, 

■<; .. ■< ;.•■ a i -ssi »«ci' sAytoa maitutta*u- 

The above interruption noted was a telephone oall 
from Ola Mae, asking Plantation primitives and being told 

about some captions I turned »ut today for Motes on Old Natchitoches, 
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Wednesday , November 18th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

• » ai . SOT W * » .« n r • •/ t i 

The weather is so marvelous, —41 at dawning, 81 
at 8 p.m., and the promise for fine weather for the morrow. 

Today’s mail was heavy again today hut in spite 
of many people passing this way, I never got to explore 
the contents .of .a single letter,. X .reckon the pil rims 
could read hut the secretaries got lost and .ether 
plantation folks passing this way didn t know their 
alphabet ^ I still wonder at the youths and maidens 
of 16 and 18 who .have passed the 8th grade and still 
can even tell one number from anotherlet alone A from B, 

I suppose .this is one of the problems confronting education 
in the days just ahead, —the students who have been passed along 
from grade to ggde without ever learning anything. Surely 
they can’t be said to have held back .those who have learned since 
absence of learning doesn't seem to have held back anyone • I 
think a b*ut this matter often .hut never so intently as 
on days when there's plenty of man power about * n the 18 year 
olds, just home from their day in school, and so many of them 
un a ble to tell one. letter from another. 

*•<'> ' - • ■■ - t 

There was quite an elaborate notice in the Shreveport 

Times about the death of Andy’s papa, and how such an ; 
obituary ever made that paper, I cannot imagine wince the 
Bunoas, although nemrous, were never known to anyone. 
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Of the 40 years peeple areund here have knewn the cynegs, 
nebedy ever heard ef q ene sf them geing te church but, 
by seise miracle, Andy s papa will be buried in 
the Cathelic graveyard, fellewing a Cathelic Church service 
in Qerhum. 

I was astenished at a fleck ef pilgrims abeut 
this place this merning. I inquired hew they get here 
and was teld the Chamber ef c emmerce had sent them. 

I called ihe Chamber ef Cemmerce and turned eff 
that spiget. — » 

* • 

A little later I had a call frem the Chamber ef Cemmerce 
asking if Censtance Pewers, hereine ef "The Uerse Seldier 

. I heard a fasiliar veioe 

de let them . it weuld be 


asking if Censtance Pewe 
and seme peeple might ceme 

cut in en the 'phene . "Oh, 

se darling. . , 

A few minutes later Celeste passed this way, saying she 
weuld Just leve te meet the mevie peeple, 1 teld hqr 
.they heped te ceme en Sunday afterneen, which i eesn t precisely 
fit in with my flew Orleans plans but '2 manage, 

I heard senething a beut Cy Yeung, Zelma's brether, teday 
that I theught nevel, Cy was werking fer a mertioian heme ef 
,celer in tewn. Semebedy dewn here died and Cy was sent 
with a hearse te take the bedy te tewn. Time 
marched en a nd when Cy failed te appear, the funeral 
heme oalled dewn t he-re and learned frem the departed's family 
that the hearse had been g ene fer heurs. It was assumed 
Cy's wagen had cellapsed and se cars meved frem flatchiteches 
and Melrese a»d finally met witheut either every having seen 
H ni 1 hide, ni hair" ef Cy er the hearse. Pussled, beth 
vehicles began retracing thair jeurneys mere leisurely and 
when .pass mg the lec a l henkey-tenk, disoevered the hearse parked 
areund en the side ef the building oldest eut ef sight. They 
feund u y having a fine time ins de the henkey-tenk, and he 
casually explained he hod stepped fer a can ef beer and was having 
such a fine time, he had "plum ferget te deliver that there package , 

e 

At, he ceffee heur, I learned that the lady had attended 
last night'8 Chamber ef Cemmerce dinner. It had keen 
rumered that either Herman Fletcher , ewner ef the lecal 
radie statien and President ef the c hamber, er semebedy , 

living dewn the river weuld be named man ef the year but, te everyene 8 
surprise, a-Ur. oedenheim was named. It was rumered i* is 
certain, he has "lie nen-seiise in his mind „beut racial matters . 
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Tfiursday , Hevember 15th, 1958. 


Uemerandum: 


Cleudy and warm all day with a mist drenched, with 
water particles until almest neen. Bain ts predicted fer 
m tenight and the merrew. 

The lecal pest rider must h a ve been feeling mighty 
frisky er these handling the sacks befere reaching him 
must have been dragging their feet * fer enly the 
tewn newspapers came teday, ne first class mail at all. 

K ■ 5 i»% .*'•: « * u '■' 

What was equally disappeinting was the fact that the 
lecal man had made his reunds and departed an heur ahead 
eftime se that yesterday's meme will be geing ferward in the 
same pest as this ene. 

^ , me •• H J.. . . « «.U i‘.« t •• ■ *w. ‘ k -'' 

This merning the Bynegs buried their papa in Qerhum. 

That was at 9. Abeut 10, semebedy aleng the 

Cane u iyer read saw Uaria and Albert and asked them 

where they were geing. They■said they were geing te 

their'papa's funeral, but as that servioe, miles 

away up in the hills, was preb a bly already ever, Maria and 

Albert were persuaded return heme. Mrs. 

Ivey Livey, —that is te say, Aurellia, her husband, Bessie 
and her children left fer Menree in their truck immediately 
after the service, geing up Highway He. 1, via 
Derry, Mentrese, Bayeu Hatches, etc., witheut oemtng back 
ever te Melrese and I suppese seme ef Andy s hill billy 
kin felk breught him baok te leek after Mari a andAlbert. 


At supper tenight, J. H. remarked te the ceek that 
Bessie's elder bey leeked Just like the bey 8 pap a . *he 
ceek giggled and saidt "Whe dat1.,as theugh 
she, like everyene else, didn t knew, and J. H. said. Oh 
yeu knew Mitchell is that bey s papa and the bey leeks Just like 
him, mere than his children by his ewn wife • And new what will 
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be next fer peer Andy and his chargee, 

j. H. had asked me yesterday a shepherding seme 

pilgrims thisafterneen. 4 was a stenished te see ameng these 
present ene lady in sky blue hair whe turned eut te be 
Miss Kinsey, empleyee ef Valley Electric, the lady whe 
teld peeple in tewn that I was giving these whe helped me with 
my reading a big ride since I oeuld see just as well 
as these whe assisted me * Miss Kinsey has been te the asylum 
enly. enoe, a year er twe age but K is said te be alright again 
new. If 3he thrives best in a ceel atmesphere, she preb a bly 
get a^eng pretty well at this bend ef the river this afterneen, 
•u:« • . a ’ • ••• * 8 1 ■ 

A letterf rem Miss Kate, written after reading the 
newspaper a cceunt ef epen heuse at the Baten Reuge Library, 
put her finger right en the spet when she suspected Essae Mae 
ef.stirring up a pattern te heek the Eelrese library. I 
shall send her a special delivery in the meriting, suggesting 
she write brief netes beth te . a . and the General. 

These twe gentlemen get a let ef pushing frem their respective 
wives te gut the big heuse ef its beeks. A little pressure 
frem Miss K$te will de ne harm. I sent back the clipping she 
had ferwarded te.me, thinking she might want te use it in ene 

ef her letters • % % 

•. i.-. .. .• •; :v J •>'. • »' , *>»• 

I shall drepi Tess Crager a nets tenight, attaching 
the C a ne **iver Me me absut Daisey and the Herse Seldier, 
even theugh that celumn died in the typewriter after the first 
twe.er three paragraphs. Persenally I ceuld 
live witheut ever hearing frem Tess Crager but I 
theught that a s publisher ef Children ef Strangers in 
its flew Orleans'printing, she might be interested 
in seme ef the particulars.^beut the writing ef that beek. 
and perhaps I had better leek up the Little<Miss Alberta 
celumn, tee, since that has semething a beut Lyle in it. 
j I am glad ysu feund semething in the little MissAlberta item 
yeu hadn t heard befere and l 'm glad that this statement 
a beut giving little Miss A. a start is new in print since 
future writers a beut Leuisiana writers may draw en it fer I 
suppese they w euldn't be likely te find such details elsewhere 
in their research . 


Friday, I/evember 14th, 1956. 


a S * • : • * mil 

. .}<. •>.. i • 

. « *■! • 


Memerandum: 

There were shewers teday,as predicted, and 
it remains warm. Ve are premised centinued warming 
in the 60 's threugh the merrew. 

. . iju t ’ ■ j .IV «’! V * W. • 

In the days pest came a ceuple ef letters 
which I shall enclese,.! guess, altheugh perhaps I 
sheuld held them , er rather ene ef them, until 
after the Crescent City visiters have ceme and gene. 

I am semehew a little pusaled by the ene, h a ving te 
de with packages bearing my name, being centents 
ef apparantly rather small packages which 
embrace items ef interest, ef ceurse, but net ef 
a nature that weuld seem te require such advance netice, — 
and I,knew net I mean when I say "in-advance ef" since 
I den t knew in advance ef what. -it. *. 

• it •) l» - • *! .'.it'd •> * '• * 

I received a beautiful assertment ef chrysathemums 
teday. Mr. Briley, a ceusin ef la -Beaufert's 
husband, and living semewhere between Bermuda and 
. Red River, is currently .lending a hand here during 
pecane time. Me is a,very pleasant man and I theught 
it very kind ef him and his wife te*present me 
with such a beuntiful gift, — a bex abeut 8 feet 
deep and abeut three feet .square, ■erammed ful ef 
the levliest flewers yeu oan imagine, the chrysanthemums 
ef the smaller variety j perhaps a ceuple ef inches acresa, 
and in such levely oelers, white-, yellew, purple, brense 
and se en. ' 

I ; M , ... ,• * • » .. ..J. d 

Celeste espied the huge carten being breught 
in my directien and was se anxieus te get seme 
fer herself and friends and fer Miss C a mmie s grave and se 
en. By seme leger-de-main, L h a ve a ceuple 
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nice beuqueta at Yucca which I shall he glad te have fer 
the Saturday Hew Orleans visiters and fer the Sunday 
mevie peeple. 

I had a rather leng sessien with Andy this evening, 
tidying up the details ef his papa's funeral. He 
had gene* frem< the funeral heme in Hatchiteches directly 
te the G urch at Gerhum while Mrs. Ivy Lively and 
husband and Bessie and effspring, had gene 
te the funeral frem Andy's heme and Andy was preveked 
that Aurellia had net breught Maria and Albert a nd 
se was,everyene else,,- 4 gather. An#y is geing te try 
te,ma*e a ge ef it by remaining en the plantatien 
a nd taking care ef Maria and Albert and I think that 
is a full tine Jeb but he will try leaking after them 
- a nd werking, tee. Peer Andy, * 

V : *• u. * * J<r J ,. 

, I.asked Andy abeut his three nephews. He didn t 

realise he had any until I ohanged the questien and 
inquired abeut Bessie's three beys. He said 
Bessie didn'.t make them mind and that they had breke 
his pretty little saw. He said the eldest bey, perhaps 
IS, "sure de f a ver Mitchell", the ascend bey "f a oers 
Blue" '.-Mitchell and Blue beth being .mulattees, 
while the thrid bey "favers" Mr. Terry and has red hair. 

Mr. Terry is a white man, hailing frem<*erhuj. Perhaps 
i all that is a oentributing f a cter in Aurellia s inclination 
te -get b a ck te Menree with M r . Livey as seen as pessible. 

» - V 11 . • • — t 

t - Interruption, —it'a aquarter te 10, and 
a telephene frem the Leuisianne anneunoes the 
' ^ arrival.ef the Crescent City centingent which left 

1 . that -quarter abeut 4 thisafterneen. It is 

' said Hay and *unt "illie are semewhere in Ariaena, 

heading this way, arriving prebably early in the week, 
perhaps Sunday er Menday and thenoe to flew Orleans. 


-- , v 






« , i- • • * t 

Sunday, Ilevember 16th, 1958. 


l . u. 


\.o 


Memerandumi 


V »t>. 7 9v 


a; • 


£,• v; And se the week closes and the week end begins. 

*J held th* thought it may be a happy ene.in Lyme. 


n 


1 


. . .... . • 

Warm and humid, —too warm and tee . humid, with the 
thermemeter at 85 this afterneen and likely te remain 
in the mid 70's tenight, and all pretty ridiculeus 
fer this iue ef the year but very nuojp like 1948. 

he week end has been busy but withal pleasant. I 
went te to wn at noon on Saturday and neted with dismay that 
many a pecane tree aleng the highway was drepping 
. 1958 leaves and pushing out 1959 neio leaves, meaning 

these rees will preduce nething next year. 

« . V-- i"! * ‘ * ' % * ' 

And se I came te James and .Je a n Qbrien and Dr. Witt 
whe teld me Hay had just telephened the Metel Louisiana, 
asking fer reservatiens fer Saturday night at 6 and 
. naturally the metel teld $a.y nothing O kout her husband, 

cousin and friend ^being already there. 
s-: , *>• •• ® ••• ' ■»»*• - *'■■■ "• 

I liked the h dies alright but their rhythm 
is different frem mine, —sensible peeple, desireus 
ef being friendly, wenderfully domestic and prefessienal, 

I imagine, and not at a ll 'interesting te me. 

I got »aok with them by .1 130 to take care ef Dr. Slaughter s 
carpenter andarchitect whe wanted te measure little Miss Alberta s 
studie, having left werd with the clerk to that effect. 

I learned enly tenight that the men had .oena, 'Bskecj fer me, and 
J. H. suppesing me te be in tewn, taid them I wasn t here, but 
shewed them the building. 

James and *party spent the afterneen here and the ladies 
enjoyed picking up peaanes, —not a bad way to s pend one s 
time when visiting any place fer the first and prebably the enly 
tdeu Mad I never been to Jfount Vernen er Menteoelle, 

I ceuld prebably .think ef senthing better to do than pick up pecane 

• ■ in v SV-« 5 * • • 

James was in a gay meed. He and his guests visited the 
artist and that was that, fer they left at 5, after visiting 
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the stere. 


Kay called me abeut 9 , her vice ebvieusly tired and 
cress, prebnbly, te almest anyene but a n eld friend. Rasies 
called me this nerning pe say he and his party were returning 
flew rleans, ~ ferthwith, —that la Sterm and wife and Kay s 
sister were staying ever until Monday te call en me, 
and la M ermen, 


te 




The three ladies came at 1 tedaV an<i I feund them much as 
usual. They claim te have feund semebedy te stay w ith Aunt "illie 
at \e Bluff. Kay will take the present party te./Tew -rleans fer 
few days and thence en te the Bluff, install "U»t Willie and 
her cempanien f ^and\ thenareturn te K UewOrleans right after • 

Christmas. <** * 

' » L ! ^ 1 ' ' 1 ' iit l * 

As the Sterm-O'brien eentingent pulled eut, the 
meviea peeple arrived and after their departure 
ifesdames Millspaugh and Uentgemery and mere peeple came 
and semi.members ef the Deblieux family and the Tates frem 
7 illeplat*\sr seme such and thus it was 9 e deck 
befere thi&zzsse had gene and we ceuld get en te supper . 

La Sterm aua^sx rty had said Hil and Farewell te the felks 
acress the fe-.ce, having breught the elder lady a leuely 
little triptict, etc., etc. 

As fer .the mevie peeple, they appeared surprised and enchanted with 
what they had.te see and want te return fer an ether ge-reund. 

On Saturday they had werked all day, aneng ether things burying 

Althea dibsen witheut her racket at Clarence. It seems Miss ^ibsen 

is te be in the pioture but will net a ctu a lly get inte 

the films until the felks are back in Hellyweed but 

that did net prevent them frem burying a r asenal 

facsimile .ef her cerpse befere the tennis start really gets te 

geing in the earlier part ef the film that will be turned later. 

If this seunds cenfusing, it certainly is. 

r. . 1 ' i i 31 • 4 

. As fer AuntWillie's appearance, she seemed'te me te 

be a ITHle mere fragile but Celeste theught she leaked just 
as usual . Kail U^fbnced at me when *unt »illie began -explaining 
te me that in the Spring she -had been in the hespital fer 
three weeks because ef fatigue. She stressed the Fatigue tee much 
te have made it cenvincing even had I knewn nething ef the streke. 

I think I said Kay a small ,bill ef geeds enduties te ancient 
aunts and duties te husbands and I oeunted that a V* day s werk. 

And se turnedthe week end-and se must I new turn t# 

week end oerrespendence, Madam Maroe, Kate Perkins et al.—and 

I shall be ready te feld up when the cheres are accemplished.. . 

- *• « »■! zb A H. Vn . ■«! “ ' 

r - r ,si \i-»u -it ■. , 3 1 
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Uenday, December 17th, 1958. 


% e 


ifemerandum • 




Uncemfertably warm all day in these parts while the 
radie crackles and anneuncers warn ef celd blasts 
sterming dewn teward Shrevepert. We Began getting a dab ef rain 
a leng a beut first dark and new at 10 it is peuring te 
the accempaniment ef much thunder, premising much ceeler 
times fer the merrew. The ferecasts are oenfusing, hewever, 
what with^Shrevpert premising a high ef 54 fer temerrew while 
q t the same timeAlexandria predicts a high ef 72 and it seems 
unlikely beth can be right. 

fr* r.T sat* *A * • ’ • • c; 

Teday the plantatien gathered, weighed, sacked and 
seld 18 ,500 peunds ef pecanes, making things mighty - * 

busy fer these directing such eperatiens. I am surprised 
t ings run as smeethly as they de.in view ef the fact that many 
ef the men whese services are needkd se badly are 
leunging areund en the stere gallery, tee drunk te werk. Frem 
new until the first ef January there will be this element ef 
intexicatien which makes Nevember and December preblem - 
menths ef the year. Usually, within a day er twe frem 
Christmas, the meney will be gene, sebriety returned 
and the nermal reutine ef plantatien life resumed. The 
Nevember-December interim, hewever, is always freught with 
preblens, —easy meney, easy liquer and diserganixed 
existence. 

,i ; * • » .. .• ''Lie '• 0*' 1 - *51 i' wii'.. IV.iit- • '• •• 

Semehew, even witheut the liquer elelent, t-is 
pattern ef plantatien life sheuld present an interesting 
puzzle fer the psychiatrists te werk en. I euppess 
in many cases the deings ef the elders prevides a way 
ef life fer the yeungster whe haven t reached the liquer 
stage as yet. Secretaries, fe example, beoeme less and 
less dependable, —which seems scarcely pessible, — 
and such will be the case until Christmas has ceme and gene, 
sene ef Will Hegers, en whem I depend fer m a ny typed interpretatiens, 
last put in an appearance »n Thursday. Last 
Wednesday the artist teld me her granddaughter had a headaohe 
, - -.-*■■■■ v * a i ■ v . . : r, n 
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Tuesday, November 18th, 1958, 


and would be ever early Thursday meriting befere going te 
school, Tftis evening the artist called me to 
say she needed seme white paint desperately, I teld her 
I ceuld imagine hew pressed she felt fer the f item since 
I was equally in need fer her granddaughter s assistance last 
Wednesday but hadn't seen her yet, I acoerdingly 
a aked hew her granddaughter's head was feeling. She 
said she was feeling fine, I said that was fine but * 

that I, myself, new had a slight headache Verrily, as the Rocket Qirl 
doesn't knew, dependability ip a marveleus virtue, 

t , t ... -.-.1 ■ . •>". •• • • . ITit • 

Carmen telephened me this afterneen, She saidKay, her 
sister and Aunt"illie had drepped in te say Howdy this mid 
meriting and said they were leaving fer New Orleans ferthwith 
se as te make heme base befere dark, From this I take it 
they either get te Briarweed,en Sunday afterneen which * 
deesn't seem likely, since it was after 3 befere they left 
this neighborhood, and, surely they didn't make it te Saline 
o»d back by mid meriting tedayCarmen said there 
was semething in t he magazine section ef the Picayune 
about Carrie en Sunday-buthaven t seen the paper as yet, 

Ur, Uillspaugh telephened this afterneen , asking if I 
had aty influence with Ola Mae and,if se, if,I weuld use it. 

He said he had erdered 100-bezes ef Plantatien Primitive 
stationary early last week and hadbeen unable te et 
either an acknewledgement or the merchandise and that 
he had had se many calls this past weekend fer it and,had 
been uable te make any sales, I am writing Ola Uae, . 

Ur, Uillspaugh alee said that several ef the mevie makers had 
ceme te the tere K te buy Cane River plates and that 
Celenel Sullivan , Jehnferd's assistant directer, had been entranced 
with his Melrose ge-reuud.and wanted te make twe appeintments 
fer Uelrese, ene te make a visit with Ur, Ferd olid ene by himself 
'as he felt the s trengest dehire te make many netes en a persenality 
basis te take b a ok with.him te Hollywood, 

— ,!.U *« — * - »*.?} 

. Reliable infermatien, if there be such, frem the political 
Big Wigg ef this State indicates that the Southern pelitioians are 
eppesed te the fermatien ef a 3rd party in 19 60 since they 
are determined that they, the eld hard shelled censervattves - 
and racial biegta will be a ble te capture the Democratic Party,— 
Imagine, Like all autocrats, they are, like Hitler, Staline and all 
the rest, victims ef their ewn propaganda, finally getting areund 
te believing what they make up and, in the I960 8, that eught te ditch 
them but completely,,,,,,. 


Memorandum: v 

Chilly and rainy all day, se much like 10 years 
age teday, ^ 

The enclosures speak fer themselves large measure, 

I think I detect a glint ef indifference in the reference 
te marital matters in the letter frem James, I hope I 
a m ior eng but, if true, is quite understandable, 

I think yeu may recall the identity ef Miss Moke, and 
hew s he get her name, --that silly dell Celeste breught me 
from Las Vegas and how Prances Ogden referred te Ziba as Ueke, 

As fer the message frem Te8S Crager, it vaguely surprised me, 
primarily because I hnve always theught ef Tess as being 
en the "hard as nails" side, and I believe I am cerrect in 
this, I had net knewn ef her husband's death but it seemed 
te me she was pushing things back a little when she 
began piling up depressien due te untimely deaths by bringing 
inBob Tallant who certainly didn't die yesterday• Teas has 
a business which she has always dominated, has a daughter who 
is married te somebody in Putnam's, I believe, and ample 
substance, T believe, Somehow her message seemed to indicate 
she was painting tee dark a picture fer actualities but 
perhaps the hard as nails" type paints darker pictures than 
ethers de, once they get feeling sorry fer themselves. 

In running through today's unopened envelopes, I recalled 
that quite a while back I placed the order fer Mrs, Me ere s 
book en Natchez, released en October 80th, I believe 
Madam Marco mentioned in a recent letter that she hadn't 
received a copy yet. It dees seem a little odd 
that four weeks after the r elease ef.a book these who have 
erdered shouldn't get a n acknowledgement if net the merchandise• 

But then, I never get a nedd frem the lady bout doing the review I effe 
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te circulate in beh a lf ef the velifme, the effer made ever se far 
k a ck. Strange hew la Ueere deesn t de business. 

In tenight's news, it was impressive te learn that mere 
than a quarter ef a millien dellars in reyalties is 
piled up in Swiss b a nk3, under the administrative centrel 
ef Pasternak's Italian pu Usher, in f a ver ef the Russian 
Beris Pasternak and that the Hebei Prise meney is likewise 
. being held in Sweden fer him. What a ceck-eyed werld 
these Kremlin beys can make ef things. My guess is that 
if Mescew had permitted Pasternak te publish his 
beek in Russia and had applaued h.jm and urged him te 
ge te Sweden te receive the award, nebedy much weuld 
h c ue given the beek a tenth ef the attentien it h a s received 
by the very s tupidity ef the Kremlin handling ef the affair. 

The killing part ef it a ll is that, fer a ll I knew, the beek, 
while undeubtedly werthy ef a Hebei Prise, may in actual ity 
net be half se^ exciting a s the Kremlin inadvertently has made it. 

I received the Christmas Festival pregram in ted a y’s pest 
and a m sending it aleng te yeu by this mail. I deubt 
if it is ef the sligh est interest but theught yeu might like 
te s ee fer ye self. Seme ef the illustratiens leeked 
mighty, faint te me. I theught the cever 

Particularly unattractive, especially fer the subject te hand. 

,There is semething a beut the gewn ef the lady that reminds me 
ef a nightgewn Miss Barbara Lamar ence were in an ancient 
mevie, — a thing a beut as leng as the ene illustrated and 
its hems re-enferced with s ething like barbed wire that 
centreted a bevt in a n astemsh manner every time the artist 
teek a step infrcnt ef the camera, and she did much stepping, as 
I recall# and appear ut erly ridiculei s te the peint ef making 
the audience rear ohen the audience wasn’t suppesed te. 

The current figure seems wenderfully inapprepriate te me fer 

the pregram a beut deings irf the eldest tewn in the Leusianana 

purchase. Surely they can t pass eff this number as 

a "lady in calice". I understand it was created by semebedy 

living in Cleutierville, ef all places. Perhaps that 

explains the whele thing. Te me it ne way suggests 

the eld time Christmas Festival that weuld seem te be called fer. 

And new I must get te werk, helding the theught the pre- 
heliday rush hasn t already engulfed the lady ef ^yme . 


Wednesday, Hevcmber 19th, 1958. 


Memerandumt 

Air-ish all day in the 50's but altheugh still 
damp under feet, the skies were all blue and geld. Tenight 
we are premised a frest and it's time fer ene. 

But we didn't need the frest we get in the pestal 
sectien teday. 1 take it the Jtiail sacks fer Melrese must 
h a ve gene te Buckeye er seme such place since we 
received nething. This ju$t gees te preve semething 
er ether but I knew net what altheugh I might remark 
in passing that a lady in Matchiteches telephened me 
en Tuesday in reference te a nete she had pested me en Menday, 
and, if lucky, I’ll perhaps get it en Thursday. Feur days 
te tr a vel 15 miles dees seem leisu ely eneugh in this 
a ge ef the jet • 

interruptien ef ene heur at this peint . 

It was I. 5. Willard calling . 88he has been eut 

at Bla kk Lake all day, ebserving Uerse Seldier deings. She 
3aid the way the hereine, ''enstance *eioers, was riding herseb a ck 
in the splashy waters w)th the thermemter being what it is, 

I. S.W. is glad she isn t in that line ef business. 

She said she had a leng tealk with Bm Hel den whe 
seems te be a business man as well as an acter, what with 
his effice in Heng-Keng calling him twice while he and she 
were chatting. He is interested in Hunter canvnses and 
asked her te make an appeintment fer him fer a prelenged 
sessien en the return ef the cempany frem their Hatches 
lecatien. 

Oddly eneugh, I. S.W. had been mere er less at heme ever 
the week end but neither James, Kay ner I had been able te 
catch her by telephene. She was much distressed en learning 
she had missed the whele pease. 


, V..' ■ i-ff s 

*. L 1 iUv S «6 " It. <• u 
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If you had the good luck last night to hear the 
Columbia three way talk between New York, Berlin and'Washington, 

I'm sure you found it interesting and you were probably 

as impressed as I by the splendid English spoken by 

the Mayor of Berlin. I don't recall ever having heard a 

pelitic ion •/ #n« country speak the language of another 

country with such obvious ease and facility. I was 

especially impressed at the immediate response he made to 

Howard K. Smith in one or two instances wherein Ur. Smith 

had used expressisns which, altheugh Casually prentunced, 

might well have be-fuddlec American Ctngressmen, had 

they been addressed t» them . I gst theimpressisn that the 

little accent there was stemmed from a possible English rather 

thcP American speech training. I haven t heard speech managed 

ss deftly in international broadcasts in a long time and it reminded 

me that.for a while both Meet thePress andFace the -Nation 

interviewed peeple in New Jerk or'W shingten, -- 

politicians from ether lands, whese speech I feund gre t difficulty 
in cemprehending unless I paid rather stricter attention than 
the pearls .ef.wusdem they drepped merited. 

Tonight's radie .mentioned that Cengressman Overten Brteks 
.ofBhreveport will address the Levee eard in flew crleans en 
the merrew, proposing legislatien t» curb the Supreme Ceurt. 

Hailing frem Shrevpert, Ur. Breeks is preb a bly a deveted 
reader ef the Shreveport imes and therefere leans 
he a vily en er te ard the Conservative side. a e frequently 
dreps in at the stere to see o. H. when pass ng this way and it 
is interesting that his cencern fer pelit ical business has 
been se great that he never has felt impelled te explore inside 
the frvn’C gate • * 

• *... i 

I felt very neble about my afternoon accomplishments when 
I packed five large boxes ofsmall gourds, wrapping each in spparate 
paper and getting the whole business ready for shipment 
to the New 'rl ans lady to whim- James delivered the larger gourds 
for me on Sunday This wraps up the 1958 gourd crop but completely 
and this in spite of the fact that letters continue pouring in 
for gourds and gourd seeds, more gourds and more gourd seeds • 

Ev erything across the fence seem8 just darling 
at the moment, what with Uadam Regard, frail but 
up and about while Celeste was spending the afternoon and evening 
in town, —or beyond town,- playing hos ess at the 

cards and 


Thursday, November £<>th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

A beautiful day and no end of things to be ndertaken 
in the out of doors and some of them accomplished. 

By 8 o'clock this morning when I had done not more than half 
a day's work, the telephone began jingling, — b a gs calling 
from town, pftaying to know if they were among the magical two 
exempted by me in the Creeping Fruit Cake article. Of course 
they all were the exceptions and they all probably, turned back to their 
fruit cake baking with relief. 

Some Mrs. Allen tele phoned „ rom town, saying she had just run down 
from Shreveport with a Texas fnend and might they come doitn for a litt. 
call. They might not. I simply had too much cooking to be borthered 
with ladies burdened with nothing more than time on their 
h a nd3. I thought B remembered Mrs. Allen as a pleasant 
w man but ± said "~ut. No" regardless. And so I 
turned b a ck to checking on a dozen things and getting 
further and further entangled too many ventures when, Lol 
Mrs. Allen and her friend appeared on my gallery. I was 
provoked and reckon they realized it for >hey explained they had 
stopped by the s tore te leave me a dab of —-•/ dl things, — 
fruit cake, and J. H. had tol them to come in 
and lift for me as I was bound to be a k# t. on 
Saturday I couldn't get the Slaughter a rchitect and onThursday 
I couldn't stave off the Allen contingent , * 

I was glad when I had r,d myself of the visitors and 
could get b,-.ck to whatever, including the final 
touches on the shipment of stuff to New rl ans for the 
Freeman lady and her party. One sn a g encountered in 
my preparations for shipment had revolvedabout a bushel 
of courn the lady wanted. We had a nple supplies of corn 
a nd J. H. had directed the clerk to send me a bushel for the Freeman 
order. Now i seems that one person's concept of abushel of 
corn may differ widely from another person's, and such was 
the cae, it was obvious, when a tr ck arrived at Yucca, 








* 


I 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


+~ 


>|» 


9576 


*\ . 


bear inq eneugh cent te have fed the Children ef Israel 

frem Egypt te where ever and back again # fer the clerk apparantly 

had envisiened a bushel as being that a meunt ef cern 

which, when taken eff the ceb f wud previde a bushel ef 

kernels ef cent whereas I am quite sure that Mrs. Freeman 

envisioned cent en the ceb te the extent ef filling 

n beut i bushel. 

I laughed at the meuntain ef preduce th c t had ^rriued and was 
reminded ef tl*e- e&casien in early summer when I sent Uat 
Burden up •» the tep •/ Yucc a with twe met a l screens te cever the 
twe chimne.ys te p event the chimney sweeps fren invading 
the place. Ihat evening aleng „beut twilight when Essae Mae 
n :id few ethers were planning, te ceme te spend the evening with 
° a - J •• * -jj—• ■»*•- • '•i' in 


lev tletscvd awalleus lcdenly core d$- n *■! e ch r L 


mi 


eeic’eir where Ij tie king 
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Se glad fer clipping and news abeutjf. ifurrew interview pregram. 

I heard Dr. L ibby and liked him. Can t wait te hear my friend, 9577 
Barry Celdwater enSunday night. 

\ o’. 


Friday evember Blst, 1958. 


Memreandum• • k 

Hew nice te have an exclusive mail frem Lyme in teday's 
pest, made up ef an air mail and a huge parcel. I was 
well centent te have the pest just se and a millien 
thanks te little Miss Lee fer having been the 3ele supply ef 
my delight. 

What is rare in the secretarial sectien is the eppertunity 
I had te finish r all but the very last ef a letter in a single 
sitting and this is what happened teday se that I shall have 
te pleasure ef re-reading the entire message en the merrew plus 
the last paragraph er twe which in erruptiens presented teday. 

And may I say what great geed will be realised frem the 
c entente ef the bex yeu were se kind te take the treuble te 
packk and te send. Yeu cannet imagine hew much 
beth the theughtful actien and the material will mean 
te me and I shall teuch upen this matter again at 
a su sequent sitti.g. As seen as the interrupters were 
gene, the 3ecr tary ha ing already vanished, I unpacked the 
things, hanging them up en the arneir red and they 
were se perfectly packed that ene ceuld never guess they 
had net just arrived frem the lecal cleaners and the 
lighter garments were in equally excellent shape in spite 
ef their lengthy travels. 

I am se glad yeu enyeyed the Eric Sevareid piece abeut 
the Eemail Decter. It seemed se s plendid te me and such an 
excellent eppertunity te mcerperate the name ef Liee 
i/iss Lee. I wa3 particularly anxieus te get this incerperated 
in a celumn since eventually it will accerdingly find itself 
inte a beek seme day and it gives me vast satisfactien te 
knew that this afticle will guarantee that very special 
name in a velume a beut CaneBiver where the influence 
ef my Lady ef the Lamp has been felt se censtantly 
all dur ng the past decade threugh all the geed effices 3he has 
exerted in its behalf a in a billien different ways. 

r 
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Sunday, flevember 23rd, 1958. 


I mu 3 t say I was particul rly touched y the delicacy 
in which little Mis 3 Lee handled the Hamiltonian 
matter. Everything concerned with it means se much te me» 

flew that Christmas is only 4 weeks and 4 days away, I leek back 
at this date a year a ge when my efforts te anticipate seme of 
Santa's deings was getting me ne where. This year I theught 
I ioeuld de a d b ef such business by mail, —Chicago $ Freepert, Texai 
flew Orleans and se en and it is a seurce ef vast satisfaction 
ju 3 t te knew that unless Uncle Samis postal bey3 den t go 
completely buckeye,I may appreach the heliday seasen with 
less ef c veid in front ef me In view ef all the 
rush and bustle areund heliday time, I shall make it a 
peint this year te mail early and te emit all cards er 
messages ef greeting whatseever in erder that the 
recipient, by simply remevmg the euter wraping, asat 908, 
may preceed in full assurance that whatever cemes te hand may 
be free ef a ny suggestien ef peint er erigin with the exceptien 
ef a)» item which if think will preb~ : ly turn eut te be a beut 
4 by five inches and if Freepert cemes threugh as I anticipate, 
the tiny package m y suggest x e pe nt ef erigin and may impell 
t e recipient, te keep i at the effice. 

I ceffeed with Madam Regard this mrening. I feel 
sure the clippings had net reached her as yet fer she 
mentiened what a levely nete en plantatien Primitive 
Paper Cexeste had had frem Lyme and I feel sure she weuld 
h n ve been quick te mentien the clippings, had they 
re a ched her. Celeste was spending the merning in tewn 
and as the pest did net re a ch here until nearly neen, the clippings 
will prebi ly net cerne te hand befere temerrew merning 3 emetime 
er en Menday. 


Madam Walker texe hened me te'ay t check en a line 
in next week's column, ent tied Could You Im ginel 
I find her very intelligent and I like her but stave eff 
visitations because her effspring is tee much all ever the 
.place, —natural enough fer a child ef his years but 
still within the age bracket cevered by the slightly altered 
adt^qje nj-Qhildren sheuld be seen and their deings 


t .. v , i;« ..v •>> - s-," . • oc.' » 

Memerandum• 

• 

Such a levely week end with the sun uncleuded, the meen 
unshaded, deliciously ceel for sleeping and pleasantly 
warm during the day. t 

Sa tu day was a shambles ef pee pie, fer tlte 
most part uninteresting Seme ladies en Saturday afterneen 
hailing frem Beyce, mentioned having seen Blythe 
and M s. Hemingway ai the S'.ere but I neverdid see them, 
and I am jus as happy, fer tnere were se many ethers. 

And Saturday night's telephene was almest as 
busy as Saturday afterneen' s frent gate, and me3t 
ef the talk as uninteresting. Mrs. Hemes telephened 
te tell me a eut an article in s me paper n beux the 
little tewn in Kentucky where h r hsub a nd lived fer the 
f first six years ef his life. I tried te catch en te 
semetliing that might fit inte the picture, a si never heard 
ef the place she mentinned and I ask her in which 
Pa^t ef Kentucky the ewn was, thinking she weuld 
say se many miles frem Leuisville er seme such but 
she explained that it was in Lyens Ceunty and that 
meant, exactly as much te me in es 3 >2isAing it 
lecahty as did the news akeut Cemmerce, Texas, when 
the bag frem there teld me it is in Hunt Ce nty. 
llet knewing a single ceunty in either State, it was all 

as clear as mud * "i ' 1 ' ' ■ 

v 

Harvest meney ceniinues flowing abundantly in 
this area and liquer and gun play equally, se. At 
the henkey-tenk h If way between here and S Mathew's, 
there h a ve been lets ef d nces and a'ltheugh 
the Saturday night clesing heur is 1, things 
were still recking aleng at 3 this mrening when 
Ashley Kirland whe runs the pi „ce ,.was shot in the 
hip and carted eff the the Alexandr a hesp tal flebedy knows whe 
did the sheeting but my grapevine, usually reliable, says 
it was xhe H a yis beys, living en the C. Vernon Cloutier 
Type plantation. It will be quieter when the 
■ hdrtrent iheney has playAd eut. • * 
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Monday, fitvember 24th, 1958. 


I hope little Mias lee get a chance to hear Senator 
Gold water on Face the flatten. It struck 

me he demonstrated pretty clearly what the ultra-censer native 
is like in his thinking and his chicanery . It isn t 
surprising, I suppese, that he was se shecked and so puzzled 
that Henest ehn Bricker get the sack at the hands of 
the Ohie vrters, the Henest Jehn whe fer se long has been 
rated by the Press in general as the worst Senator 
in the United States. And, e course, u eldwater hiself, 
being a very wealthy man, c ouldn t possibly approve of 
filling up the loop holes in the tex structure, expressing 
himself as believing in lettering the oil people, like 
the 1 exas^ ompany, deduct two hundred and fifty million 
ollars •»» earning before starting to figure out their 
taxes but not permitting a laborer earning six hundred 
dollars any such loop hole. That is certainly where 
the extreme right comes out so clearly in the Arizona 
Senator. It struck me he was giving ffixon the 
" ki 33 of death" when he endo sed him and, of course, I 
was delighted he extended this deadly accolade • I 
was somewhat surprised when he even approprai ted the die-hard 
Democratic filibuster a nd I certai nly hope the Lord that 
thing will be thrown out of the window in t he coming session, 
for in spite of the *ol water defense of the thing, it 
has been one of the most notorious evils in Congressional 
government in the past several generations. 

When I look b a ck at the ffixon disguised assumed during 
the past few years prior to the recent election, making 
pantomime gestures in the directi on of the liberals and 
then taking off hi3 long whiskers for the campaign and 
swinging the hatchet again, I must say I think 
he just a bout cooked his goose with the majority of the 
voters so far as any aspirations he may h a ve for himself in 
the future. But if there was any dou t in anyone's mind before 
tonight bout the ffixon status, surely none can remain 
after such a dyed-in-the-wool reacti nary as Gol water 
endorsing him. If only the Republican will 
nominate ffixon and Honest John in 1960, that will 
be just like getting the Presidency h a nded to them on 
n silver platter for the democrats. 

and other fare which, I a n sure, you h a v stacked high 
for your attention whenevera leisure moment arrives . 


Memorandum : 

Another lovely day with the biggest moon I have 
seen in a long time, flooding the white garden 
to the point of magic. To make it complete, 
it lacks only the presence of little Miss Lee, 

Grandpa and me before St. Giggin's fountain. 

After all the tiresome talk in my memo of last 
night r bout Arizona s Senator Gold water, I was bound to 
get a laugh at 9:30 this morning when some physician 
a »d his wife from Shreveport came by appointment, 
bringing with them a couple from Arizona. The latter 
told me they haj worked so ardently during the recent 
pre-election period in behalf of their favorite Senator,— 
Barry Goldwater. As the. youth over in Tenas 
or Concordia Parish once remarked• 

"I ain't had so much fun since the night the 
mob lynched Pa» H 

I was talking with Mrs. Millspaugh this evening 
about 6 and was interested to learn that Ola 
Mac had^ visited the store th is afternoon about 2 \30 
to deliver some Plantation Primitives about which I 
had written her in behalf of Millspaugh 1 s one 
day last week. I had at the same time sent 
some captions for the proposed new stationary 
in the Cane River Plantation series and had suggested 
a t the same time that it might be mutually convenient 
if I handled both the orders and deliveries of 
orders for this merchandise for the ffatchitoches area, 
including a new arrangement on discount for me, since 
up to now, I have been charged exactly the same - 
for this merchandise as is being charged to the 
retailers who had nothing to do a k»ut its creation. 

That you may be kept abreast of such doings, I made 
a carbon copy of my letter of tonight to Ola Mae. I must 
..say it strikes me as vaguely odd that Ola Mae did not get 
down to see me* Perhaps she tried the telephone and 
ouldn't reach me but other people have tried reaching me 
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Tuesday, Htvember 25th, 1958, 


this afternoon and succeeded. Perhaps she was tr\ying a 
the s/me .time. Perhaps she wasn't tryv • ig at all. 
must he admitted that she and her girl friend, tf J 

take the cake as elusive characters, 

t snc tuStf tu s z ~ 

a feeling both high extracting parties are ll ' clini ? 

tt threw away what neither, in my 

ltse , It wtuld appear that I had better 

s.s: 

they will both be screaming ftr me to rescue them, and, 
even if the one tr the ether shtuldn t scream, it 
would strike me as inhuman just tt stand by and unto,h 
tnem drown without making gesutre tf warning them 
$f their danger in advance, 

Reverting tt my letter to Ola Mae, the idea I have 
stems frtm an attractivebttklet m a de up •/ 
a clipping frtm tne issue tf a paper on a 3in 9* e 5 * 

The company in Texas issuing these arc 

expensively, around fifteen bucks, *‘^ntatilns 

has s*me pictures in color •» Cone «tver plantation* 

f be used in the impending "Notes on , I could 
do.an article occasionally •» the heuses, »r use •»«-such os 
the tne abtut Jean Prudhtrnme. This wtuld provide th,e prmt 
tr clippings and the ctltr reprtduction, as used for the 
Note.Paper ctuld supply the ctlbr illustrations and 

ZTel'ct Ll SIS; 4rTs{nfk ZopUr u\. *.M 
and then put in a /»2ie and s#ld as a whie ctllectitn, 

Ola 1/1 ~ + ' , “ ‘ 

l*¥gi 

prii 
up 



Memorandum • 

It's such a ltvely night, I.wish I might share the 
White Garden again with little Miss lee, even as was 
my wish last night. 

There was a rather curious line tf demarka-tion as between 
ttwn and this bend tf the river all day• In ttwn the 
sky was tvercast all day and the thermtmeter gtt up tt 
71 while dtwn here the sun was brilliant and the thermtmeter 
gtt up tt 80, We are premised rain a nd a high tf 50 ftr 
the mtrrtw but I'm htlding they thtught the divisitn line 
between winter and summer m a y remain right where it stttd all day 
tt day when the mtrrtw rtlls 'rtund, 

• 

L a st night I caught a re-brtadcast tf Columbia's 
Washingttn Mtnday night sessitn with a distingusied perstn and 
I was as f a vtr „bly impressed with the scientist, 

Brtnk, tr stme 3Uch name, as I had *ee?i by.Dr, Libby, I 
a m hoping ytu had the same pleasure I did, 

Ttday's ptst wasn't much, —stme mtre g turd 
letters and a br.ef letter, accompanying stme strt tf 
a bttklet, frtm that organisation, 2 believe, that inherited 
The Shadows fr *m Weeks, I had twt different secretaries 
read the letter but ctuld make tut little they had tt 
read but I gatl>er it may h a ve tt dt with stme quttatitn 
frtm a Cane u iver Memo a beut Weeks but that is merely a guess, 

I shall hold it ftr a day tr twt in hopes tf getting 
better secretaries betfre sending it a.lbng, 

I ne v r. had my house q ite st .upside dtwn as I did a btut I© 
minutes before supper tonight, I w a s rushing to est a >,l ish stme 
strt tf, trder beftre the supper bell t pped st that I might 
return tt a semll a nce tf trder when, tt my unhappiness, 

Dr, Caroline Talley appeared at my dttr, bringing with her 
stme New Orleans physician and h.is wife. It seems the physicians 
were up this way attending stme strt tf a heart congress and had they 
examined mine at the moment, they wtuld have beeiv astonished tt discoi 


l 
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Wednesday, Vevember 


ttkth, 


1958, 


steney a heart ceuld be—fer uninvited and unanneunced guests 
right at the supper heur . I Ca» * imagine 

Dr. Talley bringing peeple here at such an heur regardless but 
even less can I imagine here bringing se dull as her ( 
cempaniens ebvieusly were, I think I teek Dr. Talley s 
bre th away when I landed her b a ck at the /rent g~te within 
ten minutes but my urdeness never made ,a dent en her 
thick skinned c emp-nisns whe had been tee busy picking up 
randem, ne-acceunt pecanes te knew what hod been said, what 
they might h z ve seen er hew much er hew little the deck 
had advanced between their arr val and de i rture • 

I was amused te hear seme ef the Celumb&a reperts tenight 
as te the debugs ef the Vixen's teday in feg-beund 
Leaden. One headline w a s queted as stating• 

"Vixens At Heme In Peg", 

I gather that things went eff nicely eneugh even theugh 
ene unpleasant newspaper referred te the guest sas 
"Tricky Dicky", . 

It's such a pity a man whe has se much as the Vice 
President sheuld at the same time be pessessed ef such a 
flaw that he is anathema te se m a nyy peeple, especially peeple 
whe den't care fer hatchet men in a ny ferm, 

I was se glad Andy came te see me this 
afterneen areund 8, Andy wears a watch and prides 
himself in having it clesely in line with radie 
time signals. I was a ccerd ngly surprised when, en 
asking him the Jieur, he c ensulted his time piece and 
teld me semething that made it ebvieus he wasat 
leasij half an heur eff. He remarked that he 
wasn t sure ef the exact heur since he had net 
been able te set it by the radie "since papa died". 

He said he was sure his radie was werking alright 

but he theught it wasn't right te play it because 

ef the death in tht heuse. Peer Andy, he was in fer 

a bit ef cencentrated persuasien en my part and 

I believe I cenvinced him that as seen as he get heme 

he eught te turn en his machine . With twe wacky peeple 

in hi 3 heuse. he and they .need seme sert ef entertainment right 

new if ever they needed it . 


Memerandum : 

Hew nice te find .such a levely card frem Lyme 
in teday's pest, bearing Thanksgiving greetings, 

It was s,e nice te find the little clipping cencerning 
the Herse ^eldier, tee, Semehew I had missed this 
new3 item a'ltheugh I learned tenight that mentien 
ef it had been made en the lecal radie a few days 
b a ck when the yeunger Ferd's misadventure 
was listed by the press. 

The way little Hiss £«« timed her greetings 
in erder that might arrive at precisely, 
the right mement fills me with wender and 
a dm r tien, I hav 3# eften tried te figure eut 
just hew leng it is geing te take Uncel Sam's beys 
te get frem ene place te anether with a piece ef mail 
but semehew I always seem te ge all "Buckeye" en my 
calculati ns while little Hiss Lee h sis hits it 
slap jen thp nese. 

The levely ard is sitting herefaoing me en my desk 
and has been a seurce ef vast inppir tien and cemfert 
en a enveing tee prlenged in l a bering en this 
keybeard, 

A celd w a ve reached Shrevepert at 6 e'cleck 
this meriting, heading this way. It's pregress was 
leisurely lid se did net re n ch here until nearly 
neen, Ihe sky was evercast and there was an eccasienal 
sprinkle, sufficient enly te disceurage cetten pioking 
but net eneugh te prevent the harvesters frem turning 
te pecane gathering, 

I den't seem te reda'll hew it^was my meriting 
played eut se swiftly but there were a few 
iUltlVWRti** 19 and just ene pilgrim, ef ceurse, can 
apprepriate a heap ef time. 





V - ’ - 

J-' - 
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F, r two reason, first, because a column was due, 
and, secondly, because \he weather was unpieasant, 

I was determined te devote seme t ime during the afternoon 

to knocking off a column. I get sufficiently 

insert a sheet ef paper in t his machine when Juanita B. 

Upped at my deer. *he said Pat had ceme down te lend a ha »d 

with pecane 3 and that she stepped at the house acress the fence 

but disco enng that beth ladies were probably deep 

in a siesta, —being careal net te investi a ge tee thoroughly, 

she had slipped eut and ever here. I u> c s delighted ?.» see her 

but it was almest supper time befere she pulled eut 

and went back te see if the ladies had awakened. 


I asked her fer seme details a bout the Essae Mae 
frame up fer the Renrys but she said she ceuldn t enlighten 
me since she and Pat had left Baten Reuge fellewmg 
dinner at the Ceuntry Club with all the rest ef the i amily, 
and instead ef going te the inaugural, they had headed 
fer heme. hey, —she and Pat, had spent the 
night with the S. 0. Renrys, junier. I remarked that 
this had advantages ever ihe ether household where everything 
is maintained with such perfectien a nd she agreed altheugh 
she said that the jun ers seemed e make such an 
exclusive specialty in small talk that she was 


might glad when the visit had bee .<■ concluded. I wender 
if she was al3e veicing her husband's netiens, tee. 


Well, be that as it m z y, I went en te supper, returned 
here fer a news sessien, after which, I get started en 
my leng delayed celumn which I must send te t ewn temerrew. 

It went rather slowly but by dint ef much hammering 
I eventually found myself beut half threugh a nd v iad I had 
somehow get ever the difficult p f art ef trying te 
blew life mte senething I didn feei te lively about. 

Picture my vast diaappeintment when I then discevered that 

the ribben had stuck a ! *ut 3 pages back and, ef ceurse, I ceuldn t 

tell where the vast spaces had begun, which, had that been 

possible, might have en a bled me te pick up the thing 

at seme point or ether. Rut that being impossible, I 

started all ever again and thus, an evening frittered away. 

But exhaustion be-gets sleep if one isn t tee tired and 
although I am tired %, I am net tee much so to make 
sleep difficult, and so I fold up, holding this 
te go in tl^e same envelope with temerrew s memo........ 



Thanksgiving Day, 

flevember 27th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

• 

Our weather so approximated that obtaining elsewhere in 
the nation, it isn't worth remarking upon, —cold in 
the 40's, and cloudy, with a premise ef sleet fer 
tonight. 

Fen. the first time in 20 years, the two households 
en either side ef the fence, dined separately en 'Thanksgiving. 

I believe turkey was the resistence piece acress the fence 

while Eugene, Dan and I ate fried chicken. The lady, 

who never gets an opportunity te do anything fer herself, 

wanted te leave at 1 o'clock for town where she and 

her girl friends were going te have a frolic and 

naturally extra people te dinner would have slewed things up. 

I was so glad te have the assurance ef seme secretarial 
assistance from town this morning, in iensequence ef 
the pulling and huuliitg I had to practice on this machine 
last night and it was a comfort to knew that 
the aforesaid .assistance would enable me te get the 
manuscript, —Let There Be Lights, - back te t ewn tonight 
so it would be delivered te the newspaper 
temerrew periling, a desired end fer the muking up ef 
next week s layout. But my assured assistance failed 
te mater l-alize and so about 11, I chanced te eneunter 
the lady a cress the fence In her yard and asked her if she chanced 
te be go ng to town tomorrow morning and, if so, I should- 
like H ride, 'taking the manuscript with me. Ru'r she 
said she didn t think sv, m fact, if she went anywhere, she 
tliought s *e m ght go to Alexundr ia. She said she 
didn t like chasing all ever town in Natchitoches but that 
if I had merely a letter te be dropped, in the box, she 
wouldn't mind doing that fer me. I told her I would send it 
in by Eugene, —after all, ± was hoping te get seme second 
hand help during the afternaan by local helpers, —but 


y ‘ “ a , ‘il* * »,»»•* S‘' f ® 1 h . * 
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contrived on such sh#rt netice »uer nothing. 

I apologize f*n reeling off such a g.k •/ uninteresting 
picgyunei sh stu// hut perhaps it helps to 
a cl«ar«r picture of tne problems involved when 
tne is tangled up with 50 year *id people who are 
still in the little girl tea party age of impulses. 

m uiew of the impending sleet, I thought it high time 

»?•«:: s* :'=^r- £=£££?. 

straight handles about a feet and a half long with the diameter 

rnf a t arter, with semethmg suggesting a black pine apple 

at the end of the stem. Tying them int. a cluster net 

unlike in shape a huge bunch ef grapes I suspened them 

ahiue the cast ir#n sa/e i»» .the corner of my boudoir, 

that as a backdrep, they have the artist s murals ef 

tie g.urd Harvest »i «.«**«* y.u are familiar as U appearance 

the one appearing in the ceek beek illustration. With the 

white ceiling and colorful murals, this cluster leeks 

like nothing^I ever saw befere and will delight many 

a visitor, I imagine, during the impending holidays. 

Seme ladies frem Dallas i stepped at the 3tore 
this meriting an persuaded a. H. te iet them de a little 
tour. One ef them had been here bef re and was fuse nated 
tr. jiew it all aga.m while her companions who had never been here, 
preferred to spend their time pickm : up pecanes an let the 
architectural,winders shift for themselves. I ever cease to 
marvel at varying senses ef values that p-eple 
are forever manifesting. 

I have been bracing myself today against tomorrow's 
mail which ought to be a heavy one and. that make me think 
that it is noteworthy the order for Mrs. Hooreb 

“ st 


p. s. JTie last line or two ef this memo get gummed up. 

Kay just telephoned frem New rleans, saying she felt as though ( 
out ef jail, what with h a ving just parked Aunt Willie at oschner 8. 
'She said James went to BatenReuge for Thanksgiving G »d left the girl3 
in toon, —flew rleans. She sounded haPPU and, surprisingly in a way, 
handed the 'phone to her cousin, Jean O'lrien, with whom I suppose 


handed the ph 
she and her si3ter may be staying, 
James is inclining toward Jean ? 


JJs I imagine it that 
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Friday, November 28th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

Cloudy and chilly with the thermometer unable to 
struggle up into the 40's all day, and, thanks to clearing 
skies tonight, will prob a bly slip down into the 20 s 
before morning. . It has been curious s ort of 

autumn, rainy instead of dry, and moderate rather 
than otherw se. , With November a bo t played out, juess 


it is i eally t ime . 
which tontghT will 


or the sugge 
usher in. 


tivn of a change in season 


the 


I reckon not many pecanes were gathered today when 
the chance f r picking pneumonia in ste d of pecanes was so 
excellent. But money Clones to hand in sufficient dribbles 
to How fire water to c rcuu te easily which, 
in turn, "prod ces res Its not unexpected when gasoline 
and liquor get mixed together. 

A case in point is that of'Dooley, well known 
for hi s incl njti n tow rd tne bottle. This 
afternoon he somehow succeeded in getting himself 
run over by an unloaded trailer after he had turned over 
tractor on which he was riding, — driving, - without 
getting himself banged up much. I don't see how 
the tr ctor could turn over so that the trailer it was 
pulling could run o er Dooley bui so it was and so 
the inexplicable occurs in the gas-liquor combination. 

I had news aboi t Mary D a vid of Alexandria, Miss 
Sally's sister, who lives in Ajexandria• I may have mentioned 
he lady •» occasion before.. I suppose I may have 
mentioned, that MissSally •/ Magnolia has een in the Cabrini 
Hospital in A exa-'-dri a fir a week or two after h a mg fallen 
and crack ng her pelvis or some such • Well, Miss Sally 
and her sister aren t very much alike but in the matter 
of falling they are sisters alright, what with Miss Mary 
having fallen while shopping, in an Alexandria department 
store and breaking a bone, --arm or leg, 1 know not which, and 


i - 


y 
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Sunday, Hovember 30th, 2958. 


thus both a ncient sisters are flattened out a* the same 
time as-a result of parallel accidents 

I h n d assumed, incorrectly, that today's post would 
he unusually heavy• Aside from half a dozen non¬ 
descript le,tters and a gob of Christmas advertising, 
there wasn t much although I did welcome the letters enclosed 
for the pictures they gave of the doings of our f riends. 
Shreveport one suggests the lady is busy, indicating, I hope, 
that the lady continues feeling d right, while the 
tjew Orleans one gives a program that I doubt is 
in line with the plans for returning to the Bluff quite 
at variance with those su, . * t -wl ~n i' - 1 
, 1 - 7 -. n> im- /»- - " ' • b- no ■ - o e 

Heil fl •- lJrl _ 5 » “ ’ • " . * 


i » 0 ' * 


. ..... started acting up again. I was 
saying that the opinion regarding the Paul D. Schaeffers, as 
expressed in fames' letter, much reflect my own 
feelings. Paul D. in body and manner and facial 
expression somehew recalls to m-nd one Pierre although 
his spouse is no Marguerite. She is the correct wife and 
one is conscious of her effort to be just that. Both 
Ur. Becherman and Dr. Kyser thought herworthy of admiration 
intellectually whi'ls I thought hermanij esting 
a manufactured intellectual a preach to everything for an 
effect which apparently pj eased Messrs Be Herman nd Kyser 
and deiig ted me not at all. 

And then, , perhaps before- 1 - had finished the lastsentence, 


unded 


Memorandum• 

I shivered this morning for the residents of Manhattan 
when the CBS mentioned a low of 18, for it was only 
25 here and that was cold enough. 

Satu day and Sunday skies were cloudless but the sun 
made no dent in the cold air and vegetation .al 1 over the 
place turned from green to brown before one s eyes. The 
droopy banana plants in front of *ucca give the impression 
a Congo village might present after a Citizens Council 
g a iig had swarmed over the neighborhood. 

And speaking of Citizens Coucil reminds me of a story 
new to me ,o,i\ ,tA« racial thing. A colored family purch a sed 
a home in a fashionable white section and the white 
neighbors immcdia ely erected a tall fence between the 
properties. A colored boy in the newly arrived family 
discovered that a white boy a bout his a 9 e lived across the fence. 

On the first day he called .to l he white boy and told him that 
he, the colored boy was just as good as the white boy 3ince they 
both lived in the same block. On the s econd day, the colored 

i 0 y called to the white boy again c nd declared: 

"I'se better th a n you is 'cause you lives 
next to niggers and I lives next to white folks." 

I related the story at dinner today and J. M. found it 
a musing but Celeste did me the courtesy of a simulated smile. 
Apparantly it she ked her but long since hav I given up trying 

to understand the workings of that mind f and so let it pass with the 

simulated sad remark that my story didn t~(jo over. 

Carolyn telephoned this morning from Marshall, asking if she 
might 3 ee me between 2*50 and 5 .this fternoon. She might. 

In view of other appointments, falling wide of their hour, I was 
not at -11 surpr ised when I glanced at the clock to 
discov r it was 4 and she hadn't shown up. She telephoned 
shortly afterward, —from Shreveport. She said the muffler 
on her car had? gone wrong between Marshall and Shreveport and 

• ' 
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she thought it better to remain there fir a welding 
jib in the miming. I thought that an excellent 

plan. She as-'ed me if I had written her during the past minth as 
she had nit received any mail sent her during the interim, — 
addressed ti New Orleans. Fir a per sin win has sent tut 
the filders such as the sample firwarded ti yiu a while 
b a ck, advertising the Ramsey Corporation, it seems might idd 
ti n bsent ine's 3clf frim me's mail but I never have 
understeid just hiw she iperates her business. I ipined that I was 
glad the breakdown came in the Shrev pirt area since it wiuld 
give hex an ippirtumty ti get tigether w ti Ola Mae. 

She said she ttnught Ola Mae was put if tiwn. Hummmmmmmm. 

She said she w iuld pass this way in the mirmw and 1 tild her that wiula 
be fine. As I hung, up, I fiund myself muttering: 

"When yiu think a flock if peiple yiu kmw are giing batty, 

yiu had better gi take a Ink in the glass . " 

I git a laugh in Saturday when I f inally git a mund 
ti read the letter f mm the Histiric Sites Fiundatim and their 
attractive illustrated bnklet. The letter 
aPiligised fir the adding if an "e" ti my name but where 

the laugh came was nit in that typtjr hical ernr but 

because they had quited at length frim my article 
biut Weeks Hall, attributing the while business ti 
seme ither writer, — Willcitt, er sime such name, and 
nithing in. the letter, apohgiaing fir the mis-spell mg, was 
said -jveiit h ving conveyed the fruits of my typewriter ti 
somebidy , else. 

Saturday's post was thin but the telephone was 
busy enough, including me endless cmversatiin with 
I. S. Willard, inviting me ti her house m Saturday _ 

night, as of December 6th, to observe the turning m of 
the lights, and twi invitations to cocktail parties in 
the aftprniin, sirt if between the nun parade and the 
,7 t'click fjreworks. Mr . Walker alsi telephoned ti 
make sure I remembered the Louisiana press Association will 
be having much buffet and ciktails the same 

afternoon at the. Elks Club with a viewing later if the lights 
frim the irin lace b :: lcmy giving m the. river, and at home 
there was much talk about doings at the hotel and all the peiple 


, . 1st, 195 8. 


Memirandum: 

Cloudy all day with a little shower tonight artund 6 
buz warmer withal and the promise fir mire clouds and 
warmth fir the next four ir five days, —s»rt •/ 60 -ish. 

Somewhat co tritely this mornigig before 8, my 
neighbor across the fence telephoned to 3 ay she icas going 
ti spend the morning in town and wouldn't I like to go. 

I explained that Carolyn was scheduled ti put in an ppearance 
between 10 and 10:60 and that therefore I had better "stay put". 

»c - : 

And Carolyn did come — abiut 2, seeming liztle 
more subdued th a n usual, thiught. She has 
cime ti the cinclusion that the lady whi was working fir 
her has been the cause if much failure in business c mnectiins 
and, as the tale unfolded, I came ti the cinclusion 

that .it may have tkeen the same lady who set afmt all the 

tales recently dispensed by Carmen. I gather the lady, in her 
60's, developed a jealousy if Carolyn because if the latter's 
talents and the former s aspirations in the same direction. 

I gather that in taking telephone calls, she has further the 
uncertainty in everybody's mind as to Carolyn's where Jo iuts 
at a n V Given time ir when, if ever, she might cime up 
fir air, as it were. Carolyn will severt connect ions with 
the lady on her return to New Orlea.s. 

The things she wanted to go into especial ly Was the 

outline fir her plantatim book a nd I was pleased ti lend a hand, 

The ipus, as envisioned, will be divided into 
a biut ten sectims, each devoted to #ue distinctive Louisiana 
regim, —Cane River, Teche, Feliciana, etc., 
and may serve both as a pictori a l delight and a 
clear-cut suggetim ti travel in a given 
region.. The idea siunds excellent and I 
shall be delighted • lend a hand • 
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In the midst ef the outline, Blythe and Jean Frants 
appeared and fer the millionth time I wondered why se many 
days can elapse without seeing people like Blythe who has 
a perfect f genius fer turning up at just the 
in$ppertvne moment, * 

It was fter 4 be fere Blythe pulled eut and ^ helped 
her and Jean gather seme qu inces they wanted fer jelly altheugh 
I be-grudged the time. I theught the time a geed ene 
run tnte tewn se that I ceuld attend te a ceuple 
tf miner matters, talk while driving and break bread 
in tewn. I put en the new raiment h a ving recently ceme te 
hand and yeuweuld h c ve been astenished at the perfectien 
tf the fit and 1 felt se cemfert c ble in same. 

D, k heme by 7:15, Ca e lyn decided net te get eut, what 
with t he rain, the darkness nd -11 and se we finished up eur 
chat and I was a hi e get -my faverite CBS news pregram c t 8. 

There had been a cenference with Ola Uae Werd whe oenfided 
te Carelyn that she feared. I might be cress iwith, her because 
ef her fail re ie attend te her cerrespendence. She a'lee teld Carel 
that it was her understanding there weuld be a sharing ef the 
prefits en the Plamatien Primitive and allied nete paper 
rather than special disceunt. That seemed fair, if ene 
has a eed account and prefits are net pleughed mte ether 
operating expenses. It was remarked during the 
ladies get together , I was, teld, that they beth had 
agreed hew wonderful it weuld be . if enly little 
Hiss Lee were in the neighberheed te preside ever the 
operations ef the Werd enterprises, le a ving man a gement 
te that little lady and thus en a hling the Werd asseciates te 
funtien inplanning ether undertakings, pushing sales and 
centactmg new clients. I wanted te share, this 
matter with yeu, ene which la Werd had veicejand Carelyn sub¬ 
scribed^ fe whole heartedly. As great oaks from little 
r cems grew, it is pleasant te keep such random theughts in mind 

>.*• ■ 4'. ■■ L* - ‘ 

\ ■ i; :. *■ i. t *. 0 - ' * ' • • 


<*to 2 *» 



fer inether. Meeker twe, an easy thing to 
e ds pet beiler fer mere 

"* 2a ». rd 


Pest Script • 

I netice the last ceuple ef lines jammed en the 
proceeding page. What I was t alking a bout */as 
the suggestion t hat a book requiring no research be 
tossed off fer immediate production under Ola Uae's 
imprint. Uy theught was that a photographic thing 
after the manner ef Paris de f/utt, with the obvious 
title ef New Orleans by Jlight would be just the 
checker and I should think Carelyn weuld be just the 
person te strike off the photos, etc, while ceuld de the 
brief text and tla Uae the publishing . 










» 
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Tuesday, December 2nd, 1958, 


\ - 

Memorandum j 

A lively day with pretty sunshine and 
a 60 -ish thermometer reading. 

Coffee was si pleasant t his miming. Celeste was 
bsent, having spent the day in Alexandria, and 
although I canmt recall what made us si gay, Madam 
Regard and I flund much fir merriment. 

One thing -<■ faile d ti mentim regarding 
la&t evening's cmference with the ticket u irl was 
the mild surprise i experienced but did nit reveal, 1 trust, 
was when I mentimed that there was ti be many cicktail 
p„rt es, the. f irewe rk3, lights, etc., filhwed by 
a daace at t he Ciuntry Club, the lady asked if I planned 
c tteadmg and if I thught 3he shiuld plan ti make 
a nund, I pt 'dered ti conceal my stinishment and 
as thiUg'h coming ti a cinclusim a b ut an uncertainty, 
decided against it, With the miuntains if w irk awaiting 
her in flew rleans, I canmt imagine hiw c msiderati in 
if such a pissibil'ity wiuld ever iccur ti her, 

Beth yesterday and tiday, I receivdequite a few 
telephine calls and a few. letter's fnm sime peiple 
I knew and sime don't, each referring ti the 
delight with which they had read the piem in 
last TliUrsday 's Cane River Memi, It seems 
idd si many shiuld wait until this late date ti 
vi ice’their delight. Naturally, hiwever, it is gud 
ti knew that a few lines, remembered si ling and si purly 
remembered shiuld h ? v pmven new and pleasing ti 
si many since I assume that sime fractiin if 
thise whi liked it bithered ti 'plane ir pen a line • 

And in matters if correspondence, it is interesting 
that although a mmth has elapsed, following the October 
26th gourd article, letters are still ciming to hand 


\ 
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I netice the last line gummed up a bit. I was saying 7 er 8 
mechanical cetten pickers are at werk en the plantatien, trying t» 
rtund up the cetten in advance ef the next rainy spell and 
that with pecanes relling, the field hands are censuming 
mere liquer than ever and the sebriety expected te c eme with 
the pest heliday seasen will be weloeme.,.,,. 
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Wednesday, December 3rd, 1958 


During the past twe er three days, I have knecked eff 
a few letters regarding the status ef Levy Peace, 

He was here, being eut ef the Alexandria jail awaiting 
trial fer the murder ef his wife. By seme heek 
er creek, — pr»b a bly mestly the latter, - the charge 
has been reduced frem murder te manslaughter which, I 
am teld, is a step in the right 'di eqtien. Aitheugh 
levy put a butcher knife in his wife s back and then 
shet her head eff with a shet gun * he appears te 
be genuinely grieving that he c nnet get bach. the ife 
he <so theroughly dispesed ef. His manner is se mild, 
his veice and, expressien se „ngelic, ene 
cannet help being tremendeusly impressed by the cress 
currents geing inte the make up ef such a persenality. 

If h a lf ef what the psychiatrists say is true cencerning 
the vast a beunt ef injury dene te a child if he i3 . de 
$ j\‘. m l •* , {•vc., <••<;., helt\i.u h » <• - fy hg 

A'S' b f < • ' ..( • * < I • jl ? 

( trice •[’*. ir ri . # ; ( 1 ] » 

• o iV • 1 n r ,rr 1 • r J < • •' il 

# r ’ f ( - i •/■.'•; ll.' '■* 

i I 1 /. ? l r ■ : 1 0 .' r. • ( r , 

■■ ^ • t' 

•* (-*■ style's minds werk in an average 

asseciatien, I find it interesting at the mement 
that while f centinue hearing nething frem the 
Farley O'Briens, I appear te be en the pleasantest 
#e *rrde with Aunt Willie, KaV» Kay's ceusm and 
James. I suppese this silence fvem the 
Farley o'bri ns stems frem Farley's 
curieus cenvictien that James has evil intentiens 
Reward hip sister and. that James' friend masterminded 
the diabelical scheme. I learned la3t night that 
Farley had breught up such a theery and new he 
preb a bly believes as true the a ssumptien he 
himself created. Semehew it is se much like 
the Hazi and Seviet prepaganda which was ferever 
get-ping its manufactureres inte het water since 
they 8efeften cenvinced themselves ef the reality 
ef the fabxrcatiens they were ferever stirring up. 

And new'I must turn te the mail and de a d Q b 
, f a ,rt »«/•« calling it a day . 


Memerandum: 

■ . • v- 

.e, i-Buch a levely day, all sunshine te the extent 
•s an eccasie\ial mesquite, as I discevered, when 
tidying up the ravages ef Jack Frest in the 
butterfly lily sectien. 
v\. u; j. f . i.L■ S’ A 1 * ei’ ■ 

It was se wenderful having an extra ribben 
te hand teday when Juanita B.came te see me and 
velentesred changing the ene which had grewn a bit 
thin en the end where the machine tended te fail in 
reversing. This new ene, se oenventent te have te 
hand, will stand me in geed stead in the days 
imme iately ahead. I must say, hewever, I feund 
it a bit edd that in spite ef the fact that 
I had inserted a new carben when beginning te 
tenext week's oelumn, Upturned eut that the 
celumn appeared just as weak in the duplicate 
a s it Qid en the eriginal sheet ,* Perhaps 
I waen t hitting the keys hard eneugh te preduce 
the preper effect . . 

i 5 • ■ :.r. ;*1'■' V. * - 4 US S* s»‘o 

I felded up at a reasenable heur last night, 
thinking te arise early this merning te kneck eff 
a celumn and I did just that, al theugh 
rather earlier th a n I had ant^aipated. The 
heur was 1 a.m. when the party 2in« began jangling 
but net fer me,-. The effect ef awakening me, hewever 
just as effective as theugh I was the ene being 
seught. And se, after discevening sleep decided te 
.. be ^elusive, I get up and knecked eff a thing 
tentatively qalied "Dear Santa aitheugh the 
title isn t ve y apprepr\ate ^except fer the date 
efthe celumn'8 appearance which will be a week 
i frem temerrew, perhaps December 11th. 

. ■! -. 3:. 1 i r * v vrst. »".!• Aeiv 1 


IU. ;• ifiii IU siiiinfr.o ti a ■ • evsi 

v - '- t “t: h 

•s * .1 :.ise a '.if. A ' lsi\ mSt \l* oi'.4 s . 
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I sow bath ladies aoress the fence at the oeffee haur 
teday. Celeste was busy with week end plans, including 
Kieth and Betty ef Hew Iberia iaha will came, Betty a 
children, etc., etc. There was quite a te-de 
n beut the G a rden Club's Flewer Shaw ar perhaps 
the Hysterical Ladies, usually held at the Lemee 
Heuse an the Firewarks week end. Carmen, accerding te 
Madam Beat fart, fargat ta list i t in the 
Festival pregram, —and persenally, I can t see as snat 
previded any reasen far the ladies ta give up the 
custam since they might have had all the newspaper 
and readie space desired, ebvieusly much mare effective 
than the pregran. But give it up they veted ta da 
and Celeste, hearing a beut, new wants ta institute 
apen hause instead Se much excitement was 
accerdingly added- ta an already pressure week end and I 
knew net haw things will turn aut and care even less. 

... U...' iJ'v * • V 

• Frem Juanita B. learned ne news ef interest 
-except that Juanita A. will net be oening aver 
far Christmas but Jee eut ef Caspar , Wyaming, 
plans te came deem far Christmas ar Hew Years. 

• i,, , : t 

t I guess there isn.t anything ef interest 
in a few letters enclesed. The ene frem Kay certainly 
given ne hint ef any cleuds an the herizan but 
an the envelepe, her return address is written as 
Custems Heuse Statien, Bex 2383, which she 
helds jeintly with James instead ef the 543 St. Ann , 

Street address she always used fernerly. She deesn t 
seem te suggest she isn't at 543 but, ef ceurse, we knew 
she is with Jean O'Brien same place else in the city • 

^ < ...... • . ?. a.-: • ‘ 

Celumbia's Statien, —VWL, Reesevelt Hetel 
in Hew Orleans, is advertising a recard qbent 
Bernadeete, suggesting it as aChristmaa item, 
the praoeeda ef the solea-ta ga ta the Shrine at 
Leurdes. This is the first example I knew ef wherein 
radte has been used with a hepe ef s ecuring funds 
far a Church situated in-.Bur ape. I find the 
idea net b a d far ether histarie places the w arid 
a raund ta oapy. Persan a lly, the shrine e Leurdes 
seems far dawn an any list.te which I might subscribe 
c but-the radis advertising prevides mean far these 
whe .are fend ef Leurdes te-de semething a^eut it and 
I wish there were similar means making it passible 
far cantributians te ether histario meuuments that 
weuld enable enthusiasts te oentribute in like manner, 

liquer is being drunk by the field hands and I, far ane, will 
be glad when the helidays are finished and a measure ef sebrie 
returns .. | 


9600 


Thursday, December 4th, 1958. 






6. 1.5 


■*>(• •• *1 


Uemerandum : 


E : * 




4 perfect Spring day, —the March variety, - what 
with terrents ef sunshine, the thernemeter in the 70's, 
plus a spanking breeze frem the Gulf while the 
Herth braces itself against mere blizzards. 

I was intent an getting quite a few things dene 
but was circumvented far an heur ar twa this afternaan 
when Editjf W hitehea d Kuntz ar same such made me a surprise 
visit .JVu may recall sh'e Xs the lady whs writes 
very leng letters when she writes and last summer she 
sub-let the Ramsey apartment in Pirates Alley er was 
that twe-years age. J believe she is living in 
Shrevepert and had ceme dawn ta Hatchitaches far same 
sart af art educational thing, taking eut te make 
a reund in this directien. Her excuse was simply te 
see me and I shall accept that flattery but befere ' 
she left, she had teld me a beut a mast pramising saunding 
plan a nd samehaw she seemed ta be enlisting my aid in 
the preject. t . 


iw •>:. 


i • 


Last August, accerding ta the tale, she and seme gentleman 
spent an evening in St. Peter Street, altheugh it. \iad 
been difficult ta effect an appeintment but the hestess 
appeared as charmed as the guests.Edith knews seme 
Hasten gentleman whe has large *blacks ef stack in 
same shipping cencern which hauls bananas frem Guatemala 
te varieus American Gulf parts and h a uls b a ok experts 

22 V P ar ] etl i *r a nether. Anether gentleman, living memewhere 
in Hew England alse has a large black af stack in the- 
same cencern and tegether the twe a fere said ge)itlemen ceuld 
signify te their advertising agency that they weuld like te 
have films , made bbncern inp the b a n a na with a view 
te stirring-up mere ceneumtien e. sa me en the American 
market, Edith and Carelyn plan te get tegether semetime■between 

llub o 


n*if &o i m*i 
uim»y •>;* 3 


; *3 v 


9« I . 
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December 15th and 85, during which they will make an 

eutline fsr a film er 4 sr 5, and they will 

g» ts Hew Jin gland ts present their ideas t» the prsper 

gentlemen, but csme ts think sf it the sther sne, 

net the Bsstsn sue, lives in Chicage. It 8 all as 

simple as that and after they have ssld the tws. gents their 

filming ideas, they will gs ts the Hew Tsrk a9 enc V handling 

the firm's advertising . It ssunds like ssmething just 

made fsr -Carslyn's enthusiasms but if it is ss gssd, why 

in tlie wsrld didn't she gs sn t* Bsstsn when she was in Manhattan, 

instead sf stepping sff at Sprigfield. It is interesting she 

never mentisued' the banana business ts me but perhaps a csuple 

sf days had elapsed since last she had seen Edith and she was 

lest in sil plans sr e a ven knsws what. 

:'«tu *■'- ' ‘ „ v 1 , . 

My help was enlisted ts persuade Carelyn ts let Edith 
catch up with her 10 sr 15 days hence <j»d then present 
them with Seme senaris ideas. Since I heard Edith be-mean 
the faot that she can never catch up with Carslyn, in spite 
sf pursuits' in her swn car ever extended distances, hsw in the 
wsrld can she imagine I wsuld be a ny mere successful, Perh a ps 
I a m the straw in thb breeze and the snly and finallife line 
that she naV olutoh at. If there s nettling ts 
Edith's stsry, I imagine these frantic effsrts a »<* 
if there is qemething ts it, I cannet imagine why 
Carslyn hasn t clutched at the prefect, considering 
her prepensity fsr always being bitty at just that. 

I lsng a g» csncluded it is merely the idea that 
entrances her a nd like a painter whs has persuaded 
himself that he has a*tisf a cterily sslved a jsb, 
immediately is bsred by the balance sf the jsb and ss 
drsps it like a hsf pstats casting a bsut fsr a nsther 
scheme that challenges the imaginatien. 

dIo" - 5 *' • " *' “ * ‘ ' _ z > 

The grapevine has just interrupted this mems ts s ay that 
the bsss brske a "big stick ever the head sf Brsther illiams 
and sent him, his mama, Ethel, and the latter s cemmen law 
sen-in-lov ts'jail. They had been stering pecanes in the 
empty hsuse aoress the read fremEthel’s, —the hsuse 
next ts the' artist's daughter's place, and tr 9 nspsrting the pecanes 
elsewhere at nJght fsr sale Ethel is such a bag nsbfdy 
sheds any tears sver her remeval ts tswn. And 
thus csncludeth a dull esmmunicatisn and I hsld the 
thsught I may ds better sn the msrrsw .. 


Friday, December 5th, 1958. 


» 1 *. Jf 

Uemsrandumt 




. 


-.t 


T. 
tii * 
at .) 


itl 


u*r. 


sac 


j t 


Cssler tsday, —in the 60*8, with a sslid afternssn 
sf sunshine but prsbably the csld predicted fsr tsday will 
arrive tsnight and the number sf pesple standingarsund all afternssn 
sn the msrrsw in tswn ts sbserve the firewsrks will 
be diminished net at all. ... 


>s*ck\ 


4‘ « 


Jshn Wenk blew in as we were at supper. He said 
seme sf his felks threatened ts csme dswn fsr the lights 
tsmsrrsw. Vaguely I seem ts remember they came dswn as far as 
tswn last year but did list put in aw appearance here. If they 
must venture ints the Cane a iver csuntry, let us hbpe they 
fsllsw the same pattern this.gs rsund. 


a., 


•n i: 


Carmen telep sued me tsday, saying she was feeling 
fine and empeoted ts return ts her Red Cress sffice • » the 
msrrsw sr rather sn Msnday. Had I been in her place, I 
shsuld net have waited ts make the first call when a f a vsr was 
ts be asked. She had pesple visiting her fsr the week end,-- 
tjew Orleans, Lafayette and B a tsn Reuge. Wsuld I 
receive them. I wsuld. They were very nice but they 
did knsck sut an heui* and a half sf the a fterneen I be¬ 
grudged # After saying ssdbye at the gate, I returned here 
and telephsned the artist ts see a bsut ssme secretarial 
assistance frsm a granddaughter. She had many things ts 
relate including the fad that her granddaughter was sn her 
way sver here. As I put dswn the receiver, ssitiebsdy knsoked 
a nd I haven't . seen the secretary yet. The knsck was by 
Jshn Kyser. He said Thelma and ssme friends frsm St. Lsuis 
were waiting at the frsnt gate ts inquire if I wsuld receive them. 

I wsuld, and there■ went the afternssn osmpletely. As the 

President sf the esllege and I were walking frsm Yucca ts 

the frsnt gate, he tssk the sppsrtun ty ts csmplain bitterly 

that he never gets a chance ts csme ts talk with me, —ts gs 

iny where, in faot, withsut pesple and mere pesple surrhunding 

him. I gathered this was a dsuble barreled csmplain, sne 

barrel fsr the Presidency, the sther fsr his wife. He threatens ts 

sneak away and dswn fsr an entire afternssn befere the 

new year. This he will ust be a*I* ts aohieve, I knew 

but he thinks ss at the msment. 

. • • • 

,i- « • • . „ • i , . . y u * J * L «S I. S Dt-bit 


u 


i 4. a 
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The artiat, in her canveraatian with me, dwelt an 
last night's pecane deinga. She aaid her neighbar, Ethel, 
when taken te the a tare by the Sheriff, declared that 
the artiat had knewn all aleng that ahe, Ethel, had been 
atealing pecanea , —a canfesaian af her guilt that didn t 
seam te preduce any cempany far her misery. Brether, 

Ethel's sen, said his Rama had euly.enlisted hia aid in dispesing 
\ . »' :n<. ru', v I svnsfc*f '• > A 

af peoanea during the past 3 years, which didn't seem "all that < 
leng. I auppeae the leak must have came fram mare than ene 
directien but it is,an interesting paint that las > evening 
Ethel sent her 11 year eld daughter te the artist's heuae ta 
telephene britather te get the pecanea. Hat anly 
were pecanea faund in Ethel'a heuae but several sack af 50 paunds 
weight emchwere dissevered in the attic af the vacant 
heuse aoress the read fram Ethel's. Ethel ian't 
atrang and never ceuld have- heiated sacks af auch weight 
ta such a height.. Ethel and Brether remained in 
jail teday but, knewing J. H. as we da, we may be perfectly 
sure that they will be turned eut af .the jail within * c- 
a d a y er tide and ns charges will ever be filed. J. H. is 
like that. 

I aaw bath ladiea aver the -caffee cupa this meriting. 

A darling, day was reperted a beut yesterday's frelic in 
Alexandria., Tuts afternaan'held the premise af a f relic 
in tewn se the w-erld was the beat af all passible plaoea. 

. Ehe painted aut ta nice cape jessamine plants bearing my name 
and twe bearing hers which Mildred M Cunningham had sent. 

Half an heur later, Mildred telephened te s ay s he was sending me 
in ted a y's P»st the 1959 Currier and Ives Calendar. She 
mentioned semething A had, remarked in a Cane tiver Meme and * ■ 

I remarked 'that I never dreamed she, because af family 
ties with the imes, ever read The EnterpriseShe said, 
she never failed te. Mildred ia a smart business weman but 
has ns mare curiasity a **ut the w ritten w ard than my 
nearpst neighber. She said her sen, Jehy, wha is in radia, 
wanted her t'b ask if he might came ta see me pa talk abeut 
calumna. He might. And as I hung up, a lady in tewn 
telephened te say her father wha is a gambler living in 
Flarida, had written her asking her te cenvey te me his thanks 
far the pleasure the celumn afferds him. It certainly seunds like 
a superier audience but semehew I. had never theught af 
a gambler as reading anything but the Macing Farm. And 
se we head inte the light festival week end and itwill 
be a diszy week end, I recken........ 


\* 


Sunday, December 7th, 1958, 


10 o 


Memerandum: 


x have already made the envelepe far this mem a sa it may 
ge ferward, e ven theugh the meme itself may cent am 
little er nething, what with the ribben kicking up at a great 
rate af late, 

, * ® * i. 

The week end has been clear and celd with a stiff Herth 
.breeze that must have made life unpleasant far the orawds 
in tawn far the light festival which I did net attend. 

- , : O'- A £*.*•&* she 4 l»-U 

I. S. Willard telepnened me at naan. She said 
Carelyn had had breakfast with her enTuesday and 
gene with her aut ta Black .Lake where they spent the 
day ebserving the filming af the Harae Saldier. 

This ia a baut the tfjird time I. S.W. has spent the day 
aut there and I c a n t imagine why. I can imagine why 
Carelyn 3heuld be interested but wander that she has the 
time . 

.'3 T«' , v ‘ 

And last night Carelyn telephened fram Hew Orleans. Zhe 
cennectien was clear but her veice waan t. She aiad she 
had suffered a blew by the lass af all .her years ef flim making 
when, during her absence in Marshall, her Pentalba maid 
had burned the twe waste paper baskets centaining all the 
fruits af her years af labar. There seemed ta be unnatural 
Pauses and I wandered if they were ta regain central ar ta 
maniuplate a glass ar what and, af caurae, didn t ask. She talked 
far a beut 20 minutes. She said the jseney invelved in 
purchasing mare calar film wauld be cansider a ble. I 
ashed if she had her acce nt with Kay in balance and she 
said she had net been a ble ta make any payments 
t 1 is year. Maney, therefare, seems unlikely fram that 
seurce. 

i. m * .:o si'-tti. -• 

I vastly regret this tremendaus lass but it may perhaps 
previde an element af campenaatian if it will impell her ta get 
ta wark an praductian rather than spending all hef. energies ^ a s. she 

. i Hi 2^ it*. .0 %' : /f 1 1. • <. 1 ■ 

r 
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P. S. The Enterprise sent me seme stamps 
I sheuld like te share.... 
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de end a8 3fie s P 3 * e 1 theught if I, S. W ,'s 
remark in t he meriting that "Carelyn seems te relish 
the challenge ef tracking dewn new prespects but /»»d« 
she has little er ne time fer earrying a ny •/ *'*•«« threugh 
after she has successfully landed them. It's such a 
pity te think ef se much that ceuld spell eut happiness being 
frittered away. An attempt te manage anether persen 8 
way ef deing things herders en the ridiculeus, ef ceurse, but if 
Ola Mae m sses this way this week, I think 1 shall see if 
we cannet werk eut seme sert ef a plan that will call fer Carelyn 

te supply pictures er articles er bath immediately fer ffme » 
if Ola Mae's prejects as, fer example, the preject Ola Mae deesn t 

even knews she has, such as the publicatien efNewOrleans ByJjight, 
and perhaps this er seme ether scheme may get Carelyn geing. I 
henestly believe that threugh her camera and her ability tewrite 
articles, she sheuld have a steady inceme, enabling her te 
execute majsr eperatiens right alsng, if sne ceuld but get her 
turning eut the ene type sf thing as pet beilerwhile the 
larger things turned mere slewly, —all ef this based en the 
assumptien that she weuld give up the unessding pursuit ef preject 
ef which she is al ready pessessed sf mere than she ceuld ever hepe 
te turn te cempletien altheugh she keeps right en oenjunng up mere and 

mere •« 


Well, se much fer that preject en eur part and I must say 
trying <-• effect stambilityfer a human being wheprebably 
deesn t want te h a ve a patterned* sketched eut fer her is 
quite an undertaking. Minding ene s ewn bifsiness is comparatively 
simple as eppesed te minding semebedy else s, especially when 
the semebedy else prebably feels quite capable ef managing her ewn. In t, 
In thinking ef James, Kay, Carelyn and all, I cannet 
help asking myself if ether peeple coan find as much te oencern 
themselves abeut little Miss lee and me as we find time te 
werry ever eur children. Perhaps we sheuld 

keep in mind that eur children tend te run temperatures mere readily than 

_ l’, * l' ■ ' ■. C • < I 

and mere readily aerrect their up-sets t > 

than their unefficial guardians can cerrect fer themselves. 

Nice peeple came this way yesterday and teday and 1 liked them all. 

I did net see er hear a nythmg abeut the Shrevepert Centingent 
but Jehn W&nk came dewn frem heme and his brether came up frem 
I. 5. U. and J. H., Madam H m gard and I were the enly ene 
whe didn't ge te frelic in tewn . 


Menday, December 8th, 1958. 



~-Msmerandumi 

' s '■« ■ * • 11 ' 

There was ice this merning. It was se balmy 
t this afterneen I had te remeve my jacket. We are premised 
anether freeze by dawning. In shert, it's 
December in i-euisiana. 

My day has been made up ef hurly-burlies, nene 
ef t* ich were sf the slightest interest. 

I get a letter eff te the recket girl. I 
knew net hew it will be received. I remarked that 
I appreciated her call, that I theught the vast 
majerity ef peeple lacked sufficient imaginatien 
ever te get eff the greund and that the vast 
minerity, capable ef faking te the air, tee eften 
get se csncerned with prejects they had difficulty in 
ge-tting their feet b a ck en the greund: I epined further 
that I theught a fleck ef pet-beiliitg schemes 
’ and I named a few, - were a geed thing te keep geing at 
all times with each individual limiting himself 
te ene majsr ppejeot at a time while 
the several little pet-beilers were bubbling. Surely 
breaks have te be applied te the lady by 
. semeene and as I knew ef ne ene else whe will try that 
difficult chere, I grappled with it and whether I 
get kicked fer my pains, I knew net. When I knew net the 
best thing dmx te de when it bee ernes ebvieus that 
semething must be dene, I never hesitate a beut deing it t 
feeling as I de that if it turns eut I was wreng in 
my effertf I at least tried. 

• i -The artist telephened me ,te say Jackie is 
ceming heme frem the hespital •» Menday, a week hence, 
and was wandering if it weuld be passible te preoure a wheel 
chair fer her. I needed te knew when she was te put in 
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Tuesday, December 9th, 1958 


an applicatien and thus armed with a date, I 
undertssk te see what is what. After a few calls, — 
the Welfare Department dses net supply wheel chairs, I 
a m teld by the Welfare Department, ± began casting 
n beut and finally get areund te Mrs. Geerge * utten, — 
llita Suften. She said her erganixatien had never supplied 
chairs te peeple ef qeler . I suggested the 
time was apprepraite fer an innevatien and, apparantly, 

I succeeded in persuading her. # She will cast n beut 
en the merrew and if there isn.t tee much racket frem 
the racial bigets and if a ch a ir is available, I shall 
get it dewn here en Saturday se it will be here when 
Jackie is brought b a ck frem the hespital. 

My first Christmas package ef theseasen came te hand 
teday, —a neat little package .which leekes suspicieusly 
like handkerchiefs and Lei that's exactly what it 
was, with a gay little packet knife tucked in. It 
was o e-incidental that I had been wrapping up a little 
gift fer the C^eckleys just as the mail arrived and 
as I had already wrapped up a little rememberance t fer 
little Miss Le$, I shall get beth eff by temerrew s 
pest + „ene te Lyme, the -ether te Lake Charles, altheugh, 
the gi/ts are net precisely identical. I hepe yeu den t 
mind if I send the Lyme packages a little early this year. 
There seem te be se many ef stuff geing eut ef here by 

parcel Rest, — peoanes, - that I sheuld like te 
get rid ef my eut-geing mail befere the usual 
Christmas rush gets added te the be-lated pecane stuff. 


Memerandum: 

Cleudy and chilly and a better day te pick 
pneumenia than peoanes. 

My first Christmas card came te hand teday, 
in a semewhat "se near yet se far" sert ef way. It 
was frem MissSally's granddaughter., Mary Gunn, ef 
Magnelia, practically next deer, but Mary and her 
husband, Bennett Jehnsen, are living semewhere in the 
Munich area altheugh the cancellatien starn merely 
indicates that it is an Air Faroe Pest Office, giving 
ne hint as te the place the thing was drepped inte the bex. 

Last night I preb a bly nentiened my delight with 
the deuble spread picture ef the Reckefeller plantation 
„nd I have enjeyed leeking at it again teday. There 
is semething a beut the cempesitien that reminds me se 
much •S a van Gegh landscape er a Cezanne that it 
seems at ence a phetegraph and a painting, er, mere 
precisely, the phetegraph ef o< scene that d meet 
ny ef the French Impressienists might have been 
delighted with, had he happened al eng a beut the time 
the picture was being made. 

- ft. . s v r si ■ ■ c.. 

I den't recall the identity ef Mrs. Mel sen Reckefeller 
and sheuld yeu chance te run a cress her family name, 

I sheuld be glad if yeu ioeuld mentien it. I prebably weulnd't 

find it meant anything te me but I sheuld welceme 

enlightenment regardless. I heard her ence er twice en the radie 

during the campaign and theught she handled the le a ded 

questiens teased at her with a skill that 

w n s unusifal. Let me hasten te say, I den't care 

if I den t learn the lady's name befere 2950, —just 

ai y eld time, sheuld yeu chance upen it. 


I mentiened befere that ne card is attached inside 
the package in erder te facilitate things at the receiving end, 
se that.yeu will merely need te remeve the address sticker 
te make the balance ef the thing anemineus. 

At ; 5 this merning, the Des Meines radien mentioned 
x Helen Kellacr x as being serieusly ill.The werld oan ill 
afford' te less the seurce ef inspiratien her life has 
always been.- u. • 

Daisey. in theDell always has semething interesting te say 
aiid the pictures she inclesed leek like what we have been 
witnessing areund here. .. 
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Tenight'a fi. Rescee pregrmm mentiened 
a 3 inch snewfall in Lyme and I was serry te learn that 
because I suppese little Hiss Lee deean t really 
require a single flake. One is thankful that 
the fifty three inchea that tumbled dewn else where 
in the State waa centered far away. 
c 

Bill Laraenflew dewn frem Manhattan yesterday. 

I den’t knew if the play he has been in fer the past 
several mentha, —The Crucible, er whatever it is called, 

*,*..*■ % W 

haa clesed, if he ia taking a vacatien er if he has 
quit the cast. His wife jeins him en the 22nd -x 

. and they will net return te Hew Yerk until 
January 4th. His mether telephened me te aay 
that she had planned a party fer her -sen but he 
said he weuld like it better if the party ceuld 
be emitted and in its stead, an eccasienal 
8upper party fer net mere than ene er twe friende 
at a time, prefferably ene. I knew him ae 3lightly, 

I waa a little surprised he asked her te start eff 
with me, I declined the invitatien fer tenight 
$n that eld saw, — "previeus engagement" but I 
suppese I shall have te accept aeener er later. 

Perh a pa I can wrangle him and his wife dewn 
here fer an afterneen instead. His mether'a 
heme < en the river in tewn is very pretty, inside and 
• ut, it is said, but I am centent te-. believe it 
witheut a peraenal inveatigatien. 

* ' 1 

When the artist'a granddaughter passed this 
way this evening te aee if there waa any mail, 
ahe said ahe had dialed me last night fer 
her grandma whe had asked me the same thing 
a beut the chair fer Jackie that ahe had heard 
her a sk me earlier the same afterneen and she wanted 
te explain I sheuldn't mind the secend call 
as grandma had been nipping and was a little ailly 
en the secend ge-reu nd. I gueaa the child is 11 
v er 12 and apparently already has grandma « number. 

-* G"A ♦••T*' • t * - 

And new I must de a little werk but net much 
fer I want te read a little frem Edith Hamilten.... 


T hu-rsduy, December 11th , 1958. 


: - ■ i . . • . Jtiit ••••.' -3 

m A • I t • V ij , - ^ 

Uemerandum : 

m < • o»,.v. s<i} «;iu Ac. • k 3*>^ so- • i m'.j 

And ae my radie says that Lyme has celd and anew 
and newspapers that are hard te ceme bye. I knew 
exactly hew yeu feel and that must be lest, especially in the 
newspaper field. 

The letters were the thing in teday's pest. 

I laughed at the sketch ef the geurd which James sent 
fer it is precisely the type ef geurd I raise, but net 
breught inte it3 strange fenn by anything I de but 
merely by Oed ' s ewn handiwerk. The nature ef the 
geu d is much that if a string er aleth were tied abeut 
its middle when it is sufficiently small te effect 
the wasp waiste effect, the geurd weuld decempese leng 
befere attaining any size. I thikk Miss Cam must 
have been spiffing Hiss Came• guest, Hiss Hah, er 
else UissCam was mere remarkable as an innevater than 
I believe. 

•- -. ,i' . .L -b t Uv 

As fer the ether enclesure, yeu will nete hew 
the general trend is revealed in its lines. Uething 
said speciffically abeut the three peejects ef the pet- 
beiler class, which I spelled eut in detail, --/Jew 
* Orleans /Jighz and s* en but ihe emphasis enly 
en the majer twe me vies which might ceme threugh 
in Janaury, — but, if like se many ethers ef the past year, 
might net. i , . 

kji, . rjRM ( . . Mr ■> j i .. " i,. . 

At the detting ef the last sentence, Ola Hae 
called me fremShrev pert, saying she is cemin 
dewn en Saturday. , There is ademand fer Plantatien 
Primitives but she will net have any s teck until 
a week frem teday which is prebably pretty late fer 
the heliday trade since ai ether ceuple ef days will 

i . & •> iA st **•<- 

... &j is 3u< uyciusfc r.« 

ih tirWmn-'HtH 


TS 

si 


■»»<* 
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p, S. Where the last line en the ether aide get gummed up, 
I was merely saying I theught seme Kimbreugh 
readers weuld be interested in the J (ary, Queen ef 

Scetts, assecia tien with the Ilermandy Chapels . 

Much later than the Henry Adams f ecus... 
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Thursday, December 11th, 1958, 


be required fer transperutien. I suggested Saturday 
afterneen fer her visit and shall take that 
eppertunity te see if I can jein hands with her 
in making seme dead lines fer Carelyn en the thery 
that ence she gets back inte the swing ef preductien 
she may catch en and ge ahead, I think Ola Mae 
might be a ble. te publish the u ew Orleans flight thing 
and I have qn ether ceuple ef prejects that weuld engage 
the Ramsey camera and the Werd presses', 

Semehew f'rem the way Carelyn’s letter reads, I gather 
she assumes I am geing te de quite a let en the 
F a ble<l Plant atiens. I shall de a few pages fer the 
Vdhe fttver sectien which she oan submit as a sample fer 
the balance ef the beek but as fer the eutline, that 
is semcthing she will have te jein me in creating. What 
I fear si that she is stirring this up fer an advance 
se that when the beek cemes eut-it will have its 
reyalties all censumed befere the first cepy hits 
the stands, thus leaving her in exactly the s^me peistien 
is apparently fids herself at the mement. 

Well, se much fer all that, I apelegiae fer bering 
yeu with all this tittle-tattle but I de want t e 
give yeu seme netienas te hew things turn as r gards 
these whem we knew a nd weuld like te help during 
this time ef eboieus need. If enly ene knewhew te help. 

Celeste telephened me this merning te ask if I didn't 
want te run in te tewn with her. I did. I 'spent abeut 
10 minutes ef my ewn time, enabling me te find a little 
gift fer Aunfillie and I felt greatly relieved 
in se deing since, as yeu may r eadily imagine, shepping 
fer ch yene whe has everything,■ when I get te tewn se in¬ 
frequently and fer such limited time ,• 'that te 
have that attended te means m ch. 

is\ mi ci ; • y '* 

I. S. Willard just called te s ay she is having 
seme sert ef a Herse Ssldier stery in the Shrevepert Time3, she 


Memerandum • 

Sunny and celd with ioe en the sugar pet this merning 
which seftened net at all in spite ef the sun. 

Teday s mail in the eut-geing sec tien in-, 
eluded a flat package, perhaps an inch thick and perhaps 
ene feet by twe feet the ether way. As I have net 
as yet received the bill en this item, I suppese it is barely 
pessible that it may be inside the carten but I deubt it. 

I did unwrap the cevering but net the carten and mentien 
this se that yeu may take a leek inside befere 
getting inte a gathering. I suppese the bill 
will be ferthoeming any day and addressed te me under 
separate cever but if it sheuld be inside the carten, J 
shall appreciate it if yeu will send te me. 

In temerrew’s mail when this letter is mailed, 
the beek, eriginating in Freepert, Texas, will alse be 
mailed and prebably will reach yeu a day er twe after 
this meme. In view ef the subject matter ef 
the beeklet, —the package being a beut the size e 
a ffatienal Geegrahio Magazine, I suggest it be epened 
at the effice. It seems edd that in spite ef the 
precausiens I tlieifght I was taking te make things mere 
oenvenient, I den t seem te have succeeded very well. 

In teday’s pest came a letter frem Madam Msrce and 
I aluqhed in my beard when I read that she assumed Mrs. 

Meere s beek .had already reached me. I haven t seen "ni 
hide ni hair" ef the thing. I wrete Mrs. Meere again 
last Sunday. It seems edd hew difficult it is -te\get 
a cepy ef her beek eut ef her. I suppese there must have 
been at least 5 er 6 letters te her en the subject since 
mid Octeber and at least ene letter te the Garden Club. The 
fact that Madam M a rce has had hers fer seme time suggests 
that the beek is aoail a ble er at least eff the press. 


lick. 




’ i - '** 
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I» interrupted my werk last light leng eneugh te 
listen te theCBS pr.egram, "*‘he Leading Huestienl, oortW-r 

mederated by Schulemkerg, the twe guests being the Am * a * a °f 9 r . 
ef Gehana and a Ur. Hapburg, er seme such, firman 9r 39me auoU 
ef the Afrioan Cemmittee er seme such in *ashingten. I feund 
it a very interesting pregram .and immediatelyweie 
CBS in Washingten fer the cerrect names. It seems te me 
there sheuld be an exchange ef primitive arts between 
Gehana and the United States and I can imagine nethmg mere 
interesting that sending ever te Gehana seme 
Hunter primities, depicting life ameng the celered peeple 
in Leuisiana with a view te the recipients exchanging a 
shew ef whatever painting er weed carving reflecting 
their Primitives Arts* I sheuld certainly like te 
cerrespendloith semebedy there and perhaps this might be 
an excellent way te begin. 

\ \ 'V :• • * 

The letter frem *mily Kimbreugh in teday's pest 
disappeinted me because it failed te bear her address,^either 
inside er eut. I did net find her listed m the Ulephene 
k,,K ef Uanhattan se theughtfully ferwarded me seme time back. 
Perhaps sherns net living there at the time er perhaps she 
isntlisted. As I recall, her a partment is semswhere 
in East 73rd Street between b^th and Uadisen but the number 
eludes me. If yeu weuld be se kind as te censult the 
current “irectery, I sheuld be vastly appreciative but net 
befere Christmas since I de net believe in writing her 
until after the mementary heliday flurry has passed. Sheuld 
she net be listed, I can easily eneugh address her threugh 
her publishers, —Harper and Brether, as I recall, and 
their address I have. I am se gla.d she liked 
my suggestien she de a llermandy thing and is heading 
tut fer there in the Spring. I have a few peints 
a beut that regien she might find cenvenient te be 
reminded ef, sheuld she have fergetten then. She 
will find eneugh in her cepy ef the Henry Adams epus c * verl1 '9, 
the 1100's and the 1800's but what I h a ve in mind is the 1 500 s 
and seme histericallu interesting Chapels which strike me o« 

interested.. .. 


9614 


Friday, December 12th, 1958. 


i- 


Uemerandumt 

Fair and ceil with a thin slice ef new meen resting 
en the brew ef the Uentrese hills tenight. 

I discevered teday when ge ng te check up en 
the mail that the small package I had mentiened in 
yesterday's meme must have gene ferward by 1st class mail. 
This was the beek which had ceme te me eut ef a clear sky 
frem its maker, a Ur. Uills, in Freepert, Texas.. 

He makes beeks ef this type as a hebby, being engaged 
in railreading er traffic ef 3eme kind and fashiens 
beeks frem U newspaper clippings as a hebby. naturally, 
I was q uite surprised, never having heard ef a Uillsbeek 
befere when this •»« came te hand. It seemed te me 
quite artistically executed and I wrete and teld him 
3 e, He asked fer it back and preceeded te 
make seme changes,. even making use ef the Yucca 
picture frem the letter head. It seems te 
be semewhat edd as a Christmas item but I ceuld 
think ef.nebedy whe might like it better 
th n n little Uiss Lee and hence its appearance 
in her stecking.. 




The pest a Ise breught —I den't knew why I said 
a'lse, anyway, the pest — at leng last —breught 
the beeks frem Urs. Ueere whe, after this semewhat 
lengthy delay, semehew succeeded in cemplicating 
things further by autegraphing them in 3uch a fashien 
that I oannet very cenveniently pa as either alsng fer 
cenvenient use. Aside frem the delays, there seems te 
h a ve been quite a mix-up in delivering the erder and se, te 
save time, 1 am writing her ferthwith sending her a nether 
erder, asking that she kindly send ene cepy each te deu 
in Lyme and 858b in the Cresoent City, as I had erifinally planned 

^ 4^ ** . s , ’ X. ' - * Z 1 ** -0 w l v -. • • » * T C . * » 9 
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Sunday, December 14th, 1958 


each as a Christmas gift. I shall ask that nt card 
Vi attached but prtbably I'm silly tt entrust anything 
3 $ simple I must say I find Miss Dtrmsn 
and E. W. M. U 1 e quite expert in bttk ctnfusitns but 
I a m lit ping the Metre tpus may eventually reach the 
respective destinatisns by the Mew Year at least. 

I theught it a btut time the invititn te 

. i. m 1 ^ m ... .W J i'ii/i efi «i/ 1 W /■> a m m A h 


Memtrandum 


The attached is ftr a at py tf a ctpy tf 
Paris de ffuit, ti be sent tt 


the Stirling girl's wedding shtuld ctme te hand in view tf the 
fact that witheut waiting ftr the 10th tf December when 
I figured they wtuld be pested, I ftrwarded the wedding 
gift tn that date witheut waiting ftr the tfficial 
greetings .. With six menths te make up their minds, it 
dees seem as theugh.the prespective bride and jrtern 
ctuld have hit at seme lucky date that wtuldn t 
jam up their pre-nuptial festivities st citsetn 
the heliday seasen I have always thpught it mighty peer 
judgement, tee, ftr anytne te get himself btrn within the 
erbit tf the heliday seasen since he is btund vt get 
cheated in the birthday department frtm the first 


Mi 38 Ola Mae Wtrd, 

The Advertising Mart, 

Bex 1705, 

307 Milam Street, 

Shrevepert, Ltuisi aia. 

but mere a btut that further altng. 

Saturday, like everywhere else in the ctuntry, was 
a misere, ctld and dark. Ola Mae telephened at 11 te 
say it was sleeting in Shreveptrt and that she theught 
she had better put tff her trip stutward until teday. I 
theught that wise and we agreed tn an htur ftr Sunday 
afternttn, the magical htur ftr the cp peintment being 
1:50, —a;id she made it at 4:15. 

I tpened the sessitn by asking her tt set me straiht 
til tne peint, tt wit, was I right tr wrtng in feeling that 
the Rtcket Girl need guidance. She resptnded in a ferthright 
manner that she theught I was right. 


I I thereuptn tffered her tutlines ftr twt bttks prtjects 
ji the pet btiler sectitn and she ftund them btth within 
er ability tt engineer and subscribed tt them btth, feeling 
each were prtmsing and that the Mew .Orleans Might 
ctuld be put intt prtductitn right away . 

. -I • j i 

I had been under the impressitn I had a Paris de Muit 
but ctuld net find my ctpy. I shtuld like 
tt use the French edititn as sample, --J think it 
was published by Arts et Metiers Graphiques and, in spite tf all 
the pressure tn ytuat the mtment, 1 wtndered if ytu ctuld 
find time tt telephtne Scribner's tt ask if an tld ctpy might 
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There' 3 nettling ef any interest in this memo 
if y»u want te file it f§r future perusal . 


be available and if they weuld send it directly te 

Ola Mae. Perhaps seme ether heuse, specialising in 

phetegraphic stuff, might have ene er perhaps by telephene 

yeu might inquire fremArgesy, —a meet unlikely place, - er 

seme such. If the French editien dee an t exist en the 

epen mart, j am wendering if the American editien 

is still in circulatien. It seems te me randem heuse 

breught ene eut, I pray yeu net te shep fer this 

item beyend the use ef the tele phene • TY^e thing can be 

dene witheut a sample but the presence ef ene, sheuld 

the if tern still be te hand, would be helpful. And we 

aren t dying fer want ef it immediately either, but 

I pa as al eng the Desiderata se yeu might have it 

te hand, sheuld there be a mementary eppertunity 

te use the telephene. He matter hew batter the beek might be 

deesn t matter because it is merely te be used fer examinatien 

purpeses te see hew the trick was turned. 

I was mildly surprised, al theugh I sheuldn't have 
been, I 3uppese, when Ola Mae m entiened casually that 
in the lull ef the heliday seasen, she and Carelyn had 
theught ef explering the Gulf Ceast that will 
fall within the sphere ef 'The Magic Circle, if and when 
that publicatien *is ever undertaken. Apparently that is 
what the feur hundred deliars were needed fer enCarelyn s 
part. But Ola Mae was se taken with the 
idea ef Hew Orleans Bight and felt se strengly Carelyn 
sheuld get busy immediately en the phetegraphic werk that 
she immediately tessed eut ef the windew all 
netien ef the Magic Circle ge-reuhd. As I under¬ 
stand it, Carelyn expects to spend frem aleng the middle 

ef this week until .Christmas er later with lien father, audit 
was after that she dreamed ef the u ulf u east hejira but f 

Hew Orleans flight will disceurage travel fer werk, —and there s 


Monday, December 15th, 1958 


Memorandum: 

Our celd snap continues, the skies cleudless 
with a sun that preduces little er ne heat and a 
.meen that was never se radiant, Tlte thermemeter 
simply ceuldn't get much abeve the freezing peint and 
tenight it is sagging lew-lew again. Emmet and Erwin 
aren t liking it any mere than 1 am, 

•*,•3 • ••» • Ull . 1 1/3Vo * » 

Tl,e artist telephened me te express her d slight at 
the wheel chair secured fer Jackie, There was a hitch 
in tewn at the last mement se that when the truck 
arrived at the Bed Cress, it was discevered there was 
ne wheel chair. By a bit ef doings, hewever, 
a nether was tracked delon, belenging te the V, r . W. 
er seme such organisation and se the chair came railing 
de wn theCane^iver read regardless, The 
artist telephejied me this fterneen about a garter 
if feur . After telling me ef her delight and 
hew nice she finds the chair te be, she asked me if 
I weuld wrap and mail a picture 3 he had painted 
fer Mr, Pipes' ceusin in Hew Orleans, I weuld, I 
further suggested that she s eud it ever right awa by 
Jackie's daughter, Deleres, se I might struggle w th 
it tenight instead ef awaiting ternerrew s chores. She 
aaid Deleres wasn t heme frem ache el yet but weuld 
prebably be back a little after 4. I said that 
ue uld be fine. And a little after 4 Deleres 
arrived. When I went te supper a bout 5, 
the ceek remakred that Jackie came heme frem the 
hespi al this merning. I ceuldn't believe 
my ears. The ceek said her little girl teld her 
a nd that Deleres had asked their teacher if 
she ceuld get eut ef scheel at 1 e'cleck 
te see her mama, just back frem the hospital. 

The teacher let Deleres ge. Hew Jackie isn t 

heme and the guestien is* Where was Deleres putting in 

all her »ime between 1 and 4? 


3 • much awaiting her attentien and perhaps this w 
her back en the beam. M 


I am semewhat pus sled by a mix-up inmy ordei^^rMrs. 

Me ere r garding her beek fer in Saturday's pest came 
an ether velume, autographed, which te my delight, enables 
me te forward same te yeu by the same pest taking 
this letter. 

The Library of Congress list came inSaturd„y's 
pest. I as sending it aleng but suggest yeu held 
it until after the heliday since nobody is going te 
bother wish such things, either Beard members er the Library 
itself until"things hav quieted down and the "ew Year is 
under way 

iboi wj&rLyma secretarial sniffles has been having the 
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As I turned this page, the telephone rang,— 

Ora, whs wanted me ts send a fleck sf Plantati sn 
primitive nste paper ts seme lady decter in Shrevepsrt. 

Seme time hack. Ora had asked me ts set aside a 
d» 2 en bsxes she expected ts pick up. It 
was lucky suhe spske fsr them in advance, as 
I have but the sues put aside fsr her. 

This seems ts be a pure Denhslme margin . 

Ola Mae said the ether day she expects ts 
get a theusand bsxes fsr the nste paper next week. 

I'm afraid net many sf these theusand are geing ts t 

ds anybedy any gssd at this Yuletide ge-reund 

^ 1 . u k t lS % ' •* * I 

Ted a y's pest brsught a demure package frsm Hsrth Hellyweed 
sr rather the package, stsre sent, came frsm Lss Angeles, and 
the card attached sn stsre 'statisnary bsre the printed wsrds 
MerryChristmas, and the lsng hand written wsrds, Irma and 
Farley O'Brien,, I seem ts knew ss many Irmas but ss few 
Irmas and Farleys that ts have affixed the last name seemed 
vaguely sn the fsrmal side,, Ysu may readily immo/gine 
it didn't take me a secsnd frsm discsvermg the names ts 
writing a acknswledgement in as causal a fashisn 
as befsre, I am glad I had sent a little gift ts them 
early last week ss they must have Itad in by the time 
theirs arrived fsr me. It will be interesting ts 
see what their acknswledgement, if ai y, will be 
like This package frsm them is the first sign 
sf life I have had frsm them since lasT 1/ay althsugh I have 
drspped’.them several nstes in vhe mean time. I suppsse 
the absence sf letters ma y be due ts my acquai ntance with oame 
James and Carslyn but the package must csme 
sn the strength sf my acquai ntance with Kay 
and Aunt Willie. And the csmbinatisn sr divisisn 
must make things a little csnfusingfsr the 
Hsrth Bsllywssd set-up, 

A letter frsm Juanita B. ts Celeste indicates Jse leaves 
Vysming fsr psints Ssuth sn December 20th. This means 
Jse and Juanita A. will be here fsr the hslidays and 

that meansa pst and a kettle rumpus, shsuld .. ’. 

the Shrevepsrt csntingent decide ts hsnsr us. Ts qu ste 
an ancient plantatisn mistress sf mutual aequai ntance: 

can gefhU&k He hslidays are Her and we 
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Tuesday, December 16th, 1968. 


1/emerandu m; 

weather teday struck me as like an ailing child 
but in reverse. Fsr juit as a child can run a high fever 
sue day and seem ts get back ts nsrmalcy sn the fellewing, 
ss teday's weather, msving in the sppssite directien, 

jumped frsm the mid 20ies at dawning ts the pleasant f 

60ies by neen and we are premised mere sf the warming fsr l 

the msrrsw and with csntinued clsudless skies. \ 

I am particularly delighted with the warming trend 
because 1 feel it imperative ts keep my bathreem wmdsw 
wide spen, what with gas escaping semewhere and naturally 
I shsuid like ts avsid getting blewn sky high. *>eme ssrt sf 
a ii e pert will beareund temerrew, it is said, ts 
investigate, —und csrrect, I hspe. 

I am sending the Hatisnal Trust publicatisn alsng 
under separate csver, tegcther with the letter sf apelegy ts me. 

Ysu will have ns time reading it new but perhaps after the hslidays 
ysu will cnjsy turning thrsugh it ts get seme netisn 
sf the type sf t ing they put sut. I thi-y it is 
a tttractive ensugh fsr the little pamphlei it is. 

At supper tsnight, J. H. repsrted that Peyteii Cunningham 
had suffered a heart attack and is in the hespit a l tsnight. 

He said he theught his cenditien net grav&. I talked 
with him the ether day and am ^indebted ts him fsr the 
item in this ceming Thursday's meme, —the sue having ts 
ds with Vicksburg in the Harisn Mix nsnsense. 

3 «»; as 14*.'.; *W 

An interruptisn at thi3 peint tssk me sut sn the gallery 
where Bmmett andSrwin, hearing the peck si, this machine, theught 
quite rightly it was a gssd time ts make a racket in behalf 
sf a dab sf supper. I had let them frslic this e veiling 
and the brightness sf the mee.n must have inclined them ts 
put sff geing ts bed any sssner. They leek 8 » snswy in the meenlight 
and when they saw I had seme crackers in my hand, they 
het-feeeted it ts beat me ts their pen, knewing 
as L they ds, that that is the snly place they will ever receive 
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I laughed te myself ttday as 1 repeated 
the eld adage: "One geed turn deserves ai ether". 

What breught that te mind was a message Deleres 
breught me frem her grandma whe, Deleres ssys, teld h< 
te tell me that since I had secured the wheel chair 
fer Jackie, t tught te get ^ieres a pair ef shees. 
artist surely is what might be described as a sight, 

Ethel Williams and her sen 


- i.4 J 4 1 •> os . A 14 : 

Wednesday, December 17th, 1958 


The pecane culprits . 
were released frem jail teday and-will stand ( 
trial semetime in January it is said, I sheuldn't 
ima ine there ceuld be much ef a trial since they 
have beth admited guilt but ioeuldn t 

sign a cenfessien, insisting en a trial which, ef ceurse, 
makes ne sense at all. 

The Shrevepert papers and radie statiens had much te s ay 
teday n beut Van Klyburn er hewever that musical 
gentleman spells his name. His pents live in 
Kklgee, Texas, which de sn'tseem te be tee ar 
frem Shrevepert but Van was bern in Shrevepert and 
se the tewn is giving -him a ceuple ef days ef festivities, 
testimeni a l dinners and the herd knews what all. I 
h a ve heard seme ef the radie in\erview3 and 1 must 
say the yeung man handles his interviewers with neatness 
nd friendliness.. I believe he is 24 but his 
handlinsg ef answers suggests far greater a ge *'» • tlie 

adreitness ef the respenses. 

I was interested te learn frem the clerk , 

teday that the Christmas v.elume in the lecal pest effice hasn 
yet begun mainfesting itself, either in the in-ceming 
»r eut-geing. With Christmas eve but a 
week frem temerrew, it weuld seem as theugh things 
weuld begin- mevmy shertly but perhaps everyene feels 
a s the clerk dees, —that ene sheuld send cards er packages 
in advance since their early receipt will net incerperate any 
feeling e Yuletide. 

•! A* '« • uri*" te '• -■> - a * W • •' *' 

It seems se edd that yesterday it sheuld have been 
warmer in Ancherage,Alaska, than Shrevepert, Leuisiana, and w 
ten will net arri.ve until next 1/enday at 2:40 a.m. 


ilemerandum : 

Such a levely dayand tenight, dL theugh cleudless, 
guran teed t» be well abeve any hint ef a frest. 

U : \ *- ' * ' * ’ • . ^ • 

I se eften think ef !IBC as the meuthpiece ef big 
business and CBS as inclining teward internatienal 
matters as a majer news pelicy. Tenight seems te 
have indicated this general characteristic ef each erganizatien 
when Mergah Beatty gleated ever the wenderful aspects 
ef big business, the bumper dividend and splitting 
ef ene share ihte three • by American Tel and Tel, net 
te mentien the HBC virtues attributed te the impending 
J. P. Mtrgan-Uuaranteee Trust merger. The majer pertien 
ef the beradcast seemed te be deveted te the wenders ef 
big business. As representative ef CBS, hewever, 

E.Rescee Murrew did mentien American Tel and Tel in 
passing but emitted any reference te the Uergan merger 
while deveting his editerial, net te tig capitalist deings but 
«, rather bn an examination ef-what is ceeking in Red China. I 

sheuld have liked te hear what ABC had te say en these peints and 
hew they divided the space. Surely it is well te 
de a bit ef shepping a reund in the air waves te get 

a persppctive en what is geing en in the werld. 

■ ■ 

J" 0 m serry the flew Yerk newspaper strike 
centinues. I believe newspapers are a public 
utility and that the public sheuld be pi&ected in its i 
rights te.access te such media ef infermatien • Surely 
there is much te be dene befere the os untry has selved 
let ef its majer l a ber preblems and I think 
Ihe public, in the matter ef newspapers, sheuld be pretected 
even as the public is suppesed te be pretected in 
the funotiening ef ether utility services. 

.V i\sm \ - i a . -,v V 1 ” 1 '- 
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p. s. 

I apelegi 2 e far the rumbled, rumplinga in 
thia and recent aheeta. Eventually, I must have 
this machine marked an a dab . 
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Thursday, December 18th, 1958, 


My incaming mail stepped up a little leday and 
there were a csuple ef letters whase cantents I shauld have 
liked ta examine. D ut Mark gat last and Deleres 
went an a fralic at naan, as her grandma explained abeut 4, 
and a* 5:30, grandma further explained that Dslsres 
was tired after sa much play q nd besides, it 
seemed as thaugh she was a little hearse. Oddly 
eneugh, I knew semebedy whe is geing ta be hearse in 
the department ef * secretarial expenditures an the marram. 

I must say I was slap happy this merning when a technician 
arrived ta inspect and cerrect the lecal butaine heating 
/system. Something was wreng with the central gage in 
the main sterage tank sa that g a s in any fur burner, heater, 
water tank er whatever, weuld sheet up a beut 3 er 4 feet 
with vast intensity ef heat which ceuld be pretty disastreus 
if ene weren't near by ta turn the thing sff. He alse 
discavered a leak at ene ef the feints in Yucca which 
acceunted far inclining me ta keep the windaws 
apen during the recent oald snap. I den t wander there 
are sa many reparts annuallly an the radia abeut heuses 
a nd peeple being censumed by what is generally attributed 
ta same failure in the heating system. Like capital and laber, 
there seems ta be need far quite a let mare.adfustments 
ta be made in the matter ef fuel 

It weuld be interesting ta knaN where the Racket &irl 
.and the Lest Herd might be, —er where they aren't. There 
was a leng distance call far Care lyn fra m New Orleans teday, 
a nd when I suggested ta the aperatar she might try Marshall , 
she said she had been unsuccessful in her attempt 
in that directien. I deubt if Ola Mae can pessibly be 
a s elusive as Carelyn but when the twe ef them get teamed up, 
they certainly make an unbeatable pair in the game 
ef hide and seek, —enly I'm net playing that game 
as a stand in far anyene else and, aside frem the Marshall 
suggestien, let the aperatar shift far herself. 

I was glad ta hear tenight that the Reuse^'e imittee 
had veted against Dr. Alferd as Representative frem Arkansas. 

I haven't heardwhat happens if the Reuse ef Representatives 
likewise turns.thumbs dawn an the man, whether a new 

ib be held er whether^the candidgte L rece ving the 



er whether.the candidate , rece ving the 


Memerandumi 

It has been a beautiful day and a busy ene and 
a little lenger than it sfieuld have been as I have fust 
written a meme, beginning at a quarter ef ene, enly ta discauer 
at' the end that the ribben had gat stuck in ar an 
the first paragraph. 

And sa I shall new try it again. 

The Welfare Department palled me this merning 
te fi.sk if I weuld see semebedy in charge ef assisting the 

right away, —seme bedy f rem New Iberia er same such place, 
laming was full-full but I said ene a'clack ceuld be 
esed in. The afficial arrived at lit 30 ta say that a call fb 
andria made cancellatien ef the 1 a 'clack appaintment 
Operative. Might the cenference be held i'nFebruary. It might.. 



At 1 eileck, Adny appeared ta 'da a tan afwark 
with me this afternaan . I was glad ta be free af the 
at 1:05, the *ecket Girl appeared, all unanneunced., 

She had an appaintment in tawn with R. E. A. and said she 
weuld be b a ck in a few days ta take night pictures ef the tawn 
lights. I tald her I thaught that shert-sighted. 

After all, the weather ef the memcnt ceuldn t be mare 
perfect, the surface ef the water mare smaath far reflectians. 

She said she had ne celer film. I suggested she t elephene 
Shrevepert and have same put an a bus arriving here areund 
8. After all, that weuld s a ve her a 2 er 3 hundred mile trip. She 
telephened and it was arranged and she went an her way. 

I did my tan af wark with Andy and then dreve in ta tawn w ith 
the clerk. Fertunately the thermemeter sagged enly ta 40, which 
was celd eneugh ta stand abeut waiting far the time ex - 
pasures when ene has the sniffles. S»me excellent shats 
were abtained. 

A cup af hat tea seemed wanderful afterward, — 
areund 11 a 'clack. She braught me heme but did net descend 
frem the car, we talking a bit a s it was fairly warm in the c ar and as 
she had an ultra cenfidential matter she wanted my epinien an. 


I 
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She had dined in Uc^amb, Mississippi, the night kef are with 
a lawyer, rather ancient and a wheel chair--where have I 
heard that ward be/are, — patient . She explained he wants ta apend 
twa months in the Virgin Islands, —January and February, and needs 
a id in the w riting sfa TasTT. That did I think ? I thaught 
she had better let him write his bask and she stick ta her 
awn baak writing and that by daing sa, she might h a ve eneugh meney ti 
ge ta the Virgin Islands by herself. We shall see, 
r i a 0 > ' 

She aaid Kay teld her James ‘has a jab but he 
deserves 3amething much better. She said »untWillie, 
v the ugh leaking' frail, centinues ta break the marriage which 
ceuldn't pessibly be dene, were Kay left with oames but, as 
it is, whe can tell what, I wander what kind ef a jab oames has . 

I wander abaut the a acket Girl's saurce af 
spake af financial shertages, remarking there we 
Santa and meved an ta mention the necessity af bu 
a new car, t he present one being a this year s puW^lfTe~and 
new at the time af buying. The mare 
. I listen, the mare 1 hear that passes my campr ehenaian, 

11 am glad, hewcver, I gat the picture business gaing, far 
k this 1 is the first undertaking since her lass af all 
her films, and slice started, perhaps she will get an w ith her buame\ 
s,' I did nat tell her that Milkspauah' s Drug had tele¬ 
phoned me• in the afteren to say Ola Mae had drepped in far a msment, 
I take it she must have been with Carelyn since Sunday night er Uendi 
pr ebably went an ta Shrevepart . Naturally I said nathing 5 baut 
my canference with Ola Mae and I knaw nat if she knew af it. 

What a whirl these girls maintain, 

I recommended a csuple af quick articles far 
the Picayune, eacfy af which aught ta pay $? 5. or #100. but 
she s t a id she waan t gaing to faal with Warren because he 
didn t seem ta be r espanding as he sheuld ta ideas, 

I told her the Picayune and the meney 3heuld be 
kept to the fare andcressnesa with Warren played dawn, 

I felt such talk and the whale juestian af the 
Virgin Islands a great waste af time an 
her part but not on mine if I can help get her back 
on the track, 

i 

And so plays out my day and so d new day gets under way, 
nd I had better /old up new and get a ddb af sleep 
befare 5 a'clack strikes and whatever new get gaing,, . 


Friday, December 19th, 1956. 


Memorandum; 

Such a levely day, such a lavely Christmas, 

The package arrived frem Lyme in teday's past, 

Sa carefully wrapped, it traveled perfectly and little 
MiS3 Lee wauld be altagether astonished at the crisp 
beautfy each present arrived, nat one ribban crushed, nat 
one splendid decarative paper creased. Immediately 
an undaing the travel cart$n, I delivered the packages 
addressed ta the ladies across the fence, I thaught them asleep 
far it was at the siesta haur but they bath put in an 
appearance and were delighted at t!te gleam af silver and gald 
the newly arrived gifts presented frem their vantage 
paint beneath the tree. 

As /el. Lestan, he awaited the quite ef the close af 
day ta peep inside his s tacking, apening first the 
gift that turned eut ta be a Christmas tree in itself. He 
was delighted no end, not only with the wanderful way 
a giant tree had been simulated in miniature but also because 
he had spent the merniiig fiddling with a csuple af graduating 
platfsrms atsp the aid iron safd ill the Geurd Harvest earner 
af his baudair and the tinal tier was the perfect level, atep all, 

far the glistening tree, vaguely he had envisiened sue af the ' 
white, tree shaped candles frem farmer days but the 
livliness af the new tree gave just the perfect tou 
that decorated locale. 

jj ij . ». 4. •. 

. *n*\ t o \ - . ^-o. 

Next he h a d a ge at the flat ,p ckage and 
was entranced ta find fi/(Tcst far the tape recarding mill and 
the highly prized t a pe ta serve as jeiner, f-such an impartant 
‘ element far one making as much use at the reels as he. Haw 
m a ny times in the days a We *id will .be'"be blessing little 
■ Hiss Lee far this latest example af thaughtfulnes 

f e : ‘n VL- 2 6 Vj. 


» 







V 
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in previding just the right teuch at just the giht mement 
and, in se deing, removing all auxiety as te what 
is te be dene when, as eccasienally happens, seme splicing 
is inualUnble fer the pregressien ej a particular theme. 
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• Sunday, December 21st, 1958. 


And then, —altheugh it seemed a crime te disturb such 
a beautiful creatien, —the marueleusly designed blue paper, 
sprinkled all abeut with snewflakes in white and tied se 
beautifully with a delightfully harmenieu3 ribben that 
had traveled se neatly, he get inte the shirt 
sectien, --and leved it. The celer is te perfect te 
my preferred cestume at Yucca, the material se streng and yet 
se delicately centrived and the whele thing delighting me se 
much that 1 simply had te try it en and it fits just perfectly 
and prevides such a n unmistake a bie feeling ef 
satisfactien in being perfectly clethed. 

Then 1 put b a ck each gift in its package, except the shirt, and 
while keeping that eut, I re-warpped the bex and slipped the 
ribben back en, se that a ll might grace the iren chest beneath 
the Christmas tree, se g a y in its vantage peint a nd I laughed 
te myself a beut the false package cent a ining nething but beauty 
in a ppearance and a symbel ef devetien and affectien. This 
ha3 been such a happy Christmas Even and there will be se many 
$f them straight ahead threugheut the balance ef the 
seasen. 



The plantatien teday seemed pretty quiet after 8 e'cleck 
this merning when J. il. b a cked Cile3te's Cadillac eut ef 
the garage, knecking dewn ene ef the pillars ef the 
perte-cechere, letting dewn a batch ef bricks en the 
back ef the car and letting the reef ef the extensien sag 
larmingly. The tempest in the ceffeee cups at 9 was 

ressive. 

- ■ 1.: Hi: 

The Enterprise telephened ttiis merning te read a letter frem 
Matienal Trust, expressing the desire fer data cencerning 
the writer ef theCane xk iver Meme whem, the letter stated, they 
wanted te feature in a ferthceming Quarterly Review. What in 
the w erld is Siting The Matienal Trust, I cannet imagine, 

Frem seme quarter, it appears, they have learned ef efferts made by 
ene individual te keep up the African buildings. Lerdy, Lerd, 
hew news gets areund. 


11 * w back in 


ns unepened 

merrew. 

,bultU 3 l v> 
Hellyweed. ■ 


11 


Memerandum : 

He w nice .t$ find such a levely Christmas letter in yesterda\ 
pest. I am still wendering hew time was feund 
. fer such a levely letter. It all means 

se much te me and I m especially glad te knew 

hew things are being planned fer the impending 

week end festivities and then the 

fe'llewing. It i,s se pleasant te centemplate the 

premise ef being with certain seuls, meaning se much 

in the day te day existence. 

I am glad yeu feund the Freepert beek te yeur liking. 

I was curieus te knew if yeu were acquainted with 

type ef thing. It seems like quite a nevel treatment 

and yeu may readily imagine my surprise when it came te hand. 

The creater has subsequently written that it is his 
custem te make such an item* and send it te the particularx 
persen and that seme acknewledge it and the later 
bill and seme never respend at all but keep the beek. 

Curieusj isn't it, hew the werjd turns ? And yet 
hew nice te knew there are such creative peeple in it. 

*nd thanks fer telling me ef the eventual receipt 
ef the missing meme. I had better be mere careful hew 
. . I slap that 9 and net xi hit it twice instead ef ence. 


The surprise ef last evening was a telephene frem 
Celeste abeut 7il5, saying J. H. had just left 
fer Shrevepert where Hr. Wenk and wife had been 
in an autemebile accident, their small *'ekswagen having 
turned ever three times, fellewing their start fer 
heme, fellewing a party semewhere* They t 
are beth in a hespital inShrevepert, Sister net 
serieusly banged up altheugh being treated 
fer "sheck”whatever that means, and seme facial cuts. 

J. H. deubts, hewever, that Hr. Wenk will survive. I believe 

/r,B 


ti 


1 
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ifenday, December 22nd, 1958. 


I believe that gummed up o little at the bettem. 

I was saying that J. H. thinks it deubtful 

if Dr. Wenk will survive but perhaps the miracles 

•f medern surgery, and preb a bly much mere, the 

miracles ef the herd may pull him threugh. J. H. 

went te Shrevepert last night but ceuld net 

see the patients and he went again teday and will perhaps 

be back temght. 

It is cuneus that Lleyd, just heme frem D. S. U. 
fer the helidays, sheuld have velephened frem the 
hespital last night, abeut half an heur after J. H. headed 
eut frem here, saying there was ne pemt in his ceming, 
his parents were getting preper care and that he 
weuld be dewn this merning with a view te spending 
a week ef his vacatien here. 

Ora appeared unanneunced at my deer en Saturday 
a beut 5, bearing a Christmas package in 
the form ef a picture ef heteelf in cestume, taken 
en the back gallery, shewing St.Giggin's and 
the Cane “iver Oebelin in the kackgreund. She 
a lse breught twe elegant apple pies. She said her 
husband had kidded her fer bringing me a picture ef 
her ewn likeness. I teld her en re a ching heme 
tenight te tell R. B. that "he wlie laughs last, Ictsi 
laughs best" t f tr I had sent by her, the gift under 
its wrappings, the identical picture., ene ef 
which 1 had liadthe phetegrapher de fer her and anether 
which l sent by Ora te give te Juanita B., the 
latter likeness alse being in cestume during Pilgrim a ge, 
Juanita B. being in the Chapel. One thing is 
certain, a fair exchange is ne rebbery, enly R. B. 
didn t get any apple pie. 

Uy day has. been a busy ene but net ai interruptien 
except by telephene and tenight I suppese I 
answered the telephene acress the fence 2 times 
while deing a dab ef.antique baby sitting until nearly 
10, when v, H. and Celeste get b a ck, reperting that 
there might be a chance fer Dr. Wenk, altheugh I 
believe he is still uncenscieus, pessibly in part frem 
epiates, I den't knew, and didn't ask, thinking I 
may get mere c emplete reperts frem differing angles en the 
when husband and wife are presenting their versiens beyend the 

^ °' ,d ‘•V.r*,.,,.. 


U emerandumi 

I wish yeu mi<)ht see my Christinas tree, se gay 
„nd cheery abeve its ulta selid feundatien fermed by the 
cast iren safe. The geurd harvest cerner has never appeared 
te such advantage, thanks te the tree ef Lyme frem little 
,r iss Lee. He wender that tn spite ef my bark that 
lingers en, the uncertain Shrevepert situatien and all 
the hurly-burly attendant upen the seasen, I am filled 
with such delight. 

The weather is pleasantly warm altheugh the sky 
is evercaat, and we are premised even warmer times temerrew. 

... At the ceffee heur, I get a few impressiens ef yesterday. 

"ister, as erigindL lip reperted, received enly super- 
ficial cuts whereas Dr. Wenk had a skull fracture, pessibly 
ene eye injured beyend repair, a smashed nese, jaw, etc. 

24 heurs after the accident, Sister was in fine f trm » 
re-acting, even as at her nether's death, qi ite unexpectedly 
and withal quite wackyi She was fulminating akeut the 
injury, net te her husband but te her fur ceat. She 
was laying eut the nurse eutrageeusly and preclaiming 
te the we rid, she weuld get a jeb if her husband died. 

I tried te think what kind ef a jeb she ceuld land but 
ceuld enly ceme up with the Kremlin beys if they wanted te 
empley semeene te dry the Western *erld nuts. J. D. 
telephened the hespiial this merning andi.it was reperted 
Dr. Wenk had had a satisf a ctery night; calls 

have ceme te me frem tewn teday, f0r 

theught Dr. Wenk may live, net fer J,a «rtd.£! 

the sake ef the Parish if his wife sheuld beceme a widew. 

One accident and such .repercussiens and enly te think 
the Safety Ceucil predicts 620 deaths this Christmas week end. 

On the heme frent things reck aleng merrily eneugh. 

At supper tenight, all the talk was a beut R. E. A. and 
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the word making the rounds among the line men 

who say that they had all better dip as deeply into 

the over-time oprations currently x in vogue, for 

it is obvious to everyone tt^at discontent with the 

way R. E. A. is being operate is widespread and growing more 

uocal and by the time the annual ellections come 

around in May, nobody now functioning as an officer 

will be retained. This is bound to provide a certain 

balm for J. H., naturally. 


Today's post was naturally heavy. I ran through 
the envelopes onlu without bothering to open a one 
sincefit Weis' obvious there was nothing but 
Christmas cards and bills and they can be gone into 
on the morrow I believe there was the bill for the 
cook book which delights me since it seems to give 
assurance that it was not enclosed the package 
forwarded to little Miss Lee. 

'The artist telephoned this morning to say that 
Jackie had been brought home last night and was 
making use of the wheel ahair t She says Jackie 
doesn't have to go back to the hospital until 
after Christmas. I should hope not. In such 
matters, the artist has no more notion a s to time than 
the man in the moon. Perhaps that is why she looks 
forever young. 

Amsng local folks coming home for Christmas is 
Little King, here from Colorado Springs. He 3ays 
he will not re-enl ist in August when his time runs 
out. I believe he has been in service for 12 years although 
that seems scarcely possible. He doesn t seem 
to change at all, still full of the same gay humor 
and sweetness of disposion that one thinks of in 
connection with hims mam a , Zelma, who is certainly 
a mong the sunny of disposions, regardless af as to 
how the world may turn. 

. And .now I must turn to the mail for 
there seems to be a d a b of stuff still unwritten prior 
to Christmas, but fortunately for nearby delivery . 
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Tuesday, December 23rd, 1958. 

I J 1 *' 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy, sprinkley and warm with a promise 
of clearing skies and continued warmth on the 
morrow. 


J. H. was not a supper tonight. The hospital 
inShrev port had telephoned him during the 
afternoon to come to see if he could do anything with 
Sister. &he is said to be raising Hell because 
she is determined to go home and the hospital, 
for some reason t perhaps because of her behavior, 
wants her to remain another day. Poor j. H. certainly 
ha8 a fan ily unlike those most brothers ever 
assume responsibility for. 

The mail continues heavy and I explored but one or 
two letters. The news thatJames contemplated going 
to BatonRouge for Christmas stnuck me as sounding 
a s strange as the news that he had been there for 
Thanksgiving. Life is too short trying to unravel the 
puaale of that household and what the theories or 
impluses are that govern the several doings 
the s everal people. 

This morning Carmen couldn't wait to get to 
her office to telephone me akout the headline 
in The °hreveport x imesi "Whitfield Jack 
Sentenced to 10 Days in Jail." 

I was, in the j ct of addressing a card to 
Whit and *ranees and so T could write:"Happy 
Holidays in Jail". 

. It seems some .irate judge accused Whitfield Jack 


sr 
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ef dis 9 r t$ disebey a c eurt erder and thundered 

the centem.pt charge and jail sentence. *ut 

Whit, never ruffled, said he weuld appeal the judgement 

a nd /*« felt certain the higher C$urts weuld sustain him 

31 nee whatever the advice was, it was net, as the judge 

declared, given te anyene in HQigatien but rather 

te a relative net named in the legal papers. at is 

extraerdinary, ef ceurse, that a fermer President ef 

the Statq Bar Asseciatien sheuld get a jail sentence 

a nd that s what caused the headlines • Whit, as 

perhaps the mest preminent atterney m Shrevepert, scarcely 

needed the publicity and preb a bly get quite a laugh 

,Ut *1 was interested in what *>ric Sevareid had te 

say last night a beut the Hew Yerk newspaper 

strike, speculating en hew ushc a small segement ef 

varieus l„ber greups in t he newspaper business 

ceuld cest all the ether uniens invelved se much, 

jp par anti y te nebedy's advantage. He said seme, --and 

Naturally, I wend ere d which, ef the 9 majer newspapers 

effected by the strike were already shakey when 

the strike cut eff their revenues. He seemed te 

see further mergers ef newspapers, semething 

he lamented since we all agree varying instead ef uniferm 

veices sheuld be heard threugh a variety 

ef newspapers.. 0 arelyn remarked the • 

ether d ay that se many natienal magazines had felded up, 
threwing se many writers ente the market, that the 
surviving magazines are q uite a ble te empley j ine 
talent at neminal wages, further depressing the let 
ef wirters, phetegraphers, artists, etc. It s 
d» interesting cycle 0 »d interesting in the newspaper field 
xhat a strike ef delivery peeple can hasten the 
ellapse ef certain ef the great metrepelitan dailies. 
fcf.lL.. * * ' - » ' . * *■ n*: 5* » 

The twe Hatchitech s papers will ceme eut en 
Wednesday instead ef .Thursday this week and will 
repeat the day-early pattern next week, tee. I 
theught it might be helpful if I get my cepy fe Jjext week eff 
early and se knecked it eff this evening. It isn t much 
by way ef writing but I'm heping it may be 
helpful in creating interest by lecal readers 
ef the paper in purchasing Mrs. tleere s beek.. 

Ola Uae expected te bring Plantatien Primitive nete paper 
te Millspaugh and me last Friday. Neither ef us have 
heard a peep frem the Lest "erd .. 


Wednesday, Christmas gve, 1958. 


Meme rand urn: 

A pleasantly warm day with veil-1 ike cleuds 
and the premise ef sprinkles fer the merrew. 

The mail wa3 heavy again, ef ceurse, and I 
was glad te receive a letter frem Helen Baldwin which 
had been written 10 days age but inadvertently put in 
anether's bex. She mentiened the preb a bility she weuld 
pass this way en Friday with a friend, en reute te Hew 
Orleans, where they might see Carelyn. They might, ef 
ceurse, altheugh ene never knews aid. since she is in 
Marshall teday, she might be anywhere a ceuple 
ef days hence. 

Ceieste so ys the General and his wife will be here 
en Friday neen, stepping fer dinner, en reute te Shrevepert, 
which is certainly a neble gesture en the part ef the 
Ge^erial since he has been se badly treated in the past 
by his Sister. 


She made such a racket yesterday that they telephened 
J. H. te ceme te see abeut her. Slue w anted te ge heme and 
v. H. g a ve the O.K. Fertunately, she is alright physically 
but is acting up as usual and 1 recken the hespital vainly 
heped it might werk en her psycbpathically, perhaps, but 
that weuldn t get them anywhere, J. H. pre-b a bly realized. 


He came te t get me fer supper at his heuse tenight and 
said the.decter's cenditien was still undetermined, 
that they had net be a ble te meve him eneugh te take X-rays, 
which seems agazing t* ne• I believe lie remains in a semi- 
censcieus cenditiens. J. H. said that frem the present 
cp pearanpe ef thingq, the decter may have lest visien in beth eyes,- 
but that pem.t hasn t been determined yet either. He says neither 
Sister ner the children seem te realize the gravity ef 
the situatie^. It is felt thatthe ten theusand 
er rather twelve theusand a year she has been using 
fer heuseheld eperatiens is likely te be sharply 
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curtailed but such matters are beyond the comprehensi$n 
of ovi y of them at the moment, it is said. 

A note from Ola Mae asks me t$ do an aritcle 
for one of her publications and giue a plug to a boook 
on Fisheries she is just bringing out. I shall be glad to. 
t should like to know something as to length of the article, etc., 
a nd would.write, had net Millspaugh ' s telephoned tux 
to say Mi3s Word would be in Hatch itoches on 
Friday. Perhaps she will get down t o see me. Perhaps 
Carolyn will be with her and they will bump into Helen. Perhaps 
the Pocket and the Lost *ord will change their plans. Who 
can keep up with them : 

t 

Among this .afternoon s visitors was the lady doctor who seemed 
to be feeling oi { the bright side and I am glad 
for her husband s legal tangles with theBorden Company 
seem to be far from settled and as an adverse decision 
in the Courts might sweep away her property simply 
because she is married to Don is bound to be disquieting. 

, • g . »'.•> < i- •• 1 ■ f > * ' \ \ 1 ' <• t '• 11 ■' 

Thelma telephone this afternoon to say she and 
John and their daughter, Jcnet, hadhoped to get down 
today but would have to put it off until the morrow or the week end. 
She wanted to read me a letter from Mr. Hodges. It 
mentioned he is contemplating a half hour film being made 
by "a corporation", and suggests it would be 
advantageous all around to tie in the. gardens with the 
town. 

I cann.ot help wondering what "corporation" will do the 
Hodges film. I might write the script but I shall await 
a conference with M r . Hodges at Thelma's before deiciding 
on that point . 4?id I'm wondering what Carolyn will say 
when she learned a film has been decided upon. Perhaps 
she is the "corporation", but somehow I doubt it and 
it isregretable that she le.t her acquittance 
with Thelma and John lapse, as. she. has been too busy whirling 
through space to attend to personal relations . Perhaps 
I can. do something in her behalf with Mr. Hodges if he has not 
already determined his choice of a producer. And 
so things turn on this Christmas Eve and-I am happy to 
be here beside my own little Christmas tree from Lyme 
and enjoying this little chat without the hubbub of 
parties and what not........ 


Thursday, Christmas Night, 1958. 


- * ~- t 1 t 

Memorandum: 

A thinkly clouded day and chill with the 
thermometer sagging lower by night, the skies clearing and 
a full moon appearing to out-shine the Christmas star. 

It has been so pleasant inside-.all day, with Christmas 
beginning about 5:25 when The first of perhaps 7 5 or 1 00 
plantation friends began arriving and departing by twos and 
threes. 

Pat and Juanita B. arrived for dinner accorss the fence 
n bout 22:30 and immediately after an excellent dinner, 

J. H. and Celeste departed for Shreveport, returning t bout 8. 





i am nov quixe certain of the uoctor s condition but 
I gather it is improving slightly. u e is conscious 
Mi although he has to breathe through tubes in his 

the nasal passage blocked by the broken bones, 

He to whisper a few words. .Die operations required 
lome later, assuming he continues to improve and it will 
known for a while if he has any vision or not. 


At his home, the wife was reigning with gusto 
from her bed, managing two telephones, directing 
callers on what to do and what not to do as to where they 
should sit, where they should place their coffee cups, etc., etc., 
and complaining bitterly because she had intended giving the children 
four hundred dollars but now thinks it better not to give them 
so much this year which, I suppose, was a hint to J. H. that 
he might lend a hand in such Christmas gifts in h^r stead. 

I gather the joke of the domestic reception was 
the remarks of a Mrs. wt\o offered the opinion that 


I 
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Friday , December 26th, 1958 


that she felt, when stmtue menti tiled Uissdenhtlme s 
name, that st far as she was ctncerned, — Hrs. M artin, - 
she felt Htbina was ene tf the finest persons she ever knew. 
That must have gtne ever big. 

And while J. H, andCeleste were in Shreveptrt, H a dam 
Regard held dtwn her side tf the fence and I mine during the 
afte rnttn. Ihe i/illspaugh ' s came ftr a little visit and 
Frank and Helen Keyes, and as neither grtup was here at the 
same time, talk was tt a maximum tf advantage. The Haytr 
3ptke st interestingly tf his ctntacts with Jthn *trd and 
the mtvie petple and menti tiled what ltvely Christmas greetin 
they had hud frtm all tf them. Obvitusly the majtrity tf 
flatchttches, including the Haytr and wife, were very ftnd tf 
the Htrse Stldier petple and the reverse, —Htllywttd being 
equally ftnd tf the flatchittches petple, which 1 think is ve 

pleasant, 

Jte and Juanita A, arrived 


Uemtrandum 


Huch a ltvely day with a premise tf mtre 
warmth and mere rain tn the mtrrtw. 


St far as my twn t^me ctnsumed teday, it was mtre 
tr less ai tng yesterday s patterjijwitheut csltr. 

T saw the Jte Henrys, senitr at breakfast, which 
lasted tee leng. 1 hey seem te be fine. he ceffee 
heur was filled with impressiens tn the htsiess by 
her visit te &hrev pert yesterday and threw little 
tr nething new tn what was cttking. 

I was mildly asttnished when Helen and her 
sister frtm *act arrived at a quarter tf 12. "hat an 

heur te arrive at anybedy's heme. I chatted with them 
until Eugene came te tell me the General and wife 
had arrived, be were 10 at dinner the Jte H. Junitrs, having 
ctme dtwn and T simply left &elen and her siszer here, 
resuming ctnv,ersazi^n when I returned frtm .dinner. The dis¬ 
like tf the General s wife ftr Jte and Jte s 


in ttwn artund 7 and 

see Pat and Juanita B. J did net wait ftr them 'bu^B^Sk 
lights in the bi htuse a btut 8:25, 3 * I take it 
they are here. - 

The Walkers telephtned tsnight, asking when it wtuld 
be ctnvenient ftr me. tt receive them and six tf their 

htuse guests, I ttld them that I didn't kntw 
but wtuld advise them later. 1 think it will be 
much later, ftr ttmtrrtw I am expecting quite a few 
petple including Helen $ a ldwin, Ola H ae "trd and 
Qrtbabiy t quite a few petple, friends, frtm ttwn 
wht didn t make it ttday. 

. , _ n, . | ^ \ \ * ' I 

And st Christmas, 1958, draws tt a cltse and 
my thtughts have revtlved st much abtut Lyme, htping 
that the gathering tf kindred stuls may have dtne much 
tt make the tccasitn festive and am/ _ 


dislike ftr theGenen 
kept things a little tense but nething untiward happened. 

Ttnight Jte a nd Unanita, Sr., dined in ttwn 
with *'t and wife and st wet were but three 
at supper, — J. H. t Eugene and I, and the 
quiet was pleasant. 

Helen and her sister think Cartlyn is tff the track 
tn her pursuit tf prefects, that she was shtrt- 
sighted in giving up her jtb with the State department 
tt begin w,ith and has gradually slipped backwards 
ever since. They did net express themselves as being 
werried a btut her present status but they did 
feel she is net" the type, if there be such, te can stand 
still and that she will either have tt begin undertaking 
semething practicle ferthwith tr pretty seen slide 

lamentable ptsititn. I was 
pad U have their tpmitns, they have kntwn 
her st ltng. 







>£ 
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Sunday, December 28th, 1958. 


er 


. Helen wanted seme bananas which 1 dug fer her 
and seme butterfly lilies and befere they had left, 

Lilian 1‘richell s daughter and a fleck ef peeple arrived. 

And befere they had left,J) lq M ae arrived. *he said she 
ws serry she had missed Helen. She said, what with Dele n 
heading fer Hew Orleans, Carelyn, currently m Marshall, weuld 
be serry te have missed them. I teld Ola u ae 
that Thelma had called me regarding the Hedges letter jer 
_ me vie and that I weuld cenfer with Thelma and Mr. Hedges 
an the subject. I said I sheuld recemmend Mr. Hedges 
give his centract te n a private" rather than a cerperutien 
arganizatien fer the mevie. He might be influenced by 
my r e c emmendatian since it weuld be my script he weula be 
„nxieus te use. We teuched en nete paper and 1 
suggested we incerperate the Hluc J a y , the Cardinal and ene 
twe ether Auduben birds, as well as seme ef eur ether 
subjects. I eutlined what I had in mind deing fer 
the* erestry Magazine by way ef the Af rican H• us e^arti cle » — 

I did net tell her but 1 think 1 sfiall slant it in large 

measure se it can be supplied te The Hatienal 

Feundatien as a werking sheet fer an article in their 

puWJTcatien. She breught me the velume en 

Lauisiana Fisheries which I shall review fer a 

calumn ene ef these days. We were interrupted several times 

k y telephene calls inclinding these frem the Walkers, 

asking p.beut bringing their relatives dewn tanight, etc., ana 

I resjsnded te all in the negative. 

Tltree enthuasiats ef the Gavernar ef Arkansas 
tapped at my deer just as 01 a ^ae was leaving. 1 

did net give them a teur but teek tt,e eppertunity 
te speak a little pirce abeut Little *eck deings. 

Then it was supper time- andafter that the news and after 
that the^ark U uke tapping en my windew te call my attentian 
pa xhe bright light beyend the bambee hedge and the cetten 
patch were the Alphense Metayer henkey-tenk, next 
te Arenbeurg, was geing up in flames. 

.**.•* ■ .r ^ - r v • *- 

Se runs eut the day after O'hnstmas and new a must 
rell up my sleeves and.get te werk. I must de at 
least »ne article and a few letters, after which hepe 
te de a little radie listening befere c a li"9 a d °y. 


. n 1 


Memerandum j , 

Hew nice t$ find year Wednesday nete in Saturday's 

pest. 


I feel shame-faced fer having tassed the Faris de Huit 
inte the cauldren at just the last mement the way I did but 
I sincerely apfr cciate all the additianal devetitn expended 
in an attempt te lecaik-a cepy ef the werk which seems te have 
vanished se cempletely . Again my thax ks and again my 
hepe yeu will fergive me • I am convinced the calendar yeu 
mentiened will be ef far greater servcie and in the end, I have 
an equd cenvictien that we shall be glad it came te hand 
instead ef the ether item being seught- 


Saturday's pest arrived, ne twe heurs behind scheudle 
as during the past week but an heur a head ef the regular 
shcedule and se had already departed when j. arrived at the effice 
with the eut-geing mail which explains why twe enve'lepes will be 
geing ferward en the merrew instead ef ene. 

Saturday was much like Saturday, enly quieter. Ta 
everyene '3 surprise, the General appeared just as we 
were finishing dinner. He did net sit dewn but merely 
pasued leng-eneugh ta say that he and his wife had visited 
the hespital in Shrevepert eh'Friday afterneen and the 
residence where he feund Sister under sedatives. She 
must be hitting the battle pretty heavily. On Saturday merning, 
they again visited beth the hespital and the heme. Sister 
was apparently up a »ci deing but I knew net what kind ef a reoeptien 
they get. The General thinks Dr. Wenk is geing ta make it but 
nebedy knews yet if he is geing ta h a ve any visien. It seems se 
add that the bleed clets sheuld still be left en the 
eyes but ± ecken the physicians knew what they are deing. 

I had expected quite a few visiters during the 
afterneen but received nene, a ltheugh farmer friends 
and neighbers, new living elsewhere but hime fer Christmas in the 
cabins, came ta see me, afferdmg me much pleasure. 








r ■ 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS* #M“3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


or;**: 


war 


9641 


9642 


Were yeu here te see hew many peeple 
are admiring "la chemise de Heel", yeu ceuld net 
help feeling delighted with the selectien. Jee 
Henry whe dresses censervatively and in qudity 
simply had te finger the seams and rub his hand ever the 
sheulder again and again, remarking• 

"Ly gelly, yu get the pri 2 e garment 
ef theVhristmas seasen, se far as 1 have seen." 

I den't 3ee far but 1 agree with Jee 1 00 
percent. 


Of ether items in my Christmas stecking that 
deserve especial mentien is semething frem 
the Walkers sent directly frem ^ammache r-Schlemmer, 
a iid is either a searchlight er a cigarette lighter, 
pessibly beth, perhaps neither, but I'm geing te 
investigate that teday • /*u will be 

delighted te knew that, e ven a s in times gene bye, 
my neighber acress the fence presented me with 
a pair ef dandy pajamas 

Ameng teday's visiters were the ceuple whe have 
been staying with Aunt Attie er, pessibly the ether way 
areund . They understand nething ef the felk ways 
ef the centemperary werld andwere directed by neighbers 
te me en the theery I ceuld give them suggestiens 
as t» what might be dene te get life geing again 
since they lest everything in the fire except the 
clething en their back. I teld them I weuld 
est a blish cent a ct with RedCress, ...telephene 

interruptien . and se we shall get the RedCress 

te give a hand and a rrange the business se things may be 
turning preperly befere the #eio Year gets under way. 

It was se typical ef the eld fashiened simplicty 
ef the peer things whe had just lest everything when 
they re-ac-ed as they did en leaving. I had 
a little fund set aside fer emergencies and I dipped inte 
this as they were leaving, suggesting that a 
warm greg, er the making ef same weuld be in erder 
te help them ferget the current difficulties but they 
handed it back, explaining that neither ef them , 

drank. v en t yeu think that refreshing and gay and den t 

yeu think it called fer a deuble dip .. 


Uenday, December 29th, 1958. 


Memerandum : 

flething ceuld have been mere perfect fer the 
purpeses in mind than the item centained in the package 
frem Lyme in teday's pest. 

It traveled just perfectly and the beek itself is 
se perfect that ene ceuldn't hepe te find anything 
like it te demenstrate p rcsely wha-t 1 had in mind fer 
the /few Orleans llight. And the nicest th-ing^beut it is 
that ence it has served its purpese te inspire ethers 
cencerned with the prejeat, the gift itself will be 
mine te enjey right aleng in the days ahead. I 
can enly marvel that •little Miss Lee sheuld have feund 
such a perfect matrix te serve in femulating 
the preject and it will be ap'leasure terepert frem time 
te time as theundertaking advances. 

Hew can I adequately express my gratitude and delight? 

The weather is celd and clammy and I am remaining 
inside at my desk until atmespheric cenditiens impreve 
er my ceugh tapers eff . It is a great nuisance being 
unable te sleep much and my right lung is n uite sere 
frem the effects ef the ceeughing and the' celd se 
that staying inside where it is warm is a great pleasure. 

I am enjeying the visitatiens ef varieus decter 

friends during this heliday peried and I make the 

mest ef the persenal calls te werk in a bit ef 

prefessienal attentien at the same time. I shall 

be glad, hewever, when the infectien has fled the ceuntry 

and things are back in balance again. Hveryene ceughs except 

Celeste and l suppese it will catch upwith her eventually since 

this type ef Ijhing is making the reunds a nd I Is enly 

hepe it deesn t get as far afield as Lyme. 

Heliday greetings centinue in the pest but 

~ ~ \ k '' * • ‘ '; • * 


f 
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Tuesday ,December 50th, 1956. 


we have new eached the spet $n the alendar when 
we can begin terejeice at the unexpected greetings 
ceming te hand, all unexpected, and te wendcr a 
little beut peeple frem whem we expected a message 
a nd as yet have net. In the latter categery, I have 
Hina Uclnnis especially in mind as she is usually 
quite far ahead in the parpde bu hasn't been 
heard frem by axyene as yet. Perhaps she has the same 
bark that is slewing up things areund here. 

Celeste asked me i if I had heard frem Carelyn and 
I so id I had net. One er twe peeple in tewn asked me the 
same thing. It appears te be an ether ef these 
luxuries which Carelyn allews herself, --this 
failure te cemmunicate with friends, which makes 
larger ijx-reads en her balance sheet ef friendship 
titan she has any idea, I think• 

I i oas se glad te hue Juanita Bx A. here te 
help me run threugh the article I did fer the 
ferestry magazine. Written during this peried, it 
was beund te have had endless "fits and starts* and 
semetimes I weuld ferget hew a sentence had been started se that 
when I finished it a ceuple ef heur3 later er se, the structure 
didn't always jibe as harmeneni eusly as it might have, had I beer. 

hie te finished a sentence ejice begun er te have glimpsed 
the start when eppertunity again presented itself te 
finishe it. #ut, thanks te her presence, we were q ble te 
get it pretty well smeethed eut and the nicest part ef 
it is that Juanita A. declined aeing t* tewn with Celeste 
en a frelic, preferring, er declaring she preferred te 
remain here and have fun deing a little werk instead 
ef chasing the secial crewd areund it unending merry-ge- 
reund in tewn. 


In the midst ef eur labers this merning, racing against 
time and the pestman, a bag appeared at the deer. It was 
la Mabry ef Jhrevepert, with her granddaughter 
and the latter's bey friend fellewing after. Lallabry 
had breught the aunt Jemima dell that graces 
my lamp in the beudeir, —a dell made en a jug which 
v * .... ~- 3 t plgce n aud then teek back 

’ere y the Pilgrimage. 
seem quite a piece 




Memerandumi 

I'm still leving my calendar and am geing 
te keep right en with every succeeding day. 

The weather centinues cleudy and clammy and I centinue 
barking and se I use the weather and the bark as an 
excellent excuse fer staying indeers. 


Fer the first time in her life, Blythe came te 
see me herself areund 2 e'cleck this afterneen. 

She said she had stepped next deer at dinner time and 
remained there until she reached here. .As there was 
a frelic in tewn thi3 merning and at party at heme this 
afterneen, her hestess, have ne deubt, ceuld have been 
happier, had the unexpected guest arrived at seme ether 
time en seme ether day. 


Blythe 8a id she had cried all day when she had heard 
en the radie that a Shrevepert judge had threatened 
Whit w ith jail fer centempt but Whit had telephened 
her and teld her te dry her tears. It seems the judge has 
had twe eperatiens w ithin the past year fer a brain turner and 
it was felt he went eff the track a little and Whit 
was quite indifferent te al 1 the rumpus. 

As fer Christmas , she said Ed. Rand had r given his 
daughter, Ellen Lecket, a telephene fer that eccaien. 

I den't knew hew held the ; girl is abeut 15, perhaps. x he 
'phene is installed in her reem and it is a prty line 
with ene ether persen and Ellen Lecket is cemplaining 
the way the teen-agers de s* much talking en the ether wire. 


She speke ef the a rtist and hew she had spent twelve dellars 
en getting beracfs fer her te paint en a ceuple ef weeks age but 
the artist hadn t been able te give her a picture 
she asked her te paint fer Wliit, jr. She sayeth further that 
the a rtist s sister had werked fer her fer a while but 




endaut, eff an antique chain Paul King 
se Blythe had said peedbye te the aferesaid 


I 
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The people whe had lest all their pesessiens in the 
Friday night fire came te aee me this o fterneen te 
tell me they had gene te the Red Cress and had been fitted eut 
in fine style . I am glad they are happy tenight. Carmen 
called me later te aay that they really had feund 
auite a few thinga they ceuld use, —new sheets, 
pillew slipa, large and amall tewels and clething witheut 
end, including a black so tin freck, ameng ether mere 
preaaic pieces, and tl.e black satin was the delight 
e the entire h a ul. 1‘he h dy said she didn't ge much 
te parties but she theught the black sait weuld make a fine 
church dresa and eueryene agreed. 

x he mail teday-was net extensive but reveiling, 
especially the letter frem Ola Uae. It is 
i interesting she did net mentien Carelyn whe, x have 
ne deubt, \s making the vacation aleng the &ulf C$ast with her. 


This machine must be made, what with the bite it 
takes eut ef the paper every ence in a while. 

I accemplished quite a let this meriting, what with 
Juanita A. casting ever te hell me with a fleck ef 
edds and ends, including much dictatien 
frem uarieua papera I want te use fer an article 
er twe. I am delighted te get seme ef this paper 
werk dene while she is here but I must get busy and 
kneck eff a Cane^iver Ueme ferthwith, os against next 
week, whatwith the heliday seuaen putting the 
nermal reutine in such a tizzy. J/rs. Walker telephened 
te say 3he is taking her ms the r te Hew Orleans te attend 
the races this week end. Isn't it wenderful what peeple 
can think ef te de and isn't equally miraculeu3 they have 
the energy te de it. 

I suppese this week's Fnterprise will be eut en 
the merrew and as it centains, ihn the Cun e River Ueme, 
the mentien ef Urs. Uttre's beek, I telephened 
t/illspaugh's this evening te ask if they had 
received beek-s frem Urs. Ueere, in pursuance 
ef my letter te her regarding this advantageeus 
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Wednesday,December 51st, 1958. 


Memerandum : 

Ct-eudy, sprinkley and clammy. 

■ As I jetted dewn the date line, I 
theught hew many times in the next week, peeple will 
be dating tfilings a* •/ 1958 and, were I respensbile fer 
arranging letters frem anybedy's gathered cerrespendence, 
cevering a peried ef years, I think I sheuld prebably 
always incline te take a secend glance at a ll •/ them bearing 
dates frem, say, the first week ef every year since it strikes 
me, in view ef my ewn 3hert-cemings in the date matter, 
that I must have e ten,quite inadvertently and witheut 
realising it te cerrect, put the d ate dewn ene year behind 
the calendar. 

And all this talk a beut dates makes it inevitable 
that I sheuld again express my jey ever the picterial 
calendar which is geing te be such a seurce ef 
inspiratien in se many undertakings ahead. I turn threugh 
it time and again, delighting alike the the umiliar scenes 
it presents and at the same timeenjeying te the fullest 
the artistry ef the phetegraphic results thathave 
gene in te make familiar scenes the mere appealing. £ 

think but ene persen in the we Id ceuld imagine hew much 
this item means te me and since the realizatien was undeubtedly 
felt at the time e securing the cepy‘, it is 
peintless fe me te ele c »rate upen it te little 
Uiss Lee. 

It is very pleasant te repert unusual 
quiet ebtaining in these parts tenight. Semebedy 
ameng the 9 er 10 subscribers en this particular 
party line has left a receive eff, guaranteeing that 
there can be ne in-ceming er eut-geing 
calls and net a peep has been heard all evening frem 
the 'phene 

Bui in spite e the all quiet cenditien ebtaining 
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in "zee wire", there was news at supper, 

relayed by o. H. which struck me as extratrdmary 

as anything I had heard thus far abtut the 

Shreve pert physician. He was said t» be up and 

walking a b»ut ttday. *s I h 0 d assumed a semi- 

ctnscitus ctndit'itn still tbtaining, 1 was quite 

taken a-back at this latest bit t inftrmatitn. It is 

said, htwever, that stmetne was required tt 

direct his ftttsteps inasmuch as ntthing is yet kntwn as tt 

the status tf his eyes and it still isn't kntwn if there 

is any visitn at a ll. One tr dfxtther tf the children, it is 

3aid, has gtne tr perhaps all have gtne tn a yachting party 

stmewhere dtwn tn the ctast. Is it any wtnder I 

never can keep up with the dtings tf that family when 

such tdd and unexpected and st tften unrelated 

bits tf inftrmatitn ctme tt hand. 

On the ptstal frtnt, there was a delivery ttday 
but I received tnly sectnd class materi a l and 
that leads me tt believe Friday's pest shtuld be a 
dtuble dip. Oddly entugh, a lthtugh the Enterprise went 
tt press last evening, it did ntt appear here in the mail 
and Carmen mentitned she did ntt see it *n the stands in 
ttwn. 

Ltng beftre this late date, I intended remarking uptn the excel', 
tt the CBS Mtnd a y night prtgr a m in which ell the leading ctrresptnde) 
participated. I liked the whtle business and, as usual, 
thtught E. Rtscte and E.Sevareid appeared tt the greatest 
advantage. 

Tt night I supptse there will be little tf a 
stimulating nature tt be heard tn radit ftr, as I 
recall, Christmas Even and Hew Year's Eve are btth almtst 
entirely devtted tt music which the ftrmer tften getting 
at least stme pleasant hymns and cartls but the latter 
usually seems tt ctncentrate tn dance trchestras the 
wtrld artund and up and dtwn and acrtss the natitn, 
and that suits me perfectly since I want tt devtte my final twt 
hturs tt the passing year in meditatitn and in praising 
Gtd ftrthe happiness that has been mine all year thrtugh 
the medium tf Hisbtunty, my L a dy tf the Lamp*? . 
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